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INTRODUCTION. 



Nothing can be more various and opposite than the opinions of 
mankind, respecting the influence and agency of infernal spirits. 
Some continually throw the blame of their vices upon the poor 
devil. Take their word for it, and they are upon all occasions the 
innocent dupes to his subtilty and malice. They represent him 
as the prime agent in all their complicated schemes of wickedness ; 
and would fain persuade us that, so far from being the objects of 
our just aversion, they deserve all our commiseration and pity. 
From such representations one would be tempted to think, that if 
malicious and busy devils did but stay in their own country, man- 
kind would be as harmless as lambs, and every species of wicked- 
ness be soon banished from our then agreeable world. 

Others there be, who fall into the opposite extreme, and with all 
their power endeavour to clear the devil of the slanders thrown 
upon him. Whether he hath retained them as his advocates I 
pretend not to say : but they tell you that he has no hand in all 
the wickedness committed under the sun ; that it is impossible he 
should have any influence on the minds and mauDers of men. 
Nay, some go farther still, even doubt of his very existence, and 
are confident that all their wickedness ariseth from another quar- 
ter. 

My mind, I must confess, was long agitated between these 
widely different opinions : now I verged towards the one, now 
towards the other extreme ; and for a long time continued in such 
painful suspense, that I would have given a world to have been 
satisfied in a matter of such vast importance in human life. But 
at length I obtained a full and most convincing discovery of this 
very intricate affair, and let who will deny it, lam perfectly satis- 
fied that, however justly the guilt of men may be charged on their 
own corruptions, infernal spirits do exist ; and are. fully employed 
in forwarding their wicked designs and purposes. Yea, I have 
learned so much of the art and address of diabolical spirits in this 
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DIALOGUE L 



FAflTOSUB AND ATA&O. 



Ayabo. So ho! FasU>sus, whither so fast at this time of 
the morning ? Be not in such a harry: but let a Icindred 
devil exchange a few words with you. Pray, how do you 
<io, uncle ? 

Fastosus. Ha ! my nephew Avaro ! I little thought of 
finding you in the vale at present. But I am glad to see 
you. Pray, how do you do? 

AvABO. I thank you, sir, I am pretty well, only tired with 
much exercise. But pray where were you going in such a 
hurry ? When I called to you, you seemed to outfly the 
wind ! 

Fastosus. Indeed, Avaro, I should not be willing to dis- 
cover my concerns to every inquirer ; but I condescend to 
make free with you, on account of our near kindred ; and 
knowing you to be a true son of Beelzebub, I can trust you 
with any secret. As for my present hurry, the occasion of 
it is tins. The right honorable Madame de la Coquette having ^ 
an inclination to a suit, of some fashion never before invent- 
ed, was thrown into a violent fever, through the dullness of 
the mantua-makers, who could devise no cut suitable to her 
ladyship's desire. Finding her life to be in danger, unless 
8ha'3tvas gratified, I was last night dispatched to hell, to pro- 
cure a new pattern from the best artists there ; and having 
got it, I was going post to France, to assist my lady's man- 
tua-maker in cutting and finishing it : which done, I suppose 
I shall have a trip to X^ondon, to accommodate the countess 
of JPrudeland with a suit against the next court-day. 

AvABo. What ! the courtly Fastosus become mantua-ma- 
ker ! I should never have thought of such an employment, 
for my part. You have now descended low, indeed, uncle ? 

Fastosus. Indeed, Avaro, your ignorance almost pro- 
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vokes me to be angry with you. But you need not be so 
much surprised at my concerns with the mantua-makers ; 
for I assure you 1 am so much admired for my skill in dress, 
by both sexes of the human race, that there is scarcely a 
suit of clothes made, either for man or woman, without my 
direction. Nor shall you find a peruke maker hardy enough 
to venture a wig on the blocks ere he has had my opinion 
of it. in short, cousin, there is very little done, and in dress 
there b nothing done, in high life or low, but 1 have a hand 
in it. 

AvARO. If I have offended my honored uncle, 1 humbly 
6eg your pardon. I assure you, I said nothing out of dis- 
respect to you. We all know that your spirit is princely > 
your monarchy great, and your dominion very extensive. 
But indeed I never tliought of your being conversant with 
tailors, barbers, and mantua-makers. 

Fastosits. Nay, nephew, I am not angry. Neverthe- 
less, you ought to revere me as your elder and better, aad 
not take upon you to call in question the truth of what 1 say. 
As for the barbers, they are a set of transformists, established 
wholly by my dexterity ; and but for my sovereignty over 
man, these transformations had never been introduced. Now 
the transforming trade goes on so successfully, that there is 
reason to hope very many will be at last transformed into 
the likeness and nature of our sable fraternity. 

AvARo. Pray, uncle, be not angry with me, if I do not 
speak altogether as you would have me ; for you know I 
never had any inclination to learning or politeness ;^ and 1 
cannot help expressing my wonder at some things you say. 
Besides, I am amazed to see you look so thin ; why you 
look like a skeleton! What have you been doing, or' where 
have you been? By your looks, you might have travelled 
barefooted to the holy land, or crept on your hands anAeet 
to Medina, and wept forty days by the^tomb of our dear 
friend Mahomet. You have not been on pilgrimage, sure ! 

Fastosvs. I thought, from what 1 had said, you might 
have known that I have not been on pilgrimage very lately ; 
though I assure you, 1 have oflen travelled to Jerusalem and 
to Mecca as a guide to those holy pilgrims. There is not 
one of all the bare-legged travellers, who will stir their foot 
from home, until their good friend Fastosus is equipped in 
palmerian habiliments, to press forward in the van as thei 
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protector^ Nor are these pilgrims my only vassals; for the 
superstitious, of all d^nominatioDs, have with one consent 
devoted themselves to me. 

AvARo. Well, hut, uncle, I am sure they worship me 
with sincere regard, as well as they do yon ; and I either 
attend them in person, or pour my influences upon every 
one o£ them, in all their religious journeys to Jerusalemy 
Mecca, or elsewhere* 

Fastosus. It may be so, Avaro ; but their prostitution 
to covetousness hinders not their devotion to pride ; for I 
have cpnducted many of this fraternity to the supposed sep- 
ulchre of Jesus of Nazareth, who, in their own opinion^ 
iprere made so holy thereby, that when they returned to their 
native country, they thought the earth itself unworthy to 
bear the pressure of a foot, which had trod the threshold of 
the adored sepulchre. These religious adventurers, (espe- 
cially if they obtain some precious relics, of which there 
are great store in Palestine) generally lift them so far above 
their fellow creatures that thenceforward they can held no . 
intercourse with the common people, lest their supposed 
spotless garments should be polluted with worldly filthiness. 
Nor is it uncommon for these fantastical devotees to ima- 
gine, that by their journeys to Judea they have g^^ined con. 
siderably above the price of heaven. So that when they 
come to die, they have holiness sufficient for themselves, 
and a handsome legacy to bequeath, as an help-out to some 
poor brother, who loves home better than the holy land. 

AvARo. Ay, Fastosus ; but then you may thank my 
brother Falax and me for your Jerusalem journeys : none 
of them would have been instituted but through falsehood, 
deceit, and covetousness. And I really think that we did 
excellent service to the great Beelzebub and the sublime 
porte of hell, in imposing that cheat upon mankind. 
Though, by the way, one would wonder that the reasonable 
mind should be so easily deceived, seeing there is nothing 
in any of thees pilgrimages, that has so much as the appear- 
ance of religion. 

Often have I laughed in my sleeve to. see the poor pil- 
grims, with holy awe and profound reverence, approach a 
log of rotten wood, fully believing it to be part of the cross 
on which Immanuel was crucified. Oh ! how have I seen 
them congratulate themselves on their supposed happiness. 
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if by any means they had procured a diminutive chip of an 
old gate.post, from the hand of a venerable priest, with his 
holy word upon it, that it was part of the cross ! And, to 
speak the truth, which you know I am not very fond of, 
these reverend gentlemen have words and wood equally 
plenty ; for when one log is sold off, they immediately re- 
place it with another ; so that this market will not stop for 
want of merchandise, while there is a tree lefl in the forest 
of Lebanon. I ^ould not, on any account, that the world 
should know that the traffic in relics is all a cheat, by the 
help whereof ray dear children, the Jerusalem priests, get 
more money for chips of rotten wood, than the greatest 
merchant in Norway gets for his masts, and yards, &;c. 

Fastosus. By what you say, and I own it to be right, 
cousin, you and I must share the persons and divide the 
spoil betwixt us, on the day of reckoning. You and cousin 
Falax haVe laid the snare very craftily, and I, by my haughty 
influences, drive the fools to it. Good Avaro, your game 
would not go well withour my assistance ; and while you 
and I continue to play into each-other's hand, wd can readily 
bring the two fools to meet, each deceiving and being de- 
ceived. 1 mean, we can bring the covetous fool, and the 
credulous fool together. The credulous deceives the covet- 
ous fool with his money, and the covetous deceives the 
credulous fool with his rotten wood. Dear Avaro, our work 
goes forward apace, and we shall have them both at last. 

AvAHo. No doubt of it, Fastosus ; for both the covetous 
and over-credulous are ours, by common consent. Our 
game could not well go better than it doth at present ; for 
all ranks and degrees of people are subjected to our potent 
sway. No doubt but you have heard of that noble piece 
of architecture called the TripleCrown, which 1 and my 
brother Falax made for bur worthy friend and stedfast ally 
the pope of Rome. 

Fastosus. Heard of it! Surely I have. Was not I the 
principal person concerned in the work ? But, Avaro, you 
have an ugly way of denying people the due honors of their 
labor. But for me, his Holiness would never have thought 
of such an invention. And as I had the principal hand in 
it, I aver, that the b^st mathematician in hell could not have 
invented a more excellent piece, I have thought, ever since, 
that the artful.Falax acted his part with as much dexterity. 
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in the formation of that capital ornament as, when he and 
we assisted our venerable friend, Mahomet, in composing 
Ihe Alcoran. But the chief beauty of it was, to see our 
hoary friend, the pope, with greater confidence than if he 
had been one of ourselves, exalt the papal chair above all 
that is called God. So that now, in the sense of the Romish 
iinpostor, saving and damning depend no longer on the 
justice and mercy of the Eternal, but upon the. will and 
pleasure of him who fills the infallible chair. . ' 

Were we any thing but Devils whose hatred to Truth is 
implacable, it would have grieved us to see how she sighed 
and sobbed, as if her heart would break, when the impos- 
tors assumed the character of infallibility. She knocked 
iv'ith violence at the gates of the bishop's palace : but there 
'was no admission for her there. She begged and prayed 
that the inferior ranks of the reverend clergy would re- 
ceive her ; but no one of them would suffer her to come 
under their roof; so that the poor heaven-born lady swooned 
in the streets, and there was none to assist her. Her eyes 
became as fountains of briny tears, trickhng down her radi- 
ant cheeks ; her locks were dishevelled, and her apparel 
hung dangling around her. In this mournful plight she went 
through all the streets of the mystic Babylon, uttering her 
lamentations in every public place, and in every concourse 
of the people. But, as in former times she had piped to 
them, and none of the worshippers of the Beast would dance; 
so now she mourned to them, but none of them would la- 
ment. She stretched forth her hands all the day long, but 
none of them would attend to her ; the venerable pope, 
father of the world, having published a decree that none of 
them should suffer her under their roof, nor administer the 
least comfort to her in her calamity, under pain of the Rack, 
the Gibbet, the Wheel, or Fire and Fagot. Yea, more ; 
when his Holiness saw the importunity of Divine Truth, 
and perceived that she would be a perpetual thorn in his 
side, if not timely and wisely prevented, by forcing her out 
of the world, he clad himself in Vulcanian artt^of , enought 
for her in every comer of Babylon ; when he nae^ withheri 
launched his fatal spear with papal force against her, that 
wounding her so deeply, she fainted and fell to the ground, 
and no doubt had died had she not been immortal. When 
the most holy bishop had thus deprest her, he cried out in 
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devilish triumph, " I am th& successor of Peter ^ the vicar 
of Christf the pillar of truths the porter of heaven, and the 
supreme head of the church" At which words, Truth en« 
tirely disappeared, and to this day has not been suffered to 
set one foot within the limits of the papacy. 

Atabo. It was a noble enterprize ; nothing could exceed 
it. I am persuaded, that the man who was in-dwelt by our 
brother Legion, and resided among the tombs, was never 
capable of coming so near to us devils in cruelty, deceit, 
and falsehood, as that same venerable man, his infallible 
holiness, hath upon every occasion. 

Fastosus. Indeed, Avaro, Legion, though a many-viced 
devil, is but a fool when compared to his holiness ; but i^ is 
highly necessary that he should be well qualified in devil- 
ism, se^ng he is appointed Beelzebub's great vicegerent 
in the Christian world. 

AvARo. Great are the abilities requisite to such a sta- 
tion ; and his holiness possesseth them liberally. Did you 
ever hear, Fastosus, the manner in which our Italian sue- 
cess was received by Beelzebub the great, and his infernal 
nobility ? 

Fastosus. I suppose I have ; but I have so many things 
to think of, that at present it has escaped my memory ; 
therefore, if you remember it, I shall be obliged to you for 
the recital. 

AvARo. With all my heart. I assure you it is well worth 
your hearing, for thereby it appeared that his infernal ma- 
jesty had the deepest sense of our services, and conceived 
the strongest hope of the increase of his kingdom {rom the 
alliance formed betwixt the sublime porte of hell, and the 
apostolic chair at Rome.. 

As soon as swift- winged Fame arrived at the gate, known 
by the name of earth-gate, she knockdd violently, as you 
know is customary with her upon any emergent occasion. 
Our friend Cerperus, the porter, no sooner saw that it was 
Fame, but he immediately sent a messenger to court, to ip- 
form his majesty and peers, that the ambassadress Fame was 
arrived. In shorter time than a lawyer could frame a lie, 
liell was all in an uproar, every inhabitant being big with 
expectation of some important news from our friends on 
earth. Fifty of the nobility were dispatched from court, to 
congratulate Fame on her arrival, and to conduet her in 
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flrtate to the court-end of the city. The mighty Beelzehi/b 
ascended the flaming throne, to receive the umbassadress 
witbnmperial grandeur ; and as soon as she arrived, she was 
introduced to his sublime presence, by Lucifer, prime min- 
ister of state, and in full court related all (hat had passed 
concerning the change sit Rome in the system of religion : 
which desirable news was received with all the demonstra- 
tions of joy damned spirits are capable of. Fame having 
finished her relation, the mighty prince, who sat on the stu- 
pendous throne, arrayed in all the majesty becoming his 
elevated stolon, Med his warlike arm, waved the imperial « 
sceptre for audience, and thus addressed his courtiers, his 
eyes blazing as burning furnaces, while he spake. 

** My lords, my brethren in sovereignty, and sharers of 
my glory ;'from the just sense I have of^youfsteady attach- 
ment te my interest and government, as hath always ap. 
peared from your unwearied study, as far as possible, to 
destroy the creatures of our arch-enemy, whom, constrained, 
we call the Almighty ; and promoting to the utmost our 
common interest among mankind. From such considera- 
tions, 1 cannot forbear congratulating your highnesses on 
the happy turn our affairs on the earth have taken, by the 
indefatigable pains and vigilant endeavors of our worthy 
friends and genuine descendants, Fastosus, Avaro, Falax, 
&c. dec. : as appears by the report you havejust now heard 
iroin the mouth of our swifl- winged ambassadress, Fame* 
By the industry of those worthy spirits, worms of the earth 
are wrought up to such a degree of pride and $eif-conceity 
as to undertake enterprises that we, who are of angelic race, 
could not acccomplish ; yea, even to assume prerogatives, 
which never once came into our minds. My noble lords, 
there is reason to believe that this revolution will prove a 
leading step towards a very plentiBil harvest. 1 signify 
therefore as my will and pleasure, tirat your highnesses take 
special care that the lodgings at the court-end of the city 
are- kept in due repair, as henceforth we -may expect ^t 
every term, numerous shoals of popish priests of all ranks, 
to take up their residence with us; and you may be sure 
they will take it very ill, if they are not accommodated ac 
eoiding to their quality. 

<* I think, my lords, it is worthy of observation, that all 
the missionai^es we ever dispatched among the heathen^!, 

B 
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could not prevail with poor pagan priests to aspire to that 
degree of impiety, which the pope hath now assumed. I 
hope, my lords, that truth and holiness are in a fair way of 
being banished from the lace of the earth ; for I am per. 
suaded, that this universal father, his cardinals, legates, and 
bishops, will exert all their influence to promote our interest 
in the suppression of our enemies." Having said this, a 
flaming billow rolled over he imperial seat, and so stunned 
the good old prinpe, that he could speak no more for a 
Aeason. 

Fastosus. All those things I well remember, now you 
have mentioned them. But I want to know what you have 
^ot in that leather bag. You have not become nailer, sure.? 

AvARo. This bag, sir, contains a thousand pounds, which 
a certain attorney, a dear child of mine, wants to have de- 
posited in some place of security, as he has not at present 
an opportunity of putting it out to generate, an increasing 
faculty with which all his <Qther cash is endued. This same 
gentleman is a person of great worth, ready to assist the 
rich and great, provided always that his good deeds are 
handsomely rewarded. But so cautious and prudent is he, 
that he utterly abhors parting with even so small a pittance 
as a guinea, to relieve a poor distressed tradesman ; and in- 
deed for this very suflicient reason, that be cannot, in such 
a case, obtain land security for his money ; so that if the 
poor man is ever so honest and industrious, he must eveD 
reconcile his thoughts to a dungeon, or seek relief from an- 
other quarter ; for our worthy lawyer would part with no 
money to deliver him from it. His present fear is^ lest any 
of his poor neighbors, knowing that he has plenty of moi^ey* 
by him, should, by their pressing solicitations, over-persuade 
him to part with a little to help them in their distresses; 
for he, like many other honest men, is determined to keep 
what he has got, if one half of the pafish should die for 
want of bread. 

Fastosus. By your description of the worthy lawyer, I 
may expect his children as my pupils afler his decease. I 
warrant me, Avaro, before their father is half consumed by 
the worms, 1 shall have them bowing and cringing to me as 
their god. I have remarked, for some thousands of years, 
that when the parents have won^hipped the god Avaro, by 
jgiving themselves up to covetousness, for the most part. 
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ifter their decease, the children have made choice of mc 
and our cousin Profanity for their patrons. Surely, if cov- 
etous parents knew Vhat courses children would follow 
when their heads are laid low in the grave, and their souls 
iStill lower in hell, they would quarrel with their god Avaro, 
or die with grief on the prospd^ct. 

AvARO. Ay, uncle ; but there is not one of all my nu- 
merous disciples, who knows me by my proper name ; and 
I am by far too subtle for them to find out the cheat. My 
English vassals, for instance, commonly worship me under 
(he false names of industry or frugality, prudence or lauda- 
ble care ; but there is not one of thein who can be prevailed 
with to believe himself a worshipper of the devil Aviaro,' 
which is, you know, my true and proper name. 

Fastostts, Nothing equals our success ; for you damn 
the parents by covetousness, and we damn the children by 
pride and profanity. Good Avaro, we have them hip and 
thigh ; it is but a few of all the mundane race that we lose ; 
and those also we should have, if they were not forcibly 
taken from us : but this is one comfort, that if we must have 
the mcMrtrfication' of seeing any of the human race get safe 
to heaven, we have also the pleasure of disturbing and dis- 
tracting their minds on the journey ; and many of them we 
bring to the stake or gibbet, under the direction of our good 
friend Crudelis, who presides over those hells upon earth, 
known by the name of the holy inquisitions. 

AvARo. Hells, did you say 1 Right, hells indeed ! One 
holy inquisitor goes beyond an hundred of oiir fraternity in 
the art of cruelty, which you know is the first of the learned 
sciences at Rome. Such wonderful inventions of.torturing, 
one would have thought, could never have been contrived. 
What ingenuity does the rack display ! How excellently 
formed for exquisite torture ! What an apt resemblance of 
the infernal furnace is the dry pan ! A contrivance worthy 
the most skilful among the Beelzebubian artists. But their 
watery torment, the gag and pitcher, is what raises them' 
most in my esteem. Almost every, blockhead hath some 
notion of a hell of fire ;' but it is peculiar to the skill of an 
holy inquisitor to contrive a hell of water. In this, Fastosus, 
we must all knock under to them, for indeed they are our 
betters. And, to enhance their merit, their torments are 
inflicted upon the unhappy wretches, who fall into their 
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hands, under a show of the greatest sanctity towards God^ 
and pity to the unhappy victim of their cruelty. And sa 
very stiictly do they and their assisting familiars observe the 
rules of inviolable secrecy^, that' the world can never know 
the hundredth part of their vidany^*. 

FASTOstfs. * Secrecy is indispensably necessary to a peo- 
ple so much devoted to our interest a» the worthy inc^uisi- 
tors and the rest of the Romish clergy are. Were it kiiown 
to the world what methods they take to aggrandize them-^ 
selves and support the papal hierarchy, the cheat would be 
discovered, the fabric would fall to thie ground, thecrafl.by 
which they have their wealth would soon be at aaendjanci 
their. reverences be brought into contempt. 
' Certainly the great Beelzebub will deal gratefuHy with 
the holy father at Rome, and his cardinals, inquisitors and 
bishopsy when they arrive in hell. For my own part, I 
stedfastly beUeve that if our good friends the popes and in- 
quisitors are- not served below their quality, they will be 
put in possession of the seats on the riglit hand of his ina. 
jesty's throne, as our friend Mahomet and his mufties were 
in those on the leA. And when their extraordinary merit is 
considered, our infernal nobility will have no reason to 
grumble at tbeir advancement ;.fer nothing less can be 
deemed adequate to their uncommon tnerit and usefulness 
in confirming;, our dominion, over mankind. And so fer- 
vently have they our interest at heart^.that it would be very 
extraordinary indeed, if any of them should be lost, and fall 
short of our dreary abode. 

AvARo. ThiB basest ingratitude to use them otherwise, 
Fastosus. For my own part, I shall always give place to a 
pope or inquisitor, and I think it is the duty of all our sable 
fraternity so tado ; for when Uieiv inferior species is con- 
sidered, it will appear that they not only vie with,, but even 
exceed the most dextierous among us in many things*. 

Fastosus. I am thinking, Avaro, of the easy station you 
have got, in comparison of mine. You are concerned but 
with a few, T am concerned with every one. You chieffy 
serve the higher ranks of people, but I am hackneyed night 
and day by all sorts of men, from his holiness the pope ta 
the hermit in his cell, ficont the queen on the throne to 
Bridget the farmer^s maid» But was it not that I find ray 
account in k^ and by that means am adored as a divinity^. 



OF DBVILS. 17 

my princely mind would never submit to such constant 
drudgery. 

AvAHo. Good Fastosus, I speak it with reverence, but 
you are exceedingly mistaken in my business. I assure 
you, it increaseth every day upon my hands, and requires 
very constant application ; insomuch, that for these twelve 
^ears 1 have not had time to close my eyes for one refresh- 
mg nap. Ah, uncle ! I am concerned with, and for many ; 
andwith none more than with the sons of the mystic whore. 
This old bawd, with the scarlet gown, hath many children, 
who swarm as locusts along the face of many Kuropoan 
countries, and eat up the good of the land before them. 
And there is not one amongst them, who knows how to 
spend a day without my company. When I would gladly 
lay me down for a little rest, one or other of them conjures 
me up to inquire afler pay for this funeral mass, that dispen- 
sation, or the other pardon. For, you may know, that with 
them there is nothing to be done without ready cash ; for 
they never give credit. 

Fastosus. That old proverb, << Money answereth all 
things," seems well adapted to the tenets of your disciples, 
Avaro. 

At Alto. Wonderfully adapted, sir! very wonderfully 
adapted ; for money forivards their devotion vastly, and 
helps theni strangely on, in their way to heaven. Dear 
children of mine I own them to bel for, notwithstanding 
their pretended love to devotion and the souls of their fellow 
creatures ; if a poor man travelling' from earth to heaven, 
should happen to be arrested by any of the officers of pur^ 
gatory, (who make it their business to waylay travellers) 
and be turned over to the tormentors ; if such a man has 
not left a sufficient sum for purgatorial masses, and no welL- 
disposed lay person is found to supply the deficient assets 
of the prisoner, he may lie, if it be possible, until he is 
burned to tinder, ere any parson of the convent will put one 
hand to help him out of 4hose dreary flames. But, on the 
other hand, if a sufficient sum is lefl for masses to be said to 
the lady of Loretto, St. Dominick, St. Dennis, or any other 
eloquent saint, all the parsons will apply as cheerfully as 
yonng dromedaries, and put their shoulders to the work, like 
so many bulls in a yoke, until they have cleared him of his 
prison. You may always be sure that with them, according 

B 2 
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io.th» w.elUknomo. piojireib) ^^It is money that nmkes t&e 
mareto'go." 

Fastosusw f fT9iy you^ Avaio, where does ^his samb 
purgatory slandl I have often, heard of it, but never could 
meet with it, either in this or the oUier worlds notwithstand- 
ing I have sought i^ with care. 

A VARO. You have sought for it in the wro&g place, uncle ; 
you should have ransacked the l^ains of the pope and his 
clergy ; for there^ and iK>where else, the chimera is. to be 
ibuod. It is. only a scheme .to get money, that I contrived 
for them ; and hitherto it has answered our highest eicpecta- 
tiona ; for by this craft the parsons have gceal emoluments 

Fastosvs* This 1 da know, that notlung is. more attrac- 
tive of the attention^ of their reverences^ than brilliant gold ; 
lor the sake of which, systems the most absurd are imposed 
upon mankind, with the sanction of priestly authodty.. In. 
deed, it is presumed that these holy men will autfaoriza no- 
thing bul what is. lucrative. Oh the wonderfuLtrade of priest- 
craft ! Indeed, Avaro, I begin to think you a devil of good 
abilities, and an honor to the race of Beelzebub* 

AvABo. I am. highly obliged to you for your good QpinioQ» 
sir ; and assure you, that were you acquainted with the sys- 
tem of our goveroment, I should gonearto^ rivet myself in 
your esteem ; an honor which I much desire, and in order 
to which, I shall relate a certain affair which wonderfully 
displays the geoiu& of priestcraft,, and gives the moet just 
idea of the doctrine of purgatory. 

Fastosus. I shall be glad to hear il another time, cousin ; 
but for the present I must be gone, to forward my lady's 
lobes ; for the mantua-makec dare not touich them, before 
my arrival at Paris. Exactly lour hours hence I shall give 
you the meeting. 

Ayaro. I shall think of the app<Mnttnent, uncle,. Suq» 
eesa to your enterprise. 
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DIALOGUE n. . 

FASrOSUB AND ATAKQ. 

fisiNO acquainted with the appointment, 1 choae to wait 
for their comii^ ; but was so alarmed at what I had heard 
and seen, that I lurked close in my retreat, not daring to 
attempt any discoveries. At the time appointed, I perceived 
them walking up the valley ; and as they drew near, 

Fastosus said. Yes, Avaro^ 1 assure you there was great 
joy in the court of Versailles on account of my arrival, and 
that both anoongst the French and English ladies : the latter 
of whom are the humble servile imitators of the former; 
which tends ao to chagrin some, and give pleasure to others 
of them, that by this means contentions run very high among 
the French ladies. One part complains of the English, as 
no more than the. apes of the French ; these are they who 
would monopolize all the finery to themselves ; therefore 
their censure of the EInglish ladies is not to he regarded. 
The others boast of their superiority, and are not a little 
proud of theirtlominion over the fair Anglicans ; wlio, they 
suppose, dare not attempt to introduce so much as the pattern 
of an head-dress, until it hath the approbation of the French. 
But to diop this fi>r the present, Avaro,. I shall he glad to 
hear the story you mentioned Wore we parted*. 

AvARa It was this, sir. There was a gentleman in 
Provence, a steady member of the holy Roman Catholic 
church, who died lately, and as soon as dead, his pious rela- 
tions made his death known to their reverences the priests, 
in order to procure their good offices, in behalf of their de- 
parted frienid, whose soul, it was upon no ill ground feared, 
was hardly white enough for heaven, and would therefore 
be obliged to call at purgatory, for an effectual cleansing, 
ere he could proceed further upon his journey. The vene- 
rable priests ao sooner heard of the gentleman's death, than 
they prudently began to consult the good of the church, and 
what means appeared to them the m6st likely to feather 
their own nest ; as this must needs he done, either by the 
life or death of the laity. This being their sole intent, it 
was unanimously agreed to refer themselves to my direc- 
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tion,aiid aniatervtew in the apartment of the principal was 
requested. Being at that time in the neighborhood, I imme- 
diately granted their petition, and presented myself among 
them, in the principal's chamber ; a place very familiar ta me. 
The reverend old father was na sooner aware of my Arrival, 
than he arose from his seat, fell prostrate before me, to do 
me humble greeting, withal expressing the most grateful 
senipe of my care and condescension, in coming sp i^oqa to 
^hei.r assiatance. 

Humble salutation past, the principal addressed me in 
the following learned manner. " Worshipful Prudence," 
lor that ia the name 1 am known by among them, << we 
have an iEiffair of great importance to lay before you; and 
with the pralbundest humility will we thank you for your 
advice." 

Fastosus. Nay, Avaro, if you talk- any thing about that 
same humility, I will not stay a moment longer, for i hate 
^he nature of it. 

AvARO. You need not be offended, sir ; for the gentle, 
men in question have as little of that as your heart coirl(( 
wish for. It is not the nature, but the mere name of humii. 
Uy, which serves t*be purposes of priestcrail ; and which he 
and his brethren so much admired. And you know, sir, 
that the name without the nature of humility, is nothing but 
pride in disguiae. 

Fastosus. WeU^ I am glad they have no more of it ; for 
that Humility is a fellow whom L abhor ; but I thank my 
stars it is very seldom that I meet with him ; however, when 
he and I do meet, we as naturally quarrel as the elephant 
and the rhinoceros.* 

AvARO. I assured them of my assistance, and the old par- 
son went on witli his story. "O! thoupriest^governing 
spirit, (said he,) thou must know, that about eleven of the 
clock, last night, a neighboring gentleman went out of this 
into the other world, leaving behind him an estate, upwards 
of ten thousand poun(h per annunoy devolving to an only 
son, and to this convent has )eil no qnore tjian fburscore 
crowns, for the salutary work of delivering his poor soul 
from the dreadful flames of purgatory. I do not know, in,, 
deed, but our great lady, whom we serve, might be satisfied 
with half the sum ; but we thy servants nre not sp easily 
pleased. It is our pioos desi re to procure as mj«;h of Ihe youngr 



aiai^^'s' estate, as by any means we can, for our own private 
use ; as none of us can- tell what we may want before we 
die*- Besides, we do not know but so large an estate, de- 
volving unencumbered upon him, may be the means of ruin- 
ing the soul and body of the inexperienced youths- Now, 
we, as the holy guardians-of his ^Ivation^ thii^ it neoessary, 
ibr the good of his soul,, to cut off as^ much as- we can of the 
fuel of his lusts ; well knowing how dangerous riches are to 
the laity. Thus, great patron, I have revealed the pious 
intent of oiir venerable brotherhood ; and, lovely spirit, if 
thou canst by thy advice serve us in this matter, we entreat 
thee to do it; for our eyes are to thee, and our hearts are ' 
open to receive thy instructions." 

Fastosus; Who could have thought, Avaro, of any of 
your disciples being exposed to such exalted piety ? How- 
ever, it was piety of the true Romish stamp, greatly admired 
by the venerable clergy. 

Avaro. Well, said I, most reverend father, let not your 
pious mind be afflicted about the young gentleman's soul. 
Let you and yous worthy brethren observe my instructions ; 
and I shall undertake to put you in possession of the greatest 
part of his estate ; which,, as you justly observe, wiU great- 
ly redound to the safety ef his soul.- 

Be sure that you bury the old gentleman, with as much 
seeming sorrow and devotion as might be expected from a 
well-paid parson ; yea, with as much feigned courtesy to 
the heir^«as if the deceased had left you five hundred pounds. 
Then be sure to- say mass^fbr him to your lady,«St*' Domi- 
flick^vSt. Franeisyor to the saint of jrour convent, as- soon as 
possible.^ That being done, let a skilful- messenger from 
your reverences wait on the son and heir, to tell him that, 
alas ! his poor father has got much deeper into purgatory 
than was expected, on account of some sins which he had 
concealed from his confessor ; which sins, because they are 
bidden, will take a great deal of burning, unless expiated in 
time by frequent masses* Tell him that you are not certain, 
but you hope, about two hundred crowns, laid out in masses 
i^ some favorite, loquacious saint, may go near to procure 
ius-deliverance. This news will probably so surprise the 
youth, that the messenger will receive the money, and his 
hearty prayers into the bargain : for if he is' a good church- 



man, it will not be easy to persuade him thtit your reveren- 
ces only aim at picking hia pocketsr 

Having received the mpney, you nrust take care not to go 
any more to the young gentlenlan, until the time that all 
the masses might have been said : then go to him again, 
and tell him that by fervent application you have at last got 
liis father's soul within a few yards of the surface of the 
flames ; that you cannot possibly restore him an inch farther, 
until more masses are said for him ; and that you think an 
hundred crowns' worth more may, in all probability, clear 
him. This being received, take care not to visit him again 
too soon, but wait until another quantity of masses might 
have been said. At a proper time go to him again : expa- 
tiate much flpon the piety of your brethren : Tell him, that 
by their endeavors, his father was quite discharged from the 
court of purgatory, and was just going to be turned out at 
the head end of the town, when it happened, most unlucki- 
ly, that there came up the soul of a woman, whom he had 
debauched in his life-tinie ; that this malicious woman had 
brought an action against him, the bill was found, and the 
poor old gentleman condemned to fiercer burnings than be- 
fore, which may last for many yeatsf, unless a speedy stipplV 
of money is granted, to procure friends in heaven to inter- 
cede for his release. This^scfieme will procure yoG double 
the former sums. You know, father, hidden sins take a 
great deal of burning. 

Six or eight months afterwards, go to the young gentle- 
man again, and tell him that you laid out his last money to 
the best advantage, that with it you procured half a dozen of 
the best orators in heaven to plead his father's cause ; who, 
by their fervent supplications, had at last prevailed ; that 
the old gentleman was delivered from his torments, and was 
led in triumph to the gates, to be dispatched immediately 
for glory. But, as his unlucky stars would have it, just as 
the porter opened the gate, there came up the soul of a men- 
dicant friar, whom the old gentleman had in hia life-time 
unhappily beat, and now openly accused him of this almost 
unpardonable crime : on which account he was reminded 
back to more exquisite torments than ever. Tell the young 
gentleman that this unhappy accident caused such grief to 
the brethren, that there is hardly any one of them able to 
say Ave-Maria ; and that some of them intend, as soon as 
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their strength will admit, to go to Jerusalem, to try if by 
any means they can procure his deliveraJQca at the holy 
<5ross or sepulchre. 

You know very well, reverend father, in what tender, and 
.pious strain to tell your story ; and to make it penetrate the 
deeper, you can shed a few crocodile tears over it. If you 
manage wisely, you may, in this case, sell your tears at 
more than a crown each. Be sure thus always to find out 
some impediment or other to the old man's release. You 
may bring him often to the gates, but if onoe you let him go 
through^ all your hopes are over from this quarter. Care 
should also be taken to inform the young heir of the tremend- 
ous curses the pope has denounced against those impious 
children, who enjoy their wealth and ease« whilst they suf- 
fer their poor unhappy parents to lie roasting in purgatory, 
rather than pay the priests for delivering them. 

Fastosus. Ay, Avaro ! But what if the young gentle- 
man should have sense enough to see through :the villany of 
the parsons, and courage enough to refuse the money ? How 
then, cousin ? 

AvAfio. That was what I was going ito tell you, sin 
For, continued I, if, sir, young 'squire Great-purse should 
have sagacity enough to see through your scheme, and ^ny 
you the money, let one of your most devout brethren assume 
the ghost, from night to night haunt his d welliogi and, in an 
articulate manner, utter, in the name of theiather deceased, 
the most dreadful curses against his undutiful son, who pos- 
sesseth a large estate in peace and pleasure, whilst his poor 
father lies broiling in the flames of purgatory. By th^se 
means you may procure either all or moat of the estate to 
yourselves. , 

Fastosus. An excellent scheme ! and, from whatl have 
known of those reverend worthies, exactly suited to their 
taste and principles. 

AvARo. It was so, as you shall hear : For I had no 
sooner finished, but the aged father, who was not likely to 
live to say many more masses, arose, and, with tears in his 
eyes, thanked me a thousand times for my cordial advice ; 
protesting that nothing could be better adapted to the end 
proposed, or more agreeable to the principles both of him 
and his brethren ; assuring me that they would follow my 
<di2ection8,as invariably as Saturadoes his orbit. 
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Fastostoi. By the account of the Romish priests, it ap« 
pears that they are at no loss for merchandize. Purgatorial 
fires, holy water, masses, dispensations, pardons, 6lc. are 
commodities which do not require a very large capital, and 
yet are attended with considerable profits. The great par« 
sons, over and above the tythe of the lands, have very ad* 
vantageous craft by this means. 4But between you and me, 
cousin, it is all the merchandize of the scarlet strumpet. 

AvARO. It would be dangerous to our interest, if the 
world Should know the truth. Then our great vicegerent 
would be worshipped a» a god no more. The wondrous 
beast which ascended out of the sea of ignorance and error, 
would be torn limb from limb, and his carcass given to the 
hawks and ravens. 

Fastosus. So then I find yoit are a papist as well as me. 
I myself have large concerns among the clergy, and with 
none more than his holiness the pope, the great parson at 
Rome ; the parson of the parsons. This universal parson^ 
though he pretends to be tlescended from Peter, my enemy, 
hath conceived such a good opinion of my abilities, that he 
will not matke a decree, nor publish a buH, until I have put 
the finishing hand to it. You know, cousin, that I am none 
of those who are backward in showing their -opinion, but 
readily dictate to all who refer themselves to cny direction. 
As to his holiness, notwithstanding he is the father of the 
,whole church, he is my humble servant ; and,-€U9 1 said be- 
fore, consults me upoh all occasions. The advice that I 
give, in general, is, that by all means he take care to keep 
up liis authority over ithe consciences and liberties of man- 
kind : and the same advice I give to the -clergy in. general* 
Hence every parson attempts to reign within his own dis- 
trict, despotic and supreme over the consciences of the peo- 
pie, who are obliged, under pain of damnation, to honor him 
as the plenipotentiary of heaven, and the arbitrary distribu- 
ter of blessings and curses. I advise his holiness at all 
events, to support his infallibility beyond the scriptures of 
truth, and his supremacy above the laws of God or man. 
This same advice I whisper in the ear of my clergy in gen- 
eral, who, to a man, agree that the scripture 'Shall not. pass 
with toleration, unless it is dressed in the garb of their in- 
terpretations. As such, and only as such, 'it is imposed on 
their parishioners. The good -old vicar never contradicts 
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'«ny {hing I say, notwithstanding he knows, at the same 
time, his pretensions to he a cheat ; hut to the utmost of his 
power, follows the directions of his adored Fastosus ; and 
never did mortal man show more implicit ohedience to the 
monarch of darkness. 

AvARO. So then the papists worship his holiness the 
pope, and he worships the devil Fastosus. Is not this the 
system of the popish divinity in a few words, uncle ? 

Fastosus. It is so; and n system adhered to hy many 
who are called Protestants. For, with such love to wealth 
and honor have you and I inspired .them, that although, as 
reasonable beings, they must Jcbow that the. Almighty Ruler 
will bring their ways into impartial scrutiny, and judge 
them for their fallacious guile ; yet, for the sake of worldly 
riches and honor« at all events, they resolutely follow our 
directions. 

AvARO. Ay, sir, that is the heaven of the priests. They 
both seek andJiave their reward. The fat of the land is in 
their possession, and they are honored as the directors of 
conscience. And yet they are the successors of the apos- 
tles, who had neither silver nor gold,; and yet they are the 
ministers of Jesus, who would not receive honors from men. 
And yet they are the most humble.creatures that ever lived ; 
and yet it is death to contradiot ihem, 

Fastosus. Having made sure of the mighty father of 
the world, his hdiness of Rome, to join issue with us in 
promoting our interest among men ; 1 have an excellent de- 
vice to insure all .the other ranks of his dependent clergy 
to our interest likewise. The patriarchs and cardinals are 
sure to, prove loyal to the popi^, and, of consequence, to us, 
from a hope, which I have inspired each. of therh with, of 
one day ascending the papal throne himself. The loyalty 
of the archbishops is insured by the hope of a cardinal's 
hat, and their right reverences the bishops are sure to re- 
main inoffensive animals,. in hope of attaining in some fu« 
ture period the Ardiiejpiscopal dignity. The same device 
runs through all. the other ranks of the clergy, and thereby 
they are all rendered my humble servants. By these things 
it appears that we are likely to have a very plentiful har- 
vest. 

AvARO. Doubt it not, Fastosus. Beelzebub's regions wil 
be well provided with gentlemen in holy orders, who are J0 



20 DIALOGUES 

dexterous in managing the cheat, that it is carried on, un- 
perceived hy their adorers. Look ye, Fastosus! who 
comes ? It is Crudelis ! where do you think that deformed 
spirit can be going now ? ' 

Fastosus. He is on the scent of blood, I warrant bim. 
By his nature he might have been got by a panther, and 
nursed by a mountain bear. 

AvARo. Let us call him, sir ; perhaps we may learn 
some news of him. So, ho ! Crudelis ; what, not a word 
with you ? 

Crudbus. Hah, gentlemen ! are you here ? I did not 
think of meeting with you, my dear friends and fellow de- 
stroyers. How do you do, Fastosus? And how do you do, 
Avaro? 

Both. We are pretty well, cousin ; only jaded a little 
with constant application to business. But pray, Crudelis, 
how have you been employed of late ? 

Chudelis. employed do you say ? Never fear me. ' I 
have not been idle, 1 assure you. Do you suppose that I 
can pick up no game in Britain, in this golden age t If you 
do, you are greatly mistaken. It is true, that some of the 
late kings of England have been my avowed enemies, and 
as far as in them lay, have expelled me the kingdom. But 
be they as vigilant as they will, I find opportunity of break- 
ing through the fences which they have reared against m^ ; 
when you may be sure, if T cannot get great, I pick up 
small game, of which I can only give you a very small 
specimen at present. In one place I persuaded an ambitious 
^child to poison, or otherwise kill, an old cumbersome parent, 
who will not die without violent measures. 1 prevailed 
with a rpgue, in another place, to dispatch his woman, and 
her brat, to preserve his own reputation and estate. In a 
third, I stir up an ambitious servant to kill and plunder his 
master. And frequently I can prevail with one gentleman 
to kill another in a duel, on some punctilio of false- honor. 
And sometimes I persuade the despairing wretch to lay vie 
lent hands on himself, destroy his own miserable life, and 
by doing so, enter upon another infinitely more miserable. 
Then I take to my heels, and am follow^ with a hue and 
cr])" all over the nation. But thank you, I am too swif! for 
them all. I never giye them time to say, << Crudelis" is 
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here**' But they often say, " These are the tricks of that 
horrid devil Crudelis." 

Yesterday 1 was attending a duel, which I myself stirred 
up, (as I suppose you know that all duels are of my instiga* 
,tion,) so it was here ; I persuaded the gentlemen combatants 
to fight with sword and pistol, hoping that both would have 
fallen in the action. But though my design was good, as 
ill-luck would have it, it miscarried, and only one of them 
bit the ground. However, I am not without hope that the 
other will be hanged for the murder, and, if so, then I have 
my design. I assure you, gentlemen, I use my utmost en* 
deavors to throng the nether regions. O, my brother de- 
stroyers ! I could tell you such stories as would make you 
bless yourselves, and adore the prince Crudelis. These are 
but trifling things, thrown in to whet your appetite against 
the next opportunity.* Then yon shall hear. But for this 
time I must be going. Adieu, gentry, for I smell blood at 
a distance. 

Fastosus. It is amazing what power this deformed 
fiend hath obtained over mankind. What ills, so very difier- 
ent from the principles of humanity, he hath by his barbar- 
ous insinuations introduced. What is very surprising, he 
hath made mankind more cruel to one another, than we in- 
fernal spirits are among ourselves. He stirs them up to de- 
stroy and devour one another : but we are never known to 
quarrel among ourselves, nor to make war upon our own 
race* Be that the part of foolish man : We devils are 
inasters of better policy. This very Crudelis himself, san* 
guine as he is to devour blinded mortals, lays aside all his 
voracity, when he joins our black assembly, and is as tame 
a devil as any of us. Well may you and I destroy with 
success, when such a deformed lump of hell as Crudelis, is^ 
made welcome among them. 

AvABo. But with your leave^ sir, as Crudelis is gone, let 
us resume our discourse. I remember, before he interrupted 
us, you briefly hinted that you were somewhat addicted to 
religion, and that you are a papist too. I was never wont 
to consider you as a religious devil ; much less dkl I think 
that you assumed to yourself any of those distinctions, which 
divide the professedly Christian world. I thought, formeriy,* 
that the great Fastosus had dwelt only in lipigs' courts^ 
with people of soft raiment, and occasionally waited on the 



Bobiiity and gentry, at their country-seats. What! the' 
devil Fastosus a papist too ? 

Fastosits. In reality, Avaro, (to make use of a hum^ 
phrase) your ignoraiice is enough to provoke the very devil. 
Dl> you not know y«t; if T Were not jack of all trades an4 
religions, I could' ileverr maintain my swsiy'over men as I 
do ? I have very great 06'ticem in religious* matters, I as- 
sure you, and that" among more denominations' than some 
people li^e t^ heai' of. Sometimes I am amonTg the Pa- 
gans, worshipped as an arch^flamin, and president of all 
their religious orders. Very frequently Ihave the Honor of 
filling the papal chair. vThen I am adored'under the vener- 
able names of Pius, Innocent, Benedict, d^. accounted the 
universal pastor, head of the church, and father of the wholb 
world. Occasionally I sit as judge in the holy inquisitive 
tribunal^ where ConcUpiscentia and I are adored as divini- 
ties. Now I am an holy mussulman, and styled his^rever- 
ence mufti, Muly Alab. Thenj before you are aware, 1 am 
shut up in a cloister with the nuns and friars, whom hmake 
mote protrd^ of th^ft pfretended chastity* thatf tf\thousand 
saints are of tKeir real graces. On sudif oceasi6iX3,:Fam 
known by the name' of tlie venerable matron Humility. It 
Happens, also, that I' am obliged to metamorphose myseir 
into a capuchin, or aPalmerian friar, and in that show of 
self-denial I beg my bread from door to door. By these 
means 1 teach tHe fantastical ^devotees t6 be more proud of 
theiir awkward form, and vY)hlntary faumiliiy, than a wise 
earl would bb ofatthis landgraviate: Alionr, I change my 
station, and find mysdf an abbot ^ a* sonviedat; where my 
depending priests and bretHrenr worship me under' the namfi 
of the holy father. Then', very soon after, you will find me 
attending the worthy confessor in his visitation ; when, to > 
be sure, I persuade his self-conoeited reverence that he i8> 
well-nigh as pure as the most holy mother pope Joan, a for- - 
tunatelady, who, a few centuries ago, became head of the 
church, .and mother of the whole world. The hermit, in 
Bis cell, on the mountains of Ararat, frequently ofiers his 
ftdbration to moj and, fbr my part, in return* forhisrobbequi- 
ousneasj I am in no wise sparing of 'my exalting influenbe. « 
I persuadb the worid^abdioatingwreteh that bis solitary resi- 
dence in that hofy asyliim, f&r more than merits a mansion ^ 
in heaven ; and, at his perils, that he stir not one foot fioia^< 
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thence, to go down into an ungodly world : the mountain- 
top, or a cell in the desert, being the best place imaginable, 
in which to merit everlasting glory. The worthy hermit 
admits my doctrine to be true, his favorite passion is gratifi. 
ed, and he obeys implicitly my directions. 

AvARo. Then his eremitical reverence never questions 
the goodness of his heart, I perceive. He knows not that 
he carries a spring of iniquity within himself, even to the 
desert, or to the mountain's top. 

Fastosus. No, no, he fears no evil from within. If he 
gets to a distance remote enough from the rest of mankind, 
he can repose the greatest con^ence in his own heart ; and 
thereby proclaims his folly to all the world. 1 assure him, 
that if he will remain during life in his cell, when he comes 
to die, he will have holiness sufficient for himself; and a 
large redundancy, by which he may help some poor friend 
out of purgatory. 

AvAso. Hey day ! how different was Paul's doctrine 
from yours and the hermit's, Fastosus I He asserted that 
by the works of the la,w no flesh living should be justified ; 
but you and he believe that by the works of the law a man 
may be more than justified. Yea, that by observing of things 
nowhere commanded in the law, such as forsaking society, 
counting beads^and mumbling prayers, he may not only jus- 
tify himself, but help another to justification, 

Fastosus. Ay, Avaro, the. hermit believes so ; but for 
my part I believe no such things I know better, though I 
thus delude him. But to pass on with my story, I can tell 
you, I have a good deal of employment among your disci- 
ples, cousin, and with them I work wonders of compelled 
generosity. I meet with many, who never had the heart 
to perform one virtuous, benevolent action, whilst health 
continued ; who, when they perceive that they must come 
to a reckoning in the other world, are very assiduous to have 
their accounts balanced aforehaod. I persuade them to leave 
a massy sum to this hospital, to the other parish, or to cer- 
tain meeting-houses.. When I thus direct the will of de- 
votees, one leaves gold, enough to build a chapel for our 
lady, a second dpth th^ like for St. Feter^ and a third for St. 
Dominick. But in general they are most fond of saints of 
their own rearing, the greatest part oF whom are now made 
constellatbns in the nether sky, and courtiers to the prince 

C2 
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Beelzebub. Ask you me, Avaro, what end the testator ba» 
in those pious legacies ? I tell you, by this time he sees that 
the manner in which he got and kept his money, haa not 
the least tendency to save him from^ destruction ; and he 
knows but one way ta avert the impending judgment ; that 
is, to leave his so and so gotten money for the good of the* 
church ; and that, he is told, never faUs to sanctify every 
measure to procure it. Some of those deluded testators are 
not without hope, that, in some future period, their names 
will be enrolled in the pope's bible ; and their shrines adored 
m the Christian panjLheon, at Rome, where all the gods of 
the papal hierarchy are enshrined. 

AvABo. Good Fastosus, I really think, that if the pa* 
pists would act in character, they shoi^ dedicate their tem- 
ples to St. Judas, St. Demas, St. Demetrius, St. Alexander 
the coppersmith^ &c. for they are the getiiuine ofl^ring of 
those celebrated heroes. ^ 

Fastosus; Their very descendants, cousain. Tou and I^ 
who know what we see, can discern no essential difierence 
between the holy Roman Catholic religion, and that of the 
ancient pagans. It was the most excellent device imagina* 
ble to intrc^ce piig.anism under the specious show of orthc 
dox and infallible Christianity. And I can tell you, there 
is no essential diflerence between the popish reUgton, and 
that of some sects of every staunch Protestants; but these- 
things we must keep to ourselves ; for 1 would not, for ever 
so much, our people should know that the popish veligionia 
diabolic. 

AvARo. i should be glad to hear it made out, nncls!^ how 
the religion otsowe Protestants is much the same with that 
of the papists : this being well cleared up will yield me 
greater pleasure. 

Fastosus. I can clear it up, Avaro. And ahalf, at a 
time convenient ; but not now. I must go and put the fin. 
ishing hand to nsy lady's robes. To«moKrow I shall meet 
you here. Adieu. 

AvARo. Well, seeing my oocle is gone. 111 go and hide 
the lawyer's money in a place of safety, and returti to some 
business which I promised to transact for ray worthy chil- 
drenu 
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• DIALOGUE in. 

INFIDELIS Aia> IXPIATOB. 

The way being clear by the departure of Fastosua and 
Avaro, I oame oat of my lurkiag place, in order to make 
what discoveries I could in the valley, which I now knew 
to be a rendezvous for those evil spirits, who so dreadfiilly 
have enslaved mankind* I had not gone far, before my 
alarmed imagination transformed every thing I saw into a 
devil ; the croaking of the raven was as dreadful as the 
voice of an hobgoblin ; and the shrieking of the owl as ter- 
rible aa the roaring of Apollyon. Every distant bush seem- 
ed to bear the aspect of some devouring fiend^ so powerful 
was the influence of my imagination. Curiosity, however, 
had still the aacendency over my fears; and I wuidered 
from place to place, seeking for something new. At length 
I aaw, at some distance, a tall gigantic form, slowly moving 
towards me. A form nearly as huge as the steeple of St. 
Cuthbert's church, at Dulmensis. Every time he contract- 
ed his extensive chest, he darkened Uie air with the breatli 
which issued from his expanded nostrils, as pittars of smoke 
from the chimney of a fire-engine ; smaller streams of the 
same darkening vapor came curling forth from his armpits, 
and every pore of his skin, so that wherever he came he 
blackened the air around him. 

Now, thought I, my life is not worth two-pence, if yon- 
der demon lay hold on me. Therefore I ran with full speed 
to the cliff of the rock, where I had lurked so secure be- 
fore : and having taken sanctuary in the subterraneous cell, 
I gathered m much courage as to peep out, that I might 
learn what was become of the ternUe monster. I saw that 
he was got almost to the door of my cave* Frightened J 
was, you may be sate ; n^erthdess, I comforted myself 
with the thought, that auch atp^nieadoasbulk could not en- 
ter my narrow retreat. He said to himself (his voice as he 
spoke resembling hollow thunder) " I thought I had seen 
the honorable Pastosus, and the careful Avaros walking 
here just now ; but I might be mistaken ; or if ikey have 
been here, ^ey are gone on our great father^ business, no 
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doubt. Welly seeing it is so, 1 will take a turn or two in the 
▼ale, and then return to my business again." 

Notwithstanding alt^ the tremor of mj mind, I was eager 
to know what he was, and how he came hither ; but durst 
not discover myself, lest he should prove a devil of the can. 
nibal kind, which if he should, I thought that he would 
scarce make one mouthful of my diminutive carcasa. But 
when he mentioned going to business again^ I quested 
whethec- he might not be one of Vulcan's smiths, came cMit 
of the forge to take a refreshing walk ; then I recollected, 
and asked myself, *^ If he is one of the cyclops, bow came 
he to b& acquainted with the devils Fastosus and Avaro ?" 
1 continued in this dreadful suspense for some time, until at 
last seeing one of his companions, he entered into discourse 
with him. I found that hia name was Invidvijub, and that 
of the other Impiatoh. 

ivFiDBLis. Impiator, my child, how do. you do 1 I Am 
glad to meet my son in the vale of horrors, in, so lucky an 
hour. 

Impiatob. Hah, my worshipful father, Infidelis ! Am I 
80 happy as to meet with you here I My venerable sire, 
how do you do 1 

Infidelis. h thank yott, son, very well. Notwithstaod- 
ing my great age, and hurry of business, I do not find the 
least decay in my constitution, but ratter seem to grow 
stronger ; and indeed there is a prediction on record, that I 
shall be stiongeat at the last. 

What pleasure does it give me, my dear Impiatoc,. to 
hear that you aie so successful, in ensnaring the minds and 
corrupting the morals of mankind, thjuoughout every nation 
of the world. If what 1 bear of youibe true, you approve 
yourself a right ohip of the old block. I lejoice that some 
of 'all ranks and degrees of people are so. subjected to our 
sway. 1 am told that many, even of the pitofessora of reli- 
gion, fondly caress yx>u, my son. 

Impiatob.. kideed, sir, it must not be denied that my 
kingdom i» in a growing condition, all oyer the world. I 
think 1 was hardly ever so mfich« and never moye caressed 
than I am nowr Even in pagan nations^ heretofore remark- 
able for uprightness and temperance, 1 have introduced the 
fashionable vices of the Christian worM : so that an Indian 
will drink and swear even with an Englishman ; and lie 
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and oheat as fast as a Gaul or an Hollander. Greatly am 1 
beholden to a certain company for instructing the eastern 
world* in the learned arta of violence, rapine, and murder. 
Not to dwell, however, on the conversion of pagans to the 
vices of nominal Christians^ much improvement has been 
made even in^ Christendom itself, of which, take the follow- 
ing instances' oiit of oMiny that might be given. 

It is not a vast number 6f years since your son Impiatbr 
was held in perfect disdain in Scotland ; but now 1 have' 
chosen many legions of tfie Catedonians for myself. I think 
I ought rathef fo say, that being quite tired of the service 
of Sobriety, a prince of another family, they made choice 
of me for theff rulef. But you know, father, that I am na 
scholar, therefore improprieties in my speech are not at all 
to be wondered at. However, I have reduced the Scotch 
to such a veneration for my once hated person, that they 
have cordialty embraced the ornamental vices of the Elng- 
lish nation ; such as* sahbath-breaking, whoring, drunken- 
ness, swearing, gambfing, &6. ^ but whether they wiU be as 
successful in obtaining pensions from tlie government, after 
they have gambled away their estafes^ & not so easy to de- 
termine. The conquest of the Scotch, sir, is the more 
agreeable to me, because, as I said, there was a time, when 
those vices were hardly so much as known in that country ; 
now, who but Profanity in all their towns?- Nor am I wi&. 
out my wOTshippers in the country, even ambng. their Pres- 
byterian parsons themselves. 

Infidelis. Glad am I that my lovely child has subdued 
the stubborn Scotch. For 1 well knoif that the Presbyte- 
rians there resisted your influence long after I had erected 
my standard int£le tand ; yea, after nlul'titudes flocked to it, 
tod swore allegiance to the great Infidelis. But how, my 
son, hast thou so happily a6eomplished this change I 

Impiator. ReaHy, sir, t dbtaixted' help from a^ quarter 
whence there was not the leasAt reiUKm to expect it.^ I meaa 
from the parsons, the spiritual guides of the people. It hap- 
pened thus : The parsbn» of the kirk quarrelled among 
themselves, and divided inta two parties ; one 6f which for-- 
soolc their mother kirk, and very solemnly delivered up the' 
6ther party to the devil ; on the other hand, the reverence 
gentlemen, who alkxTe in tbe kirk^ iu^ th^ like spirit of de-- 
▼otioD, delivered up the schisnuaticsy pafsoos andf people, to* 
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Beelzebub. BeflBfzbbtib, who you know is never backward 
in receiving a gift of this Itind, finding that all the presby« 
teriansin Scotland were thusf in full tale made over to him, 
laid his hands upon as many of them as he could conveni. 
ently reach, ahd ndade such use of them as greatly assisted 
my operations. Little was^ now to be heard in the pulpit, 
except railing, scolding, calling ill names, and tossing 
anathemas, from one party to anotber. Thus while they 
Went on bknd3ring curses, we went on persuading the peo- 
ple that redigion is a farce, and that tf^e happiness consists 
in present gratifiication ; and this doctrine, readily affecting 
the heart and senses, was eagerly received, and my goviem. 
ment established. 

Ikfivelis. It was a favorable juncture indeed ; and I 
have oftjBn remarked, that if there was any turn of reli- 
gious afiaircT much in our favor, for the most part, we have 
parsons to thank for theif assistance in it. Many instances 
of this might b6 given. But I pray thee, my son, didst thou 
'ever hciar of my origidal, and the nature of my government ? 

htptAtosi. No, not I, indeed. You know, sir, I was bom 
with evident sigtis of stupidity, and therefore could never 
read ; and, td tell you the truth, all my cares are in the 
present tenife^ without iiikjiUiring into either originals or ter- 
minations. 

IstWMi:t6, Alt this I know, my child. But as we are 
secure fh>m mortal auditors, being in Horrida Vallis, if you 
can spare a little time, I will give you some account of my 
rise ai]d'ph)gress. Perhaps it may have a happy tendency 
to promote your destructive designs, and so strengthen the 
pillars of the elevated thronie of great Profanity. What I 
relate you may depend upon for truth : for, although we 
seldom speak any thing but lies to matikind, one devil may 
well enough depend upon the word of another. 

IttpiATOH. Yes, that we may, sir ; and f presume if man- 
kind were to' hear what passeth at our private conferences^ 
they would not centitiue long so fond of our service as they 
lire at present. As to your story, sir, I am ready to hea^r it^ 
Perhaps, as yoii say, I may profit by it. 

Infidblis. Well then, my son, you will observe that I am^ 
of a very great age, well-nigh as old as the world, whicb 
you see is worn quite threadbare, and will in a little time 
be folded up as an old garment of no use. As to my original, 
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lean tell you that I am well descended ; of . royaUinea^f 
I assure you. Great Beelzebub himself begat me, and my , 
sister Ignorantia, on Eve, the mother of all livit^ on earth. 
When I came to years of ma.turity, he gave me Ignorantia^, 
my fellow-twin, to wife ; and by her 1 had you, with your 
worthy brethren, Avaro, Falax, Crudelis, and your sisters, 
Periidia, Concupiscent ia/dz;c. At the same time my elder 
brother Fastosus, who had Inscientia, a lady of remarkable 
beauty, given him to wife, begat on her Ambitiosus, Contu- 
max, Discordans, and their sisters Malevolentia, Iracundia, 
and a large train of excellent worthies, fa^K)Us in the annals, 
of the aether regions. 

As soon as I was born, I stood up like a stupendous wall 
betwixt the Creator and the creature, so that, blessings, of a 
spiritual kind, could, not descend from God to man, no]^ 
could obedience ascend from man to God. One of the first 
things I -did was to maim their moral powers, and accom- 
plish an union betwixt them and my great father Beelzebub. 
Such an union 1 did establish, as nothing natural shall ever 
be able to dissolve. 

Imfiator. Ha ! my sire, you began very e^ly indeed. 
You spent little idle time in your infancy ; and proved very 
successful in your first enterprise too ! 

iNFiDEiia I have no reason to complain for wantofsuc« 
cess, I assure you. But you shall hear. The vexymompnt 
I was brought forth, the great Beelzebub gaze4 upon me 
with all the admiration of a father infernal, and said, that I 
was the loveliest babe his eyes ever beheld. Multitudes of 
his sable menials, flocking together, were likewise^ aston- 
ished at my beauties. Such majestic grace diaiplayed itself 
in my countenance, though then bqt an infant^ that all 
agreed "I was father's own child." Moreover,, such were 
their hopes of my usefulness, that great Beelzebub, and his 
peers, did what they could, sparing neither pains npr, (ex- 
pense, to have me transported to hell j to be nursed up at the 
infernal court ; believing that my presence would greatly 
alleviate their distress, and prevent their trembling on the 
thoughts of futurity. But my constitution being altogether 
earthy, it was found by experience that the infernal air was 
too hot for me, and that I could not live within the jcpnfines. 
of the damned. Earth, my child, only earth is my habita- 
tion., . Here I was born, and here 1 suppose ,t mu^t die. 
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Tmpiator. With your leave, fatberf I think I liave soine- 
where heard, that all who are now the inhabitants of the 
deep are unbelievers. How comes this to pass, if the great 
Infidelis cannot live in those torrid regions. 

Infidelib. I perceive, child, that you are no great profi- 
dent in theology. As for ilie, I .have dealt against divine 
matters all my days. It is your ^province to •counteract 
moral principles, not interfering much with ^thkigs divine ; 
and my province to oppose truth, rather than promote im- 
morality ; therefore I shall inform you how it comes to pass. 
Know then, that what a man is when he dies, such he is ia 
the eye of the moral law to all eternity ; for death casts the 
die, and in the same posture in which the tree falls it must 
lie for ever : but with infidelity they never more agree. For 
instance^ many of them, wliilst on «arth, could not be pre- 
vailed on to I)e1ieve that therels a Grod ; but in hell they are 
feelingly convinced of the truth of this doctrine. Now they 
believe that there is a terrible God, and that they are fallen 
into his dreadful liands. Search hell through atl its comers, 
ransack every furnace in the fiery world, and you will find 
never an atheist therein. Others, whilst on earth, were not 
quite so stupid as to imagine that this beautiful world, and 
all things therein, came into existence of themselves, and 
that the economy of nature is wholly effected by chance : 
therefore, they assented to the being of God ; ^ut deemed 
it enthusiasm to suppose that this God ^should subject his 
creatures unto a written law. They sneered at the authority 
of the scriptures ; ridiculed every part of instituted worship ; 
and gloried in their infidelity. But now, they are sentenced 
to hell, and have had a specimen of eternal torment, they 
miost sincerely believe the veracity of the scriptures^ finding 
themselves to have ^een judged according to what is writ- 
ten in them. Others, whilst health and strength continued 
with them, supposed God was ony jesting, wlien he threat, 
ened the sinner with the vengeance of eternal fire ; but now 
they are in hell, enduring that vengeance, they verily be- 
lieve that, he was in earned. In short, son, many of them 
di^bdieved that there is either God or devil, heaven or hell ; 
but now, all these things are certain, even to demonstration, 
with them ; they having been driven to associate with the 
peers of darkness. 

The very best of historical faith is to be found in hell. 



OP DEVILS. 87 

There are millioiis now inhabiting there, who, when on 
earth, could boast that they had good hearts, and believed 
well all their days, but who never began in reality to believe 
the report of the Bible, until they tasted the sulphur of the 
lake. Then they believed very sincerely, though very 
much against their inclination. Now do you understand 
me, when I tell you that unbelief cannot live in hell ? 

Impiatob. Yes ; but you amaze me, sir ! 1 never heard 
so much before. What a learned devil you are ! The fa- 
mous pope Heilbrand himself could not have discussed the 
subject with greater accuracy. One may see from you 
what it is to be conversant with popes, councils, convoca- 
tions, and the clergy. But in our country all the conversa- 
tion runs upon horse-coursing, card-playing, cock-fighting, 
fox-hunting, whore-making, swearing, lying, cheating and 
drinking. Not a word about religion, unless it is to damn 
the parson for a sanctified hypocrite. And more, sir, I nev- 
er knew that 1 had so many brethren and sisters before. 
Right well I knew that I was begotten by you ; but I looked 
on myself as your only son by Ignorantia, my mother. Those 
honorable spirits, whom you mention as my brethren, I al- 
ways took to have been sons of Beelzebub, your brethren 
and my uncles. I should never have thought of a frater- 
nal relation subsisting between them and myself, in any oth- 
er way than co-operation. 

Infidelis. You have been greatly mistaken, Impiator ; 
for Beelzebub never begat a son besides myself, and my 
brother Fastosus, who is something older than L I am aware 
that there are some who allege that Contumax, Crudelis, 
Discordans, &c. are the natural children of the great Beel- 
zebub ; but it is a mistake ; they are only his grandchil- 
dren, sons to my brother Fastosus. The very moment that 
Contumax was brought forth, our great father Beelzebub, 
with all his adherents, were cast down from the ineffable 
heights of primeval glory, to the depths of bottomless perdi- 
tion 4 and, according to a certain historian, were nine natu- 
ral days in falling. Now, my dear Impiator, by this ac- 
count, Contumax is your cousin, and my nephew. So that 
you are not only a brother in government with those illus- 
trious princes ; but sprung from the same famous ancestors 
with them. 

Ikfiatok. Indeed, sir, I am astonished at your story; 
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but you know that I Am no scholar, and that ought to exeoie 
for mj ignorance of matters so profound. Besides, such 
things very seldom make a great impression on my mind, 
being quke oot cf my latitude. However, i should be glad 
to know how your extensive government was established* 

Infidelis. How it elaiet my mind, to hear my dear In- 
piator express denre after instruction ! 1 will inform you as 
far as I myself have known. My kingdom, which is indeed 
extensive, was estabKaSied as follow«. As oocnt as I was 
bom, 1 began to call in question the trutl^, goodness, and 
authority o^the Almighty ; and in every respect set myself 
to oppose the Eternal, by contradicting every word which 
lie spake to man. "^ 

For instance, when God said to man,. *^ Thou shalt not eat 
of the fruit of such and such a tree ;" although then in my 
infancy, I stepped up to man, and thus interrogated him : 
Hath God indeed said sol are you sure of it? are you not 
mistaken, think you 1 You must needs have mkunderstood 
him ; for it cannot be consistent with the goodness of such a 
being as God is, to forbid your eating the frwt of such a di- 
vine tree. And as God bad said, << In the day you eat 
thereof you shall surely die,'' 1 siddressed myself to man 
after this manner. Die too ! nay, y& shali not die. That 
ia only an en^ty threatening, to keep your conscience in 
awe ; for God doth very well know, that if you eat of that 
precious fj^uit ye shall be Gods, like himself, having know- 
ledge of good and evil. For this it is that he hath prohibit- 
ed the use of this divine tree. My brother, Fastosus, alK> per- 
formed wonders on this occasion. By these means I brought 
over man to my obedience. Thus I established my interest 
upon earth, and hitherto 1 have maintained it. With safety 
may! say that my good friends, both parsons and people, to 
this day, love me as their lives, and at any time sooner take 
the bare word of the adored Infidelis, than the word and oath 
of the Qod of Heaven. 

iMF£4TOR. Why «r, you began from a child to work the 
delightful works of darkness. 

Infids&is. Yes, I am the eldest of all ^e Belzebubian 
ofisiMiiig, Fastosus alone excepted ; and I yield in point of 
govexnment to none of the princes. Fastosus and I, indeed, 
have a dispute between us, concerning the esleat of our 
•astUyterjEitDoeSk laaa fiseeiy aUow him die^^ie^eminence 
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with resptd to bis angelic dominioiis ; but I ^an never be 
brought to own that his «way over maakind is snore exten- 
sive th^ Hiiaev aor yet more sovereign. I yield to none in 
this debate ;, for all men are included under my governmentv; 
and whsA flaakes greatly for my interest is^ that the far 
greater part of them cannot be persuaded thai I have any 
real existence. Thus it is^ my dear Impiatori I reign almost 
universally over mankind, and they perceive it not. Many 
thousands of those good people, who believe nothing of my 
existence, -and who» m their own tmagioation, had believed 
well ail their days, have I conducted very safely down to 
the dark abodes of ever-gnawing anguish ; within which 
they were «o sooner entered and began to taste of the enter- 
tainment, than they were fully convinced they had never be- 
lieved aright. It is the unparalleled dexterity of our ad* 
ministration, that all our works are performed in obscurity* 
And, let me teM thee, child, it will require a better light, 
than any aattiTal ray of the- human understanding, to trace 
and detect our deep intrigues. Thus far, with respect to 
myself and government. I shall take it kind if you will, in 
your turn, oblige me with some account of yours, my son. 

iHFiATOR« Yes, sir, your command shall be instaniiy 
obeyed ; yet upon this condition only, that you excuse my 
inaccuracies ; because ][ know myself to bp the most illiterate 
devil of the fraternity, and cannot speak like the courtly 
Fastosus, tkie reverend lafidelis, or the inteUigent Falax* 

IicFiiuBiJs. No apologieS) Impiator. We all know that 
neither you, nor your d^iples, have any taste for learning* 
Therefore^ we expect not to hear you speak as an orator, 
but as a plan, Mlitereete. devil. 

IxpiATOH. Then 1 proceed. My kmgdom doth not consist 
of all the land known by the name of Impietj.Real, as some 
geographers Allege, several pvovmces being made over, by 
treaty, to my uncle Fastosus ; such as the provinces of Ci- 
vility, Legalrty, Presumption and Formality. . I reign openly 
only over the land called Impiety £normous ; aad in our 
country the laws are as tblack as the bottomless «pit ; for 
there iniquity is established by authority. As to the rest of 
my kingdom, it was, like all the branches of Beelzebub's 
government, accomplished by subtilty and guile. For man, 
considered simply as a creature, could never have b^en sub- 
jected to my sway ^ for this reason I was put to my shifts. 
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to find out some proper method for introducing my regal 
power." 

So violent was the opposition to it^ that my brain was put 
to the utmost torture ; and after all I should have been obli- 
ged to return to my native country, with my finger in my 
mouth, had it not been for the timely assistance I received 
from my worthy friends and relations. My good old moth-' 
er, who, you know, h^th an excellent hand at a dead lift, by 
means peculiar to herself, kicked up such a dust as almost 
put out the eyes of one of the most vigilant and formidable 
of my numerous adversaries : a captain, from whose hand 1 
had much to fear. His name was Intelleetus. , From that 
time to this, he hath been incapable of discerning my deform^ 
ities, and the danger to which men are exposed by my do- 
minion. And what makes very much for me, the old gen- 
tleman can hardly be persuaded but his eyesight is now as 
good as ever it was. I need not tell you the advantages 
that resulted to me from this his deception. At the same 
time my worthy uncle Fastosus came up to the second, a 
sturdy chief, whose name was Volens, as tradition says, and 
he gave his back a most dreadful wrench, insomuch that he 
has never recovered his former posture. T myself took a 
poisonous, or rather an intoxicating apple, and having gilded 
It over with leaf-gold, presented it to the third, whose name, 
if I remember right, was Rationalis. It answered my ex- 
pectation. He swallowed the bait, and ever since has call- 
ed bitter sweet, and sweet he hath called bitter. 

This triumvirate being thus disabled, I found my conquest 
extremely easy ; and, without any struggle, on the part of 
the rest, I confined them to incessant labor and drudgery, 
in the different parts of my extended territories, where they 
are as content as possible with their condition, many of them 
believing they are still in the garden of paradise. 

In FIDKLI8. Indeed, learned or unlearned, you display un- 
common merit. Great is my honor and happiness in. hav- 
ing such a son. The potent Impiator will do honor to the 
venerable name of Infidelis to the end of the world. Well, 
my son, will you please to proceed ? 

Ihfiator. Feriiaps you have heard that my kingdom is 
divided into several cantons, according to the dispositions of 
my subjects, each canton having its proper employments. 

1. TJiero is a canton of drunkards, out of which I select 
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all my courtierSy and officers in general. This canton has 
several oommunications with all the other parts of iny do* 
minions ; and this we call the royal canton. 

2. There is a swearer's canton, a set of people the most 
unacountahly foolish of all my subjeets ; but a people very 
profitable to our government* 

3. There is a canton of thieves, to which all pilferers^ 
robbers, gamesters, and deceitful dealers belong. A very 
populous and splendid canton this is. 

4. There is the liars' canton. These are a people possess, 
ed of two tongues ; a people who have very much of thQ 
features of great Seels^bub ; and a very populous and po« 
lite canton it is al^o. 

5. There iiaLtl^ecantoBof Sabbath-breakers. Here there 
is hardly ]^)pm^ enough for the inhabitants, they are so ex- 
ceedingly numerous. 

Q. There is the adulterers' canton. This is a very dar]( 
pl^Qe I seldom visited by the ray» of the sun. The fornica- 
tors cohabit with them. 

7. There i^ the murderers', canton, the darkest and the 
most miserable plaeein all my dominions; yet for all that, 
it k very well peopled.^ For here are ranked not only those 
wha QQ|t one another's throats^ like the Ales^anders, Tamer* 
laoes^ philips, .Louises, &c« but also oppressors of every 
•offt, QTuel husbands and wives, disobedteat children, who 
break tl^eir parents' hearts, false friends^ l^ickbiters, and 
calttmnijB^rs. Indeed all who wanton ii^ the unhappiness 
of their ^llow creatures, like corn factors, s^^d carcass butch* 
era : sp.^at you siee here are mcuiy inhabitants, and that too 
ofconsiiieraUe figure. . It is worthy of observation, that all 
the paQtons. have easy passages froni oi)e another ; so that 
al|hoi9gh the employment in each is dilSerent from that of 
the rest, they all hold commuoication with one another, as 
subjects of the same prince, and heirs of the same inherit- 
ance. 

Yea, so num|Brous are the roads that lead froin one to the 
other, that if a inan gela into any one pfniy cantons, it re- 
quires no less power than omnipotent ppwev^ and wisdom 
equal to omniscient, tp^jctricate him from a kijbyiinth.so dan^ 
gisrous<{ And-it is well fori me that ittis^so;. ^^ spme of my 
subjeet»avefreqvitndy tetriified^ especially tho#e that wori^ 
in the deep mines, lest they dig themselvea thrau^.tba 
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earth, and tumble mto hell. But a little time diflcoverstfiaft 
their efforts to deliver themselves are all ineffectual ; for 
the road by which they escape from- one cantoof, leads thein 
into another e(|uaUy dangeroust Many ways there are to 
throw a man down inllb- mf mines ; but^ believe m^ if ever 
any one comies. up again, it roust cost the Almighty an errand 
from heaven to rescue him. I assure you, sir, that by the 
kelp of these subtle passages and intricate turnings, I keep 
my subjects^enslaved, with as Kttle trouble to-myself as any 
master devil that ever ascended ont of the bettomless pit. 
But, by the way, I am eoRstantljr* employed ill planning oul^ 
fresh measures for the slaves to pursue. Oh 1 sir, the end 
will show that I give ample demonstration of my fidelity to 
my royal grandfather, Beelzebuk^of whom Phad my lands> 
by fiefl - 

Infidblis. My dear son, how it rejofceth my aged heait 
to* hear of your wise administration 1 However infatuated 
your foolish subjects may be^ the great Fmpiator lacketh not 
crailiness. By you, my son, shall my name be pefpetuated 
when I am dead and gone. For I must die, my ebikl. As 
soon as -the mighty angel shall sound the dead-awakmnfg 
trumpet, the> great, the far-famed Infidelis must resign his 
breath. Yet, be not you discouraged^ Impiator ; for yon 
shall live for ever. You know how f fostered you in my bo- 
som-, and endued you with qualifioations td sit on the throne 
of Profanity, where so successfully you reign. Permit me 
DOW to tell you, that knowing that 1 must die, I have, Hke 
all other wise people, made my will^ and, Ibr your eneoar- 
agement, I have appointed youv n»y son, with your uncle 
Fastosus, yofff highly honored brother Dei^rftnck), and your 
eousin Contumax and Dis6ol*dans, the joint executors there- 
of, and sole heirs unto all my dominions, and subject^ who, 
at my decease, are to be transperteel* to the latfid of torment ; 
there you shall reign in eternal triwnph over them. Then 
it will be, and not before, that great Impiator shall arrive at 
the zenith of his glory. 

Impiatok. I suppose so, sir ;^ for I amtoN l^at, about that 
time, the previnces* of Civility, Formality, Presumption, Le- 
gality and Hypocrisy, so fiunous in the empire of Fastesus, 
are ail to be annexed' to my dominions, which will then be 
^ery extensive^ and^ the government of Piofaniiy very re- 
spedaUe. 
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Inn^BMs. I would ask you now, my son, Sbr a deserip- 
tion of those famous cantons you mentioned \_ hat as afl[aiis 
of importance call me hence, could not you fckvor me with 
an interview for this purpose, to-morrow, precisely at twelve 
o'clock ? 

Ikfiatoiu 1 willji sir. Fo^e you welU. 



DIALOGUE IV. 
Fastosus Ain> Ayaso. 

Being privy to the appointment betwii^t Fastosus and 
Avaro, I took care to .arrive in the valley time enough to 
hear aU that passed. For now my business was lefl to shift 
ibdr- itself, and every thing gave place ta the force of curiosi'- 
ty, which bore down, like an inundation, Qvexy thing befi>re 
it. If my wile consulted me in any tbiog^ I would answer, 
^Fastosus." If my children told me^ of their progress at 
school, I would abruptly reply, f « horrida ValKs !" When 
my journeymen, or apprentices, talked tome about the shop 
business, my answer was, << the great Avaro^" And if they 
said any thing about my good friend, the parson, I would say, 
^ Oh ! the wonderful Infidelis !" In facty I could think about 
nothing but the devils in the valley. Therefore, I took care 
to provide myself with e^very thing necessary, and away I 
went to the vale of horrors^ and had not k>ng been there ere 
I saw Fastosus. and Avaro come travelling towards me. 
And thus they began their discourse. 

AvARo. I am glad,- very glad, sir, that you are here so 
soon. I was afraid that you would find muck business at 
Paris, besides finishing my lady's robe& 

Fastosos. I did find more than I expected, cousin ; for I 
had no sooner finished with the mantua-maker, than I was 
waited upon by a hatter, who begged to be informed, whether 
it was most genteel to &x the loops of a hat an inch and a 
half, or only one bare inch in depth ; and- whether a gentle- 
man ia most of a cavalier with his hat cocked in right angles, 
or with one obtuse and two acute angles. Before I had well 
satisfied the hatter, in came a gentleman peruke-maker, who 
humbly asked me whether a nobleman looks most like a 
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hero when he has one, or when he has two curls boMwug 
over his ears. Provoked that the gentleman mechanics 
shoald suppose I had nothing to do bat to cock hats, and 
adjust wigs, I wrinkled my fhrebead into a most majestie 
frown, and made the following answer : <^ Get hence, thou 
shrinking cur« 1 have known a loM before now that had 
his ears so covered with tiers of curls, that he could not hear 
the commaad&of his superiors. The brave princes Ferdii 
nand and Frederick of Brunswick, and the noble majrquis 
of Gnu^y^ will soon hreak through all the redoikhts of a 
harbor's fortifications."* The words were no. sooner out of 
my mouthy than I was sent for by his grace the d — « of 
C Jl, to inform him whether it was most graceful for a 
courtier to wear hia hat with the front declining i)n the right 
or the left side of the brow. To whom I said, '' Good, my 
k>rd, you may soon resolve ^s difficulty, wUhout iseeking 
to the devil for adyiee. If y<Hir grace will only mark well 
to whidi side. of the 1>Ioek the hats of the vulgar incline ; 
then be sure to let the hats of the courtiers turn always con- 
trary to the vulgar method." No sootier had I satisfied his 
grace, than L-h9 desired to know which waSfhi&best way to 
keep up his character, and support his digni^ in Europe, on 
the loss of hia dominions in Americak ^r answer, I refer* 
red him to good Mr. Maubert, of Brussels, who. hath as good 
a hand at a dead lif^, as if he had been bred a priest. And 
so, cousin, with no small difficulty, I l^noke febae, and am 
come hither according to appointment* 

AvAKo. By what you say, honored: sir, I perceive that, 
wheresoever idleness prevails, it is not among us ; for we 
have no rest day nor night, but go about plotting thf3 d^rac. 
tion of mankind. 

For my own part, 1 assure 3roa^ I have had but Kttle i^est 
since I saw- you last ; and so very fond are BMinMnd of my 
counsels, ijhat I ex^ped but very little rest for the time to 
come* Yoa kopw I wa» going to selcrete a bag of money 
in the valioy, iith9n pa and I met» This waa no sooner 
done than 1 was waited on by a pac^^ ^ho. had his ejes 
upon a good living, with a view to receive directions about 
obtaining it. And he was foUowed by a tradesnoan^ who 
had a desire to make a pn^tabie break of it ; but begged 
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directions how he might do it honorably. I referred lum to 
the goddesses Perfidia and Fallacia for instructions, as they 
more immediately preside in that department. This honor* 
able gentleman dispatched, I was attended by a certain cu« 
rate, who having never had inclination nor opportunity to 
examine the canons of a certain church, came to consult me 
whether it was lawful to christen a child, if the parents had 
Dot money enough to pay the fees. I told him, by no means; 
for if you once begin to officiate gratis, you will have enough 
of it, and the parson's trade will be worse than an attor- 
ney's clerkship. The gentleman took my advice, being de* 
termined to seek the good of the church ; and truly, because 
the mother had not two shillings and sixpence to pay the 
parson, she could not have her son made a child of God, 
wid an heir of the kingdom of heaven. 

Fastosus. Well, but cousin, is that matter of fact ? 

AvARo. Indeed, sir, it is what actually happened not 
five hundred miles, from London bridge ; and there is a cer- 
t^Q gentleman alive who could avouch the truth of it, if he 
bought proper. 

Having dispatched the joume3rman parson, I was sent fotf 
^ all haste, by my good friend the attorney. He, worthy 
gentleman, has undertaken a cause which, he very well 
knows, can never be defended upon principles of honor and 
honesty ; but his client is a rich man, can well bear fleecing, 
uad therefore he could not in conscience put him aside* He 
Knows exceeding well how to turn the rich man's cause to 
his own emolument, if he could but manage it so as not to 
^ure his own credit. That was the peplexity which he 
^gged me to clear up. Said he, within himself, << Can 1 
^t get this cause to depend in chancery for a few years, 
(which by the way is the highest point in law for a desperate 
^nse) 1 shall gain some hundreds of pounds by it." As 
^n jBs he had done his duty to me, he very humbly laid the 
^^T without reserve before me. Then said I, My good 
^^9 let not the suit disturb you. 1 will manage it both for 
your honor and profit ; never fear me. Who is he that is 
employed against you T To which he replied, " O ! a very 
^kilful man. No less a person than the great Mr. False- 
hood,-*a very eminent attorney indeed !" Come, said 1, 
J^im be sent for. This was done, and the lawyer False- 
*^^ attended accordingly« 
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Being both seated in my clteBt^s great parlor, the good 
man addressed Mr. Falsehood, thus, << My best friend Mr. 
Falsehood,, you and I are engaged as opponents in this suit ; 
both of the gentlemen are resolute, and will bear a good 
deal of fleecing ; you know what I mean, sir. Now all is 
as yet nncertaiB, and the issue will greatly depend upon the 
measures to be taken by you and me. I would therefore, 
good sir, that we make it certain. If right take place^ it 
will be speedily over, and we shall make but a poor job of 
it ; bat if it is well managed^ it may produce some hundreds 
a-piece. My advkse is, sir^ that it shall hang in chancery, 
like a poor man's soul in purgatory. What do you say, 
Mr. Falsehood ?" 

Mr. Falsehood replied, << It will never do, good sir, it will 
never do, to bring it to a speedy issue ; that is certain. But 
I'll tell you what we will do. You know that you have the 
worst SKle of the cause, and if 1 act the part of an honest 
man, you will soon be obliged to give up ; but I shall act tbe 
part of a skilful lawyer, which will suit both of our pucpo- 
ses much better. I shall give you all the advantages that I 
can, in order to keep the cause depending, until the patience 
of our clients is quite exhausted, and they agree to put the 
matter to arbitration. As they are both men of reeolutios; 
by that time it will be a job worth gathering." 

So having set the two worthy lawyers to drink a bottle to 
Uie good luck of it, I left thehi, took wing and came hither. 
But I can tell yon, if I had not soared ak)ft I had not been 
here so soon ; for I saw a great number of parsons, lawyers, 
and farmery watching for me. I gave them the slip, bow- 
ever, and artfully dropt my influences upon them. Surely 
they may allow their master sometimes to converse with his 
friends. 

Fastosvs. Ah ! Avaro^ when we subjected man to our 
powers, we planned out a great deal of employment for our- 
selves : for solbnd are they of us, that they will do nothing, 
unless one or other of our fraternity preside over every ac« 
lica. 

AvABO. Sir, if it would not be ofiensive to you, I should 
be glad to hear some account of your origin, and of the na*> 
ture of your government. 

Fastosus. Avaro, a spirit earth-born, as yea are, must be 
too grovelling in his genius to undeivtaiid much rf my his* 



ioTjf doeiimoDy aodoperatioiv ; otherwise, I would with all 
my heart favor you with the relation you desire* 

AvAso. Well, ^ir^ but I am willing to learn of you, if 
you will ccmdescend to instruct me. Howeyer uatractable J 
am among m^aokind, you shall find me teachable enough 
with you. 

Fastosto. You promise fair, cousin. I love your lub- 
misBion, and therefore shall begin. Observe then, I am of 
high paneintage, as well as of heroic deeds. 1 was bom io 
heaven, cousin. It was there that Satan the great arqh- 
. angel begat me, upon himself; and as soon as I was begot- 
ten, I in return begat him ; and the very moment I was be- 
gotten I was brought &rth, and instantly killed my father. 

AvASo. Indeed, uncle, you sti^rt high. You told me 

that I could not understand you, and now I peroeive the 

truth, of it ; for really I understand not one woiti of all you 

.have said. I hope, sir^ you will oondescend to explain your 

parables. 

F4STOSUS. Well,- if you imderatand ma not, I shall de- 
scend lower, though indeed, 1 hate to speak of my own 
afTairs ia a vulgar style, so as to be understood by every 
petty spirit. 0ut as you, A varp, are of exc^llent use to my 
operations, I shall atand upon no distance, but avoid all cere- 
monies with you. Understand me then. WheQ Qod Al- 
mighty had created all the bo^ts of heaven, every angel was 
perfectly pleased with his station ; the ippat solid and joy- 
OU0 contentment reigned among them, axid iwited the ethe- 
rial inhabitants, who were, in those day^ very numerous. 
No 9iie so inuch as wished his station altered., No ope 
thought himself capable of higl^er felicity and preferment 
than he eisjoyed* The .adventurous Sataii himseU, though he 
has not been blest with onp moment's r^t ever since I was 
bom, before that time ppsseisaed alLthe subli^ie and refined 
pleasures his e^jted .capacity wa^ capable of. A^4 well 
migbt he be p^acfed withhis station, peeing he wa^a mighty 
prince amo^gtheapgeis, pe^t in greatness to the Sonof God, 
who was appointed lordTliautenaat of the creation. And a 
. mighty, prinoe m hea^ao^^ he would have continued, haci he not 
afterwards become a candidate fi>r omnipotence. A^ for me 
I wae not lK>m<then, b»t I ba¥e heard old Satan, my father, 
with'fia|i|es.of-D9alioe aq4 indignation darting, frpip hj^eyes, 
tell bo|f t^j^i^ p^rfeot ha^ipony^^^^ ai»oi^ the ho^ 
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of paradise ; until it happened that a declaration was made 
from a lofly throne, that the son of God was predestinated, 
at a time appointed, to assume a nature. inferior tothat of 
angels ; and the Most High commanded that, in that nature, 
all the angels of God should worship the Son, even as they 
worship the Father, and that all should submit to the gov- 
ernment of the man whom Grod delighted to honor. 

At this instant 1 was begotten in Satan's alarmed breast, 
and cried out, 'Tis enough that such exalted spirits as we 
submit to him in his present unincamate state. But wor- 
ship and submit to him in an inferior nature, let who will, 
I will not. What does he mean ? will the Almighty de- 
base his first and best, and make us subject to an inferior 
nature 1 No, it shall never be said, that Satan the arch- 
angel stooped so low ! The great archangel's voiee was 
heard, His resolution was approved of, the standard of re- 
bellion set up in heav6n, and many millions of angels, 
whose natures i had changed, joined in that day, and fell 
into the depths of bottomless perdition. Now do you under- 
stand me 1 

Ayaro. I understand you pretty well when you say that 
Satan begat you ; but you say, that you begat him, and mil- 
lions of devils besides. It ran always in my head that (xod 
had made every devil in the bottomless pit ; but if I under- 
stand you aright, you say you made them all. 

FilSTOsus. True, 1 do say so, and I will not quit an hair's 
breadth of my just prerogative. God never did, nor ever 
could, make any sinner, either angelic or human. Mind 
well what I say ; for I perceive you are dull of* apprehen- 
sion, and but of a shallow judgment. It was not I, but God, 
who made them creatures. God created them in a holy, 
pure, and glorious state, and endued them with powers to 
preserve their primitive station, in the upper skies : but it 
was I, not God, who, from angels of light transformed them 
into devils of darkness. The very moment I was conceiv- 
ed, 1 changed them from light to darkness ; from holiness 
to sin ; from glory to dishonor ; and thus, though not as 
creatures, yet as devils tliey are wholly of my formation. 
Do you understand me now ? 

• AvABo. Yes, sir, I understand you as to that ; but you 
said just now, that the moment you were brought forth you 
Irilled your fiither . Great sir, these are dark sayings. 
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Fastosus. Ay, Avaio, to guch as you they are dark ; 
but I'll explain them. I did not mean that I annihilated hi« 
aagelic nature ; no, he is an angel still, although a black 
*one. , But I meant that I slew all his primitive disposition to 
goodness, killed the life of holiness that once was in him,; 
deprived him of the favor of God, which some people prefer 
even unto life. 1 made him that crooked, perverse monster, 
which you see he now is. 1 opened the overflowing sluices 
of divine indignation, which continually pour down upon 
him, whatever he is doing, or wherever he flies, and nol 
upon him only, bat upon all his adherents. Was not this 
killing him to purpose, think you ? 

AvABo. Indeed it was. You had not hurt him half sa 
'much, uncle, if yon had deprived him of being. I wonder 
that he can endure the sight of you, after all that has be- 
fallen him on your account ! You have deprived him ctf 
every good, and brought every evil upon him ; and yet he 
loves you as he does his own soul. 'Tis strange ! wondrous 
•strange, Fastosus ! 

Fastosus. You 11 think it stranger still, when I tell yoK 
4hat he is so far from hating me, that he will do nothing, 
either in earth or hell, amongst men or devils, but as he is 
directed and prompted to it by me. And so far is he from 
repenting of what he hath done, that he hath told me a 
thousand times, if it were to do again he would do it. No- 
thing grieves the heart of old Satan so much as this,— the 
very man whose exaltation he opposed, whose sway he re. 
sisted, and whose person he hath still in the most perfect ab. 
horrence, is dignified, not only by a personal union with 
Jehovah; but by all judgment being committed into his 
hand, and the public administration of all the affairs of 
heaveh, earth, and hell devolving upon him. Great is his 
tormeot, from the consideration that he, with all his adher- 
ents, must receive their final sentencefrom the same person, 
who, of all beings, he hates with the most consummate ha- 
tred, and on whose account he hates and seeks the destrue* 
tion of all the creatures of God. 

'Tis a perpetual hdl to him, that the olject of his great- 
est aversion si^teth on the circle of heaven, and holdeth him 
continually as with bit and bridle ; limiteth his operations at 
pleasure, ^nd sovereignly appoints his license by an unal- 
terable determination. When, Uiiough confirmed jnalioe 

E 



50 DZAZiOOUBS 

and desperate resolution, Satan straggles for a larger scopoi 
Immanuel gives him a check, saying, <' Hitherto thou may- 
est go, but no farther." And sometimes so severe is the 
check, that the prince of darkness is quite overturned ; and 
whilst sprawling on his back, for very vexation that he can 
go no further, he rageth, and roareth louder than a thousand 
lions, so that all the arches of gloomy Tartarus resound. 
Then, in the anguish of horrid despair, he bites his adaman- 
tine chains, foams at his mouth, and utters such dreadful 
blasphemies as none but himself can utter. What is the 
most remarkable of all is, that the more rapidly the torrent 
of the Almighty's wrath pours in upon hitn, the fonder he is 
of me, the cause of all his misery. 

^AvARo. Sir, you say that Beelzebub will do nothing 
without your direction. If I understand this right, it is not 
he, but you who are governor of hell. Pray, sir, where are 
all his princely prerogatives then ? 

Fastosus. It is not fitting, Avaxo, that you should criti- 
cise upon my doctrine. You ought to embrace it implicitly 
as I deliver it to you. 

Atabo. Pardon me, great sir ; you put me in mind of 
some of the modern parsons ; for that is the very way that 
they want their doctrine to be embraced, implicitly, without 
questioning its currency. 'Tis merry enough to hear them 
exhort their hearoFS, to search the Scriptures, to try the 
ffpirits, to take heed what they hear, &;c. and yet after all, 
if any of their hearers attempt to bring the parson's own 
sermon to trial by the Scriptures, ho is deemed a trouble- 
Bome,^self-conceited fellow, and if he happens to disprove his 
doctrine by the Scripture, he is presently dealt with, and 
excommunicated as trouhler of Israel. For the parson 
would have other people's doctrine tried, and, if false', refu- 
ted ; but it is impious to do so by his own. Brave days, 
Fastosus, ape these ! It is quite lieiughable to hear the modem 
clergymen tell their hearers, that they have a right to pri- 
vate judgment, and to know the mind of God for themselves ; 
and at the same time obliging them implicitly to abide by 
the confesstoii c^ faith already authenticated. That is, un- 
cle, the clergy will allow you to controvert the Scriptures if 
you choose it ; but their own articles must have your impli- 
cit submission. 

Fastosus. Well, cousin, you have &iriy laughed me out 
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of my resentment, by the droll conduct of your parsonff. 
However, what I said, Avaro, I will maintain. It shall nev- 
er l>e said -that the devit, Fastosas, did at any time eat his 
words ; but I will conde8Ci3nd to explain myself. Without 
me, Beelzebub would be none other than an angel ; but mix- 
ingniyseirwith his angelic faculties, I render him a perfect 
devil. The same I do with all the rest of my infernal sub- 
jects. Beelzebub himself is but a titular prince. 'Tis I 
who instigate him, that am the great devil of all. To teli 
you more, it isl who Ibrmed hell itself, as a place of punish- 
ment. Such is the rectitude and equity of his nature, that 
Grod never would, nor could, inflict any punishment without 
my intervention. He was ever guided in all his works by 
his own perfections, and therefore could never have punish- 
ed sialess beings. All beings would have remained sinless, 
but for me. . So in making sin^ I made the punishment of it. 
For if once sin is inti'oduced, puhishment follows of course ; 
it being as natural for sin to bring forth punishment, as it is 
for the sun to send forth light and heat. 

No being possibly can be a devil, but the being who is 
possessed and governed by me. Every being thus possess- 
ed and governed, whether angel or man, is a devil. But for 
distinction's sake, we ascribe only the plain name of fiends, 
to the angels whom I govern, and to men and women under 
my dominion, we give the names of devils incarnate, be- 
cause they inhabit bodies of flesh. The difference in the 
stature of devils is not, that one is less devilish than the 
other, but their being possessed of mpre noble endowments, 
and more extensive qualities than others. So you see the 
devils of quality among us, are more intelligent, more sub- 
tle and crafly than devils of a vulgar race. The reason 
why Beelzebub is head over all the infernal tribes also, is 
not because he is more depraved than his adherents ; but 
because he was originally created in a more glorious sta- 
tion, possessed of endowments rhore exalted, and blest with 
mSre extensive natural powers. As such, being once de- 
praved, he is capable of excelling his fellows as far, in dia- 
bolical achievements, as at first he excelled them in fheir 
heavenly station. The same rule holds good, through the 
various ranks of my subjects. Were you to ask me, why it 
is that devils without a body, are capable of exceeding in 
sweet rebellion, those spirits who are embodied 1 I would 



liiiswer without hesitation, << Not because (tie dne h lesar 
▼icious, or one whit less depraved, thaii the other ; but' for 
the following two very good and substantial Feasons. 

1. Although I reign and rUle in the heart of evBry one of 
ihem, yet whilst they are hi the body, they are laid under 
liarticular restrictions by the Almighty ; so that they Cannot 
do all the evil which in their hearts I prompt thei!) to do } 
and therefore they eaniiot^ be so much like Beelzebub, in* 
their actions, as they would be. Fear and shame very ofleo 
prevent people from gratifying their impious and unclean 
inclinations, when a love of virtue, and tKe fear of God, are 
absolutely out of the question. 

2. Because the natural powers of man are very far infe« 
rior to the powers of infernal spirits. The more extensive 
a man's natural capacity, the nearer he may arrive to the 
«rtature of Satan, if unrestrained by the grace of God.- 
Hence a crafty and learned pope, is by far more like the' 
devil than an ignorant, swag. bellied friar. Yea, A varo, the 
more enlarged the capacity of either man or/ devil may be, 
as it makes him capable of the higher degrees of wicked- 
Bess, even so in proportion to the natural abilities of both 
shall the punishment inflicted be. No wielued being is so 
capable of being wicked a9 the cmdy. and understanding' 
person; who, if he is not truly virtuous and holy, must be 
truly wicked and devilish. Hence one Hume, one Voltaire,. 
is an hundred times more capable of being useful to us,^ 
than fif\y H — w — d»j or even five times the number of 
popish priests. You may take this as a general maxim, 
that the most enlarged soul must be the most tormented, if 
flot saved. 

AvABO. One may see by your learniiirg, sir, what it is' to 
bte bom among spirits. Why, you converse as freely and 
fluently about the nature of angels and men, as I can do 
shout gold and silver coin. Great, great, sir^ is your merit. 

Fastosus. How should it be otherwise^ Avaro, when you- 
consider the subtilty of my nature ? I am the very aouF aP 
Beelzebub, and all his. vassalsw Petty spirits may bbast of 
their conquests one to another, but they must all be silent' 
when courtly Fastosus opens his mouth. You, Avaro, Im-^* 
piator^ Discordans, d^c. have all of you made as great in-^ 
roads upon mankind as can possibly be expected- from such 
unseemly spirits as you be ; but a» fof me^ you see I am a 
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spirit of a comely deportment, and caressed by all. Indeed 
many people are now a days of opinion, that a spice of my 
nature is absolutely necessary, in order to make them tc>- 
spectable inlhe world, and prevent the injuries which other- 
wise might be offered to them. Nor is there any who can 
dtscem the fatal consequences of being under my direction, 
except those who are enlightened from above, by him who 
was given for a light to the Grentiles. 1 lodge securely in 
the secret caverns of the heart, and from thence 1 convey 
my influence so imperceptibly through all tbe words of the 
mouth, and actions of the life, that you rarely meet with a 
man or woman, who will own that they have the leaat ac^ 
quaintance with me ; though with many of them, the judi- 
ciouB beho]der will easily perceive, that I am deeply concern- 
ed \n aU tl^ey do^ or say. 

Ayabo, Indeed 1 have oflen heard people declare, that 
tipey never ai^w the devil Fastosus, nor h&d the least ac 
qjuaintanoe with pride. Yet, they s^aid, a little spirit ought 
to be shown, that every one might know his proper place. 
But 1 perceive now, that pride itself is that same spirit which 
they deen^ so necessary, notwithstandiiiig tjdeir supposed 
freedom ficgon it, and aversipi^ to it. 

Fastosus. The very ^aii\e spirit, Avaro, though they do 
pot knovir it ; for I deceive them at every turn, being ca- 
pal^e of transforming n;iyself into ao many different shapes, 
and bearing a name so suitable to each, that even when I 
lord it over them with the greatest power, they remain ut. 
terly igporant pf their subjection to me. Sometimes I as- 
sume the appearance and bear the name of my avowed ei^. 
emy. Humility. Then you will see people of fiushion, or 
those who think themselves such, descending lower than 
their station^ for no other reason than to get a good name. 
At. another time you may see m^ transformed into the like* 
ness of Charity, and 1 prompt my slaves to bestow their 
idmS} in order to be esteemed benevolent and generous. I 
bave 8e6n a I9an of wealth and industry, perform such a^. 
tioDs with this and no etl^fpr view. And he has i[nad6 hi« 
poor bdlly to suffer for it maoy days to cojiaQf when at the 
same time he had his thougandil out at use. Then I take 
upon me the name of Decency, and am greatly employed 
in regulating domestic affiurs, deiceiuling even so low, as to 
M^e cogi\i«u|ce of meat and dnnk» anas and eompany. 
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Theu you may see madam extremely diligent in persuading 
Miss Prim and Miss Stiff not to be seen in the company of 
"those of an inferior station. Ere you are aware, I have got 
the pride of good breeding ; and oh! what wonders^of fash- 
ionable civilities I work, and forward the great designs, of 
helJ. At this time you'll see my lady, who having forgoU 
ten the fashions prevailing about twenty years ago, when 
she was under forty, is ^» careful as possible not to deviate 
in the least from the customs of them who were born since 
she was a wife and mother. Sometimes 1 bear the name of 
a spirit of honor. . Under this name I prevailed is ancient 
Rome, and now reign over many of our European cavaliers^ 
In this character I do great execution among the British 
gods* at the west end of London, whercj the greatest enormi- 
ties are deemed excusable, but the putting up with an aifroni 
an unpardonable evil. 

Ataro. There would be nothings done, in <x>mparison of 
what there is, among mankind, if we appeared in our own 
Ukeness,'and went by our proper names: ibr there are thou- 
sands that love us extremely while in disguise, who would 
be ashamed of us, if we went by our proper name»ofCovet- 
ousness and Pride. As for my part, I am fain to perform all 
my works in disguise ; bearing the feigned names of Indus- 
try. Frugality, &c. - But, sir, will it please yoa.tagive me 
some account how yoo first made your entrance good 
amongst mankind.. 

Fastosoets. I have already told you, that as aomt as I was 
bom, 1 obtained full dominion over the adherentaof Beelze- 
bub ; this taught the angels of the deep that the only way 
le seduce innocent beings, was to inject my nature into, them ; 
and that the seeds of pride being once sown, they eeukt not 
feH of roost abundant fruitfulness. Man was origiaaUy ere* 
ated in a holy and happy estate, a perfect stranger ho these 
evils which now prevail over, and reign predominant in the 
natural and moral world. You couM not have seen so much 
as one symptom of pride or covetousness, or other viee, either 
in Adam or Eve, in their primitive state. They loved with, 
eut unchastity, and enjoyed without undeanliness : nor were 
they in the least acquainted with the racking torments of 
jealousy* No anxious thoughts, perplexing tears, nor dis- 
tracting cans, disturbed their peaeeiul hearts. Envy, anger, 
shame^ and lesentmeott were strangers to the oew^sreated 
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pair, and never set foot in paradise before my arrival there. 
I'hcir dole delight was to contemplate the beneficence of 
their God. 

Our eagle-eyed angels, when they saw the noble deport, 
meat of man, soon perceived that he was of the same na- 
ture which the son of' God was predestined to assume, (for 
as some think, he might, out of love to the human nature, 
appear occasionally to the heavenly hosts in the form of 
man*) for the resisting of which degree, they were damned 
to the depths of ever-burning hell. The first discovery BeeU 
zebiib made of the blessed situation in which man was cre- 
ated, filled his noble mind with such violent agitations of 
rage, envy, malice, and pride, that his fury burst beyond aU 
bounds. He stamped and raged in a moist tempestuous man. 
ner ; insomuch that he shook the sable firmsHnent of hell, 
and brought his confederates to inquire the cause of his an- 
guish. A council thus convened, after the prince had a little 
lecQvered from the first shook of transporting rage,he related 
to them what he had discovered, concerning the inhabitants 
of Eden, and a^ed advice of his senators, who, to a devil, 
vowed speedy destruction to man. Some demur there was 
Te^>eeting the plan of their operations : for the impolitic 
part of the assembly, finding the smallness of their number, 
were for having man assaulted by storm : but the more sage 
politicians voted for craft, as the likeliest method to seduce 
them. At last the august assembly came to this unanimous 
resolution, <^ That the great. Beelzebub should, by certain 
means, foy him to be devised, inspire them with my nature, 
nothing cbubtiiig, but if that could be done, they would soon 
declare in favor of the devil's government. 

Afler he had well weighed every circumstance, the arch, 
apostate undertook the enterprise ; but did not judge it prop, 
er to exercise force against them, knowing well that if their 
resistance proved equal to their power, all his destructive 
measures must unavoidably be broken, and the enterprise 
miscarry. Therefore, like a wise hero and consummate 



* Some maj think that this parenthesis is an impeachment of the knowledge of 
FastOBUfl, supposing that himself was ignorant, whether the Son of God did or did 
not assume tlie form of man in his intercourse with the heavenly legions. But it 
ought to be observed, that this Judicious devil is relating transaicUons which were 
antecedent to the time when he professes to Ixave been bom. 
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politician, he resolved to accomplish, by craft and aubtilty, 
what was not to. be dotie by open assault ; hot did he think 
it adiVisable ta nddcess. thenx in hi3:owa form, lest he should 
frighten them at his first appearance, and by that noeans ren- 
der their seduction for ever after impracticable : but judi- 
ciously concluded that the most promising method was, to 
assume the body of one of their familiar domestic animals, 
which were daily under their observation. Aocordingly 
after long consultation with himself, and strictly examining 
the brutal tribes, he possessed a beauteous serpent, perQeiving 
that it was head of the reptile world, and best fitted for con- 
verse with man, with whom also it was. more familiar than 
all the beasts beside. Thus equipped for executing tbe 
deep projecteii scheme, hie still Acted with caution becoming 
the most consummate experience. He cajred not to attack 
them both at once, lest by any nieans.tbey should see through 
bis disguise, metd he should occasion hiaown repulse ; there- 
fore he craftily lurked near them, and overheard their dis.^ 
course, that he might better learn, which of them was the 
weaker vessel. 

Being a spirit of g'reat penetration, he soon found that the 
womaa was not only the the weakest belt the youngest ; and 
what greatly encouraged his hope- was, that the man loved 
the woman with the most tend^ affection, a circumstance 
very painful for him to behold. Peace being now a atrftnger 
to his own bosom, it was grievousifor him to see the felicity 
of the human pair. In consequence of these discoveries, he 
made no attempts upon the man ; but bent all his endeavon. 
to seduce the woman, net doubting, but if that could be ef- 
fected, the man would come of coucse, so strongly was he at- 
tacbed ta his yoke-fellow. 

I would tell you the whole now, cousnn, but I must go and 
assist my lady Gaiety to dress ; fi»i? she is to dine with my 
lord FroU<^ to-day. About fouj? Q.'cloQk I'll meet you here^ 
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BIALOUGE V. 

IKFIDGLIS AND IMPIATOR. 

pASTOStrs^and Avaro had not been long gome, before 1 saW^ 
Iafid6iis'and Impiator, stalking up to the renedezvous, and a» 
they walked/ thus conversiiig :- 

Imfiator.' But is it possible, sir, that the papists should 
ascribe an'ec^al, if not a greater glory to' the blessed virgin, 
than to the Son of God ? 

iNTiDELts. It is- not only possible, but certain ; and as a 
proof of it, I shall itepeat. to you one of their prayers to her ; 
a prayer which can by no means be offensive to any of our 
people. " O Mary ! the star of the sea ; the heaven of health j 
the learned advocate of the guilty ; the only hope of the' 
desperate ; the saviour of sinners. Thou* callest thyself the 
handmaid of Jeisiis' Chrisit, but axl hfs )ady ; for right and 
reason willeth timt ^e mother be above the son* Pray him, 
and command him from above, that he lead us to his kingf 
dom, at the world's end." Here, you see, child, that although 
he was believed by hil^ apostles to be God ever all ; the papistic 
have found out a way to put him UBder the cotmnand of hia^ 
virgin mother. Not only so, but they have put him under 
the command of St. Ann, reputed by them to have been his 
grandmother, as may be seen in that famous prayer, approved 
and authorized by the doctors of the Sarbonne, in Pari^; I'K 
repeat the passage, being tlie fourth paragraf^h in the prayei^. 
" In homage of the right and power (of mother) which you 
had over your daughter, (Mary) and of grandmother over 
her son, and of their (Mary's and Jesus's) submission, which 
they render you." Here you see he is supposed to submit 
to his grandmother Ann, as well as to be under the govern- 
men of his mother Mary. I could tell you strange things, 
son, about the popish religion, and I intend it ere long ; but, 
for the present, I would beg of you to give me some further 
account of the different cantons of your devotees. I think 
ttiey were seven^ in number* 

IjfPtAtok. I shall describe theib to- yoiH, siiv^ Aiid it^ 
would be proper to* bcgio witft the eantoti of druttkards^ beu 
cause that is the royal canton, where 1 keep my court ; but 
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with your good leaver I shall defer the description of It to 
the last. 

Imfidelis. Son, your will is your law in this particular; 
take whatever method your thoughts suggest as best. 

Impiator. Then I begin with the canton of swearers, 
the most foolish and unaccountable set of people, upon the 
face of the earth. This canton is divided into two prov- 
inces, both which are full of people. In the first province 
dwell the false swearers, and the profane swearers in the 
seconds 

The province of false swearers is divided into thtee dis- 
tricts, the first of which is inhabited by knights of the post, 
a set of gentry who get their living by giving evidence in 
causes to which they are perfect' strangers. These knights 
commonly make their court to the c — k of arr-igtis, whom, 
they know, is best capable of finding them en^loyment. It 
is not a great many years since,- a geiltlenrxan, walking in 
the sessions-house, in the Old fiailey, was accosted by one 
of these knights with, " Pray, sir, do you want a witness ? 
Sir, ni serve you as cheap and aa well asf any man.'* Gar- 
diner, bishop ot WiCTch«3ler, formerly was a mighty pro- 
tector of this order of knights : and, at this day, our good 
friend, the father of the world, his worthy fnqnisitors, and 
Diot a few right reverend prelates, are head men in the dis. 
trict />f false swearers. Many a good Christian has been 
brought to the stake, or gallows, by theif assiduity, both 
among papists and pagans ; and more especfally the former, 
who are far from being so honest as the latter ; and not by 
half so consistent. 

The second district is inhabited by the mercenary swear- 
ers. This is a race supposed to. be descended from the 
knights of the post, and to be sure there is great likeness 
betwixt the two. The mercenary swearers wilf buy a piece 
of goods for five shillings, and as soon as a buyer preseilts 
himself, tells him that, upon his life and soul, it cost him bIx 
shillings. When he meets with another seller of the same 
commodity, in order to obtain a good pennyworth, he shows 
him the goods for which he paid five shillings, and tells the 
stranger, that, " As he hopes to be saved, he gave no more 
than four atid sixpence for it.'* The dealers in horses, dro- 
ters, and butchers, are singularly dexterous in this kind of 
swearing. In this district, it is a prevalent opinion, that a 
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man is not fit to live in the world, unless he can swear to a 
lie. 

The third drvision ts inhabited by the foolish swearers, a 
people the most remarkably stupid of any under the govern, 
ment of hell. Some of them are so accustomed to it from 
their infancy, that they do not so much as know when they 
swear, and are as destitute of design in the practice as the 
parrot when it scolds the chambermaid, or as many good 
people when they say their prayers at church. Others 
seem to have such a low opinion of their own probity, that 
they imagine no one will believe what they say, unless eve- 
ry sentence is ushered in with aa oath in the van, and con- 
firmed by another in the rear. Gentlemen of family, for- 
tune, and fashion, are stationed in this class, and are ex- 
tremely dexterous here. Nor are the ofiicer:s of the fleet 
and army less learned, or devoid -Of those embellishments. 
The greatestpart of the English officers, indeed, marine and 
military, esteem a man not fit to <;arry a musket, unless he 
can swear a hundred oaths in a quarter qf an hour, without 
any qualms of conscience. 

The British army so far excels in this fine art, that they 
«an fairly curse the French off the field of battle, without 
ever striking a blow : so terrified are the Prench at the 
oaths of the English. Ay, father, I assure you, that this 
heroic practice is now so prevalent among the basest of the 
multitude, that I could pick you out a low-lifed boatswain, 
who will vie with an admiral ; and a dwarfish drummer, 
who will swear with a lieutenant-general, for any money. 
Yea, I could pick you out a fellow, who. cannot procure 
whole riio^ to his feet, that yet will match any nobleman or 
esquiare in the land at swearing. And, sir, if honor consists 
in bein^adepts here, the vilest pedlar may vie with the best 
of the gentry, and the very footpad may challenge a peer 
of the realm. The canton of swearers is a very populous 
and very honorable place. Here are dukes, knights of all 
orders, marquises, and earls* Apd a very worshipful canton 
it is too ; for numbers of very respectable corporations, and 
many justices of the peace reside in it* 

I have oflea laughed to see a delinquent brought before 
a magistrate, and by him be obliged to pay two shillings for 
every attested oath, when the magistrate himself had not 



manhood enoagh to maiDtftin conyersatton for ten minute^ 
without being guilty of profane swearing. 

Infidelis. Pray th^, my spn, what.are the qualifica- 
tions requisite to a justice of the peace in thy country ? 

Impkator. Two qualifications, sir, only are r^uisite. 
The first is, that the gentleman te pretty wSlI to Uve in the 
world, and the second, that he >fiham)e an obsequious tool to 
administration. As to knowledge of the law, love to the 
people, regard to moral principles, and all such stuff, they 
are altogether out of the question. 

1 was going to say, it is a very rdigious canton, too, be. 
cause here you may find a consideraible iQumber of reverend 
parsons, both Papists and Protestants. As for their oaths in 
use, they are various, as the fancy <of the swearers inclines 
them. Some sirear :by heaven, others by the ^od of hea v- 
en; some swear by Christ, others by his blood and wounds ; 
some by St. Peter, others by St. Paul ; some by St. Mary, 
others by her virginity ; some swear by the pope, others by 
his holiness, and by his infallibility ; some by the life of their 
sovereign ; some by the life ^f the devil, and some by their 
own lives. Some there are wiio swear by the church ; 
•others by the liturgy and mass ; and some, for want of a 
better epithet, swear by their own eyes and limbs. 

Infideus, indeed, son, these ar^ a -set of as foolish peo- 
pie as one would wish to poeet with. The devil hiipself 
would not wish them to be more foolish. One would won- 
der to see men of distinction^ who disdain to conform to the 
vulgar, in other particulars, rank themselves with gypsies 
and sturdy beggars, in the most abject and unmanly prac- 
tice. Sensible people, and some there ^are still among men, 
do not esteem a man the more for his acres or pension, but 
for his virtue and good sense ; and hence a swearing gyp^ 
and a swearing gentleman are held as equally dishonorable. 
But DO more of this ; i intend not to become a mor^iist at 
this time. 

IxpiATOS* I assure you, profitable as they are to me, 1 
am ready to crock my sides with lauding, to see how fool- 
ishly they fight and broil, curse and damn each other, and 
how ready they are to forward the devil's interest, notwith- 
standing it is to their own everlasting ruin. 

The second canton is thatef thieves ; and a very flourish- 
ing canton it is, notwithstanding we every session send a 
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freight over the Stygian lake,* who no more return to their 
native country. This canton being very extensive, is like- 
wise divided into several lesser cantons. The first of which 
contains the gentleman thieves. A very courtly, polite, and 
fashionable set of people. Gentlemen thieves are such who 
enjoy places of honor and trust, and are not careful of their 
duty to their king and country. It is observable of them, 
that when they are out of place, they are the greatest ene- 
mies to corruption, and the stauncheet friends to liberty in 
the world. They are capable of no influence, but that of 
patriotism, so long as unprovided for ; but the moment their 
happ3' stars make them placemen, ihey forget their patriot- 
ism, drop their enmity to venality, and seek nothing so much 
as their own emolument, leaving the public to shift for it- 
self. It is thought that not a few gentlemen thieves live 
within a hundred miles of famous Tyburn-; and some peo- 
ple farther think, rt is great pity that solemn tree is nol 
more frequently graced with them : but in modern times it 
is quite unfashionable to hang any but the little thieves.-f 
Those gentlemen having no principles, above ambition and 
avance, to influence them, being once in place, are capable 
of being more injurious to the commonwealth, each of them, 
than an hundred highwaymen ; and yet Tyburn is not hon- 
■ > ■ « I — — ^ • _— __— — — i^— — 

* Tbe«utbor has often lam^ted the nnba|>pf untimely end of tlie malefactora 
lluog up every seseion ; sometimes for things perhaps comparatively trifling, and 
which in themselves cannot merit so severe « punishment. ■ Ft 4oes not appeaf 
from Scripture or reason, ttiat common theftjBhould be punished with the gaiiowa ; 
«id especially when the matter stolen is of little value. Nor does it appear to be 
good policy to*deprive society of a measber, who might afterwards be useful, oa 
account of some rasfh and unguarded invasion of his neighbor*s property. Hang 
them once, and their services are for «ver lost to the community. If other 
methods wew taken, villany would be moresucceasfulfy buppressed, and the mem- 
bers of society spared for usefulness. The British senators must needs see, that the 
banging trade does not lessen the number of roguee, nor tlie untimely end of one 
leave suitable impressions unon the minds of others. To be bound to bard labor fbr 
the space of one year, would be more terrtble than to tw transported for seven . and 
iRskies. use might Introduce a laboiiow haltit, which would jrender stealing uniia 
oessary. I am persuaded, that to a dissolute young man, who hates labor, to b* 
chained to a dung-cart, or placed la some other servile station, would be mora 
daeadful than Tyburn itself. 

t If an ingenious mechanic sliould die fbr filing a sincle guinea ; an extravagant 
youth he bannd, without mercy, for putting one in bodily fear, on the highway : 
or a vain girl, In the prime of Ufiet be eiecuted for stealing a few yards of lace, and 
otbera plunder the nation of thousands with impunity, it allows that there must be 
a defect somewhere. 

F 
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ored with a gentleman thlef^ above once in a century, much 
to the grief of real patriots. 

^.nother class of gentlemen thieves, are our officers by sea 
and land, who impose upon their king and country, by false 
musters : and in a very peculiar manner those who make 
their own fortunes, (no matter whether in the East or West 
Indies) by the fatigue of their men, who are lefl to remain 
in- their original penury. These, together with the com- 
missaries for the army, agents for regiments, -&c are all 
Stationed, here. 

The second subdivision is peopled by what we call the 
fashionable thieves. A prodigious populous place is this. 
Here dwell legions of attorneys ; vermin, who, fbr five sfail- 
lings' worth of labor, will charge their clients near the same 
number of pounds; and very conscientiously take pay, for 
wilfully perverting and defeating a just caiise. Here you 
may find gentlemen, who can procure witnesses to swear 
just as you would have them, and pack a jury that can give 
a clear verdict, over the belly of the most consistent evi- 
dence. Such a jury hath, ere now, saved a noble neck from 
the deserved cord, through the all-subduing power of money. 
To this famous division belongs the tradesman, wbo will 
take more from an unskilful buyet, |han he knows in his 
conscience his goods are worth: a thing very comnioa 
among dealers. Also, the wealthy gentleman, who, in buy- 
ing, will take advantage of the indigence of the seller, and 
pay, if he can, less than the real worth of what hj? buys. Tliia 
practice is now so very near to universal, that tradesmen 
deal with one another, for the most part, as if they were all 
known to be rogues and cheats ; aad he is the best tradesman, 
that can best guard against the villany of his neighbors. 

Here dwells the careful tradesman, who, if a man once 
owes him five pounds, would write down five pounds ten 
Gainings. This method is so much in vogue, that ro&aj 
people«dare not trust their names on the tradesmen's books. 
As for xxfy fiiend, Sir Roger Latepay, he has had such ex- 
perience of it, that bis wood is in danger. In this fashkmable 
division dwells the tradesman, who, conscious thai his owa. 
capital is expended, supports his luxury and grandeur at the 
expense of his dealers ; and many such there be in town and 
country. The avaricious farmers, manufacturers and house- 
holders, who make their servants and mecfaaBics work tmder 
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their usual wages, from the pretence of deadness of trade, &c. 
The buyer, who is conscious of his present inability, and 
spends without any probable view of being hereafter able to 
pay, dwells in the very heart of this division ; and hard by 
him dwells the father, who, to gratify a depraved taste, 
squanders away his estate, to the defrauding of his wife and 
children. All of these, sir, are very fashionable people. 

The third division is that of holy thieves. That is, men 
whose theft is in holy things. By holy thieves, I mean un- 
holy men, sustaining holy offices. Such is he, who enters 
into orders, merely for the sake of a good living. All who 
cihnb over the wall, and come not in by the door, are thieves 
and robbers. Thieves, because they steal the portion of the 
priests ; for, having no right to the sacerdotal function, their 
participation of the altar is sacrilegious theft. Robbers, be- 
cause they make havoc of the church, and deprive God's 
children of the food allowed them by their heavenly father. 
Here dwell shoals of popish priests, and very considerable 
number of protestant clergy, of various denominations, as 
well as the total sum of pagan and mahometan mufties. 
His holiness, the pope of Rome, is indeed president in this 
division, fbi he steals the prerogatives of God and applies 
them to his own private use. 

The fourth division in the canton of thieves, are those 
whom we call the sporting thieves. Such are card-players, 
cock-fighters, horse-coursers, and gambling of all sorts. I 
know of none of my sporting subjects, but what will win if 
they can, either by upright, or inequitable means. There- 
fore, with us it is an established maxim, that the true gam- 
bler is the certain thief. Here too you may find princes, 
nobles, spiritual and temporal, and judges of every rank. 
Ha ! ha ! ha ! how have I been ready to split my sides with 
laughing, to see an archbishop lay aside his mitre, and take 
up a pack of -cards ; and the sacred judge, after having 
passed sentence on a criminal, lay aside ail his sdemnity, 
and put on the sprightly sportsman ! Then cried I, O ! the 
bench ! O ! the pulpit! O ! the gambler ! 

The fifth division in the canton of thieves, is inhabited by 
what we call fantastic thieves. A very contemptible can- 
ton this is with sensible people. Yet foolish as they are with 
their nostrums, they make it appear, that there are people 
more foolish than themselves ; for they pick the pockets of 
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the neighboring^ cantons very cleverly. Here dwell your 
Daffies, GodfrieS). SioughtonS) Fluggers, Lowthers, Jameses^ 
Turlingtons, ^. Hero the ftioious- Mr. Mountebank i» 
president, and Mr. Andrew Archee is- his deputy. In thi» 
division nothing is heard of but pills, lozenges, troehes^ balw 
«ams, elixirs, drops, cordials, and the ready coin-; for the- 
fantastical thievea can give no credit. 

The sixth division consists of plain* honest highwaymen. 
Honest, when- compared with many, of the others ; for when 
Ihe thieves are about to rob a man,^ they very honestly tell 
him their design, and stake but a few high words) and the* 
mouth of the pistol, against the purse and all that is in it, 
which, notwithstanding the odds be greatly on the traveller'^ 
side, the highwayman carries lighly oS*, with, the watch 
into the bargain. Whereas m&ny of the gentlemen thieve» 
earry on their work so silly, that you know not their inten- 
tion of robbing you, until long aAerthe robbery is committed. 
O ! Tyburn, Tyburn, thou hast lonfi^ groaned fo£ suoh men. 
as these I 

Here too are many venerable priests, who, by pretended^ 
pardons, dispensations, &c. play the pick-pocket to great ad. 
vantage. Much could I say about this class of veterans in 
the thieving trade, were I not afraid of exciting their re. 
sentment, which would be very detrimental to my designs, 
as they lead the consciences of the- laity just which^ way 
they please. 

IpiFiDELis. Indeed, my son, by youv account of them, the 
highwaymen and pick-pocketsarc less prejudicial to socie^,, 
than many who are held to be men of great renown. 

Itf piATOR. Ay, sir, a thousand times, and I can teH you 
that some of the greatest names are enrolled in the annal» 
of this canton of thieves. There are the Grecian and Rontiaa 
heroes, almost {» general, particularly great Alexander, 
and Julius CsBsar. There is Tamerlane, ihere is Kouli 
Khauy there is Philip of Spain, and there is L — • — s of France, 
who has as good an inclination to thieving as any body. 
Poor gentlemen! it i&not half a oentary since he put forth 
his hand to pick thepocket of George, king of Britain ; but 
he got his fingers most wofuliy bttten-, before he could puU 
them in agaitt» But what is bred in the bones will never be 
out of the flesh; therefore, as the English did not take care 
effectually to secure themselves when they hod it in their 



OF DSVILf . 65 

power, they nust expeoC further ejcperieaee of French 
4heA. I- I— 

Infidelis. One would have thought that the English 
have so many instances of royal theA, from that i)i4arter» 
that they would have effectually prevented future danger 
from thence* Nor are our good friends the Spaniards less 
uiciined.to the thievish practice than their neigbors. WlU 
0088 Peru and Mexico, these once opulent .and populous 
kingdoms, which now belong to them, in the eame manner 
as theipurse of gold belongs to the highwayman, who took 
it from the gentleman whom he murdered. 

Ikpiator. Ay, sir, great thieves. are (abundantly more 
hurtful to manlrind, than thieves of a dwarfish size ; though 
fiunoufi Tybuirn, and the places akin to tit, seldom have the 
honor of ushering them into the other world. 

The third leanton is the liars' canton, a people with double 
tODgues, and of the nature of an otter, amphibious. The 
great Beelzebub is grand president here, but is represented 
hy two famous deputies, namely, the artful Mahomet, and 
fhe good old gentleman at Rome. Of the two, the latter 
tf most in favor at court, because Beelzebub says, he is ao 
very much of his own image ; although^ it must be ownedy 
Uahomet bears a very great resemblance. AU Abe holy 
fathers, my lords the inquisitors, with their assistant famil- 
^n* All the venerable patriarchs, and porincely cardinals, 
f^de inthe metropolis^ near the exchange, in the principal 
street, which is a straight thoroughfase to helL The bish- 
^PS) of both ranks, are stationed next to them, and greatly 
^cilitate the journey of passengers. The very populous 
suburbs are inhabited by the sons of St. Ignatius ; than 
^hom, none are more excellent at the ans of lying and eva* 
Bion. And here too «re abundance of friars; of every order, 
vho, though less crafty than the Jesuits, are very diligent ia 
^0 great work of deceit. In this country, politeness and 
learning have arrived at the greatest perfection. Here are- 
abuiidance of •courtiers, and statesmen, besides atheists and 
deists, highly esteemed by our people, for their learning 
^d sense. 

The famous <;ourt liars are like a dead .fifth. They al- 
^ftys swim with the stream of pow^. They are for or 
H^inai stamp«acts, and general warrantSj just as th6 senti. 
tients of their superiors direct. They ai» Protestants, or 
iotolecant papists, or neither, just as their prince is incline^ 

F2 
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or as their own interests require. Their consciences aie 
tender as a willow, and will turn any way with the applica- 
tioQ of a purse q£ gold, a* place, a pension, or a peerage. 
When it serves their low and base purposes, you will find 
them patriots ; but if the good of the nation clashes with 
their sinister views, you ouiy find them traitors either to 
church or state, or to both. Of this islass were Bonner and 
firurdiner, zealous Protestants in the days of Edward the 
Sixths aod bloody papists in the reign of his sister of scftrlet 
memory. To this class also belonged Sbi^rp, the archbishop 
of @t. Andrew's ; for it was 9ot conviction/ but gold, that 
changed his sentiments from predb3rtery to prelacy. All 
the arguments which my lords, the bishops of England, had 
advanced, made no more impression upon him, than an ar- 
row would have made upon a rock of flint ; but when his 
inajesty came, in rhetorical manner, to press him home with 
», he^vy purse of gold, a coach and six, and a bishopric, he 
was quite confounded, and had not a word to say for mother 
kirk of Scotland. Such court argunienta as ibis, sir, stop 
tthe qoouths of many a patriot ; Lord C— — m is a recei^ 
proof of this. Such was the force of hier elocution that it 
(Oould gain battles, subdue states, reverse laws, a^d make 
placemen tremble, until he was unhappily confounded by ^ 
place, a pension, and a peerage ; and now, poor gentleman, 
he has nothing left to gratify his ambition, but the melaiij. 
choly reflection of what hie once was. 

There is another herd of court liars, (excuse the phrase, 
jSir, because it is the common opinion, that of all {reiiiiin, 
court liars are the most detestable) who fawn like a spaniel 
upon every prince that ascends the throne, in order to in- 
gratiate themselves into his favor, thereby to make 9une of 
their own emduoaent. If the mapners of the prince are 
9Ver so dissc^ute, they Across him as their most wi^e and 
amiable monarch. Though he were as niuch of a dastard 
ae Sardanapalus, they wjll persuade hin)i that he will vie 
with Hector for magnanimity. If he is a drunkard, or glut, 
ion, they will flatter him with his temperance ; or represent 
his luxury, as a princely virtue, very becoming a royal per- 
aonage ; even if one half of his subjects be famishing for 
want of bread. 8090 of those court liars wpU tell their 

eriBoe, that it is no crime at all for him to enter his neigh- 
or'ste^tories, and murder twenty or thirty thousand of 
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hk subjectSy though there is reaUy no cause gives on their 
party for the hostile invasion. Some such villains precipita- 
ted Lewis of France inta a war with Britain, which would 
infaMihly have parov^ his nuB* had he not been well be^ 
friended by some people near 9t. James's. 

A triidy patriotic^ courtier is a strong pillar to the throne ; 
but court liars are the destruction 4»f that prince whose ear 
Ihey govern. 

It is my opinion, that a prince has need either to be a 
veiy wise man hisEisetf, or to have very honest men about 
him. Happy is that nation, who has a wise and prudent 
king^ and at the sa«ie time honest and faithful ministers* 
Earthly thrones are so infested with &wning ^tterers ! 
that if the prince is not v^ery well acquainted with his Bible^ 
it is difficult fyr hioi to JkiOow, whether he is virtuous or 
vicious. 

IvFiDEJuia. That is a boc[k in little este^is. Great men 
are for the most part too polite to trouble themselves iritJi 
its contents^ baoausethey are so unfavorable ip their pra!^- 
tices. 

haiArcm* True, and by those means priaeefi are tjie 
more i»adijy deceived. For a mitred .eourtier may, per* 
haps, toll his prince, thatM is lawful ibr a roysil personage^ 
to debauch the wife or daughter of one of an inferior rwaky 
but unlawful for a plebeian ; aotwithfl(t<in<^iBg his spiritual 
lordship k«owa very well, that wh^n God sttkl, '< Whore- 
mongers and adulterers I will judge," he exeihptfsd not the 
prince any ipdore than the p^^sant ; lor with htm there is no 
respect of persons on account of thw worldl|r dignity. 

Another right reverend courtier tells his prince, that it is 
allowable epough in him, on the Sabbath, afler the irksome 
service is o^er at churchy to divert himself with a quiet, 
civil, game at chess, quadrille, or whatever his pious inclina- 
tion leads him to ; and that it may be lawful for some favorite 
nobility to assist at the sport ; but, says he, it is utterly un- 
lawful for the husl>andman and low mechanic ; though the 
downy doctor knows well enough, that when the Almighty 
sanctified $he Sabbath, it was not a part<»ly, buit;t|ie whole 
Sabbath he intended. 

Iimp^us. Well, ImfHator, whatever license the right 
reverends allow at court, their sable brethren in the coun. 
try are not lessiod^l^iit ; Ibr in most parishes in Gngland, 
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the people may sWear or pray, get drunk or oommuDicate, 
goto churcli or stay at home, get to heavea or hell, just as 
their incHnatioQ {cads them, for aoy concern his reverence 
the parson gires himself, provided always he is not cheated 
of his dues, 

ItfFf ATOR. 1 know I am well befriended by many clergy* 
men. But to return to the prince, I assure you I have odea 
thought that, of all men, it is the greatest difficulty for him 
to be a good man, and get safe to heaven : he has so many 
about him, who are base enough to commend even his vices, 
and but very few who love him well enough to correct his 
errors. But if £ become a moralist now, vou '11 suppose I 
act out of character. However, though many have ex. 
hausted all their wit and good nature upon the court liars, 
they are still the same, they lie as fast as ever lor the sake 
of money, estates, high places, dec. : therefore some people 
eall them mercenary liars. 

But many of the inhabitants of this canton aie less ambi* 
tiotts, and will very freely tell lies for a penny gain ; amongst 
those are the travelling tradesmen, who carry-their shops 
upon their backs. Them we call the petty dealers, andthe 
humble liars. But we have others more generous still, who 
will give you a Ue fresh from the mint, with no other view 
but to raise a laugh. These we call the merry liars, because 
they go laughing to helL Others we hav«, who stand in the 
capacity of god-lathers and god^mothers, who very roundly 
promise and vow to do, for ihe child, what they never in- 
tend to perform. Some people call them the fooUhardy 
liars. Next to them reside a very venerable tribe, called> by 
the name of reverend liars. Reverend, because in holy 
orders ; and liars, because thiey tell my lord bishop, that 
they are mov^d by the Holy Ghost, to iake upon ihem the 
office of a deacon, whereas they are moved by the hope of 
a good living, not Jcnowing that there is such a being as the 
Holy Ghost ; and deeming it enthusiasm to pnofess to be 
moved by him. When onee put into orders, and a benefice^ 
those worthy gentlemen rave against all who profess to be 
influenced in their devotion, by the Holy Spirit, as fanaticst 
enthusiasts, and madmen. Now, either my good friend the 
parson ties to my lord bishop, or his eongregation ; but the 
truth is, he lies to l)Oth. 

The fourth canton is^ that of Sabbalh. breakers, which is a 
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irery populoss, polite and opulent canton indeed. The fa» 
greater part of the nobility, and other gentlemen of rank and 
fortune, reside here. They are too well-bred to wo^rship 
God on Sunday, in public or private. They 8com to sup- 
pose themselves indebted tp the Almighty for life,- and 
breath, and all things-; or to be accountable to him for- the 
use they make of thei^ time, estates, and talents. They 
leave it to the low-lifed mechanics, to goto church or meet- 
ing. Of when there, to be devout, and take notice of what 
they are about. Let the parson- talk about heaven, or hell, 
or what he will, they are unconcerned, never once suppo- 
sing themselves endued with immortal souls. 

There is my good friend, my lord Timelagg, a nobleman 
of the first distinction ; he is so taken up through- the week, 
with contriving how to provide for himself and his creatures, 
that he is in no condition to go to church en* Sunday, but 
chooses some convenient part of it for an airing, either in 
the eoaeh with my lady, or on horseback with his cousin, 
'squire Idle. Mrs; Housekeeper also is very closely em* 
ployed in preparing tea and chocolate against their return. 
Mr. Steward is very busy in preparing his rent rolls, studi- 
ously contriving how to extract an estate for himself, out of 
his master's, so that he cannot go to church at any ratie. 
The footman, and my lady's woman, must needs attend their 
master and mistress; the coachman and postilion must 
guide the machine ; the batler and groom must he within 
call, one to take care of the horses, and the other to furnish 
with claret or champaign ; so that the minister is very litUe 
obliged to his lordship for finding him an auditory to preach 
to. 

The London tradesmen come up as near to his- lordship's 
example as their circumstances will admit of. Their spirits 
are quite exhausted with the fatigues of weekly business ; 
therefore, instead of leading their families duly to church, 
you may meet squadrons of them every Saturday night and 
Sunday morning, going to regale themselves with a Sun- 
day's pleasure, which consists in eating, carousing, and ri- 
ding. 

Then there is your sabbath-day visitors, very genteel 
people. The tea-table -gossips are much concerned here : 
you may find hundreds of tables, the conversation of which 
is supported at the expense of the reputation of some absent« 
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For it must be observed thatour gossips are so abso1ufier;f 
diestitute of innate ideasj and are snch perfect strangers to 
the affairs of civil life, that th^y cannot support conversa- 
tk>n five minuter at a sitting, but by the help of slander. 
Hence some peOpIe have said, that slander is the very soul 
of conversation. And sure enough, if you pick out all the 
slanderous expressions from the conversation of our gossips, 
you will have but a very scanty fragment remaining. 

There are others so given Cip to indolence, that they keep 
great part of the Sabbath in bed, on a couch, or in the easy 
chair. These people are so exceedingly opprest with the 
weight of their own bodies, that fhey can attend at neither 
church nor chapel, although active enoagh the other parts 
of the week : and yet they are good christians, and hope to 
go to heaven when they die. And yet they seldom think of 
any thing but living forever f in order to which they eat, 
drink, and sleep away the sabbath. These go by the name 
of lazy sabbath-breakers ; and all who are employed the 
whole morning, in preparing superfluities for dhmcr, live 
along with them. ^ 

Another cfass of sabbath-breakers consists of the pefly 
dealers, who buy or sell commodities; for back or belly, on 
the sabbath day. We call them the mistrustful sabbath- 
breakers, because they cannot trust God wKh their eustom^ 
ers ; and slothful sabbath -breakers, because they do not pro^ 
vide for their families, on the six days appointed for labor. 
England, with all its bravery, is horribly disgraced by a set 
of profane peopie, such as grocers, chandlers, butchers, bar- 
bers and bakers^ who will not miss the taking a penny on the 
sabbath, any more than another day. Besides them, there 
are tailors, mantua and shoemakers, who, with their late fin- 
ishes, make great encroachments on the sabbath, aad that in 
the most open manner. 

Iiivii>Biris. 1 thought in England, the law had made pro* 
vision against such enormous breaches of (he sabbath; 

lupiAToR. Yes, the lawd do indeed make provision for 
the suppression of such vices : but I have the pleasure of 
seeing the enforcing of those laws, very oflen left with peo. 
pie who are entirely devoted to^ my interest ; so-the laws are 
frequently ai^eep, when I am awake and upon my rounds^ 

But there i& another tribe against whom there is no ku- 
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ioduetrious set of people, esteemed by all and known but to 
few. They are constantly employed through the week, and 
are glad of the sabbath's approach, that they may repair 
1heir bodily fatigue, and give a free scope to their plodding 
minds, VVhen they awake on the Sabbath morning, they 
are (feeply contemplating some transactions of the past 
week, or concerting measures proper to be followed in the 
ensuing. Nor does the man alter his subject when he goes 
to church. No, he is quite uniform. Try him, and you will 
find him ail of a piece. Let the parson choose what sub- 
ject he will, the other sticks to his text ; so that it oftep hap. 
pens when the minister thinks his auditory ia collected, aad 
the bulk of his parish appear at church, hie is^mistaken ; for 
the greatest part of those whom he thinks to be |»resent, are 
«nly there in appearahce ; their minds, their better part, be- 
ing absent on other occasions. 

For instance, the parson sometimes thinks that ho sees 
'squire Folly and madam his lady, ia the front pew of the 
right-hand gallery ; but he is mistalcen ; for only tMr bodies 
are there ; their minds are absent. ^ Aa for the squire,, he is 
busy chasing the hare or fox, over«ll the hedges and dhtches 
in his manor; and his lady is mentally at this ball, or the 
other assembly ; or at this play or the other opera ; or per- 
haps she is <iheapening silks, at Mr. Cantos, silk-mercer^ oa 
Ludgatehill. 

Sonietimes the merchant seems lo be at church : however, 
ike is only there in body, his soul having sailed in the good 
ship Booadventure, to buy slaves on the coast of Guinea, or 
barter goods at Bengal or Malabar. The mercer, draper, 
and grocer, seem sometimes to be thene ; but frequently It 
it an imposition : for although their bodies may indeed be 
present, their souls are gone on a journey, to visit theipr ens. 
tomers, or leA at home, in the coikntiog-house, baiaacing 
their books, or examining their tradesmen's bilto, that ^ey 
may know with whom they can deal to the greatest advan*. 
tage ; perhaps issuing forth a capias against 'squire Latepay^ 
a gentleman well knovMi to those- dealers ; or it may be, the 
soul is busy, entering protests agamat certain extravagant 
manufhetttreis. 

As for the iodustrtous farmer^ yoa may well tl|in)c he 
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hfis somethioff else to employ his mind, Hum either sermon 
or prayers ; tor it must needs require much thought and fore- 
cast to determine right, where to sow his wheat, where his 
clover, and what land to set apart for hemp, how to dispose 
of his young colt, and the gray horse, who is in danger of 
losing his eyes. And he, good man, hath foun4 from long 
experience, that he can contrive better at church than any. 
where else ; and being willing to thrive in the world, he 
will let slip no opportunity proper for advantageous oonsid- 
eration. 

But 1 can tell you, sir, if the people so frequently put the 
cheat upon their parson, he in his turn retaliates upon them ; 
and many times when the congregation flatter themselves 
that they see the parson in, and hear his voice from the 
pulpit, they are mistaken ; for it is only his body, his soul 
being attending the levee of this nobleman, or the other 
bishop, making his court for a fatter benefice. These, sir, 
are some of the thinking sabbath. breakers. 

Then there are the mad sabbath-breakers, a set of the 
very dregs of humanity ; and yet by some meaos or other 
their impious practices are connived at, notwithstanding in* 
terdicted by all laws divine and human. Such are oyr pel- 
let throwers in Yorkshire and Durham ; our foot-ball tossers, 
who are found all over the nation ; our leapers, runners, 
tavern-haunters, and all of every denomination, who exer- 
cise themselves in any sport on the Sabbath, are stationed 
along with the mad sabbath-breakers. 

Last of all these are our religious sabbath-breakers, a 
district that is formed of party zealots and self-seekers, both 
preachers and hearers. , As for the former, their doctrine is 
various. One man preaches the pope, another preaches the 
councils. One preaches St. Dominick, another St. Francis^ 
One preacbes episcopacy like the great Sacbeverel, another 
preaches presbytery, as the only way of salvation. One 
preaches up mankind in general, and another preaches his 
own personal endowments in particulars ; but as for preach, 
ing Jesus Christ, that is quite foreign to their purpose^ and 
is therefore leA to be performed by others. Thus, sire, you 
have had a view of the canton of sabbath-breakers. 

Imfidblis. And a noble canton it is, my son, both rich 
and populous, of great service to us, and vast enlargement 
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to the territories of Beelzebub. How illustrious is the 
throne of great Impiator ! I long to have a description of 
(he rest of your kingdom, but for the present I must be gone, 
my son. Will you please to give me the meeting here to- 
fnorrow-morning ? 

Impiator. I will, sir. Adieu. 



DIALOGUE VI. 
Pastosvs and Avaso. 

Phivt to the appointment betwixt Fastosus and Avaro, 1 
resolved to stay their coming, and had not been long before 
I saw them at a distance, walking up the valley towards 
me. Arrived at the usual place of^conference, Fastosus 
struck twice with his rod on the earth, and instantly there 
arose two thrones of the blackest ebony, one of which he 
occupied himself, and ^he other was filled by his cousin, 
A varo. Thus enthroned', Fastosus opened the conversation, 
whilst I seized my 'pen, and sat eager to catch the Meeting 
«ound. 

Fastosus. You know, Avaro, when we parted in ffae 
moraing, 1 was going to assist my lady Gaiety, to dress for 
her visit to my good lord Frolic, I went accordingly, and 
hard work I assure you we had of it. As soon as I appear- 
ed before the toilet, I received orders to render myself in- 
visible, and not 'to depart the room, that 1 might be in readi- 
aiess to adjust the head.drcss,. and bosom ornaments Yes, 
•madam, said -I, I will give your ladyship due attendance. 
With that I rendered myself invisible to her, but continued 
'visibje .to i\\ other beholders. So to dressing we went. 
First* we ornamented the feet, which was attended with 
very considei'abld difficulty. It cost us several tyings and 
untyings before her ladyship was pleaded with her own 
foqt. At last, haying finished the feet, and my lady viewed 
them several times in every position, we proceeded to other 
parts of the important work. First we did and then we 
undid, every part of the tmery. But our hardest work about 
the head and bosom was, how to put one as much as possible 

G 
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out of its native form, and to expose the other so as to make 
sure of attracting the eyes of beholders. Monsieur Fris- 
seur, who was our assistant, gave it as his opinion, that to 
come up to the very zenith of the mode, it was necessary 
she should bear an head as much as possible in resemblance 
to a ram without horns ; add Mn. Prude^ my lady's woman, 
told us plainly, that Mrs. Pander, whose province it is to 
establish female customSj had expressly declared, every lady 
worth above one hundred a year, ought, in a full dress, to 
wear her bosom quite naked. My lady is adorned with ex- 
cellent hair ; but it will not serve her except it bear a look 
the most unnatural possible. Her skin, fair as alabaster, we 
were obliged to daub with patches, the color of Beelzebub's 
coat, as a token of her loyalty to the black prince of the 
nether regions. But how to place these patches was a ques- 
tion of no ordinary concern, and hardly resolved at last. 
First we tried one large patch on her chin ; but ray lady 
soon perceived, that it hid the beauteous dimple, which n&. 
ture had there impressed, and therefore it was presently re- 
moved. Then we tried how the cheek would answer ; but 
alas ! it obscured the lively rose, which is a native there, 
and which my lady takes great delight to view in her glass ; 
OB this account we exempted the cheek from the burden. 
At last, after much anxiety, and very serious consideration, 
it was resolved that we should fix it on the middle of her 
forehead, resembling the eye of a cyclops, and put a little 
one, on the left side of her chin, bearing the likeness of a 
mole. However, it cost several trials with them in both 
places, ere the patches would lie agreeably to her ladyship's 
fancy. 

AvARO. Ah ! Fastosns, if the ladies only knew how ri- 
diculous they make themselves look in the eyes of the judi- 
cious, they would be very loth thus to deform their native 
beauty. What delicate beauty ! what perfect comeliness do 
we see rendered disagreeable and ridiculous, by these trans- 
formations ! And how can they be but disagreeable and 
ridiculous, when all the decorations of nature lie concealed, 
and nothing appears but the manufactory of art, that great 
supplanter of nature ? 'Such ladies are certainly greatly 
deceived by you, Fastosus ; forthe end proposed by aU those 
metamorphoses is to render themselves agreeable to the 
gentlemen, whereas they produce the contrary efect. Art 
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can never beget love. This is nature's work alone. Art 
may indeed excite lust ; but nature alone begets that love 
which a virtuous lady would strive to obtain. It is strange, 
Fastosus, that nature has so little, and affectation such great 
concern among people of fashion as at this day. Well, 1 
hope you pleased her at last ? 

Fastosus. Yes, yes, I hope I did ; but my work did not 
end with madam : for Mrs. Prude, her woman, who was as. 
sisting us in the equipment of her lady, and often put her 
tongue into her cheek, and bit her lip, to prevent her laugh- 
ing out, and when she saw her mistress's vanity, as soon as 
I had done with her lady, beseeched me that I would put a 
few pins into her clothes, because she was to attend her 
mistress to lord Frolic's ; and, notwithstanding my patience 
was almost spent before, I was obliged to stay ever so long, 
pinning and unpinning her ; for Mrs. Prude afiected the fine 
gentlewoman, almost as much as her mistress 

But what vexed me worse than all the rest was, just as I 
got to the bottom of the stairs, to make my escape, the cook 
maid caught me in her greasy arms, and begged me to as* 
sist her to dress herself in her half-holiday clothes, as her 
sweetheart was to take the advantage of her lady's absence 
to come and visit her. I could not deny the girl, because I 
thought she really had need of considerable amendment, be- 
fore she presented herself to her lover. So after we had 
pinned and unpinned a considerable time, I burst through 
the casement, to avoid the importunity of the laundry and 
chamber maids, whom I saw coming. Thus I gave them 
the slip ; for those ladies and their female attendants. Would 
drudge any devil in hell o&*his feet, might they have their 
own way. But I am right glad that I am come hither from 
among them. 

AvARO. Then, sir, I perceive with all your greatness, you 
have no objections to assisting a waiting woman or a cook, 
maid occasionally. 

Fastosus. No objection at all, cousin. The soul of a 
waiting woman will fill a: vacancy in hell, as well as that 
of her lady. The difference is this ; the lady of honor is ca- 
pable of drawing more to hell along with her, than her 
waiting woman can ; therefore I choose to make sure of the 
mistress, and for the most part the maid comes along by her 
example. But as soon as we get them safely enclosed with- 
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in our flaming prison, we let iHem s^e we are no respecter* 
of persons ; for the mistress^ and her maids, my lord and hi» 
Talet, the 'squire and bis groom, have all the same apart' 
ment allotted to them; feed all at the same table, drink of the 
same cup, and are served by the same devil, whom they nev- 
er find to be sparing of his liquor; but to serve them plen^ 
teously, though much contrary to their inclinations. 

AvARo. That doctrine you unpreach when you attend up- 
on them, Fastosus. You wisely keep your thumb upon that.. 
And indeed it is well so to do j for comely as your appear- 
ance is, they would discard you else. Serious thoughts of 
futurity would spoil all our sport, uncle. 

Fastosis. Indeed, Avaro, 1 am not such an hal/iwit a» 
to tell my lord, that his riches and grandeur, if not duly im- 
proved, will smk him k)wer in the bottomless abyss than the 
rustic pebleian; nor am I such an inconsiderate devitj as to 
tell him that his hunting, hawking, horse- coursing, cock- 
fighting, card- play isg, d Pinking, swearing,' whoring, ^c. are^' 
the broad way to never-ending torment. Neither do 1 fool* 
ishly telfmy lady, that balls, assembliesr^ p'ays, &c. are the 
rosy paths which lead most infallibly to ruin. No, no, let 
me alone for that; I warrant me I can keep my counsel 
well enough ; and as- for them, they will find all out at last, 
without any instruction. 

AvA»o. If I remember right, FastosBs/ wfJen we parted 
Kist, yoa were rehiting the manner in which you made your 
entrance good ainongst men. I sh'ould be glad, sir, if you' 
would be so obliging as to finish that accoaitt. 

Fastosus. I purpose it, Avaro. You may remember I 
told you that great Beelzebub/ having discovered the woman^ 
to be the weaker vessel, he made no attempts upon the yir. 
tue of the man, but resolved, by all means, to seduce the wo- 
man ; not doubting but she would bring over her husband 
to our interest along with her. It happened one n^ight that 
Adam had a dreiim, ominous of our conquest, which made* 
him very fearful, lest any part of his, or his wife's conduct^ 
should promote the dire event ; therefore he reasoned with 
her, concerning their duty to their Cl%ator,'gave her the 
strictest charge to keep out of the way of temptation, and 
withal informed her, that he was not without his fears, even 
upon her account. But she, for her part, just as the devil 
would have it, resolved to separate heiaeilf from her hus» 
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band that day, which she had never done before. Whetb- 
er she thought to endear herself more to hioi, by letting him 
see hoiv well she would resist temptation, if any should offer, 
or took it rather ill to be under his tutorage, I pretend 
not to say ; but, maugre all his entreaties, she would go 
forth, by herself, into a distant walk, to gather some deli- 
cious berries, for an innocent repast for her and her lord, at 

noon. 

■ » 

This was an opportunity just to Beelzebub's wish, and he 
took care to improve it to advantage. I told you before, that 
previous to this, he had possessed the body of a beautiful 
snake, in those days naan's familiar domestic ; and now find- 
ing Eve at a distance from her husband, the serpent discov- 
ered hinoself to her, and with more than animal gestures at- 
tracted her eye. Captivated with its unusual motion, she 
stood ravished with it^ beauties, and admiring its agility. As 
it drew near to her, she put forth her gentle hand, stroked its 
skin, and the subtle animal, after its manner, returned the 
compliment, by laying its shining head on her lap. Their 
station was near to the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
ttpon which the forbidden fruit luxuriantly hung. To this 
tree the serpent frequently looked, with all the languishment 
of ardent desire, until once he made sure that the woman ob- 
served it. *< Lie still, thou pretty creature, said she, (stro- 
king it,) what makes thee look so earnestly at that prohibii- 
ed fruit ?" « Ah ! thou fair goddess, returned the serpent, 1 
have good reason to admire the sovereign virtue of that de- 
licious tree : for I was created only in a brutal station, with- 
out oonsciousness of mind, or the use of my tongue ; until, 
being on my thoughtless ramble yesterday, I chanced to espy 
this amazing, tree, whose fruit hangs in such luxuriance. 
After a short pause, such as a brute may be capable of, I 
climbed up the tree, and began to least on the most delicious 
fruit that ever was eaten. Joyful at my happy fate, 1 soon 
became sensible of a self-conscious mind, capable of dis- 
oemiag between good and evil. Soon my tongue, which 
before cleaved to the roof of my mouth, was untied, and I 
oould express sentiments of joy in the most rational manner. 
And now, when I met with you« I was going to renew my 
repast on the fruit of that sovereign tree.'' 

Atabo. Oh, Faalosus ! the most subtle scheme that ever 
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was heaid of*. WeS, this may be spoken to the honor of 
Beelzebub, when I am dead and gone. , 

Fas^osus. WeU, but Satan did not then know of the hap- 
py consequences^ that have since arises fh>ni this affair, to- 
some part of the human race. However^ having laid his- 
snare with all the subtilty he was master of,, he thought it 
well to assault the pure mind of Eve with unbelieL"' He 
asked her,, if the reason why she was-so divinely beautiful, 
was not her feeding often upon the fruit of that so aovereigi^. 
a tree? The woman answered, " No, we have neVer sa 
much as once tasted of it, but invariably observed the com- 
mand of omt Creator, who hath put u&into this garden, and 
said unto us, Of every treeof the garden, ye may freely eat,, 
but the fruit of the tree of Imowledge of good; and evil, ye 
nay^not eat; for in the day ye eat thereof ye shall surelji^ 
die." To whom the serpent. ^ Indeed ! Did he really 
say so ?: Are yon not mistaken, think you t Die too ! Why 
am not I dead then, 1 who have eaten of it so plenteously i 
No, no, you shall not die. That is only an empty threat- 
«iing, to ke^ you in subjection to him ; Cbr he very wel^. 
knows, that the moment you eat thereof, you shijl be like 
himself, knowing good and evil; no longer be man and wo* 
man, but become gods." 

The woman replied, <* Ay,^ but my pretty creatuneshow 
shall I know that I sba^l be a goddess, if I i^ould venture to. 
eat of that desirable fruit ?" <* Know ! saidithe serpent-; you 
may easily know it, if you consider that, if 1, who waa^cisa-. 
ted only a brute beast, am by eating the fruit of this tree, e&- 
.alted to humanity, vou, who are more than hal€ a God al* 
seady, shall certaklfy, by so doing, be exalted to real divini- 
fy." With these words he injected into her bosom some 
seeds c^ my nature, which ftrmented to that degree, thak 
nothing would now serve her turn but to be deified. Saga- 
eious Beelzebub, perceiving the uproar . I bad made in her 
mind, introduced all the train of real vices^ which now inlect 
the human species ; subjected her wholly to his sway; and. 
ahe, as his instrument, could have no rest until she get her 
husband's neok also fiist in Beelzebub's yoke. . 

Thus was pride firat introduced into the terrene creation ; 
and thus was man subjected to my powerful sway. Being 

— '- r- -11 1 1 miLW lfi r . ' ■ .... I I 
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brought *fbrth in the heart of man, I arrived instantly at full 
growth ; involved them in sorrow; enveloped them m blind- 
ness and ignorance; and instead of that happiness and dig- 
nity which Beelzebub had promised them, of becoming gocte^ 
1 brought forth in them trusty shame, (he elder bom of my 
eaithiy family, and he, as a spirit of great power, made 
Adam and Eve fly to a thicket, to hide themselves from the 
presence of an ofl^nded God. Instead of becoming gods, I 
tmnsformed them into the knage and likeaesa of fatl^r Beel- 
sebub, in which image they begat and brought forth their 
children* It was^ow that I begat the lovely Discordana; 
to us the more lovely because he is anti-natural. No sooog-i 
er was be bom, but he sounded a trumpet, and cried, ** Ta 
arms! to arma!" Then you might have seen the rhinoce- 
ros and elephant, the eagle and dragon, the lion, panther,, 
and wolf, appear in all the fury of martial spirit, and pro- 
claim an eternal war against one another : nor were Adi^m 
and £ve exempted from domestic uneasiness themselves. 

AvABo. AU this worked just as the devil would have it ; 
and greatly enlarged the territories of hell, by anoesung 
earth to the infernal csown. Well, uncle, I perceive, by 
your account, that you are the father of sin, in the mind of 
both angels and men* 

Fasvosus. True, Avaro, I am ; and so wdl is my power 
estaUishedj^ that I am the very last that shall be subdued, 
and rooted out of the hearts, even of those that hate me, 
and who at last shall be delivered from ny yoke. This is 
trae, coushi, whether you believe it or not ; and I assure 
you, that I have the pleasure of giving many a painful heart- 
pang, even to those who cuise my name aiod nature* But 
to my story, cousin. I manifested my powerful sway over 
man, in the case of my faithful servant Cain ; not only in 
bis bloody revenge against hia brother Abel, who had re^ 
volted fsoiBQ our government, but in making him despair un-« 
der hi& punishment. 

I triumphed gloriously overlhe inhabitants of the ante« 
diluyian world, who, for my sake, scorned to submit to the 
commandments of God, resolving to be guided by the 
thoughts of theii! own hearts, all of which were inspired by 
me ; therefore every thought and imagination of dbe heart 
was only evil continually. 1 wrought th^m up to such a 
degree of rebellion, thait tho Ahnighty resolved to bear with 
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them no longer, but to sweep them away with th» besom of 
destruction ; yet he would not do it without giving them 
proper warning, and calling them to repentance and reform- 
ation. One Noah, a famous preacher of righteousness, was 
the instrument raised up, on this occasioii; ; and to be sure 
the man preached faithfully and fesvently t but I had the 
pleasure of hardening the people's hearts to that 'degree, 
that he met with nothing but abuse for his pains. Kvery 
body accounted him to be a frantic enthusiast, fanatic, ^r 
Methodist ; until the divine patience was quite worn out, 
and their destruction came upon them by a deluge, which 
swept Ihem all from the face of the earth, except this same 
Noah and his family ; and fo(r my part I do not remember 
a time, on which bell had so many visitants at once as then. 
■ AvARo. But how could Noah and his family be saved, 
when the deluge came Upon all the earth ?' 

Fastosvs* Why, Avaro, it was by the help of a ship, 
which he was taught to build. For this same Noah was. the 
first ship-carpenter in the world ; and although a prince, he 
was not above laboring with his hands* But it galls> ma to 
think how the Almighty mixes mercy with judgment ; for in 
this destruction, which he brought up^n the old world, he 
tauffht the new world the most necessary and useful art of 
navigation, by means of which he will spread the knowledge 
of himself over all the earth. 

After this I set up my loily standard on the plains of 
Shinar. Multitudes flocked to it, and became -my humble 
servants. It was now I psejeeted a scheme of erecting a 
tower, equal in altitude to Jacob's ladder. Two special ad- 
vantages, I alleged to them, would accrue from it whea fin- 
ished. The first, to perpetuate their name to. the latest pqs- 
tepity. The second and greatest advantage would be, that 
thereby they might bid defiance to the Almighty. Such 
provision being made for their safety, that, on the first ap« 
pearances of judgment begun, they might retire to the 
tower, where the waters couM not fbli€>w then». But here, 
you may observe, 1 played the devil with the clttldien of 
men ; for although } flattered them with such advantages, I 
believed in my heart that such a presumptuous, daring un- 
dertaking, would have provoked the Almighty utterly to 
have destroyed them root and branch. And, indeed, at one 
time I thought I had gained my point ; fi>r he did come down 



antf confound their language, in such a fhantitsr ^at the 
great design miscarried. It was diverting to heai* the brick* 
ktyer call for mortar, and, Lo ! a box of brick was brought 
him. Another call for bricks, and the server runs for a 
board of mortar. One calls out for a level, and he receives^ 
a plumb-line. Another a^s for a square, and a lever is 
brought him. The bricklayers, provoked to see themselves 
mocked by their servants, not aa yet knowing their langQage 
lo be confounded, began to lay their resentment iipon the 
bonea of their laborers ; and the laborers, considering them- 
selves as very ill used, returned the abuse upon the build, 
ers ; and thus they quarrelled and bitskered, until they were 
fain to leave off the work^ and betake themselves to other 
employments. 

But, alas ! cousin, in this affair the devil was outwitted i 
for we all thought that this haughty attempt would have 
provoked God utterly to destroy them. But he made use 
of our project only to send them abroad to people the earthy 
ike more widely to make his glories kftowis. AnA ta tker 
deep mortification of all our black fraternity, especially 
father Beelzebub, upon the ruins of the tower was written, 
in everlasting chetracters, the following motto : << Here the 
devil overshot himself." But this was a trifling disappoint. 
ment in comparison of many othei^, some of which I may 
perhaps give you an account of. 

VSTherever the sond of Noah Went, I went along witb 
them ; and not a great number of years had the earth been 
dry, before 1 persuaded them to forg^e, fbuiid, and earve to> 
themselves objects of religious adtoratioB, more agreeable to 
iheir faney, than the God who made them. And by this 
means i% was, that pagan idolatry was ilitroducedy which» 
strictly speaking, is the religion of pride alone ; even as the 
present Roman Cathdie religion is that of pride and covet, 
ousness. 

I will tell you strange things, of my government, Avaro, 
at a time convenient ; but as we were coming along, you 
mentioned somewhat about the elergy of France. Pray, 
what of them, cousin ? 

AvARo. I have oflen, sir, made honorable mention of the 
dutiful disposition of my dear children, the French parsons. 
But I had, some years ago, occasion to try an experiment^ 
which greatly quickened their deVdtion, and clothed the 
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face of all the country with poignant sorrows. By their un- 
wearied pursuit of the interest of the church, that is to say, 
by their coaxing, wheedling, and threatening of people, out 
of their goods and chattels^ for the benefit of the clergy, they 
were grown so fat and purse-proud, they were not able ta 
say half of the masses they were paid -for, nor to attend 
upon the duties of their pretended devotion ; which, persist, 
ing in,, they themselves would have contributed to the open- 
ing of people's eyes to discover the cheat. 

I imagined that nothing could be more suitable, than 
physic, to purge off some of their grossness. I went straight 
to Versailles, demanded an interview with the most Chris- 
tian Louis, and accordingly was introduced by one of the 
lords of his bed-chainber. As soon as he had done me 
greeting afler the royal manner, proportionablie to his very 
great esteem for me, I opened the conversation^ in the follow- 
ing manner : « My royal friend, said I, perceiving that yotf 
have been ransacking the world lately, in quest of gold, to 
supply your pressing and growing wants, 1 am come to in- 
form you where you may meet with store of moidores, yea, 
treasures in abundance, without travelling out of your own 
dominions*" << Is it possible 7 said he. I pray thee, lovely 
spirit, where are the golden heaps to be found ?" 1 replied*, 
" The clergy, the clergy, sir, are so overgrown in riches, 
that they are hardly able to say an hospitable mass for the 
dead, or even to go about to cheat and defraud people out of 
their money and souFs as heretofore." " Ungrateful villains, 
said he, to hoard up their money to He by them useless, when 
I, their king, am just St the point of becoming bankrupt. I 
will ease them of their burden, I warrant you. I will let 
them lor once know, that they have another master besides 
' •'the pope, and leave it to them to replace their stores the 
nearest way they can." I was not afraid but my scheme 
would work to my mind ; for I took him at the very nick of 
time, when the king of England had emptied his cofiers, by 
destroying his naval force and trade ; and, poor gentleman, 
he knew not well how to fill them again. 

Glad of such an opportunity, he assembled the heads of 
the clergy, and demanded of them an exorbitant sum, in the 
way of a free gif\. A very genteel way of ;»obbing the 
church indeed ! The holy gownsmen, like dear children ©f 
their good Avaro, showed themselves as tenacious of their 
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gold as the paw of a Hon is of its prey. They used every 
argument which priestly subtilty could invent ; they lugged 
in both heaven and earth as protectors of their property. 
Yea, they even told him that to command them to part with 
their money, was no less than robbing the Almighty ; just 
as 4f the Almighty and them were partners in the trade of 
priestcrad. But clergymen have the advantage of all 
princes, in that their cause is always the cause t>f God ; al- 
though God lias, in reality, nothing to do with them or it. 
They held both wkh teeth and hands, rather than generously 
to assist their sovereign, though now become almost insol- 
vent. But you know the proverb, '* The weaker goes to 
the wall.'' And so it was with them. He, being stronger 
than they, prevailed ; and, although their money came from 
their coffers like blood from their hearts, they were obliged 
to comply. But I can assure you, the parting with it cost 
them more real distress of soul, than ever the -selling of their 
consciences to obtain it had done. The sorrow of the priests i 
isy for the most part, a farce ; but their sorrow on this occa- 
sion, was deep and unfeigned. 

It was not a great while after, that moidores failed a sec- 
ond time, and other resources being drained, he again had 
recourse to the sons of the clergy ; and did by them as they 
comnoonly do by the laity. 1 mean^ their money being gone, 
ha was content with stripping them of their plate ; so that 
were you now to see the cabinet of a French priest, you 
would find it as empty of plate as Glaud the shepherd's 
pantry. And I am of opinion that Louis, having once found 
the way to their nest, he will talce care they be no more 
overgrown in riches. But to repair their late losses, they 
can now look out for a prey, with as much penetration as ao^ 
eagle, and are as rapid as a panther in seizing on it. 

Pastosus. It is my opinion, cousin, that, if princes were 
to take care that the church should not become too rich, 
there would not be so many religions as there are. But 
who would not be a priest or a nun, when they may roll 
amidst the blessings orboth worlds, and under the pretence 
of religious retirement, enjoy every thing grateful to the 
fiesh, in the greatest luxuriance, without any. labor or toil 
of their own 1 I assure you, cousin, if I were not a devil, I 
would choose to be a priest myself. 

AvAVo, Being a priest is ndt such a great privilege now 



6i mxLoaotm, 

y 

as it has b^n ; though it is still preferable to any trade of 
the lay kind. The expulsion of the Jesuits has been very 
Injurious to priest^rafl. The church is sure -to thrive in the 
reign of a prince, who is snder the direction .of a Jesuitical 
confessor ; aad the priesthood will always find in liim a pow- 
erful protector. But I fear much that the princes ofEuro^ 
from their Ihte advances, will at last throw off the yoke of 
jQccleifiastical tyranny. 

f ASToauB. In fact, cousin, it is not n little strange, thaet 
Ihey have not done it er« now. Nothing can be ^pre pre- 
posterous, ^han for a prince who hath sovereign sway over 
^QXtepsive don^inions, to be under the control of an arrogant 
priest, jBS if it were by him -that kings reign and prinpes de- 
•cree judgment,; or as if he were the prince of the kings of 
the e^rth. 

However, cpusin, you forget that it is time for us to go 
^n our nocturW circuits. Mine is v^ry extensive ; I must, 
therefor^, bid you .^dieu. To-morrow looming .let us inecft 
.ber^. 
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IKRDELIS AMD XKPIATOK. 

FnojfL whj^t I had heard and seen, you may think I took 
'Care not to be too late, in attending the sable gentry in Hor- 
rida Vallis, where I ^as hid before eny of them arrived, apd 
prepared for taking down their discourse ; the fii;st of which, 
(h^t I beard, was by Infid^lis to Impiator. 
A Infidblis. flow illustrious is thy throne ! How extensive 
are thy dominions ! Oh, great l«>piator, my son ! Before you, 
the greatest grandees of the earth do bpw. Will you please, 
my son, to jBnish your account of the repi^ning part t»f your 
jterritpries ! 

Ihpiatos. I will, sir. And you may observe that tiie fifth 
canton is tbftt of the adulterers aQd fornicators* These are 
divided into literal ^nd pystical. The class of literal adul- 
terers and fomipators are so fashionable and notorious a peo- 
ple, that a description of them seems unpppe^Qtary «, ^nd so 
vpry .di«W^Q»fetef %)^nt' it wowld be o%asi ve to you. ' 1 shall 
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therefore do no more than describe their dwelling, and as. 
sure you, sire, that every individual of them is a very hum- 
ble servant to your son Impiator. Their dwelling is on the 
banks of a river, the source of which is in a court, which 
runs through every part of the king's donwnions, carrying 
the inhabitants along with it ; and at last disembogues itself 
into hell, where all adulterers and fornicators shall infallibly 
be tormented, as a proper counterbalance for their fleshly 
pleasures ; where, instead of women, they shall have devils ; 
instead of wine, the sulphurous liquid ; and instead of beds 
of down, the boisterous billows of Phlegethon. 

Next to them are the mystical adulterers and fornicators. 
By whom I npean all that have any commerce with the- 
whore of Rome, that old bawd with the scarlet gown : or, in 
other words, all who have the mark of the beast, either on 
their foreheads, or their right hands, and such who have this 
mark upon both. 

By those who have the mark of the beast upon their fore- 
heads, I mean the worthy preachers and hearers of the Ar- 
menian doctrine of the church of Rome ; as also the strait- 
hooped gentlemen, who believe with the charitable Italians, 
that there can be no true faith but that which they profess, 
nor salvation but in their community. The far greater part 
of the clergy belong to the former, and the good Sandema. 
nians belong to the latter class of doctrinal priests, or mys- 
tical adulterers. 

By those who have the mark of the beast upon their right 
hand, i mean the practical papists, the whole bulk of the ho* 
ly Catholic church ^ and besides them, all that do the works 
of the beast, aAer the example of that orthodox church. By 
the works of the beast some understand every part of reli- 
gion, which is not founded upon scripture institution. Such, 
say they, are consecrating of churches, and baptizing of 
bells ; dedication of meeting-houses to certain saints or an- 
gels, as*the patrons of parishes ; the worshipping of saints and 
angels, by celebrating an annual festival in honor of their 
name; such are your observers of high festivals, abstinences 
from meat at certain seasons of the year ; worshipping to- 
wards the east, as if God were not everywhere present ; 
bowing at the name of Jesus, as if it was more august 'than 
that of Jehovah, &^c. Such, sir, with many more whom I 
might name, are the mystical adulterers and fornicators. 

H 
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IvviDjthyt. Ay, but my son, you have not told me whrei» 
are the fornicators, and which the adulterers. I want to hear 
that ; for the one is usually distinguished from the other. 

Impiator. Yes, sir, they are distinguii^able enough ; for 
tfhe practical professed papists, who profess not the least de» 
gree of relation to Jesua Christ, a» the head of the Christian 
ehurch ; but own themselves to be the adorers of the whore, 
who sits on many waters, are held to be the fbrmeators ; 
whereas nominal Protestants^profess- themselves married to 
Jesus Christ, bs the great head of the Christian diurch, and 
notwithstanding this pretended marriage with him, maintain 
a doctrinal conmierce with the whore of Rome ; on which 
account they are to be held as the adulterers. 

The sixth canton ia the murderers' habitation, which is di*- 
▼ided into two grand divisions. In the first are murderers 
«f others. These are subdivided into petty cantons. In the 
first of which live the mental murderers, just upon the fron- 
tiers of the country. They are a people wha, without just 
eause, are angry with their neighbors. This lambent flame 
they inwardly cherish, until revenge is begotten along with 
haired, envy, and malice. With them, therefore) nothing 
is wanting but opportunity to destroy the reputation and life 
of the object of their hatred, with safety to themselves ; i>ut 
very often it happens that theiv hatred and revenge destroy 
their subjects ere they have an opportunity of avenging them- 
selves. The verbal' murderers live next to them, in a very 
spacious country, because they are very numeroas. By thie 
verbal murderers I mean those who withhold from the char** 
acter of others the good which they de deserve^ and speak 
of them the evil which they do not deserve, or even the evil 
which they da deserve, in a way in which thsy would not 
wish others to speak c^ themselres, in like cireumstance. } 
attend, for my part, in many companies, where the ecmver. 
sation cannot possibly be 6upport«i for a quarter of ai^ hour, 
but at the expense of some absent acquaintance. And eo 
fiohiondble is this in polite life, that it is become a proverb, 
•* That soandid is the very life and soul of conversation*'^ 
To this petty canton beloi^att. talebearers, backbitens raiii> 
ei8,.evil8iirmiser8^.andpa7ticuhurl)r the very obliging gentry, 
whoitaok hfut to the end of all theiv eneomiums .on others ; 
as, «*He.is a good, sort of a gentleman, bulp^'^or^ <<%e isaa 
agreeaUe )adf enoughybut — *^ where you may ebsM^re that 
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little unintelligible word but, stabs the gentleman and lady's 
reputation through and through. 

Having passed through this, you come into the country of 
those whe murder with their looks. In this country you may 
«ee an eye to Curse a man to he}] and damnation, and an 
eyebrow call a man a scoundrel, ,and knock him down. 
The Rev, Mr. Adam Grib, primate of 'the associate synod in 
Scotland, has lately had his heart wounded so deeply, by 
the looks of some of his elders, that it is thought he cannot 
recover thejstroke as long as he lives: but, for the good of 
the public, he hcih prosecuted them before the presbytery, 
who, without inquiriag into facts, sentenced the reputation 
x>f the irreyerend elders to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, 
to the great consolation of the pious sufferer. As soon as 
you get out of this country, you come, 

Fourthly, into a very extensive plain, inhabited by what 
mc^ l>e called domestic murderer^ ; a set of beings whe 
murder with impunity, no suitable laws beiog provided agcunst 
them. 

Here dwells the parent^ who spends' wastefully. what 
flhould regularly support his family, so that his children are 
brought up in the most dissolute and irreligious manner, as 
a preparative to the most vicious practices : hence, whether 
the children prove virtuous or vicious, strict equity ac« 
<3ounts the profuse and careless parent the murderer. Near 
to those murderous parents lives the lascivious husband, who 
estrangeth himself from his lawful consort, and frequenteth 
the company of lewd women. Many you may find here, 
who, as the very worst of felons, rob their wives and chil- 
dren of then* legal property, to support the most infamous 
strumpets, who^like the horseleech^ are continually sayings 
Give, give. Such men are sure to find the truth of that say- 
log, << A whore is a deep ditch." Here it is a very common 
thing to see the most virtuous women, so ill used by their 
flHirderous husbands, that they languish and grieve under 
their affliction, until at last they die of a broken heart. No 
assassin ever better deserved the gallows, than such hus- 
bands ; for no assassin ever put the person whom he mur^ 
deredto equal torture. The very same may be said ^j^f the 
lascivious strumpet, of high or low degree, who is false to 
faer husband. 
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Among^omestic murderers live the parents, who, for the 
sake of an agreeable settlement, oblige their children to mar- 
ry with persons whom they cannot possibly love« This lays 
a sure foundation for certain murder, and brings the party 
to the ^rave in the most distressing manner. 

But if covetous persons' would only consider^ that a coni« 
pelled marriage is worse than a poisoned dagger plunged in- 
to the bosom of their offspring, they would certainly have 
more compassion than to persist in the ipiquitous measure. 
Here likewise live those, who restrain their children from 
marrying the objects of their choice, mer€ly because there 
is a deficiency of a few hundreds, or thousands^ in the for- 
tune. Parents who can relish nothing but money, and have 
^ wrong notion of honor, make no scruple of conscience, to 
render their children miserable all their days, rather thaa 
suffer them to marry a degree and a haif below themselves. 
It is very strange, that the laws of nations should make no 
provision against this murder ; and stranger still, that those 
of Britain countenance and encourage it. 

However, marriages are seldom happy, where the af!ec« 
tions are not joined, prior to the matrimonial ceremony « 
Mone}' may unite the persons, but it cannot unite the affec- 
ttons, as appears in numberless instances: of which discon* 
solate, dull, and heavy husbands, broken-hearted wives, 
frequent divorces, elopements, domestic quarrels, and divi- 
ded families^ the natural effect of forced marriages, are evi- 
dences. 

• There is yet another species of domestic murderers, con* 
nived at by thelaw. They are such .who not only train up 
their children in idleness, but in luxury and wantonness. 
By these means their spendthrifl sons, if of high birth, are 
fitted to become robbers of the nation, when their own for- 
tunes are spent ; and if of middle life, they are fitted for the 
highway, and consequently for the halter. Nor is this method 
of training up less fatal in its influence on the female sex ; 
for it prepares them for the stews, or the suburbs of the 
stews, where gentlemen's courtesans dwell, perhaps for thefl 
and then for the gallows. Idleness and luxury are as rank 
poison to the mind, as arsenic is to the body. Many people, 
indeed, lament the young gentleman's unhappy fate, when 
he is going to Tyburn ; but very - few censure, his parents, 
as the first cause of his untimely end, by the manner in 



which thej brought him up. This is some comfort to us, 
how^^er, that though such domestic ipurderers act with im« 
punity from man, the law of God will take such notice of 
them as to bring them to hell, if their crimes are not repent- 
ed of. To be sure it would be more agreeable to us, to see 
them eater hell by way of Tyburn : but the devil cannot 
■always have bis will. 

Another sort ase very careful to preserve the bodies of 
their children, by providing diligently for them the neces- 
'Saries and conveniences of life ; as they grow up, are very 
oireful to preserve them from the highway and the stews, 
by putting into their hands a business by which to obtain a 
comfortable livelihood ; and, after all, prove the murderers 
of their clildren. For^ on the one hand, they restrain them 
not fron^ bad company, which leads to destruction ; company 
that corrupts the principles, vitiates the conduct, and leacki 
into bad practices, such as sabbath4)reakiHg, gaming, lying, 
swearing, &c. Nor od the other hand, do they take any 
pains to cultivate their infant minds, further ihan to know 
iiow, when, and to whom, they should make a genteel bow, 
and courtesy^ and ;how to express the modish ^compliments 
on a graceful manner. They . never once deem it neces- 
sary to instil into their minds an early sense of religion ai^ 
.virtue. 

Many parents, if their children learn a little ;polite beha^ 
yior, do not much care whether they read the Bible at all* 

In this country, too, dwell duellers^, boxers, boasters, and 
provokers ; all the bands of assassins, and intriguers against 
men's lives. His hoary holiness is captain general of thi« 
^an4, <and his cardinak aad inquisitors are «ext to hinl i|i 
honor. Here dwell persecutors, of e¥cry name, popish, 
^episcopal or presbyterian; all who impose religion on men's 
(Consciences by the power of the sword. 

The second division is that of self-munierers ; and las. 
«ure you, sir, this is a very populous place, more crowded 
than the former. Bene dwell gluttons, drunkards, and in- 
temperate persons in general ; for there are more who eatit 
.and drink themselves to death, than the fever, the comsump- 
tion, and tbefiword destroy. Idle, lazy, and slothful person*, 
live here« under the character of second-hand Knurdereis^ 
iheir idle habits introducing diseases of the most fatal n;Q^ 
itiifd. The immoderately careful, also, kiU themselves witt 
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mere anxiety. In the next town the envious are stationed ; 
those who are as mortally wounded,, by the prosperity of 
their neighl>or, as any man can be by a dagger. In the 
suburbs live those whom we call the impatient ; for trouble 
is not so very deathly as impatience under it. Over the 
bridge live the ambitious, a people of lofly views, who 
crack their heart-strings by climbing. In the neighborhood 
of the latter live the lascivious, who kill themselves by little 
and little, and parboil their flesh ere they present it to the 
worms. I might add to this list a prodigious number be- 
sides, known among us by the name of soul-murderers. 
But as I was never remarkable for knowledge in casuistical 
divinity, I shall leave this to others; and proceed to, 

The seventh and royal canton of drunkards ; which is di- 
vided into two very grand divisions, the first of which is 
inhabited by the sot, and the second by merry companions^ 
The soaking sots are a well seasoned- race, who seem as if 
some of their ancestors had been of the bristly kind. They 
are a swinish set of people, always grunting, but when their 
lips are in the cup ; unless it may be that the calf mounts 
them in the morning, and rides themr until half past two, 
then dismounts just in the middle of dinner, and the eager 
swain vaults into the saddle, and rides them until they are 
lame. The ensign of the sots' division is a long tobiicco- 
pipe, and greasy fore-breasts of a coat ; and if any man have 
business with them, he would do well to wait on them in 
the morning, before the calf dismounts ; for aiier that they 
can do nothing but grunt, until sleep dismounts the pig 
again. Thus they are ridden alternately by the calf and 
the pig. The sots drink merely for the sake of liquor; and 
in process of time their blood becomes so inflamed, that 
they carry the arms of their company upon their faces, 
wliich are dyed into a kind of bastard scarlet color, and 
grow as rough as the skin of a shark, with preternatural 
pimples. 

The second division is that of merry companions, or, ac- 
cording to men of learning, good-fellows. They abhor the 
name, yet love the practice of drunkards. You could not 
affront them worse, than by telling them they are in love 
with the landlady, for the sake of her liquor. Were you to 
ask them their reasons for freqnenting the tavern, they 
would soon tell you, that it is not for any love they have to 

I 
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the liquor, but they go there merely for the sake of good 
company. By the way, sire, Uiey go to the wrong place to 
seek for it ; for no good company haunts tav«ms aiyl ale. 
houses. Good company is most likely to be found in good 
places; but taverns and ale-houses are quite of another 
cast, being public portals, through which many pass to the 
nether regions. Yea, such a good opinion has Beelzebub 
conceived of them, that many of the landladies, and their 
daughters, are appointed his factors and agents upon earth. 

It is a practice of merry companions to meet at the 
tavern, or some other place of public resort, as many eve- 
nings in- the week as business will admit of, to read and ex. 
pound the newspapers, give their opinion of the proceedings 
of the ministry, of commercial transactions, or to comment 
on the operations of war. Sometimes they meet to play 
what they call a civil game of cards, backgammon, &;c. or 
it may be to reproach some neighboring Presbyterian par- 
son for his affected sanctity : fol* you must know, that they 
not only hate sanctity itself, but its very appearance. Often 
you may hear them deride the fanatic, for what they call 
his narrow and bigoted spirit, and, at the same ti|ne, ap« 
plaud the reverend Mr. Liveloose, for an afiable, free, and 
generous soul. Many of those merry companions, who will 
by no means bare the name of drunkard, I can piek you out, 
who will drink a bottle or two at a sitting, and go home be. 
twixt one and two in the morning, with eyes as fierce as 
those of an hyena. 

In short, sir^ if you were to go through my canton of 
(hrunkards, when our men are all at work, you would hear 
a great noise as if Vulcan with his cyclops were there, 
hammering thunderbolts for Jupiter. And would certainly 
imagine, that hell had burst its belly, and poured out its en- 
trails among us, on account of the hideous cursing, swearing, 
damning, singing, scolding, and bawling, tearing and 
fighting, boasting, lying, cheating, and unclean words, looks, 
and gestures, which there abound. This, sir, is the royal 
canton, out of which I choose ail my principal men ; which 
you must own to be sound policy ; for if ever 1 can get a 
man to become a drunkard, I can cause him to commit 
what wickedness 1 please ; and I must tell you, that this 
canton is inhabited by men of all ranks, occupations, and 
persuasions. 
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Thus, reverend father, i have given you a brief account 
of my dominions ; ]but if you were to pass through the seve« 
ral cantonsy and see them all yourself, you would say^ that 
the hundredth part has not been told you. 

InfiP£li8. Oh, my child ! my dear Impiator, how my 
aged hearts filled with joy, on hearing your pleasing sto- 
ry ! Illustrious indeed is the kingdom of profanity ! Yoin 
honor me, my son ! Your success does great honor to the 
name of infidelis. But, I pray, do you know any thing of a 
set of people whom they call Nasarenes T They are the 
only people in the world who have cast off my yoke. Oh I 
faow it would rejoice me to hear that your craftiness had en- 
gaged them in your service ! 

ijEPiATOR. 1 know them very well. A ^mall body of de- 
spised, precise creatures, hated by all the world. 1 assure 
you, sir, 1 have done all that lies in niy power to bring them 
under our dominion, fiut mortified I am to tell you, that I 
have never been able to conquer one of them. Immanual 
hath published very strict laws in his kingdom, absolutely 
prohibiting his subjects from touching, tasting, or handling 
Any thing that belongs to us, or so much as visiting our 
cantons ; and they are so firmly attached to his government, 
that it is with the greatest difiicuUy, now cmd thei^, we get 
oneofthemdown into our mines. But when such » thing 
does happen^ my subjects have a good day of feasting and 
n^irth ; send gifts to one another, of such things as they 
have ; and the shouts of joy, " 8o we would have it," may 
foe heard in aU the oaaitons of our dominions. 

For instance, it happened once that Noah, who was, in 
the main, an utter enemy to our government, was induced 
to make a visit |o the drunkard's country, which caused 
much gladness through all the land. The triumphal flag 
waa displayed upon the tents of Ham, wherever the news 
was spread ; and every man reported to his neighbor, say* 
ing, <( Behold, he is become like one of us." At the same 
time, the confederates of Shem covered themselves with 
sackcloth, put ashes on their heads, exehangsd their plea* 
sant songs for lamentations, mourning, and woe j until the 
patriarch was safely returned to his own country again 

It hi4>pened also, on a certain time, that I was happy 
enough to inveigle David the great, within the borders of 
the adulterers' canton ; who, to cover the infamy of such no 
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expedition, rushed, with violent precipitation, inlo the very 
heart of the canton of murderers. The monarch's arrival 
w^as soon proclaimed among all the murderers and adulterers, 
who made a grand entertainment on the occasion, and invi. 
led the blasphemers to partake with them. Oh ! fnfidelis, 
if you were there, certainly you would have tired your sides 
with laughing, to see how they footed the treble dance, 
whilst the music played, " The best of them are as bad cusi 
ourselveB." And all joined together in this chorus—^ 



What we do in public^ they do in private. 
The difference is only in show." 



Then they clapped their hands^ and shouted^ " So, ho I brave 
boys. Now we are all on one side. The man afler God's 
own heart hath joined our communion. ^ The psalmist of 
Israel is now one of ourselves. Hypocrites, altogether, 
who pretend to more religion thaiL others." Thus, sire, 
from the fall of one, our people concluded that all were bad. 

The like fell out in the case of Peter, the apostle, who, on 
a very dark night, missing his way, wds first trapped in the 
liar's snare, and then in the swearer's gin, so that he denied 
the Lord who bought him, and cursed aiid swore that he did 
not ^so much as know Jesus of Nazareth. I can tell you^ 
when such a thii^ does happen, that we entrap one of the 
Nazarenes, it greatly increaseth the industry of my subjects, 
and bends them more than ever under my yoke. Indeed, as 
there is no other way to Zion, but what lies directly through 
the very heart of my dominions, there is now and then one 
of them tumbles into our mines, especially in the dark and 
long nights of winter. 

Infidblis. Now and then, child ! 1 thought you had • 
often companies of them at once in your dominions. 

Imfiator. No, sir, I cannot say so. 1 will tell you how 
the mistake happens. We frequently have companies of 
those who are called Nazarenes, it is true ; but then the 
name and the nature are two di^rent things all the world 
ever. In order to bring true Christianity into disgrace, the 
great and wise Beelzebub stirs up some of our country, peo^ 
pie to put on the outward habit of the Nazarenes, join their 
company, and travel with them, almost to the borders of the 
kingdom of Profanity ; but not one of them can be persua- 
ded to set a foot4>ut oh their own country.^ As those peo- 
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pie pass aloBg the roatl, ia their own country, it is not much 
to be )vondered at, if they do occasionally try their hands at 
their qld employments. But as lor the I'eal Nazarenes, I 
assure you, I very seldom meet with one, who has curiosity 
to much ^as to view our land as he passes through it. Even 
when our subtle emissaries do entrap one, let me and my 
chivalry do what we can, we never detain him^ beyond a 
certain time ; wh^n some powerful messenger is dispatched 
from the skies, to deliver him out of our tenacious hands. 
But we have the satisfaction of often procuring them an 
hearty drubbing, so t|iat many of them ^ halting to their 
grave. I, myself, have seen Immahuel meet them, in the 
veiry midst of our kingdom, seize, bind, and chastise them, 
until with blurred faces, they humbly submitted to kiss the 
rod, and heartily blessed God that ever the birch tree was 
planted. 

Infidlelis. Ay, chj{d, they are made to kiss the rod, that 
is the plague of it ; for .th«n they bid i&rewell to the plea- 
sures of profanity. Oh ! were it but possible by any means 
to harden, them against the rod, what advantages might we 
reap from it ! Or, indeed, could we, as I have often strove 
to do, make them fatat under it, it would answer the same 
end. But, beyond all our power to hinder, Immanuel does 
eomehow, along with the stroke, convey sustaining ^rength. 
Yea, sometimes eirea makes the rod itself, in eome respects^ 
pleasant, and at all times profitable to them. Ah \ my son, 
we ahall never be able to rob him of one of his own ; for 
when he ehastiseth them with a visible hand, he eustaineth 
end comfortethihem with a hand invisible. 

But let us not be discouraged, nor yield the contest. Let 
•us deAroy whom we can, and let us disturb and distract the 
minds of those whom we cannot destroy. Let us think of 
the grea:t Beelzebub, what achievements he is daily perform- 
ing, netwithstancling 'he groans in the yoke of eternal de. 
flpair. And for your encourageBi«:it, my dear Impiator, let 
me tell you, such is your caire to maintain a despotn: sway 
over your subjects, and such is their attachment to your per- 
son and government, that both you and they may beassured 
of warm lodgings in the palace of great Beelzebub, as soon 
as this world ceaseth to be theatage of action. 

Impiatos. ITeSf Efir, such is tl^ flourishiag state of my 
ktngdopa at present; iutihave my shocks «at one time and 
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soother. It is but a few years since I was terribly afraid, 
lest I should have lost my British subjects. 

Infidelis. Lost your British subjects, my son ! Who, or 
what is he, who dared to attempt any thing against the great 
Profanity ? 

Impiator. Ah ! sire, a powerful enemy ; no less a person 
than Gieorge III. He was an enemy to my powerful sway 
when he was only prince of Wales ; and as soon as he as- 
cended the throne, he more openly showed his dislike to 
me; published an edict for banishing me from his domin- 
ions ; enjoined his officers to apprehend me wherever I was 
to be found ; and, under the penalty of his displeasure, pro- 
hibited his subjects from entertaining me at any time, espe. 
cially upon the sabbath-day ; a day on which I am used to 
get above double business done for Beelzebub. Had I not 
been well befriended by the British nobility, as well as by 
the comnxMis of the land, bad days had come upon me ; fbr 
what will not precept, enforced by example, be able to ac- 
complish ? 

Had he^ like many princes before him, only enacted laws 
against me^ and still continued to correspond with me him- 
self, 1 should have had little to fear ; but would you think it, 
sir, he actually attempted to clear the court of me ; will'suf- 
fer no swearing in his presence, nor gaming on the Sabbath 
evenings in his palace, and even discourageth drunkenness* 
and debauchery. Indeed, sir, ifinferior magistrates had all 
been of the same disposition with their king, poor Impiat<»r 
had been obliged to quit the realm, and live in exile, like 
the devil Crudelis. 

Ihvidelis. That the king of England is a sober and virtu- 
ous prince^ will admit of no dispute ; but the case oflmpia- 
tor can never be desperate, whilst you and 1 are in such 
high esteeni with so many magistrates and placemen. We- 
shall be regarded much sooner than he. So long as inferior 
magistrates can be kept in subjeotion to us, there is no f6ar 
of our interest, let the prince be ever so virtuous. .. I,.as an 
old'Btander in the world, have seen mach of maiakind, andh 
out of my consumoiate experieoce^all ofier some things for 
your encouragement. 

A good king may enaci^good* laimr^ but it is> imposeible: 
he should execute them, without the assistance of his sub- 
jects ; therefore your kingdom, my son,, can never suffer, 
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until a law be made^ which shall render all common drunk- 
ards, swearers, sabbath-breakers,, whoremongers, extortion- 
ers, 6lc. incapable of the office of a magistrate* Whilst 
magistrates can suffer buying and selling on the sabbath-day ; 
whoredom, drunkenness, and swearing to abound in the 
'Streets, with ippunity, what hath Irapiator to fear I Doth it 
not demonstratively prove, that such magistrates are firmly 
attached to the devil Impiator ? No danger, my sou, no 
danger at all ! Let the king and queen both abhor you ever 
so much, unless they can get men of virtuous dispositions 
established in places of trust, the devil* Impiator shall reign, 
in spite of all they can do to prevent it* 

Do you think that a magistrate,^ who is himself a drunk- 
ard, will ever strive to suppress the beastly sin of drunken- 
ness in others ? Or that he, who is a profane swearer, and 
tolerates the practice of swearing in his own household, will 
ever exert his power to suppress it in others ? Can it be 
thought, that a man who keeps his woman, instead of his 
wife, will be very assiduous to suppress the reigning sin of 
whoredom ? Or, that he who can, without conscience, grind 
the faces of the poor, will ever be a promoter of piety t 
Never fear it, Impiator. Al) you have to do is to debauch 
the minds of as many magistrates as you can ; then you will 
have the vulgar of course, when they see vice reign with 
impunity.'*' 

iMPiikTOR. After all, sir, I think there is reason for some 
fear, wh«i we consider the power of example. You remem- 
ber how, according to tradition, it turned the heads of all 
the Macedonian army, to the one shoulder, in the days of 
Alexander, and how it raised a hump upon most of the gen- 
teel backs in England, in the days of king Richard the 
third, of bloody memory. Now, sir, if example were to 
have th^ like effect at present, Impiator could not live in Eng- 
land. 

Infipelis. I am sensible, son, that a virtuous example is 

*TlitB Mcondnighted deyil seems td have judged rii^Uf of the case ; for pto- 
faneness of every kind has made most avfU advances in the pieseot reigOt not- 
withstandiug the virtue of the sovereign. Divorces, consequent upon conjugal in- 
fidelity, were never ao rife, since Bngland becaiae a nation. Masquerades and 
routes, which received but little countenance in some former reigns, in tliis, meet 
with all that the vainest heart can wish for. That this is the case, let Connelly's, 
Ihe pantheoot ud the female coterie, bew wltnessi^ 
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not without its proper influence ; but this I have always 
seen, people are more easily drawn by example, into vice, 
or even into things indifferent^ than into virtue. Assure 
yourself it will require a stronger power than the example 
of the beat and wisest of men, to draw a vicious person to 
the love of virtue. 

Should the virtuous example of a prince have any influ- 
ence upon others, you must take care to nick-name them, 
get them pointed and hissed at, and despised, and all will 
go on very quielly . 

Let us now go in quest of our kindred, my son. I expect- 
ed to have seen some of them here this morning. 



: DIALOGUE VIII. 

INFIDBLIS, AVARO, FASTOSUS, I|f|§ATOB, AND DISCORDAKS« 

Infideus and Impiator had-but just done talking togeth- 
er, and were about departing, when Fastosus, Avaro, and 
Discordans came up the valley ^ and saluted each his kin- 
dred ; in which salutation Infidelis thus began : 

Infidelis. Honor and renown, to the great Fastosu»! 
Furious contentioDS, to restless Discordans ! and heaps of 
glittering wealth, to the careful Avaro ! To which infernal 
salutation, 

Fastosus replied, Darkness and confusion surround my 
brother Infidelis! Lewdness and debauchery attend my 
cousin Impiator ! I am glad to see so many of our family in 
the valley at once. 

Infid£Lis« I pray you, cousin Discordans, how do you do ! 
These many weeks have passed since I saw you. 

Discordans. Even jaded out of breath, uncle. How do 
you do, most Rev. sir? and how do you do, my worthy cousin ? 

InfidsiiIS. Having, with great care, caused our influ- 
ences to rest upon our subjects, we came hither to the val- 
ley to regale ourselves with a dish of sweet conversation, 
which we hope will now be more agreeable, on the arrival 
of so many celebrated worthies. But 1 would know, ecu- 
sin, where you have been so long? 

Discordans. Been ! I have been busy, wandering to and 

I 
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fro, on the face of the earth, as usual ^ promoting the inte*- 
rests of great Beelzebub. So diligent have 1 been, that I 
have had no time, sinee I saw you last, so much as to lake 
a nap. But, as you observed just now » having lef^ my in^ 
fluences upon mankind, I hope t& enjoy the pleasure of my 
uncle's company for a jseasoa. 

Infidelis. How, cousin? Are you so close at it ? I 
thought your affairs had been ui^eiit only upon certain oc- 
casions. 

DiscoBDANs. Indeed, sir, mankind are fend of me, almost 
to distraction. I believe I have as much business, now-a- 
days, as any devil of the club ; and I tnaiiage my a£^dc» 
with as much dexteri^ too. 

Infidbus. What is that staff, you have ia your hand» 
cousin ? And what is that looking-glass, that hangs by your 
side ? By your looks you are too vigorous to need a staff 
to lean upon^ and to judge by the appearance of your per^ 
son and dress, I should Aave thought you had as little need 
of a looking-glass. 

DiscoRDAivs. You are pleased to banter a little, sir ; but 
Ihat which is well received,^ is< never ill delivered. This you 
call a stAfiT, sir, is my telescope. And this glass is my in- 
verting mirror. The two chosen instruments by which 1 
carry on all my operationSk 

Impiator, 1 thought, cousin, we devils have no need of 
glasses, either perspective or visual. What ! is your sight 
bad, Discor4ansT. 

Di^cokdans. No, no,- my sight is as piercing as the eye 
ef an eagle ; but piercing as it is, I cannot do without my 
glasses. 

Impiator. Then, I suppose, the glasses are for the use 
6f your subjects* Indeed, cousin, 1 neve? took you to be a 
friendly devil before. 

DiseoRDANs. Not do friendly as you imagine, oox, nor 
are the gksse» for their use but for their abuse. For ttere 
is not ene who makea use of either ^ess, bat he is abused, 
1^ sure as ever he uses it. This is no very great friendsAiip,^ 
sir, is it ? 

Infidblis. No, cousin, if so you: approve yourself the 
eflTspring of great BeelzebuU I should be glad to hear 
something of their uses, and the manner of your operation 
by them^ 



DiscoRDAics. I am ready to oblige you, sir, if ihe great 
Fastosus is pleased lo permit me. 

Fastosus. You do me honor, my sob. 1 permit you, 
with all my heart. 

OiscoRDANs. Then, sir, if .you please, you shall try my 
telescope first. Take it in your hand,sir, and put it to your 
aye. Now, sir, what do you see ? 

iNFiDfiLis< See ! I see the greatest mountain that ever I 
beheld ! The top of it reacheth evpn to the stars. Strange 1 
I did not thiiAk there had been such a thing in the world 2 
Why, the highest mountain in Armenia is but a hillock, 
when compared to this ! 

Discord A Ks. Now, sir, be pleased to take down the 
glass ; l(X)k the samis way -with .your naked eye, and try 
what you can discover. 

LNriDCLis. Nay, now I can see nothing at all, but a 
niole.hill, about a score of yards from us. But whatis gone 
with themoucftain, think you 1 

DiscoRDAirs. That very molehill, sir, is the mountain 
which you saw. To convince you of U, Impiator shall 
make the trio,! likewise. Now, Impiator, what do you see ? 

Impiator. See ! why I see the wondrous mountain ; and 
3 flee a prodigious number of monsters, ten times as big as 
an elephailt,'trave]ling up the sides of it ! 

Discord ANS. Now, sir, the molehill is the mountain, and 
^e ants are the monsters that inhabit it. 

iTrnDBLis. Amazing.! that jany instrument can change 
=the appearftnce -of things, so much from the reality. In- 
deed, DLscordans, I can hardly believe my own eyes. 

DiscoRDANs. Sir, you shall have full conviction. Put 
'the glass to your eye, and mind well, when I roll this ball on 
the grien, and tell me what it appears to you to be. Now, 
^ir, you have seen it, what do you say ? 

Ikfidglis. I amrmore astonished than ever. It appear- 
ed to be well-nigh as huge aslhe body of Saturn, and seem*. 
«dto roll through ummeasurable space. Now 1 am convin- 
ced, incredulous as I am. 

Discord AT98. All is well so far. Now you shall try the 
other end of the telescope, and learn the wonders of minia- 
ture. Let us look towards the other side of the valley. 
You see a very large oak, whose arms are extended at least 
^wo hundred feet in breadth. Do you not see it, sir ? 
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IiTFiDSLis. See it ! How you talk ! I might see th&t 
tree without spectacles, if I were three-fourths blind. 

DisoQRDAMs, Be not too positive, sir. Take a good 
view of it now, lest you should not readily apprehend it 
with the glass. 

Infidblis. Why, cousin, I cannot fail seeing thiis tree 
at the first trial, it issiich a large one, and just at hand too ! 

Discordans. Well then, please to put the glass to your 
eye, the contrary way to what you did before. Now, sir, 
what do you see ? 

Infid£LI9« 1 can see nothing at alh What is bebomeof 
the tree, think you ? 

DiscoRDANs. Look better, sir. The tree stands just 
where it dld^ I assure vou. 

Impiator. I suppose my father has not the glass right at 
his eye ; has he, cousin ? 

Discord \Ns. Yes,, yes, it is very right. Do you discov- 
er any thing of the tree yet ? 

Infi DELIS. . No, nothing at all. Is not the glass fallen 
out, think you ? 

DiscORDANs. No, sir, the glass is all right. But tell 
me, do you see nothing of any kind ? 

Infidelis. Yes, I see, at a prodigious distance, somd 
kind of a shrub, about the size of. a common thistle. To 
me it appears to be about fifteen inches high. 

DiscoRDANs. Look stedfastly at it, sir, and see if you 
can find out what species it is of? 

{nfidelis. I take it to be a small oak plant ; but at such 
a distance, it is not easy to distinguish the species of such a 
diminutive ish rub. 

DiscoRDANs. Now, Sir, I perceive you discern it right ; 
if you please, you may take down the glass. You-^e, sir, 
the oak tree stands just 'where it did ; and now you discover 
nothing of the shrub. Believe me, sir, the plant which you 
saw, is none other than that stately oak, magically. diminiE^h' 
ed in its appearance, by the power of the glass. The oak 
itself has undi^rgone no change, neither did the ball, nor the 
molehill. AH the change is only in appearance. 

Infidelis. I am amazed iit the astonishing powers of this 
instrument. When it is used one way, it magnifies a mole* 
hill to a stupendous mountain, and a tennis-ball to a world ; 
and when used the contrary way, it reduceth an oak of the 
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.most gigantic: stature, into one of the most dwarfish shrvibs. 
i pray you, cousin, what is the name of this inistrument, and 
where was. it invented 1 

DiscoRDANS. Sir, the name of this amazing instrument 
is Prejudice ; it was invented by Luoifer, the most famous 
mathematician in hell ; and is of excellent use, in-Torward- 
ing the deJightiul works of darkness, and securing the do- 
minion of Beelzebub, over mankind, upon earth. 

Infi DELIS. Dear cousin, I am quite impatient to have a 
description of its uses. It cannot fail of being of excellent 
^ivice, if skilfully managed,, as I doubt not it is, in the hand 
of Discordans. 

DiscoKDANS. -Sir, having already seen jsomething of its 
amazing effects, you -may well believe it is very useful to 
me. By this partial glass itisj sow .contention, strife and 
discord, wherever I come. .It is my custom when I begin 
my operations, and intend to set people together by the ears, 
to visit each of them -separately ; apply xKiy glass to his eye, 
in the magnifying way ; and, as you see it is so constructed 
that it will turn.any way,J.turn it towards himself, by whicli 
•he obtains a partial view of his own virtue and merit. Then 
I apply the glass, the contrary way, and direct by dupe to 
consider his .vices in the diminishing medium, .by which lie 
almost, if not .wholly, loseth ^ght of them. Having had such 
a partial view of his own virtues and vices, the fool takes the 
former to be a. .thousand times greater, and the latter a thou* 
^and times less, than they really nee. -By these means he is 
^prejudiced in his- own favor, so far, that he ib ready to quarrel 
-with all, who think not as well of him as he does of himself. 
Thus, I prejudice almost -every man in his own favor^i so 
far, that each looks upon hiinself as most worthy of general 
regard. From this it is, that you may meet with a drummers 
who looks u|>on himself as more able to command well, thatt 
his colonel: or a catchpole, who deems himself fit for. an 
alderman ; and a scurvy attorney, who flatters himself that 
iie knows more than the lord chancellor of the-realm. 

But for this prejudice in their own favor, you should never 
hear of revolutions of static, destructive wars, crpel assassi* 
nations, and domestic broils, among mankind, so grateful to 
lis bfernal spirits. It is by this device, you will find one 
iool wiser in his own conceit than ten men who. can render 
A reason. Yesu gentlemen} it. is from, the good opinion almoil 

i2 
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every man hath of himself, originally derived from the use 
of my partial telescope, that all divisions and animosities of 
every kind, and amongst every people, in church and state, 
do flow. Though, indeed, the gentlemen concerned in re. 
ligious contentions would persuade the world ~ that it is the 
glory of God, and the furtheratice of the gospel, they have in 
view, in all their curses and anathemas, which they toss and 
retoss against one 'another. The Vulgar take it for granted 
to be so, and therefore readily join with their reverend 
leaders. 

In the mean while, man being sufficiently prejudiced in 
his own favor, I betake me to the following operations, from 
whence all jealousies, backhitings, murmurings, evil sur- 
misings, dsc. spring. I put the diminishing end of my tele, 
scope to the eye of my dupe, and direct him thus, to behold 
the virtues of his neighbor. The instance of the oak, re. 
duced to the most diminutive shrub, will convince you that 
a man's virtues will appear little enough, if at all discernible, 
when viewed with my partial glass. So when the niaq with 
it examines the virtue of his neighbors, he is put to his wit's 
end to find any virtue at all^ just as you were to find out the 
oak : but he sees, as he thinks, too much cause to conclude, 
that his neighbor is a very bad man. And if such a thing 
should be, that a man's virtue is so strong that it forceth 
evidence, even over the belly of prejudice, by its own native 
lustre, its appearance is changed from its reality, as the oak 
to the shrub, in the foregoing experiment. 

Then I direct my disciple to apply jthe magnifying end of 
the telescope, and to take an ample view of his neighbor's 
vices and"^ deformity ; and this he doth to the greatest ad- 
vantage. The two instances of a molehill transformed to a 
mountain, and a rolling ball to a revolving world, will ooq. 
vince you how glaring a man's vices will be, when viewed 
with the magnifying end of my valuable telescope, preju- 
dice. 

On obtaining this' discovery, says my dupe. Ah ! how 
glaring his vices appear ! When I sought for virtue, I could 
not discern so much as the smallest of her traces in him ; 
but now 1 seek for his vices, truly there is nothing else to 
be seen. Can he be a Christian ? No, surely ! If this be 
Christianity, 1 will for ever renounce it.** Thus, my rever. 
end uncle, I frequently persuade people, who are really 
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wortklcss, to despise, revile, and contemn those who are, m 
every respect, much preferable to themselves ; to deny the 
character of virtuous men, even to the most virtuous of their 
day. 

Infidrlis. Now, nephew, you delight my ear indeed ; 
and I freely own you of my illustrious kindred ; nor are you 
]es8 dexierous in pursuit of your calling, than the greatest 
of all our fraternity ; the great Fastosas and 1 only ex- 
cepted. " ■ 

Impia'Tor. Gentlemen, 1 have been silent a long time, 
which i believe I am as little given to as ajiy ; but now, 
wonder unbraces my tongue, and 1 cannot but admire the 
Art and industry of my cousin Discordans. 

OisooRBANS. Although I am no way remarkable for grat- 
itude, I thank you, cousin Impi&tor, for your compliment. 
There is' this glass, which likewise demands your attention. 
Will you please to examine it, gentlemen ? 

Ij^pkdblis. Come, cousin, 1 will. Please to let me look 
at it. 

Discordans. Now for a fresh surprise. Do you please 
to place the mirrpr, and look into it. 

iNj'iDELis. I will, cousin. But what is the matter, think 
you? J see nothing but gross darkness. How ^omes this to 
pass, Piscordans 1 . 

DxscoBPAVs. It 18 the nature of the instmimeht. Be 
pleased to turn yourself so as to look upon either, or all of us, 
in it. Now, sir, what do you see ? 

iNFiPEtis. Strange ! you all appear as angels of light. 
Did I not perfectly kaow the contrary, I could have sworn 
upon the aleoran, or the mass book, that Impiator had been 
Uriel ; Avaro had beeo the genitra of benevolence ; that 
Fastosus had been humility ; and you, Discordans, the angel 
of peace. 

This glass is really more wonderful than ibe former. 
What an amazing power of inversion it hath, cousin ! Why 
it transfbrmeth light into darkness, and darkness into light ; 
4shangeth the appedrance of devils into that of angels of 
light. Well, Discordans, if this will not answer your end, 
I do not know what will. 1 pray you; cousin, what do you 
eallit? 

Discordans. This, sir, I call my inverting mirror : but 
the proper name of it is false reasoning. An instrument 
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of the true Luciferian eoostruction, and most admiraUf 
adapted to my dividing purposes. It is the oracle at which« 
for the most part, mankind inquire after the truth of any 
matter. But, from what you have seen, you will readily 
believe that there is no truth in it ; therefore, its discove- 
ries, if the truth were known, would be deemed absolute 
falsehood. But I am very careful to keep up its honor with 
the people, as I could do but little business without it. 

Fastosus. Right, my son, and it proves to be m high es- 
teem : for the ancients were not more fond of our brother 
Apollo, who kept his court at DeJphos; than the modems wse 
of the inverting mirror of false reasoning. / , 

Infidelis. Good cousin, a word or two concerning its 
xises ; yea, make an oration of it, if you please ; jfor it will 
be very agreeable, .eoiren to Impiator himself, I dare say. 

Ikpiator. No danger of me, I assure you ! I begin, now 
to have some taste for information, all that I have heard 
being so very agreeable. Cousin Discordans, you may free- 
ly proceed without any fear of being too hard upon my pa. 
tience. 

DiscoHDANS. But for this inverting mirror^ gentlemen, 1 
could do but little against the children of men; for excel- 
Jent-as my telescope «of prejudice is, it would be altogether 
useless, but for the mirrors but, by the he^ of this, the 
telescope performeth mighty deeds in favor of our govern, 
inent. 

By this mirror it is, I cause offence to be taken when none 
is offered nor desigaed ; yea, even when the good of the 
party is Bought aller ; .and thus I foment diflferences, aniidat 
the most forvent sdioitations for unity. A certain great man, 
some thousand years since, had such a proof of this, that he 
•complained .biUeriy against our people, saying, ^( When 1 am 
for peace, they are for war." 

By this mtf ror it », that public or ^Mrivate reproof id not 
only rendered useless,J^ut'even hurtful to the party reproved, 
and frequently ^wejudictal to society. So very much a.re 
people given to examine all matters in our famous mirror, 
that it is almost impossible to point out one man in a whole 
•county, who hath witidom enough to bear reproof with be- 
coming patience. So that if it is an argument of follyi to 
turn away the ear from rqproof, or to harden the heatl 
^against rebuke, tboM are hnsre da^s for folly. 
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By this wonderful mirror, I make even the preached word, 
not only useless to many, but offensive to some. For in- 
stance, it sometimes happens, that the preaoher, as it is his 
duty, exclaims against drunkenness. At that instant I step 
up to the drunkard, and hold the mirror before his eyes ; im- 
mediately he begins to view the parson's conduct in a very 
uncharitable light ; and, as a guilty conscience needs no ac- 
cuser, he concludes it is himself that is aimed at.« « Well, 
says hO) I see how it is ; some spiteful person hath told him 
that I was drunk the other night, and he is wicked enough 
to expose me to all the congregation. Has he no faults of 
his own, that he can be so free in trumping up other people's 
failings ? Cannot he preach the gospel without railing against 
individuals? 

Infidejlis. 1 have often seen it to be dangerous to our in» 
terests, for a person to go with a guilty conscience to where 
there is a faithful ministry. 

DiscoRDANs. By this time, I clap my telescope to his eye, 
and direct him to view the parson with it ; which is no 
sooner done, than he exclaims, " Ay, ay, his vices are as 
great as mine, and greater too. If be is not a drunkard, ho 
is something as bad ; he is covetous ; all know that ; and he 
is uncharitable and spiteful. " Then I turn the end of my 
telescope towards himself. " Well, saith he, the parson him* 
self is more wicked by one half than I am. I meddle with 
no man's character. I am in charity with all men. 1 am 
just and honest in all my dealings. If I hurt anybody, it 
is myself, and what can the meddling fellow have to do with 
that?" 

Thus doth this wonderful instrument invert the nature of 
things, so as to turn a well-meant admonition into a piece 
of envious raillery ; what is really in itself a virtue, is changed 
in its appearance to a vice ; and if the least degree of zeal 
appears in the delivery of reproof, it is traduced as passion 
and ili-nature. By the use of these two famous instruments, 
I set one great man to pull the ears of another, at the vari- 
ous courts of earthly princes ; where, by my management, 
the truly worthy are frequently disgraced, and the worthless 
advanced to power. What ups and downs succeeded each 
other in the court of Versailles, in the days of madame Pom. 
padour, when not the merit of the hero, but his attachment 
to that lady, was considered ! If he was a true Pompadorian^ 
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he was sure to be advanced, faotvever much of the calf bis 
disposition had imbibed ; but if an anti-pompadoriati, down he 
came, though he were as wise as Ulysses, and valiant as the 
«on of Thetis. And so it fared with them in their bad suo 
cess in the late wan 

Fastosus. I suppose the public would neVer object to their 
prince enjoying the common privilege of man, in having a 
favorite friend near his person, were it not that the party se^ 
lected for that person is apt, insolently and inconsiderately, 
to crowd his own dependants,- qualified or unqualified, into 
places under the government. But what France suffered 
for such misconduct in the last Wat, will be a Waiming to 
neighboring nations. 

Infidelis. I should like to have the history of your glasses^ 
^cousin. And 1 imagine a few instances of your operations 
by them will be exceedingly agreeable to all the company, 
if you will be so obliging as to lavor us with them. 

Disco KDANS. With all tny heart, sir. The first instance 
i remember, was in the case of Cain and Abel. As for Abel, 
you know he was a rebel against our government, enlisted 
under the banner of Immanuel, and bore arms against the 
monarch of darkness, to whom trusty Cain was ^rmly at- 
tached. Abel was well acquainted with the acce{:H:able atone*- 
fnent, then to be made by Jesus of Nazareth, and had respect 
to it^in all the services which he ofiTered to i>eity. His sac- 
rifices and services were therefore the fruits of l&itfa, and 
consequently acceptable to God, whom he served. On this 
other hand, our friend Cain had no respect for the mediation 
of Immanuel, but considered his services as well deserving 
acceptance with Deity, in virtue of their own intrinsic ex- 
icellence. Of course, both him akid his services were r^ect- 
«d. For you know whsitever is not «Qf faith, is sin, andcon« 
vequently detestable, to the Almighty. Abel ofiTered his sac- 
rifice, and Cain presented his gifl, the one in. faith, and the 
other without fahh ; the result was, Abel was accepted and 
CJain r^ected« ' 

As soon as I was aware of this, and saw discontent visible 
upon his countenance, I went up to Cain, and began to ply 
him with my instrument. « Let my lord Cain, "said I, " try 
his brother*s conduct in this faithful mirror." . . 

Accordingly he viewed it, and as he viewed,, he said, 
** Ah ! now I see how it is. He knew that a lamb or kid 
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would be more acceptable to God than corn ; but he would 
not inform me, I suppose, lest I should share in' the blessing* 
Is this acting the part of a brother? I. see now through all 
his pretended love, his whining advices and hypocritical 
cant." 

This wrought just as I would have it. Then I desired him 
to view himself with my telescope, which he did, and thus- 
exclaimed, " Why, I am a thousand times better than my 
brother Abel ! I have as much righteousness in my one hand» 
as he hath in his whole person." Said I, << Now take a full 
view of your brother with this giass.** He did, and as he 
k>oked, he said, <^ My brother is the most contemptible crea- 
ture I ever beheld. I wonder not now to hear him complain 
of his unworthienss, as he does in his whining way." « Look 
again," I said. Then said Cain, " Why, Abel is so swelled 
with pride, that he cannot contain himself." « Look farther," 
said I : ** Ay, replied he, I see what he cdms at. He thinks 
I shall be his servant, and no longer his superior as elder 
brother." 

You know it is usual for my worthy friends. Envy, Re- 
Tenge, and Cruelty, to follow me in most of my enterprises. 
It so fell out, at tbjs time, that those three diabolians were 
present ; bjut none of them attempted to speak a word, until 
Cain had viewed his. brother Abel with my instruments, in 
a light the most disadvantageous to him that could be*. Bui 
Cain having obtained this view of Abel, up comes Envy, aad 
thus addressed him : ^ Friend Cain, I am heartily sorry for 
your disgrace, and am grieved when I observe to you, that, 
it is my opinion you will never be able to endure your 
brother's greatness and prosperity, now he is accepted, and 
you are rejected. I am much mistaken, if his ambition 
ceaseth to operate, until he enslaves you entirely under his 
yoke. I much fear that it is what he aims at. Now, my 
friend, as you are the elder bom, it is but reasonable that 
you should be ruler ; but for the elder to be subjected to the 
younger, is what I would advise you never to submit to." 
Then, said Revenge, if honest Cain will be ruled by me, he 
will make himself amends for all the grief he has sustained. 
To whom Cain : " I pray thee thou sweet spirit, which way 
shall I do it ? Shall I burn his tents, or destroy his fiocks ? 
What shall I do to make myself amends ?" Do, said Crudelis, 
what should you do? lUeck him on the bead at oace^ 
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** else, "said Envy, he will be an eye-sore to you/ all the 
days of yoiir life." 

Thus the matter was determined, and, accordingly, Caia 
took an opportunity one day in the field to murder him. Id 
this instance, Abel's virtue and faith were considered as 
vicious craftiness ; his sincere aiming at the glory of God, 
and his self-denial, were, by my inverting instruments, in- 
terpreted pride and ambition. Deluded Cain revenged him- 
self, not according to reality, but according to his own jealous 
suspicious and groundless surmises. 

Infidelis. Realities seldom appear. Discordant, where 
you reign, or your operations would not be so successful as 
they are in common. 

DiscoRDANS. True, sir, there is no possibility of main- 
taining strife and contention, but by inspiring one man with 
mistaken notions of another, and each with a good opinion 
of himself. This is the spring of all contention. 

I remember I made rude work between Jacob's wives ; I 
think their names were Leah and Rachel, the daughters of 
your friend Laban, Avaro ; and that too, for what neither 
one nor the other could possibly help. Rachel was plump, 
fair, and beautiful, but withal for many years barren. Leah 
was less beautiful,' being afflicted with tender eyes. And 
from these two sources I let the world see the inconvenienry 
of polygamy or bigamy. But to pass'^rom the discord of 
the woman, 1 come to their sons, amongst whom 1 made a 
pretty sort of an inroad, which for a season yielded me ex- 
quisite pleasure. 

You must know it is always more pleasure to me to stir 
up discord among the good and virtuous, than any people 
whatever ; aUhough, by the way, it is much more irrational 
to them to quarrel with one another, than for those who are 
strangers to equal privileges. Yet, such is my dexterity, 
that, whilst they are in this world, I <^n make them very 
oflen behave to one another, more hke enemies than friencb 
and brethren. However, they escape my tyranny the mo- 
ment they forsake their clay, and I am for ever banished 
from their peaceful mansions in the other world. 

To return to my story. Young Joseph, son of deceased 
Rachel, was his father's favorite ; and the fond patriarch, 
to evince 'his distinguishing regard to him, clothed him in 
garments of many colors. This badge of affection 8at^very 
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uneasy on the minds of his brethren, who, to a man, re- 
solved to teach future parents the folly of partiality to. 
wards their children ; yet had conduct enough to bridle 
their resentment ^ntil a fuvurabJe opportunity should offer. 
It was not tnaBy years •before an opportunity offered ; for 
Joseph^hada chream divinely inspired, of which 1 made very 
soitaWe improvement. He dreamed "that he and his breth- 
ren were all reaping together in the fidd, and lo ! ere he 
was aware, his sheaf stood upright in the<nidst, and all his 
brethren's sheaves stood round and made dbeisance to it." 

Young Joseph, suspecting 'no harm,'in his «implicity, told 
hisdreah) to his brethren. Not long after, he dreamed that 
the sun, tnoos, and eleven stars, made obeisance tto 'liim; 
and, in the same simplicity of heart, told his brethren this 
dream also, never once suspecting that iihey would comment 
upon it to his injury. 

At' this -time I happened to malce a visit to them ; and 
having 'the matter without reserve laic^ before me, I re- 
quested them to examine it wirti iny instruments, as yoft 
know I am never backward when ther€ is any hope of busi- 
oess. As they examiived it, they wercunanimously of opin- 
ion, that the haughty boy was but too sensrble^of ^his father's 
over-esteem for him. ** Vain youth, «aid they, he can»think 
of -nothing but being lord ever his brethren: it 'is evident, 
from his repeated dreams, his-inind runs -upon it*through th« 
^ay; for what people ruminate in the day, they are apt to 
dream of at night.*' Such was the sense my mirror gave 
of the affair. Then, said I, gentlemen, be pleased to sur. 
^py the matter with this telescope, meaning prejudice. They 
did so, and said, ^' Did ever any body see such a haughty, 
ipiesumptuous youth as this stripling of a brother of ours is? 
<It may be, the young ambitious wretch feigned his dreams, 
the more easily to intredace-his-supremacy ! He bo our lord J 
Must he? His pride is boundless. It is not enough that he 
^opesto lord it over'his-brethren, but his old father must, it 
^enis, make obeisance to his arrogance." 

'It was now I-caHed on my brother 'Revenge to appear; 
to whom I willed them to make 'their case known. Thui 
they did ; and he, without hesitation, (as you know he Is a 
Jftftdy.witted spirit) gave them his advice. " Gentlemen, isaid 
J^jthe fact 18 evident; but why do you. perplex yourselves t 
lou have it in your power toprevent Ms aggraDdizement. 
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ehild, and are M v^illingto giveaecurity to the parish ;- uof 
three very civil gentlemen they are, I assure yoa. I thinky 
•aid the overseer, they have not behaved very eivilly teyou, 
seeing you are with child by them: @ 1 sir^ said she, they 
behaved very civilly to me. They got me to tUeir room^ 
and kept me there S>r above a fortnight, and all the while! 
ate with them, and slept with them at free cost, 

AvARo. Well, but, brother^ c.an you assert that as a fad 
upon your own knowledge 2 ' 

Impiator. Yes, Avare-, I can ; and more than that, the 
overseer is yet alive, and can at any time attest the truth- 
•fit. • 

Infideus. Well, £ think they are hopeful gentlemen of 
whioh to make ministers of the g^)spei ; gentlemen- who' 
may be of great service to our government 

Impia^tos.- It is oil that account I m^ttteon the afTairC- 
And i could tell- you a hundred such pretty little stories. 

Fastosus. Supposing, my reverend brother InAdelia, for 
the information of these younger deviJs, were to relate part 
of his history, might it notbe well 1 

Infideus. I am ready to do any thing that tend»- to tho 
prosperity of oul^ oommon cause : with a view to this^ 1 have' 
akeady given to Impiator seme account of my birth, and first 
enterprises ; and now, fbr common instruction, shall proceed* 
Having asccDded the throne of InfideKtyV ttle &fst thing It 
Attempted was, to lull men into a persuasion, that I did not 
at alt exist, and that there is. no such devil as unbelief m 
being. When I could not so uoiversally prevoil' in this a» 
1 wished, !• endeavored to persuade each of them separate^ 
ly, that however lafidelis might re^n over others,- for theirs 
part, he bad no dominion over them. For; said I, you have 
a good heart, and have believed well all youir days. AU 
though, as I said before, 1 have conducted many of those 
who fancied they had believed so well in their life-time^ 
very safely down to the chambers of hortible despair, 
where they were soon convinced,, they nev<er believed at ali< 
aright. 

Then I endeavcved lo persuade the people^, that the* 
threateaingsof God's la w^ against sin ^ ought to be consid- 
ered as a fancy ; and, to strengthen thiS' doctrtne> 1 thus 
preached ; (for you must know 1 have been a great preacher 
in my time,) " Look you,, yoa timorous^ minded mortals ; you 
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may clearly see that God hath created you, with all the 
p£issions and appetites that attend you ; and can you believe 
that he did this^ with a design to prohibit, the gratification 
of them? No, surely! Could it be consistent with the 
character of that God, whose goodness is unto all, and 
whose tender mercies are over all his works, to endue you 
with these passions and appetites, and then damn you 
for gratifying them ? No, no, those threatenings are exhib- 
ited only to keep your consciences in awe ; but never de- 
signed to be rigorously executed. The law will make large 
allowances, for the inclinations, passions, and infirmities oi 
the human nature ; never fear it. The soul Uhat sinneth 
need not to fear dying, as the scripture has threatened ; gaud 
man shall not be cursed, though he continue not in all 
things written iq the law to* do them." 

Here, gentlemen, you may see my fallacy, in dealing 
witli mortals ; for although all the faculties and passions of 
the soul were indeed essential to its created state, none of 
them were then irregular ; none acted from improper influ- 
ence ; for every passion centered in its lawful and proper 
objects Besides, all sinful motions and desires of the heart 
are the effects of my dominion over man* 

Then I proceeded to persuade them that God had lbr-» 
saken the earth, and took now no notice of the deeds of 
men, so that every n^n might, with the greatest safety, 
gratify his peculiar inclination. By these means it was, the 
great Impiator was brought into existence, whose dominion 
has increased, every year, with great rapidity. 

I persuaded men, that this^ world is the most certain 
good, A bird in the hand, said I, i^ worth tyro in the bush. 
Make sure of this world, and never ibar for the other. Do 
you consider this as your abiding place, and build your nest 
in its highest branches, if poissible. In this I succeeded so 
well, that every man by nature, and almost all by practice, 
look upon the present world as the ohiefest good. Then it 
was that Avaro was born in our family, and.Ambitiosus was 
born in the family of Fastosus. 

All this, vou must observe, I did in disguise, or rathV in a 
state of invisibility. I dare not tell a man, when I wait upon 
him, that my name is Infidelis : for, although they are fond 
of my nature, even to distraction, there is not one of them 
but what hates to be told that be k ooncexned with m^. 

K 2 
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Indeed you cannot affront any of nty subjects worse, tbas 
by gaming him after me, and calling him Iqfidel. 

Impiator. That is the very case with my subjects : for 
although they love my service, with alP their hearts, they 
hate to be told of it. If a man should at any time reprove 
t)ile of them for his enormities, you would soon' hear him 
damn the reprover, for a metbodist, a puritan« or a sanctift- 
Qd hypocrite. ' 

Infidelis. It is no manner of difiienlty for ine to lurk 
unperceived by them, in the corners of their dwellhigs : but 
I cannot possibly^ hide myself from Moses^ the vicegerent 
of the Highest. He^ i» a person of a most piercing eye, and 
can trace cdl the ipotions of spirit ; therefore it comes to 
pass,, that he^ and' I have- fjpequei^t^ bidce rings. Moses being 
the penfection of light,, and I the most- consummate darkv 
ttess, there is an eternal war proclaimed betwixt us, and we- 
never meet but we are at dagger's, drawing. 

Sometimes he comes, knocking- with' a tremendous ham^ 
mer at the doors and windows otmj Ibdgmg, as if be 
would lay the house in a heap of ruins ; whilst the- people 
within start and tremble at every thundfer-clap of his Imm^ 
mer. Amidst their consternation, you may hear him, from 
without, call to them within, with a voice louder than many 
thundlsrs, in the name, of his august Master, to bring forth 
the dtovit Itifidelis, and all his train, to public execution. 
Bat I am always well befriended by the people of the house, 
who^ for the most part, tell him that nei^er InfideKs, nor 
any of his traiti, live with them^ and that his exceHency 
fuust needs have mistaken the door. They telt him he 
Would do. better to rnq.uireat the house of Tom Drunkard 
0r Jack the swearer, where, very probably, say they, thai 
evil spirit may dW^H; 

Thisiis often the beginning of a rupture betwixt him and* 
theni;, lor he is not so easily to be dboeived; He shootetb 
bis buminp arrows with deathly vengeance in at the win- 
dows^ agaii^st the people of the house, whom I exhort, by 
all poasible means, to resist to the Ikst extremity* Never 
did you see the warlike Corsicans exert themselves with 
such ardor in defence of their liberties, as my subject is 
defence of my government 

Sometimes they so besmear his heavenly face^ with the 
ftlththey throw upon him, calBng'him severe tyrant, covet- 
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OQS extortioner^ unjast viliaiD, and the like, that be gives 
over the assault, and leaves them to my quiet possesfiion. 
Then I take my seal, and seal them to destruction. For yon 
mudi know, it is hut in some placea he exerts his unfrua- * 
trable influence^ • 

It is likewise observable,, that although my subjects will 
give Moses a good character, while he keeps at a distance 
from them, every one will fight to the knees in blood, when 
assaulted by him, ere they submit ; so fond are they of my 
person and government. Sometimes it hath happened, that 
by irreststible fcurce, he hath broken open the doors, seized 
the people of the house by the collar, dragged them to 
the brink of a pit called Despondency, into which be tum- 
bled them headlong, and lefl them shut up in that dreary 
dungeon. 

As soon as he is departed, 1 go to work, and turn some 
aeighboriog brook into the pit, with a design to drown 
them, or throw down earth, stones^ &€. on purpose to' 
smother them; and so 1 continue to pester and diatttrb 
them, until 1 am frightened away by the sound of Imnaauu- 
el's trumpet, as he himself approaches for their deliverance: 
for you mu£^ know, i cannot stand my ground, but take to 
mjr heels, when be appears. Many a time do I hear myself 
cursed for an hellish brat, even by those who, but very late- 
ly, would have risked life and fortune, and, with the greatest 
bravery, fought in the cause of prince Infidelis. But as soon 
as they obtain a glimpse of Immanuel's glory, they have 
done with my yoke, and i lose their auction forever^ 

However, as I cannot endure that rational scripture light 
should shine into the hearts of men, i have oflen been puzw 
zled to find out proper methods to resist the power of Moses ; 
for he is excessively turbulent sojmetimes, and frighteneth 
my sol^ectsinto a pretended service of ihe Lord. I|i orcter 
to appease him, the sons of men agreed to build a temple, 
and dedicate it to the Most High ; rather choomng to wor^ 
ship him, than be destroyed by the artillery of Sinai. Ac- 
eondingly, to work they' west, and built a sumptuous dome 
§6t divine worship, in order to stop the mouth of that never, 
ceasing accuser. Now, thought I, things are Hkefy to take 
an awkward turn with me ; if this worship is not interrupted, 
1 shall lose many of my present slaves. . So I put my nlod- 
ding brain to the torture^ in orde> to find out proper methpds 
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of prevention; and 1 can tell you, gentlemen, 1 went wisely 
to work. You remember that, Avaro, for you were my 
helper. 

The oase wa^ this. We prepared the image of a womaii« 
fair and beautiful to the eye ; she w^ inwardly made of 
elay, and outwardly adorned with the appearance of bur-^ 
QJshed goId« 1b her right hand was a regal sceptre, titles 
of state, and plumes of honor, <Sz;q. In her left she carried 
a heavy purse of nioney, and a caslcet of oriental jewels. 
Upon her head was an Imperial crown, studded with spark- 
ling gems, which dazzled the eyes of beholders^ whilst they 
read the following motto, which was written in all lan- 
guages on her forehead, "I am the mistress. o( the whole 
world." We secretly coaveyed this image into one comer 
of the temple, and placed it in such a manner as to be seen 
of all who entered. 

1 soon perceived that the bait was suitably drest, and our 
idol had.chiarms enough to attract the atteotion of the people. 
Ha, ha, ha, you would have laughed, until your sidea were 
tired, had you been there^ to see how the slaves looked 
asquint upoa the idol, as they approached the altar of God. 
Ay, and, in the midst of their devotion, how they cast the 
tail of their eye towards the place where she stood. After 
their worship was over, O how they bowed and criaged be- 
fore her ladyship ! The very parson himself did her humble 
reverence, and many times embraced her in the most affec- 
tionate manner. Then, said I, « A fig for Moses and all im 
threatening. I have the slaves as fast as ever," 

IvpiAToK. Indeed^ sire, you played the devil with them 
then. But what said Moses? Did he calmly yield the de- 
bate 1 

iNFiDiais. No, no, he is none <^youp easy temiiered 
people, I assure you. His eagle eye soon discovered the 
cheat, and as soon did he resolve on vengeance, as appeared 
by the event. Laden with burning faggots, he came tatbs 
temple, and roaring like many thui^rs, he said, the flashes 
of lightning bursting aa he spake, .<< This people draweth 
near to me with their lips, hut their hearts are far from me* 
Put away from among you that accursed evil, and worship 
the Lord with your souls, as well as your bodies, with your 
hearts as well as your voices, or look.' (qt destruction, &?»a 
in the embraces of your idoU" 
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This^said, Re hurled his brands, amongst the people, and 
terribly disturbed m&tiy of them. Indeed k was something 
alarming to see them look so ghastly,, and tremble at his 
fearful menaces^ In their first alarm,^ they were for re- 
moving the goddess out of the temple,-for fe&r of immediate 
destruction; but >eing a Kttle recovered from^ their fright, 
the firr greater part found such relenlings towards her lady- 
ship, that they could not beat the thoughts of painting with 
her ; believing still, in despite of Moses, that her comely 
presence was highly necessary, to render religion tolerable ; 
and rather than part with* her, they resolved to part with the 
temple of God itself. 

Some few of them, indeed, were resolute for her removal, 
deeming the urgent command of the heavenly accuser not 
at all unreasonable 5 but their company was very inconsid- 
erable, and their strength inadequate to the enterprise* 
When they attempted to remove her, they could not so 
much as^ move her feet from the pedestal ; and notwith- 
standing the command was urgent, the far greater part of 
the people could not help, even in th& midst of their devo- 
tion, looking, towardsythe idol, with aa approving cotMle- 
nance; and there 8l^~^and» to this* day,, adored by most„ 
and a snare even to the vitHious and good. 

AvAKo. Great and manifold ar« the services which' that 
ornamented idoL had done to our government,, among both 
preachers and others ; for many of ihe sacerdotal tribe have 
not the least view in their preaching, beyond a genteel liv. 
ing, and further preferment ; to which end, adulation and 
flattery is more studied than the gospel. If they can but 
get the world to smile upon them, they desire no more. 
Give them riches and honor, they may jpreach the gospel 
who will, for them. Let the people only pay their dues 
punctually, they may choose, for the parson, whether they, 
will serve God or the devil, whether they will go to heaven 
or heli. Brave days, gentlemen ! 

In FiDE£is« Yesy Avuro, the times are not to be complained 
of; nor indeed have they been bad for many hundreds of 
years, if circumstances are duly attended to. But to* my . 
story. In process of time, men became sensible^ that un* 
less the heart were fixed upoD God, in acts of religious 
worship, their services could not be acceptable ; but hov^ to 
fix them they could' not find. Being afraid the result of 
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their inquiries' might prove dsoigerous to my interest, if not 
interrupted, I advised them to make to themselves repre- 
sentations of Gody. ia wood, stone, brassy or iron, but rather 
of silver or gold, aUoging that, the more valuable the metal, 
the more acceptable the sacrifice would be. 

The sons of men no sooner heard, than they approved of my 
scheme, and resdved forthwith to put it in execution. Then^ 
ere you w«re awa-re, ev^ry village was furnished with one or 
two god-makers ; a set of artificers, from whom our present 
saint-makers in Italy, Spain, Portugal, &c. are descended; 
for modern times have not changed, but only given a differ- 
ent name to this craft; by which the popish parsons get their 
wealth. 

But, alas^l having never seen the shape of God, at any 
time, they were obliged tq form their images in thi3 mould 
of their own fancies, which being various, it came^ to pass 
that in one place the invisible Deity was likened te an- old 
man with a venerable long beard, grasping a bunch of reeds, 
which they called thunder. In another place he was repre- 
sented as^balf man and half J>east ; yea, so various were the 
fancies of the artists, that ia one place- Grod A4mighty was 
made like a^fish, in another like an^eagte or hawk, and in 
another like » log of wood, and' indeed^ sometknes- like a 
beast with four feet. So very briskly was this trade carried 
on, that alF wlk> were able to buy, had, in a few years, one 
or more god almighties, of man's making, in. their own 
houses. The very same as- our good friends the* papists, 
have got almost every one a savior in his pocket or chamber. 
In the holy Roman <chureh, you may find in every house, a 
Jesus Christ of one kind or another ^ for there be many 
sorts of Jesus Christs, as golden Jesus Christs, siliper Jesus 
Clirists, wooden, and even paper Jesus Christs, all made 
with as much crafl as the ancient pagan gods. 

AvARO. That trade of shrine-makiug among the papists, 
is a good sort of trade ; but I can tell you, it falls far short 
of the crafl bfv saint- worshipping, by which the priests get 
their wealth. Many a wooden saint there is in the holy 
church, which hath brought into the priest's treasury above 
six times its weight in gold. And indeed the pagan priests 
reaped equal benefit from their gods; from Whence we learn 
that priestcrafl hath been the same in all ages. 

Infidelis. Some people there were» of more refined 
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knowledge iban their neighbors, who advised against the 
trade of god- making, saying, <* We must not bow down to 
graven nor molten images, nor in any wise worship them." 
My priests, according to my directions, answered as fol- 
lows: **It is not the image which you worship, nor do you 
at all bow your knee to it ; but being emblematic of the * 
divine presence, it greatly assists you in your devotion." 
This learned reasoning calmed the consciences of most of 
the dissenters., won them over to the religion by law estab- 
lished, and greatly wrought for the good of the church. 

DiscoBDANs. Why, sir, that is the very apology which 
the papists make for imc^e worship, relic adoration, ^c. 
but indeed it is no wonder, seeing their religion is one and 
the same with that of the pagans. 

Infidelis. .Some few there were, rigid noncoofbrmists, 
who insisted that God must be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth ; insisted that all idolatrous lumber ^hoqld be cast out 
of the temple ; by which the wQrtJ)y x;lergymen, of that 
age, were so grievously galled, that they were forced, in 
a pious ^d tender isianner, first to give up the heretics to 
the devil and then put the flesh to death fyr the salvation 
of the soul : in the very sanne manner (and for much the 
aame cause) as the holy Romish fethers excon^municated 
and buraed the Prptestanta. But the devil t^nows, by his 
experience, that the church has not half the j)ower she pre. 
tends to; for out of the vast numbers, which she hath gen- 
erously given to himj it is but a very few he hath bee^ able 
to receive. Notwithstanding, both the pagan, papal, and 
other churches, have hereby shown the goodwill, which, 
all abng, they have borne to hin^and bis interest. 

Having fairly introduced idolatry, 1 tried, if possible, tp 
lead men further off from the^r Mcdcer still ; and fpr this 
end, I brought in gods and goddesses, a n^meroMs train. 
For instance, if any man was more remarkable than ptber^, 
for mu^eri^g his ueighbors, or for giving large gifts to iho 
cjkurd), that i^, the ^dei^, I got hiflfi deified as mx^ as J;ie 
died, Mid had worship offered to him, in the sam^ degreje 
with saint-wonihip.in the church of Rome; for 9^nt- wor- 
ship ^nd heio-wprship, difier only in.i)ame« 

Indeed, it is but doing juartice tp aaints, in the Romish 
calendar, to olwef ye, ^ajt the -^neatest part of tl^ein pbtain- 
6d their saintship for muidjeriag of p^rifMm^ oiass(|C|i^iAg 
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Protestants, robbing their heirs for the good of the ehwrth^ 
or ibr raving mad enthusiasm. Well, I went on and pros, 
pered, until I had brought ali the world, a few individuals 
excepted, to'wprsbip the works of the mason, carpenter, 
blacksmith, or founder. Bncourage but any trade, and it is 
sure to p^e^er : the god-malcing trade, being universally 
'encouraged, prospered exceedingly ; for in a little time 
there were national gods, much . the ftame with the sevea 
diampions of Christendom ; provincial gods; county geda; 
parish gods; and ev«n household gods, to the great -emolu- 
ment'^fthe clergy. I think, gentlemen^ you must all allow, 
that' I have not spent my time in idleness among mankind. 

Fastosus. No, no, brother, idleness don't suit you and 
0ie. We will leave it to foolish men and women so to 
spend their lives ; but we will fulfil 'the old proverb used 
among them, viz. The devil is never idle, l^et them -enjoy 
their idleness in this world ; we fihall very likely find them 
enough to do in the next. 

Infidbms. I think it is something more l^an seventeen 
hundred and sikty years ago that 1 had a trial of a very ex* 
traordinary nature to grapple with, such as I never had be- 
fore then, nor ever shall encounter while 1 breathe the sul- 
phufous smoke of the pit. Oh, it was a sore trial, gentle- 
men. Immanuel, a very dear lover of men, having sat on 
the 'Circle of heaven for near four thousand years, with 
muchTelenting of mind, and longings foriiumaai happiness, 
from thence beheld the dreadful havoc I made tn the world, 
rendering the whole posterity of Adam the children of 
wrath. Often did he call to the inhabitacits of the earth to 
take me up, and bum me for a witch ; but they were too 
much my friends to regard his advice: and, indeed, had 
they regarded it, it would have been an undertaking such 
as they could not execute withotit auxiliary atripngth. He 
sat long, and long he wondered that there was^no friend, lo 
help against so potent an adversary ; when at last he saw 
there were none to help, he arose from his jasper seat, and 
in a transport of fove, declared that his own arm should 
bring salvation. Acdording to this high determination, he 
dismantled himself of the robes of manifest glory, laid aside 
his imperial diadem, which irradiates all the 66asts of light- 
posted down to this world, on the wings of compassion, ife- 
solved to encounter me by dying.- 
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Alarmed at such an unprecedented enterprise, I dispatch. 
ed our swifl-winged courier, with all possible speed, to hell, 
to inform my great father, and the infernal divan, of the as- 
tonishing event. As soon as Fame reported her story, the 
monarch summoned his peers, to meet him in the flaming 
council chamber, there to deliberate on the matter; and 
having maturely weighed every circumstance of it, it was 
resolved to dispatch the devil Malevolus to Fastosus and 
me, with directions suitable to the occasion. That he, with 
Ambitiosus, Perfidia, Falax, and me, should take up our 
residence at Jerusalem, with the scribes^ pharisees, and 
doctors of the law.. We immediately obeyed our instruc- 
tions, and succeeded admirably in our embassy. At the 
same time, Crudelis and Concupiscentia were appointed 
plenipotentiaries to the tetrarchical court of Galilee, where 
they received infallible testimonies of Herod's esteem. 

Against the time that Immanuel was to be revealed, 
Herod admitted our cousin Suspiciosus to frequent audi* 
ences, of which the devil Crudelis, to his everlasting honor, 
greatly availed himself. He persuaded the tetrarch, that, 
for his own safety, it was highly necessary he should kill, 
destroy, and cause to perish, all the children in Bethlehem, 
from two years old, and under, in order that young imman- 
uel, who was formerly called the Ancient of D.^ys, might 
be involved in the general massacre. This was tlie opening 
of our evangelic campaign ; since which time, we have 
caused the shedding, of as much Christian blood, as, if coU 
lected into one mass, would make a tide as deep as ever was 
seen at London-bridge. 

At this time there appeared one John Baptist, . a zealous 
Nazarene, and harbiqger to Immanual. He was likely to 
do great injury to our interest ; therefore it was thought 
best to have him destroyed, which, by thy means, Discor« 
dans, we happily accomplished in part. Perhaps, Discords ns, 
you can give abetter account of that ^ffsar than I, as you 
were more de^ly concerned in it. 

DiscoKDANs. I do not know that, uncle ; but I am ready 
to tell you what hand 1 had in it. You all know the man, 
and a trusty friend of ours he was, as any in his day. You 
know he most inordinately loved Herodias, his own brother 
Philip's wife ; and by the direction of our friend Concupis. 
eeotia, he added incest to his adultery, by taking her to his 
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bed. It was About thi« time, that tbia fainous Baptisst, tbe 
fcunder of the sect catied by his name, began his public* 
ministry ; and, fearless ofman, exclaimed against all manner 
•f uncleanliness ; ibr he was faithful to his eoromiseaoQr. 
IVell, this same austefe Baplist took occasion one day, » 
the fbllowiiig manner, to reprove the tetrardi for his l^dwd- 
ness : << Herod, said he, the God who made thee, hath, for 
his own glory, exalted thee to the tetrarehieal dignity ; but, 
&r from studying hi» honor, thou actest most unworthily,, 
ind tumest hi» gooddess to thee into wantonness. Dost not 
thou know, that thee same God who made thee ruler in Grali- 
lee, hath said, *'- Thou e^ali not commit adultery." Put her 
therefore away from thee; if thou dost not, thou must ex- 
pect, that the Most High will mingle for thee tlie^up of hi» 
indignation." 

I was then at the eourt of Galilee, and did not fail to im- 
prove the Baptist's admonition to the most fatal purposes. I 
transformed n^self into the likeness of a grave courtier, a 
form very famili^ to me, went up to the king, and held my 
inverting nnrrof before hii eyes^ bidding him to take a futt 
view of the matter thus. As my humble servant he did aa. 
li directed, wad immedbttely said, ^I perceive this field* 
preacher, thi» same Baptist, is an enemy to the Roman go- 
vernment, and, because I ara^^ a friend to Csssar, he \ath 
taken this advantage against me doubtless to prejudice the- 
minds of the people, either to the divesting me of Hio te- 
trarchical power, ev to the subvenioaof CsBsar's govern, 
ment." 

When I had brought him thus to misoonstroe the hotiesrt 
dt^igns of tjbe Baptist, I held liiy partial telescope to hi» 
eye, through whwii he looked with great aftentkm, and a» 
be looked said, '^-What a presumptuous wretch is thi8> t» 
take upcm him< to reprove me ! Me, who am his lord and 
master, and can soon destroy both him and his father's 
house. Must Herod be reproved by this despmabde fellow 
with the rough garment? Is it now so low with CaeflERr'» 
dbputy, the tetravch of Galilee, that he ntuH mil<]fy bear 
t!te itifiole&e^ of every snariing peasant ? No, it is inoofluis- 
t^iit Willi bar digidty, te let such daring Mdneas pass with 
mptxiAVf. If a <k>trftier, or nobleman ck»tiied ineoftvai. 
WMit, badl^^ebalitt^ fiberty with me, it mk^ havebeeo 
'%ofite. Blit'ttrthis&id.pMadi^Tl Tiiia Baptist^ hah r 
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By this timi^ the great Revenge, that famous devil, 
whose history is so tragical, thought it time for him to ap- 
pear at cdur^ and as soon e^a he judged it convenieat. thus 
«icco3ted the offendell king. '< My lord the king, if your 
highness suffers such insolence as this to go unpunished, 
^our nobles will contemn j^ou; every paltry priest will say. 
Yonder gees the incestuous Herod ; «ay, the very publicans, 
«Dd Serodians will ttllege, that you ard* unworthy of the 
•dignity you sustain, and will censure your pusillaninfit^y, ia 
letting such daring insolence pass with impunity. Remem- 
her, my lord, diat if wide-moUthed fame should, as is very 
dikely, report the matter in Csesar's ear, it is ten to pne but 
he will cashier you, either for your reputed incest, or your 
want of magnanimity. Sir, for your honor's sake, cast 
John into prison," Herod was easily persuaded, mad John 
was committed to jail. 

On mature deliberation, however, he was afraid of put» 
ting him <to death, for he knew that the people had a good 
•opinion of* the renowned Bapftist ; therefore he lived ia 
qprison, notwithstanding Revenge made daily sdlicilation for 
his blood: On every occasion when he met with Herod, he 
thus, accosted him, " Well, sir, is the Baptist dead yet i 
What ! not yet, sir ? What do you mean by sparing him so 
long, sir?. 1 assure you, sir, he ought to die for his inso. 
lence. Sir, his crime is no less than high treason against 
your person." Thus he plied him daily. 

h happened, at a certain time, that Herod made a great 
festival in honor of his own name, which festival proved 
&tal to the innocent Baptist ; for, ever siooe he had given 
^offence, .the devil Revenge had taken up his lodgings with 
llerodias the tetrarchess. She very well knew how fool- 
ishly precipitate Herod was woBt to be in his wine, and 
how much his eye was to he allured with a well-performed 
xiance, especially if performed by a handsome young lady« 
Not at all doubting but Heroc&na her daaghter, woidd cap- 
tivate the king, so far as to bring about the much desired 
death of John the Baptist, she decked her ia superb array, 
instructed her what to ask, if be should be pleased with her, 
then led her into the ball, where Herod and his nobles wer^ 
<carousing* There she footed (he hornpipe with such ex. 
wetness, that the miBtakea eye of the tetrarcb took her for 
VL divinity^ and awore thait he Would offer a great sacrifica 
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to her, to the value of one-half of his kingdom, if her high* 
tiess would only deign to inform him what sacrifices were 
most acceptable to her- Sh6 replied, " Human sacrifices are 
my delight. Give me, then the Baptist's head in a charger.'* 

Now there began a horrid scuffle in the tel,rarch*8 breast, 
if he fulfilled not his oath, he thought he lost his reputation 
with his nobles, who sat at the table with him ; and if he did 
behead John Baptist, according to his oath, he exposed btm^ 
•elf to the resentnfWint of the people. 

In the midst of this scuffle^ in came Revenge, and ad- 
dressed the king — " I assure you, sir, John deserves a thou- 
sand deaths, for his insolence to your highness.'* '* Besides, 
said Fastos'us, who was then at court, the great tetrarch 
hath no way led but this to preserve his own charadter un- 
blamed." Then cried Herod, " Who will go for us to prison^ 
and behead the Baptist." To which Crudelis replied, " Here 
am I, iertd me." Accordingly, having obtained Herod's con- 
tent, (for we can do nothing against mankind but by their 
own consent,) he went and beheaded Immanuel's harbinger. 

Thus, gentlemen, you see, that by my famous instru- 
ments, false reasoning and prejudice, 1 cause offence to be 
taken where there is none intended. John only fulfilled hid 
divine mission, and sought the good of the tetrarch, by call- 
ing him to repentance ; but my mirror interpreted his hon- 
esty into ti^achcry and insolence ; which clearly *shows that 
it changeth the appearance, quite contrary to the nature o( 
things. But, reverend uncle, I prevent your proceeding with 
your story. 

Infidelis. The cumbersome Baptist thus dispatched, we 
united all our forces against jmmanuel himself, who was by 
ttie Jews called Jesus of Nazareth. Many were the con* 
ferences which we had with the Jewish rabbins, doctors, 
priests, scribes, and pharisees, in which all Our debates turned 
upon that object of our cotnmon hatred. The high-priest, 
Fastosus, Malevolous, and me, were always placed at the 
head of the assembly, and every article was finally referred 
to us for decision. The venerable high-priest addressing 
himself to me, asked what I thought concerning the pre- 
tensions of this Galilean ? To whom I replied, " If it please 
your reverence, I think he is an arrant impostor ; for his 
father you know, and his mother you know, his brethren 
and sisters are they not all with you ? But, eontinued I, when 
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Messiah shall ^eome^ no man can tell whence he eotnett^ 
nor whither he ^oeth." Gentlemen, you will always know 
niy style by its elegance^ wherever ycai meet with it, should 
it be even in the volume of revelattoo. 

FASTotoJs. I well remember these thtogs, and the learned 

oration which* at that time^ I .made in the Sanhedrim ;, and 

now we are associated in such a friendly manner, 1 have a 

good mind to repeat it to you. You have it in the following 

manner : " Hearlj^n to me, ye righteous teachers of the law, 

the virtuous governors of the Lord's inheritance, «nd I will 

unfold to jou a Just state of the matter. You all know that 

Ihe expected Messiah sh<Jl descend from a virgin princess, 

of the lineage of David ; but is this the son of a princess t Is 

his mother a virgin, being the wife of a carpenter?" Here 

you will observe "how I led them off from fhe truth, "by at- 

tending to appearances rather than reality ; for Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, was actually a princess of >theline of Dayid, 

though x>bscjure^ and actually a virgin when he was con- 

43eived, 4hou^h after that the wife of a ^carpenter. fSvery 

icircumstance attending his biilh, corresponded exactly with 

ancient predictions recorded in the BiMe ; Jthough by the 

way, it was by Xio means suited to the expectation of the 

Jews. £ut, to my great mortification, I must ocHifess, that 

although the great men of the earth rejected him, the angels 

•of heaven descended to hymn their jnew.lxHrn Lord. The 

(Constellations .of the iirmament showed forth the l)irth of 

Messiah. Eastern sages heard the proclamation off the stars, 

and came to the<city of Bethlehem., to oSer joblatioqs to the 

incarnate source of life. 

So very clear indeed are the Old Testament prophecies^ 
<concerning this affair, that the generality of the iews were« 
At that time, 'in fuH jexpectation.of the coming of Messiah; 
4herefbreit required great address sufRciently to ^blind thcfir 
,eyes, that they should not see and know him when'hecamei 
to which purpose my speech was wondeifully adapted. 
-^^ You knaw^ and all the holy rabbins know,^ confinued 1, 
<< that Messiah shall come io power and gveat glory ; shall 
1)reak the iron yoke of Roman servitude from on your necka^ 
and exalt the throne of Bavid, his illustrious ancestor, high 
Above the thrones of the kings. of .the (eavth, giving to his 
iiappy subjects, dominion and great gIory,^subjecting to your 
^ojvecmnent, .all those who wish your destruction. Woi:lhjr 
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assembly, said I, you have chosen the great Fastesus as your 
president and director. Hearken, therefore, to me, and I 
will show you my opinion conclsfning your expected Me$* 
siah, and his appearance among you. it is most probable, 
that when he comes, he will be born of illustrious parents, 
in the family of David, and when grown mstiure in years, 
you, nrjay expect to' see meet in. him, a combination of all 
great and good qualities. By his wisdom and prowess, he 
^ill rekindle the martial spirit of the Jewish warriors, lead. 
pg the armies of Israel to glory and conquest, and his throne 
shall l^ exalted above allthe kingdoms of the earth. Yoq 
may therefore expect, that when Messiah shall come to your 
deliverance, you shall see an illustrious prince, attended by 
a warlike retinue, breathing ven^eapce against your encr 
nsies. But can this be him? could the Messiah, think you, 
find Qobody but poor shepherds to be the publishers of his 
birth ? Hqre likely, if Jesus had indeed been the Messiah, 
he would have made choice of your reverences for his her. 
aids. Can it ever be supposed, my yene^able rabbins, that 
an obscure person, attended by a few despicable fishermed, 
can have any legal pretensions to the vacant throne of ilius. 
trious David ? Or can it eypr be thought that the §on of a 
iGralilean carpenter^ attended by a few pf the riff-raflror th0 
people, is likely to restore the kingdom to Israel? 
. Besides, continued 1, let him be what he may, it would 
bring dishonor on the princes of Israel shoylc) they submit 
|o be governed by the son of a mechanic. 

Who knows bujt the coming of Messiah may be yet biore 
^oriQiis, and ye shall see the heayens open ovef your heads, 
he shall appear in the firmament, guarded on right and left, 
by innumerable battaljons of armed seraphi;, with whom |^e 
inay descend and stajid upon the mount of Olives, t)efore he 
shall make his triumphant entry into the holy metropolis of 
iFewry ! Then shall he dispatch hi^ flaming soldiers, with 
full commission to kill, destroy, and cause to perish, allsucb 
stubborn Gentile$, who refuse to submit to the Jewish em- 
pire, now becon^e uqiyersal. Your enemies all destroyed 
great shall be your felicity and glory, for he $halt ^^eign 
amoQg you in righteous^e§s, peace^ f^nd glorious pi^periiy, 
))nto a|l generations. 

iTo whom, toy worthy raJiWs vdl he come, bat to such 4 
g9iiei»tioQ of righteous moq a^ jrpHr»efve»t Ye yotir^elteir 



are witnesses ofyourowo righteousness and devotioQ. None 
say Jong prayers ; none give alms more publicly than you 
do. So great is your zeal for ^ligion, that ye rob widows* 
houses for the good of the church. So pious your.example^ 
that my life. for it, it will be imitated by the clergy in after 
ages. Your wicked ancestors fell very far short of your piety ; 
for they killed the prophets, and stoned them who were sent 
unto them ; butyour reverences so far abominate their mur.» 
derous deeds, that you build and beautify their sepulchres^ 
You may safely conclude, that you are the ifghteous genci* 
ration to whom the Messiah will come.*' Thus I swelled 
their expectations so very great,^ that, when the real Mes» 
siah was actually among them, they reviled him as the worst 
of impostors. 

iNnoELis. The great Fastosus and ttie, having showed 
oar opinion, the devil Malevolus was humbly requested to 
speak his mind. And he, by thifii time, wad in a transport 
of rage ; boisterously cried out, « Away with him for an im^ 
posing villain ! If h^ were the Messiah, would you ever 
find him coming out of Galilee I Search, aQid you will see 
that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet ; neither can any good 
thing come from thence. Were I in your placed, I would! 
rather be subject to the Romans for ever, than suffer this 
fellow to reign over me. I bate hit person; I hate his at» 
tendants ; I hate his laws and doctrines ; and, above all, I 
hate his pretensions to the Cfown of Israel. It were low 
times with you indeed, if aQ obscure oarpeikter should be 
exalted to the throne, to rej^ over the hotd*B inheritan.Ge.'' 

Fastosus. It is time fi>r us to attend ouf industrtotia sub» 
jects. Shall we meet here to-morrow, at noon, as usual ? 

4Ki Agreed^ sir. We will me^. 
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DIALOGUE X. 

▲LL THJB piALOGSANS PBBSEHT. 

As soon as the iB^ernal gentry decappiecl^ 1 went home, 
and found our parish priest at my hous9. I thought this a 
good opportunity of acquaiuting him with my adventure : 
but he concluded, with the rest of my neighbors, that my 
brain was disturbed, and that those imaginary gentry were 
only the fruits of distraction. However^ as I thought my- 
self capable of judging between imagination and reality, I left 
the parson to his mistake ; went to my closet to correct what 
I had taken down in the former part of the day ; and got ail 
ready by the next day at noon, to listen to the sable gentry. 
Exactly at noon they came ; for I found them exceedingly 
punctual one with another* As soon as they were seated on 
their ebon thrones, they resumed their discourse; and Infi- 
delis thus began. 

Infidelis, . it happened that the venerable rabbins held 
another council, to assist at which, the devils, Falax and 
Perfidiosus were invited, in this august assembly, the main 
thing to be considered was, by what possible means, right or 
wrong, they might persecute and destroy Jesus of Nazareth 
from the face of the earth. The great rabbins and djpctora, 
by this time, began to fear that if some decisive ^fep was 
not speedily taken, all the country would become Nazarene^. 
This induced them to apply to those worthy spirits, (who are 
known to b^ e^ellent contrivers) and fervently solicit their 
assistance. And, as they are by no means bashful, they very 
soon gave the high sanhedrim satisfaction. 

<« YeneraUe rabbins, said they, we; are apprehensive that 
at will be very difficult to aceompUsh any thing against this 
Jesus of Nazareth, unless we ean stir up enemies agaiosl 
him, among those of his own household, and cause some, 
whp eat bread at his table, to lift up their heel against 
faim ; lor you all know his conduct is perfectly unblamable. 
Now we have, at no greaf distance, a notable limb of the 
devil, trained up in all the mazes of deep deceit and treach. 
ery, fitted for such perdition. Him will we persuade to in- 
gratiate himself into the favor of Jesus, and to become ona 
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of his train. When this is done, he shall act thy traitor, and 
betray him into your hands, nothing doubting but you will 
then take care to destroy his Hfe, how innocent soever he 
may me." 

"Certainly we will, rejoined the high priest ; for it is ex- 
pedient that one should- die for the people." Accordingly 
the devil ^as dispatched to this son of treachery, whose name 
was Judas Iscariot, who, being a plodding covetous man, in 
hope of getting a bag of raoney^ took his instructions from 
Pertidiosus, went and joined himself to the train of Jesus, 
and obtained a part in the apostolic ministry. In the mean 
time, we, and. the auxiliary Jews, did all inourppwertopre* 
vent the advancement of his evangelic kingdom, by bring* 
ing the person and ministry of Jesus into^s much contempt 
M possible. We represented him as a glutton, a drunkard, a 
Samaritan, a wizard ; and, in short, every thing that was 
bad. His doctrine we represented as subversive of* the law } 
ootwithstanding we knew him to be holy, harmless, and un- 
defiled, separate fVom sinners ; that he came to magnify the 
law, and make it honorable. Because his works were such 
as carried their own evidence with them, and which could 
by no means be contested, we persuaded many of the Jews, 
that they were performed by the power of B&elzebub» 
Others, who were better informed, being stirred up by the 
devil Malevolus, out of pure malice, fell in with the com- 
mon cry, and defamed him as one who had intercourse with 
Satan; and thus they sealed themselves ours ; as we need 
never fear losing a man after he is capable of such transact 
tions. 

Immatou. And who were they chiefly, father, who thus 
acted the devil's part so perfectly as to sin unpardonably ? 
* Infi DELIS. Not the vulgar j who know not the law, 1 assure 
you ; but men of priestly reverence, gentlemen in holy or- 
ders, gentlemen venerable for their erudition and literature ; 
the doctors in divinity, the scribes of the law, the religious 
Pharisees, were the men, and their descendants have in every 
age been their humble imitatprs. It is unknown how much 
the devil has been obliged to gentlemen of the gown, and 
to scholiasts in general. 

It happtened, in process of time, our friend Judas found 
an opportunity to betray him into the hands of the principal 
priests, for the goodly reward of thirty pieces of silver ; for 
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even Judaa Woald not «erve the devil for nothing* At thtt 
aame time my son Slavish Fear, who is a spirit of gigantic 
«tature, fell upon and routed all hia followers, so that none 
t>f thein remained with him in his last temptations. As soon 
as Immanuel was seized and fettered, they led him in tri- 
umph, to prison and judgment, where our steady friends, 
Hatred and Falsehood, were appointed witnesses against him 
in behalf of the commonwealth. So very hard did they 
«wear against him, that he was brought in guilty of death, 
as had been agreed on beforehand^ As soon as the jury of 
priests brought in their verdict, the. devil Crudelis, aud Pi- 
late, who. sat judge, arose and gave sentence against him ^ 
Which, for its singularity, I shall repeat/ 

J . That the Jewish plowers should make their furrows 
long and deep in his devoted flesh. 

2. That his face should be marred with shame and spit- 
ling. 

3^ That his cheek should be bruised by the slavish hand 
of thta barbarous smiter. 

4. That he Should be delivered oyer, for i^rther tormeat, 
lo those who pluck off the hair. 

5. That, in mark of the greatest contempt, his temples 
should be torn with a mock crown of piercing thorns. 

6. That he should be crushed to the earth beneath the 
weight of the cross, to which he was to be nailed for exe- 
cution. 

7. That, in his extreme torture, he should have no drink^ 
but the sourest vinegar mixed with galU 

8. That, in the most barbarous manner which devilS) 
priests, and soldiers could devise, his ma^gle'd body should 
be stretched upon and nailed t6 the accursed wood And, 

9. As unworthy of either, that he should be lifted up be- 
twjxt heaven and earth, a spectacle to devils and meiT| and 
there hang till he was dead. 

As soon as the sentence was denounced, the devil Mcdev- 
olus cried out, " Away with him ! Soldiers, away with him ! 
Come, let us truciiy him. His sentence is by far too miW. 
Away with the varlet to Calvary." So they led him away 
to crucifixion. 

At the same time pur infernal nobility were struck with 
citnazement, at the seeming power which man had gained 
over ImmaBuel ;; and great Beelaebub, io the midst of 
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astooishment, thus addressed his senators : « Once was the 
memorable lime that we made such an attempt to subvert 
the government of God, by resisting the power of Immanuel ; 
but great was our defeat and dismal our overthrow. Our 
designs were not only frustrated, but we ourselves, in the 
height of our con^ibn, fiercely burled from the resplendent 
summit of primeval glory, into the yawning gulf of unfath. 
omable perdition, ^here we are still reserved in these hor- 
rible chains, to the jodgment of the. great and terrible day : 
— a day, the very thoughts of which make this noble frame 
of mine to tremble as the quaking asp. • But how it comes 
to pass I know not, these earth-born sons of ours seem ex. 
<ieeidingly to surpass us^n power: for Isawlmmanuel stand 
-fettered at their bar; dumb as a sheep, before her shearers^ 
he opened not his mouth. I am much afraid there is some 
hidden mystery in it. What is this ? ■ My un- 
daunted rnind is not wont to mi^iv^ me thus! W hat 

can this unusual tremor, which now invades my heart por- 
tend ? — I hate timidity, and yet I cannot help fearing that 
this commotion of my intellects, is ominous of sodie event> 
fiital to our interest. 

^I cannot deem it possible that the Ood of hearren tmd 
earth would patiently subnut to such indignities, had he not 
tovae ends to answer by it„ to which we at present, are 
strangers. Oflen hftve I prophesied true ; but O . may my 
prophetic mind be mistakened in its present timorous fore- 
bodings ! Meanwhile, let' us, my infernal brethren, harden 
ourselves in despair ; for it is iioiw long since hope took 
wing and fled from these dreary 'mansions. Strong in fury, 
and fired with revenge, let us quit ourselves like devils and 
avowed enemies of righteousness. As for me, I hold it good 
that we instantly i!y to the assistance of our devoted friends 
the Jews. Having this unexpected opportunity, let us not 
&U to improve it to the bestt advantage ; let it not be owing 
to our negligence, if the state of Immiuiuel be not oveiw 
"turned. Let us not have the hell to reflect, that w6 omitted 
anything which might tend to promote the intearefirt of dark- 

Great Beelzebub flnishing here, aod his m6tion being 
uniyarBally approved of, all the legions (^ reprobate angeli^ 
aftnv «XGepted| who men l^ft tolookaJieriheafliiirs of the 
damned, took wing foveaiith«<to aMaal at^«o very aawotngan 
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execution. Arrived at Calvary, they formed thenu^elves 
into an invisible rin^ around the elevated cross, where, to 
their unspeakable astonishment and wonder, hung Immanuel, 
the maker of the world ; and you may be, assured they did 
not fail* as far as it was In the power of fallen spirits, to 
torment his oppressed sou). Ay, ay, so successful were we 
devils, priests, and soldiers that day, that no less wa»hop.ed 
for than a decisive victory over the Son of God. 

But, how shall I speak it ? to tho^everlasttng mortification 
of the infernal peers, just as Immanuel was^ to all appear- 
ance, ready to expire, on a sudden he exerted his mighty 
power, seized old Beelzebub and dashed him against the 
cross, then casting him to the earth, h^ qo bruised the head 
of the serpent with his heel, that there is great reason to be- 
lieve he will never recover as long as he lives. It would 
have grieved the heart of the very Crudelis himself, to see 
the abuse which our great and venerable parent received on 
that occasion. 

Impiatok. Well, sire, I cannot but Ihink how truly the 
prophetib mind of Beelzebub foreboded his misfortune. Bat 
what were the rest of the chiefs a-doing? Why did not all 
the veterans flee to his assistance I 

Infidblis. a pertinent question, indeed, considering by 
whom it IS made, my son. But I assure you, we were never 
so greatly mistaken in our days as at that iitae. For when 
we thought ourselves sure of the victory, to our sad expe- 
rience we learned, that Immanuel was the strongest in 
death. For even when he was dying, he laid us all under 
the most perfect arrest ; bone of us could take one step, 
either backward or forward,. but as he gave permission ; ao 
that, being spoiled of all our power, we could not help our« 
selves, much less the afflicted prince. This done^ he cried 
out with a voice which shook the very foundations of both 
earth and hell, << It is finished," and was then conveyed by 
death into an invisible state. 

This done, once more we thought the day our own. But 
here, I cannot omit that fearful stagnation of nature which 
happened then, and the set of new preachers which were 
introduced. For, .when all, under our influence had forsaken 
Immanuel, who was hetrayeld by one, denied by another, 
and forsaken by all his preachers, the indignant sun could 
not endure that sight ; as if angry and ashamed at the pro. 
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t^eedings of the sons of men; lie covered his face with a sa* 
ble cloud, and denied one smiling ray to the delinquent cartk 
whilst his Lord was. ignominious I y crucified* As if it had 
been seisted <mih uncommon rtrenftor, the «arth itself fell 
inlo a fit of ^violent convulsions, the mountains reeled, the 
rocks, rent, the graves opeaed, the dead arose, and all to 
preach the su^rings of the God of aature. An invisible 
hand rent the veil of the temple, that cloth of extraordinary 
texture, in twain, from the top to the bottom ; and a voice 
was heard to say, << The glory 'is departed from Israel, and 
now the most holy place is laid open." 

Death having conveyed Immanuel to its lonely mansions, 
the resolute, though maimed Beelzebub, our great prince, 
recovered himself as much as was possible, his head being in- 
-curably broken ; mustered his maimed forces and went to 
the assistance of Death, if possible, to keep .Immanuel fast 
prisoner in the silent tomb. Nothing doubting, but if this 
•could be, we should render all Uiat he had heretofore done 
and sQjiered, null and void. The better to succeed in this 
important enterprise, we sealed the door of the sepulchre 
end set a watch of faithfisil soldiers, instructed by the chief 
of the Jewish priests; and dtill to make the security stronger^ 
every /fiend did his utmost to impose weights on the buried 
body of Immanuel, to prevent his resurrectk)n from the soli* 
ta«y grave. 

But, to our eternal confusion, on *he third day of his in- 
Jirisible state, he arose, shook himself from the dust, came to 
the door of the sepulchre,, burst it open, and laid hold on 
Death, who stood as sentifiel next to the door of the tomb, 
trampled him under his feet, and, by maia force, wrenched 
from him his poisonous sting, that sad repository of all his 
strength. This done he said, " Heaceforth, monster, hast 
thou no power over the people for whom 1 have died.'* Thea 
lie broke impetuously through all the lines of martial infer- 
nals, wrho stood in firm phalanx around the tomb, and seized 
the lately iwounded chief, who was very ill with a fever in 
his mind, arising , from Ms disaster upon Mount Calvary. 
He took the fiend, the great BeelaKebuhi chained him to the 
atle of his chariot, mounted his sea(» and rode triumphantly 
through the gathering <:ro(wds df joyful saints, who on golde^ 
pinions descended from heaven, in solemn strains, to hymn 
.their all-conquering and triumphant Redeemer. 

M 
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O my friends, my dear infenaals, it must have pierced 
your hearts with the most poignant sorrow, to see him drag- 
ged in triumph through all the hosts of saints and angels, 
who fearless stood in hliizing ranks to see the longed for 
solemnity ; and, at the same time, to see our beloved friend 
Death lie gasping for life at the door of the sepulchre. Great 
was the confusion of the infernal brigades, when they saw 
their principalities spoiled, and Death and Satan so terribly 
handled ; ye€^ so tremendous was their amazement, that to 
escape the ayienging hand of ^isen Immanuel, they retreated 
even to the nethermost depths of hell, and his scattered dis- 
ciples again resorted to his erected standard, fiut the 
greatest disappointment and consternation was, when we 
understood that after all our diligence and hazardous exploits, 
we, with our auxiliary priests, &c. had done nothing, but 
what the hand and counsel of God had predetermined should 
be done ; that by our seeming victory over Immanuel, be 
had for ever subdued us under his feet ; and that all our 
iiatred, envy and cruelty, was fully recompensed uKe «Kur 
own bosoms ; now deeper damned than ever. 

AvABO. Ha ! father, these were troubles indeed, such m 
do not happen every day : but it is not for us to desist from 
templing when our designs miscarry ; then ahould we not 
act the part of desperadoes, such as we are. 

IiTFiDELis. Ah, gentlemen, great was the cause of my 
dismay ; for Immanuel gave such demonstration of his 
Messiahship,^ tliat all which was written in the prophets 
concerning him, was exactly fulfilled in his life and death. 
Yea, sa very striking was the evidence^ that many cried, 
« Truly this is a just man ;** and others, « Truly tk« is the 
8on of God." Therefore 1 greatly feared that all the world 
would become believers in him, and consequently shake off 
my yoke. But I was much obliged to my good friends, the 
Jewish clergyiiien ; for their reverences great^ befriended 
me, and warmly espoused my tinteresi ; exerted their utmost 
^wer to estitblish ihe thrdoe of great Infklelis, and to de- 
stKoy the early seeds of Chrfetianity, sown by Imfnanael, 
and now ^beginning k> grtm. 

ImiteiMHeA havmg, in opposition to afl the powers of datfc* 
MKs^ £nished tlie w^rk for ^ieh he came down to^ie eiath, 
h% tiiuffipktttitly aseeaded to Ina mtm heaven, to tte psi- 



meval embraces of his Eternal Father, and assumed all the 
ensigns of empyrean glory. 

Soon after this, the high festival of pentecost drew on, aikl 
I, as formerly, attended at Jerusalem, in the midst of many 
thousands, who, according to the law, came tip to worship 
upon that occasion, not only from Judea, but from nations 
very remote. I dreaded no harm at the hands of a few illit- 
erate fishermen, having not been informed that any of the 
rulers, or of the scribes and pharisees, had believed in Jesus ; 
and therefore was at no pains to prevent the multitude 
coming up to the solemnity as usual. But here was another 
shock my kingdom sustained ; for Peter, the fisherman, Whd< 
so very lately, like a dastard, impiously dented his Lord with 
profane oaths, now filled with the holy Ghost, stood up in 
the midst, and clearly proved that Jesus was the very Mes- 
siah ; and upon this occasion played off the heavy artillery 
of Sinai on the consciences of my people, which was attended 
with success so fatal to me, that no less than three thousand 
were pierced through the heart at once, and fell on the field 
of action. Now it was that my evil apprehensions were 
again alarmed,, plainly perceiving, that the . artUlery of the 
world was levelled against my person^ and that the first end 
of the gospel was the subversion of my diabolical govern- 
ment. However, I drew up all the forces which 1 possibly 
CQuld, in the hurry of that surprise, my soldiers crying oat 
as they 'gave the volley, " These men are drunken with new 
wine." It was but a poor opposition to doctrine so powerful, 
I allow ; but it was the best that could at that time be made ; 
for we were obliged to retreat in much confusion, and leave 
the Christian fishermen masters of the field. 

As soon as we were a little recovered from the disorder 
into which that unexpected misfortune had plungect us, f 
summoned a council of war, in which the self-righteous 
Jews were the principal, next to our infernal train. I my- 
self gave special orders, that some method should be con* 
certed effectually to destroy the name of Jesus ; foi^, said I, 
<< If we let them alone^ all the people will believe in their 
doctrine." In, this council it was resolved, to raise an army 
of those who were the greatest adversaries to the name of 
Jesus, to whom orders should be given to kill, destroy, and 
cause to perish, all who believed in this way, until the 
Christian religion should be banished from the face of the 
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cfartbiS Tbi» army was Raised, and the command given tx> 
Saul of Tarsus ; at that time a itiigbty zealot for us, and 
#ho, for a season, made dreadftil havoc of all that believed 
contrar}' to the faith of the priest^:- For it ought tO' be ob- 
served, that the opinion of the priests ' haa been esteemed 
true orthodoxy, and the onVy faith, iii all ages and countri^. 

But here another sad disappointment and loss befel mei 
ibr as this sanoe captain Sautwas on his m^rch to Danias^ 
cus, to fight a pitched battle wkh the Christians, it so fell 
out that Immanuel himself, was taking a tour in the valley, 
to see how the pomeg^antes budded^ and falling in with 
trusty Saul on his journey, unveiled his ouu personal excel- 
lencies to him, and laid him^under an immediate arrest. As 
0Donas he saw the beauties of Imilianuel, be felt tlie most 
wncere- esteem for his person, and conceived the most ex- 
alted 'sentiments of his friendship and love. ¥ea, he Wa» 
#ven so much grieved that ever he had drawn his sword 
against him, that he renounced the service of InfidehV or 
the spot, took the oath of att^giance to Jesus, and thence- 
forward hated my person and government with the most 
perfect hatred, and did what he could to overturn our state 
and subvert our government. 

Immanuel having the most tender regard for Saul, gave 
him a new name written upon a white' stone, appointed-hinr 
one of hnrpridie mimsters^ and sent him < on*: ant enrbiiassy* to 
my stibjects to negociate a revolt from me. 

You cannot conceive the astonishment the Jewish clergy 
were in, when swiil. winged fame arrived and blowed abroad 
in every street, that Sanl, who was -formerly so zealous for 
our interest, was now become a ringleader of the sect of 
Nazarenes, and was likely to do u»- more mischief than all 
who had gone before hirh.. 

By tbis- time several of the Jewish jrabbins rebelled' 
i^gfttnst me, and joined themselves to the Nazarenes, who 
BOW made it their whole business to go from place to places 
exhorting my subjects to revolt, exposing my deformity and 
devilishness, to all they met with. O ! those were trying 
^imes ; for notwithstanding we had forces out against them 
in every quarter of the worlds to impede their progress, the 
word of God by their means prevailed ih such a manner, 
that it was^ beyond our power to suppress it : for, if we 
burned oAb Nazarene, two more presently sprang up out of 
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his aslies. Even Rome itself, then the metropolis of the 
world and seat of pagan virtue ; and Athens, where Minerva 
waa said to have heen trained up, was soon infested with this 
uew doctrine, and very considerable numbers iii them durst 
oppose ouF government, and dispute our title to empire ; even 
alleging that the wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God, and that all pagan virtue i» but dross and dung in 
comparison of the gospel of Christ Jesus. 

However, to .cut my story as short as may be, after nc^any 
hundred thou/tonds of the Nazarenes were slain, my subL 
jects. became weary of the war. By this time they saw 
clearly, that persecuting them to death only served to in. 
crease their number and strength ; so that if those restless 
devOs, Malevolus and Crudelis, would have been quiet, they 
would gladly have dropped their weapon, and agreed to a 
cessation of hostilities with the Christians. 

Ihpiator. Little, judgment as I ank allowed to have of 
historical affairs, I myself have seen what effect opposition 
usttally hath upojfi that class of people ; for if in any place 
where my standard is. more eminently elevated, there hap« 
pened to be any of that sect, you shall find them more fer. 
vent in their study of virtue, and ^alous in their opposition 
to me, than ia those provinces, where Morality or Civility 
preside. Ah I geotleineo, we haive had trying times p^m 
oirer us. 

Infibslisu Trying times indeed. For nptwithstmiding 
the fervent ze^l of Malevolus. and Crudelis, the many sore 
campaigns they had served so enervated their arms, thcit,, 
although theiiT principles remained implacable, they were 
even obliged to sit down in despair of ever being able to 
extirpate th^ religion of Jesus from the world. 

But my fertile brain soon produced fresh devices. Seeing 
many of my temples forsaken, and. my idols wijthout mercy 
thrown to the pavement, t began to thiols of other ezpedienta 
to impede the progress of Christianity. I labored to intro^ 
duce Edse, and her handmaid Prosperity, am>ng the Qhd^'* 
tiaiis,not without hqpMBjthat when they were full tl)ey woujd 
forget their GodL The better to favor this, di^ep contri vanoe, 
I persaad^d the valiaq^t Crudelis to scabbard, his. sword for n 
season, and leave tbe people of our heart to the possession 
of their tranquillity. 

It was^not long; that this scheme had b^en put m BPiC- 

M2 
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tice, ere I began to reap the fruit of my wisdom ; for Bate 
and Prosperity wrought m6re to my advantage) than all the 
exouraiODS of the; devil Crudelis, When they were at eaae 
from the. lash of persecution, they were foolish enough to 
^uaa^fel among themselv'es, gmevously bit and devoured one- 
afipther, the cause of their strife for the mosft part being, 
w^o should be the greatest. 

Fastosus* a very important question, much caavasseds 
l>ut never as yet resolved ^ Had I b^pn a clergyman instead 
of a devil, I had certainly been a great casuist in this pftit 
of school theology. Never 'was a point of doctrine more 
belabored certainly than this, and never were people more 
divided in sentimentis than about this resolution, even from. 
Uio great ohurch of Turkey down to the smallest dissenting 
eongregatiiMv The divines of the established church in 
Turkey stand stiiHy to it,, that Mahomet and theniselves. 
ought to presidis over all the believing world. The doctors, 
of France, Spain and Italy, ai^ as firmly persuaded tbat 
pre-eminence is due to none b|ii his holiness and themselves ; 
and that all who c^re not of the same opinion, ave eertaiiily 
in a state of damnation. 

As for their reverence& in £pg4and, thsingh they mH 
d^njr no honor to his popeship, which really ia;hi«diie, they> 
will submit to none as the leading priest but his^ Graee of 
Canterbury, and consider that chnrch which they are the 
pillars of, as the pnrest establishment that the lower world 
can boast of. Others indeed there are who greatly q^uestioQ 
his Grace's right to preside,, and therefore refuse to bow to 
his mitre and therefore resoliring to be enslaved 4a their 
Own way. Hence, although the reverend members of the 
associate synod cannot in conscience submit to the cok^ 
rupt governors, of the kirk of Scotland, all of whom tbej 
have long since recommended to the care of the devil^ 
Ipuch less can they bow to a melrepolitan, whom they cuR 
tfie image of the pope, they can. very cordiidly subnnt te^ 
the govemmefnt ef the reverend Mr^ Adam Gibb; becftoae 
^ey themselves had the pteastfre of ehoosing IlittK Tliet 
ffo^s a gpreat #ay. AM hence it is every society hfls ice. 
Pc»t^. The venetftWe ««<»«^ of «*r«<««- at '^-^'^ aalMnit i^ 
iiatne KWidn to the |i6ht«*«^^ ; ittd the *--«^ ef ^«*'*— iMhe 

rev. ; so that, iti i^ not submission itself that il tb^Nc^ 

rt \li^ih ttUck m tlM M(*i ef 41 ;. fer ^gMi»Mm iMI W 
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submissive enough, may they but choose a pope for them- 
selves. But remember this, whoever is chosen the pope of 
a party, is by his partisans always deemed the greatest* 
For instance, at the fbundary, none is so great as the Rev. 
Mr. John Wesley, scnnetime fellow of Lincoln, Oxon. 4nd 
at the ' *.** none ever preached or wrote like the great 

•« J D. D. author of—, and of , and of — *-> d^c. 

&a ^c. But amongst them all, a very few are found, who 
consider Jesua Christ a^ the greatest, and who properly call 
hioi Master. 

Avasc^. 1 thought Immanuel bad settled that point lon^ 
ago. Did he not establish this rule for the observance of 
hu^ desciples, << Whospever will be great aniong you, let him 
be your minister ; and whosoever will be chief among you, 
let hifn be your servant." Did not the divines abide by bis 
determination ? 

FASToisus. No, Avaro. Qui^e the reverse : for the school- 
men will have it, that he who 10 chief shall be lord over hia 
brethren. By these means they have annexed a certain de- 
gree of nobility te their religion, which Jesus never intended 
to be jpined with his But we hinder (be reverend Infidelia 
proceeding with his story. ^ 

Infideus. Tlioae female fiends, the li^Sies Prosperity and 
faee, as plenipotentiaries for Beelzebub, made great prcipo- 
sals to ihe^k ; aid indeed they soon established kingdoms^ 
principalities, and powers, of the Chrisdan name. 

Then were lk^ Christians able to maintain themselvea 
against thdr pagan neighbon, my professed subjects. This 
I patiently bore, bel^ving that the martial spirit of the 
Chriatiaqs a little indulged for t^ke present, would greatly 
(Bake for our UEilereat and the final establishment of my 
kingdom. 

Those reveie^d ladies, Prosperity and £ase, had not been 
k>Dg anoongst them, ere many who bore the Christian name 
were deshroua of eommg to terms of agreement with me ; 
but upon this express cendition, " That in the treaty of 
umity betwii^i them and me, it sjiould be stipulated that 
th0y still be ealled by the name of Christ, for it was now 
beoome waxMonn to bear the 9^me of another.*' Thia 
jreqiiest I thought veaaeoable enoi^b, and that to j^raat it 
would be BO i^iry crdat cone68stoi^ on itny part ; tbevefove:! 
l^Mufily agreet^eM the tveeity we» oonfiiimed. It iaai^ ^ 
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variable rule with me, that it is not very material whether a 
man is. called a Chf istiai> or not, provided I have but safe- 
possessioQ-brhis lieart^ fornaraes do oot^ change the nalnre- 
of things. . , - 

This amiable fiend, lady Pro&perity, rested not in hee 
pleasing operations^ until she had qpite reduced the oriental 
nations to such a- degree of reason, that they petitioned my 
personal return among them ; and as my loving subjeets, 
Mturned to* their allegiance. Having now secured the ori- 
ental, the splendid' lady and me undertook the oooquest cf 
tlie occidental church ; and, the better to succeed in our 
enterprise, we fixed our abode at Rome, famous both for an^: 
cienjl and modem paganism* As for me, I knew it was ne- 
cessary I should remain incognito, until a fai« opportunity 
should offer for my emerging out of darkness ; but my lady 
Prosperity decked herself iif her richest attire and openly 
resided among the Christians, who were so ravished with 
her excellent beauties,, that he was deemed the most happy 
man that could prevail with her eacc^iency to^take up her 
lodging in his house. Her ladyship, you know, ia not to b^ 
won by- every one who addresses her. Here she ac;{ed ac-^ 
cording to previous instructions, and made fipeo with the 
bishop's house as best suited to our purpose. 

Wonderful were the works which she performed there ; 
fbrj at hef first arrival, the bishop was no more than a plain, 
honest man^ having but one congregation kk his. diocese ; 
but fit«t she created him Reverend ; then his lordship ; then 
his graee; and af^erthat, his holiness^ ^c. Indeed^ the va9t 
dominion and immense revenues which she confersed on 
him, so swelled the haughty prelate, that, not contented with 
the honors then possessed, he claimed dominion over all as 
the father of the whole world. Even this was short of giv. 
kig content, unless he shoald also retgh over heaven and 
hell ; therefore he hath seized the gates of both, and lets 
in and out just whom he pleases. Nothing shovt of arro* 
gating to himself the prerogatives of the Alwiekty could 
satisfy his ambition, such as his holiness, infallibrlityy su. 
premacy, &cv The devil bimself never aimed at^ higher 
things, in the meanwhile, h^ ladyship, at ber leisure houM, 
waited on those who were of any aceount among the Chris* 
tians, who, for the most part, had nothing of Christianity but 
the name. Some, indeed, wero firmly attached to Immanusl^ 
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who could not be bribed eren by her largest offers ; but their 
number was comparatively small. Seeing the progress 
whie|i Prosperity- made, they went about the streets com- 
plaming in some such words as these : *• This harlot, Pros- 
pcrityrwill be the ruin of Christianity." 

In-process of time, I was sent for to the bishop's court, he 
bemg entirely reconciled to me. The worthy prelate re- 
ceived me with all the reverence due to my person, and laid 
before me a beloved scheme, which he had designed, and 
of which he dest-red my opinion. 

Having-maturely digested his plan, I replied, "Worthy 
and self-adoring sir, has your holiness power sufficient to 
defend your deityship, providing your divinity should be 
called m question ?" To which his holiness said, « Yes, yes, 
yes, I have, I have. There are several potent princes, who 
will conspire to^ make me' omnipotent. They will spend 
their substance; depopulate their domraions, destroy their 
bodie&j damn their own souls, and the souls of their sub- 
jects, m defence of my 'godhead. There are many wise 
priests also, who will contribute all their wisdom, for their 
own emolument, to make me omniscient or infallible." Hay- 
ing such an agreeable account of his holiness's affairs, I re* 
solved all hia^scruples at once, for thus I addressed himr 
** Mbstrsobrte ef all the priests, if thus^you are supported, I 
think all things go very ftivorably. Therefore lose no time 
in publishing to the world your excellent scheme of di- 
vinity; let it he proclaimed that henceforth your are no 
longer man." 

iMPiATon. His holiness^ was in the right of it tb diaolann 
humanity. What mortal man wa»everendoyt»ed with'such 
qualities as are his f- What mere man was ever infallible 1 
Not Peter, he fell low enough. Infallibility is an essential 
attribule of Godhead, and his holiness being possessed of 
that, must needs be God". What man ever did^ or ever will 
reign with despotic power over all the priests and princes 
of the earth; putting down one and exahing another at his 
pleasure, like his holiness. It is hy him that kings reign, 
and princes decree judgment ; and not by the Almighty, as 
formerly. Therefore his- holiness can be no mortal man. 
And yet a mortal god is a strange sort of character. 

Infidelis. The great priest thanked me formy good ad- 
iiice> secretly renounced the name of Jesus^ and swore alle- 
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giance to me ; called Tor Faiax, wliiom he chose ibr hiar 
scrivener, and Perfidiosus, whom he appointed sec retsxry. 
Then, with all convenient speed, issued forth an edict, in 
which it was declared—- 

1. That the word of God Is no longer of any force, to de- 
cide religious controversies ; but that the bare word of his 
holiness at Rome should determine in every caae. 

2. That no man, henceforward, should dare to search the 
scriptures, contrary to the resolution of the apostolic chair; 
the Bible being condemned as a book full of heresy and Pro- 
testant tenets ; containing many things pernicious to the 
souls of men, and very derogatory from the honor of holy 
mother church. 

3. That the pope's Bible, or canons, decrees, and legends, 
are to be held as the only rule of faith and" practice, exclu^ 
sive of all others, under pain of eternal damnation. 

4. That God, who made heaven aiid earth, hath no longer 
power to save or damn any man, without the pope's permis* 
sion ; and that the infallible bishop *of Rome would save and 
damn whom he should think proper. 

9t0 Notice' wa» given te^ aU whom it might concern, that 
the free pardons were already all expended. So that a fof- 
mer proclamation, made from another quarter, which held 
forth nothing but free pardons, is to be held null and void; 
and that, in future, no man may expect pardon, unless the 
full price is paid into the hand of a faithful priest, as dele* 
gate of his holiness. 

6. That the Holy Ghost is to be deemed incapable of the 
work of sanctification ; all the souls he hath undertaken to 
cleanse having been found with many spots upon them, be- 
fore they passed through his holiness's furnace, hereafter to 
be named. 

7. Advertisement: That his holiness the pope, has, at 
great expense, obtained a very large quantity of the most 
purifying fire in hell, together with a battalion of the most 
skilful furies of the pit to work the flames, both of which 
he hath placed in limbo, alias purgatory, where, for a pro. 
portionable sum promptly paid unto oneof his holiness's vas- 
sals, or priests, any Catholic spectre shall be burned as white 
as a bishop's hand. 

8. The better to encourage this bcanch of priestcraft, it 
was declared, that no case is quite desperate, but that of 
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those who abide by the Bible as the only rule of faith and 
practice. 

9. It was declared that the Almighty has do longer any 
power to support princes in theii* sovereignty, that power 
having devolved upon his popeship ; who, for the future, 
would exalt or debase princes^ as they proved steady or un* 
steady to his interest. 

10. It was enacted, that no man should ki the -least call 
in question the pope's divinity, his supremacy, and io^alli- 
bility ; and every person thus ofiending, should be deemed 
an atheist, a heretic and traitor, and as nach should be de- 
stooyed. 

Now, my brother, having thus far carried on my history, 
let me beg you to recite some part of yours. 

Fastosus, With all my heart, brother ; but it must be to. 
morrow morning. Our time is now«peni. BasineM mmt 
be attended, or it will wither axKi decay« 



DIALOGUE XI. 

AtJi THB DIJJiOOSAlW ntBSSRr. 

Fastos^s. Pray, Crudelis, what m this mighty a&tr^ that 
so highly tickles your fancy? Let your l^dred share in 
your ttirth, I beseech you. 

CR1TDEI.IS. Yesterday afternoon i was conjured up by 
^Squire Broadfield, to assist in the whipping of a poor man, 
who, being ready to perish with hunger, unluckily begged a 
morsel of bread at his door. But, before I give you an ao- 
count of the whipping, 1 shall first give you a specioMi of 
the gentleman^s character. 

'^uire firoadfield is a gentleman, and jnstiee ef peaee. 
He is worth five thousand poimds a year ; and that is «iougb 
to make him a gentleinan, ev&i if bis father hadbeen abeg- 
gar ; to make&im wise, though bona fool<; learned, altlKNigh 
a yerj dunce, indeed it must be owned, the principal part 
of his wonfhip^s eduoatiea was had wider Dr. Aiiupwood aad 
Dr. bowler, the eelebrated latiffs of In kemiel. Their mass, 
ins h#4)0rfiiedy 'Widenrtaniby and their wtim to liasMiepU 
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ed. But, five thousand a year, you know,.inak6s the studf 
^of the kennel truly classical. 

'Talk you of Orpheus to him, his Wocship proposes the 
virtue of Ringwood to youn consideration. Do you admire 
the ardor which flaipnes in the Jliads, his ^worship says^ no 
music like the voice of Jowler. Tell him of the majesty 
of Virgil, he will hid you mind well the. gait of his horse, 
what a majestic creature he is. An emperor, says He, 
might he proud to ride fiuch another. Ijo ^ou recommend 
the pleasures of solid learning to him, he is Jn raptures 
ahout the diversions of the chase. As yet, he iiath. avoided 
the yoke of matrimony ; not that he was ever an admirer 
of continence, few gentlemen being more convevsant with 
the fair sex than his worship. He keeps in his house a 
wanton train^of over'»fed servants, the superfluities of whose 
table would comfort the bowels of many indigent ; besides 
a pack of hounds, which devour more; than serves to main, 
tain all the poor in the parish workhouse. But this miserable 
;wretch, Mrho cannot work, because he is lame, and having 
410 parish to flee to for relief, chooseth to beg rather than 
steal, for which his worship ordered him to be severely 
iwhiptbymy good son .the beadle, until he shall be made 
"ivilling, either to steal for a living, or to die of hunger. 

Impiatoh. 1 am not certain^ that John Retch^ Esq. of 
&tal character, had any hand in procuring the law for whip- 
ping beggars ; but certainly it adds greatly to his revenue. 
Nor am I certain that it ,was>made on purpose to drive 
vagrants from begging to stealing, in order more speedily to 
ease the ; nation of such a burden ; but certain I . am, it 
greatly helps to fill up the Tyburn Chronicle. But what 
more,- cousin? 

Crudrlis. As the poor lame feMow was confronted by the 
beadle, and was convinced >of the reality of his .wos^ip's 
benevolent intention to have him well fiogged, he fell on his 
knees,. and implored mercy for God's 43ake, and fer-Chriat's 
sake, &<c., ^promising that if he might be &>rg}vtn this 
once, he -would-never : return, to these .parts any onere. He 
pleaded his <indigence, his hungry .belly, his lameness, his 
belonging to no ^parish, and every thing his fear could de. 
vise ; but all served only to tharden the justice's heart the 
inore# He ordeted the beadle to take himaway, and to do 
his duty immediately. 'The^beadle-^signified to him, as th^ 
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drewnear to the whipping.poett, that he feh some relentipgt 
of heart towards him.; .aiid^hat if he oould only give him a 
handsome fee, he Avoilld favor him as much as his reputation 
would admit of. :Btir, ufon inquiry, finding that the old feU 
4ow was so wicked, as to have no money, his heart became 
like brass, and he resolved to ply him thoroughly, to thesat*. 
fsfaction of his worship. Accordingly, when 'Squire Broad- 
field and me arrived, in <x>mpany to see the sport, there was 
the poor rascal, whose poverty was his principal crime, tied 
to the post, and mangled with the oord, which the lusty bea- 
dle plied with nervous arm. 

Oh ! how his woi«hip and me did laugh to see the vinam, 
whose poverty was obstinate, leaping, as his lameness would 
iet him, and writhing his bloody back, as the whip was lustily 
played about him by the sturdy beadle ; who, for his paif, 
would lob, and steal, and do any thing, rather than be whip, 
ped by a trusty broker of the trade; yea, would act tea 
^ousand vilianies, rather than die of hunger, lliis feltow 
must be a most incorrigible rogue, to be sure, if he is not 
willing, by this time, either to steal and ibe hanged, or pa- 
tiently to die oi an empty belly. 

Ikpiatok. What, Crudetis, have theymadealawtowhip 
aU^ beggars that infest your country f 

Ckudblis. No, no, Impiator. 1 heartily wish there wmw 
«uch a law; for then I would even quit, my devHship to be. 
xMNtte king of the beadles. If all the beggars were to be 
^^smiiahed at the whipping-post, (as l know no ^reason vHly 
thegr should not,) periiaps his worship himself, and his revere 
«iice the parson of the parish, would not escape a tfaorongh 
drubbing. And yet, Onidelis, as my name is, i think the 
whlp-beggar-law is very partial and unjust, as it lays hold on^ 
mono but;poor petty beggars, who would be content With 
bfead^^ifaias of beef, and table-beer ; whilst others may, with 
4xifpani%jy heg and obtain some thousands a y^iir of the nsh 
.tion's money. 

What are all the ranks of mankind, batsi^many beggairs? 
^Soea not his reTerenee, the inferior c}erjf^man,^g a Witkft 
irom my lord bishop, or some neighboring nobleman t ane 
olandt their Invdsbips beg of the ki^t Do net the very 
^oiembeys of parliament come; hat in hand, and meanly b«;g 
of thecorponulon, hapringiisconsctoiisnesBofwortbin^thefiiu 
4mfoeii1 Do oolthe^bliiHtooaytitivs sue^ to iii»Uimi^ Ar 

J* 
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places of trust for sake of the profit ? — Beggars all, exoept 
the stem patriot, a pelican which does not appear once in a 
century. But if their lordships, the noble beggars, and their 
lienors, the gentlemen beggars, are to be considered as au- 
thors of the whipping law, i should have wondered indeed, 
if carfe had not been taken to exempt themselves from its 
penalty. 

The case stands exactly thus. If a gentleman, eztrava. 
gant beyond his revenue, begs for a thousand or two per an- 
num, he shall not only escape with impunity, but obtain his 
suit; provided always he would be the humble pliant crea- 
ture of the minister ; but if a poor, helpless, low-born wretch, 
pinched with hunger, happens to beg a piece of bread in an 
interdicted place, he shall be exercised at the whipping, 
post. 

liTFiDELis. I think, brother Fastosus, you agreed to give 
us some account of your afiSairs. We should hold ourselves 
much honored by the favor. But for this, I would beg the 
history of my son Crudelis, who makes himself so merry at 
the expense of foolish vicious mortals. 

Fastosus. His history might be entertaining « enough, i 
suppose ; but doubtlesd mine must be much more elegant and 
instructive, as my concerns have . been mostly with vener- 
able gentlemen, and with none more than those of the sacer- 
dotal function. 

Notwithstanding I prevailed with the Jews, almost unani* 
mously to contemn the person and testimony of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Christian reh'gion gained ground in the world. 
Yea, the word of Grod grew mightily, and prevailed over 
the traditions of both Pagan and Jewish sages ; therefore, from 
thenceforward 1 found it necessary to deal deep in the things 
of religion. 

I began my trade with ecclesiastical 'titles, which were 
altogether unknoum in the days of Christ and his apostles : 
a set of goods very venerable with the populace, and wholly 
of my manufacture ; — an assortment of trifles, which greatly 
pleaskl the lords of religion, and forwarded the deep designs 
of priest-crafL 

IMPIATOR. Whh your leave, sir, I have heard that all 
the lord bishops ^re descended in a right line from the apos- 
ties ; must it not then follow, that the convocation at Jem* 
salsm c(»aisted of the most reverend fathers in God, theur 
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graces, my lord Peter, my lord Paul, dec. dec. metropoli. 
tans ; and the right reverend fathers in God, my lord Ste- 
phen, my lord Philip*, my lord Timothy, my lord Barnabas, 
&c« diocesans ? 

Infidelis. Son, you ought not to interrupt your honor- 
able uncle. You may remember that these titles are all of 
later date. 

Fastosus. My nephew shall hear^ if he will but have a 
little patience. The famous lady Prosperity and you, bro- 
ther, had not been a very great while at Rome, before I 
ibund sufficient encouragement to erect my office for vend- 
ing sacerdotal titles there, and I must own, that- for many 
years I had a brisk run of trade, until in fact, the church 
had room for no more, from the great infallible priest at 
Rome, down to a Cumberland curate. The first production 
of this kind was a very brilliant medal, inscribed with these 
five capital letters, P. A. T. E. R. which having finished, I 
presented at a general convocation of bishops, who as yet 
were not become reverend. They were highly pleased with* 
the device^ having never seen such a thing before. The 
worthies examined it, one after another, and all found that 
the venerable letters, well put together, and properly inter- 
preted, signified Father. And certainly the event has pro- 
ved that great is the magical power of this medal. 

Every one said to his fellow, " What can be more agree* 
able to our function, than this venerable title ? Are not we 
the fathers of the people ?" They forgot that One is the 
father of the people, even God. I was therefore desired, 
with all speed to procure a like medal for every member of 
this august assembly. Soon afler this, 1 provided medals 
more highly finished, and inscribed, 

P, A, T, R, I, A, R, C, H, A, 

one of which I bestowed on the holy bishop of Rome ; a 
second I gave to the bishop of Alexandria ; a third to that 
of Constantinople, a fourth to that of Jerusalem ; and a fifth 
to him who presided in the church of Antioch. In all which 
places my medals were more highly valued than the finest 
raby ; and he who could by any means ^tain one of them, 
was supposed to be elevated far above the common rank of 
mortals. 

Long and very successfully had 1 followed that medallion 
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traed when a famous^ aiid worthy prelate of Rome, wfio 
^ a great admirer of my productibnff, came into my office. 
After doing obeisance to' me, and turning over my pretty 
devices, he aaked me, "If t thought, with all my ingenuity, 
1 could produce a genuine^ medal with this inscription, 

P, A, P, A, S, : S, U, P, R, E, M, t, S. 

OR 

EPISCOPUS UNIVERSALI S." 

t told him, that if all the artists in h6ll were to unite their 
Wisdom in- one mechanical head, it would be utterly impose 
■ible ; fojr, said I. the whole creation doth hot furnish suffix 
cient' materials. But' if it please your holiness, I dan make 
you a sham medal of that sort, which may perhaps answei^ 
all the ends you' hare in view, as well as if it were reaL 
0h ! said he^ 1 ^are not, for my part, whether it is real or 
oouoterlbit, if I can only, by your assistance, my worthy 
Fastosus, impose upon the credulity of mankind, and make 
the worid believe that I am supreme pope and universal 
bishop ; then I should retgn with despotic power over the 
esftates> and consciences^of all Christians: My good frieM^* 
please you to make me the medal, and I will cause the 
world to believe that I had it from the Almighty, with let- 
ters patent under the broad seal of heaven, for the sole use 
of it to me and my successors forever. . " I well know, re- 
' turned I, that your holiness means no more, than in a pious 
manner to impose the cheat upon- the work], the better to^ 
fill your coffers, and aggrandize your name ; in which laud* 
able undertaking^ youp adored Fastosus shall be ever ready 
Uf direct and assist/'' 

To work I went, having called in the assistance of seve- 
ral of our friends, and made a counterfeit medal, in the 
likeness of a treble crown, with certain inscriptions of the 
cabalistic kmd upon it. They were short but pithy senten- 
ces, as you shall hear. 

On the one side of the first crowfr was inscribed, He that 
n honored as the wearer of this^' medal, is possessed of infal- 
lible knowledge. Opposite to that was carved, in fine Ital- 
ian, He is supremt over all laws, divine and human. On 
the right side of the second crown were these words, in 
large capitals, This is the head of the Church. On the left 
were these^ Thifr is the viear of Christy and successor of 
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Peter. On the third and uppermost crown were the follow, 
ing, The keys of heaven, hell, and purgatory, are in his pot- 
session, and used only at his pleasure. Round the edge was 
this writing. He reigneth supreme over all the kings of the 
earth, putteth down one, and exalteth another at his pleas- 
lire. 

" When finished, 1 presented it to the arch-prelate, who re- 
ceived it with all imagin^hle thankfulness, viewed it with 
the most exquisite delight, and oftener than once, protested 
by his infallibility that he had Aever seen any thing contri- 
ved with equal* art, nor so suitably adapted to his aspiring 
principles. Transported with joy, he cried out, <' O thou in- 
genious spirit ! bless thee for thy assistance ! This precious 
medal will exalt my name above all that is called God ; all 
the European princes will now become my vassals, and the 
adorers of my priestly majesty. Bat, to complete the work, 
I pray thee, good Fastosus, think of some suitable device 
for me, by which I may bind all the various ranks of the 
clergy to. my interest ; for I shall never dare ta show my 
miraculous medal, nor divulge the delightful inscriptions on 
it, unless I have something of the like nature to present to 
their reverences ; for this alone will excite them to favor 
the cheat. As for laymen^ the scum of nature, 1 regard 
not them. They are asses, upon whom we shall ride with 
pleasure and ppofit; and if at any time they ride restif, we 
we will tame them with the rod of discipline} and so belabor 
them with the cudgel of excommunication, that with glad- 
ness they shall submit implicitly to our decisions. Could 
not the great Fastosus strike roe a variety of medals, of dif« 
ferent worth and designs, and lodge them safely in my pos« 
session, that I mi^ have the sole diatributioo of them among 
my depending clergy ; for unless they cleave as close to me, 
as the scales of the back of Leviathan, I shall never be able 
to support my pretensions to ui&lUbiUty and supremacy. 

To whicb I replied, << Great priest, in order to bind the 
clergy inviolably to your iivtere^jt, let me adviise you to take 
care that your decisions be alwoys in their favor : place 
your owQ grandeur in front of aU your proceedings, and let 
theirs immediately follow it.^ Which advice the good miuot, 
coi^ially embraced, and ever since bas invariably followed 
it with tb.9 utuvMt precision. 

From hencefinrth, contiaued L I give you fuH power and 

N2 
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authority to preside over all those medals which I have al> 
leady issued forth ; and for the future, the disposal of them 
shall be at your holiness' pleasure. 1 will moreover addita 
the number, and you shall have more than.suffiQient lo gain 
all the clergy to your party. But observe, you must receive 
this power at the hand of great Fastosus ; for it is by me 
alone that you can lord it over the estates and consciences 
of men. The great prelate heard with attention, and thea 
lejoined, « Mighty Fastosus, if you will oblige me in this,, 
you may depend upon me and all my successors as faithful 
subjects; implicitly obedient servants to yo6r highness, and 
your father Beelzebub. Nor do, I doubt but the rest of the 
priests, for the sake of power, will be equally loyal to you,, 
and implacable enemies to Immanuel ; therefore your kiDd" 
ttesses shall be gratefully returned on ouc j^rts." 

<* Very well, said I, but be: sure that all your villaay be 
carried on under the show of sanctify, bthecwise you will do^ 
Us but Kttle servjqe." 

AvARO. Then^ sir, by Mdiat you say, k may be concluded^ 
the hoary prelate at; Rpme is^very sensible. that he is Beeize* 
hub's agent, and that all his pretensions, be3n>iid those of the 
lowest pastor, are an imposition. 

Fastosus^ Yes, Avaro, he knowsH veejr well, and that 
makes him the more like unto us. Indeed, the cheat is 80> 
palpable, that any one who has read his Bible with atten* 
tion. must needs see thi^wgh it. But by these proceed. 
ingSi I soon, found I had cut out a creat deal of work foTi 
myself,' so that I was obliged to be doubly diligent. How-w 
ever, my sole d^Ughti being to promote the works of dark<^ 
ness, 1 aoon.stmck off seventy new medals, inscribedCia-. 
UNALis. These I presented to his holineas, who examined 
Ibem with great, attention, and was highly pleased with the 
ingenious deviiie. 

*' Modt noble spirit, said he to mej. these medals/ 1 per*, 
eeive, wiU nuse the gentlemen who^xieceive them next in, 
dignity to, tQ^riielf, and they will be the first and most aUe 
to support the see of Rome." Youimnsli needs know, my 
jftriend^ that this prediction hfuB been fully accompHriM. 
^r ih, idH ages„ mnce the caidinakr have teceried their 
medals, they ha«e been truly iadtefhtigaUe in establishing 
the power utd siqfremacy of the Pope. Bis holinen ttM 
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they being bo intimately connected, that they must stand or 
fall together. * 

In the next place, I slruek off a considerable number^ 
somewhat inferior to the former, distinguished by a Mitre oft 
ene side, and on the other by the inscription Arohi-bpisco. 
TVS ; which, in like manaer, I presented to the father of the 
world, much to his satisfaction* These, said he, shall fiii 
the class next to the former, and I doubt not but every one of 
them will be sufficiently obsequious, m. expectation ofacar- 
^at'a hat. The archbishops being thvs disposed of, I took 
all the ^ocesan medals, which I had formerly produced, and 
put them under the care and disposal of the prelate ; and be 
was pleased to assign* them to those, who were next in place 
to the archbishops^ each one in humUe esCpectation of high- 
er preferment. 

AvARO. Hah, uncle ! was it you that made those titles,, 
•scribed to the various orders of the clergy ? 

Fastosvs. Was it I, do you ask ? Yes, it waa I indeed ! 
Who ever read in the New Testftment, any thing at all 
about a supreme bishop, or about canfinals, a^d lord bish- 
ops ? I made them all, I assure you, nephew ; though 1 
will pot affirm that every person who has bomethese names,, 
ha3 been absolutely under the dominion of pride. 

To my great honor I speak it, Avaro, I ceased not when 
I had made their lordships the diocesansi but went on with 
Boy trade, udtii I had procured . curious medals for a very 
great number of abbots, swarms of monks and friars, Jesuits,, 
franciscan and dominican friars, with a long train of et cet*. 
eras, who soon; appeared in shoals, as numerous as locusta 
whea they ascend out of the bottomless pit. Then followed 
the bare*heade3 capuchins, mendicants, penitents,, pilgrims,, 
^c. without number. Those religioas gentry owe all theit 
dignity to me, unless it may be that Avaro has some little 
hand in the maUier. 

AvAJio^ You de me great hooori sir, in mentioning me 
as a worker together with you* 

Fastobits. After all this, thiB subtle priest thought that 
the antichsistiaii hiemrehy o€ Borne could net stand upon a 
foundation solid enough, liolesa all, or at least some of the 
princes of Europe were lavested with ecdissiastical titles^ 
and so adoptedi into the new modelled ehnreh. Therefore, I 
laid his bo&iM^ that I h»l three bigMy Aiiiahed modak by 
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tae^ ready prepared) fitting for royal personages. Herci said 
I, is one inscribed Ret: Catholicus; let it be presented to 
yourservant his majesty-of Spain. This second medal, iu^ 
scribed Rex Chris^ianissimus, will be an acceptable present 
to your vassal the French king ; and this third, inscribed 
Rex Fideliasimua, I advise you to bestow upon the little monr 
arch of Portugal. His hoary holiness, with raptures, repli- 
ed» '^ Very good, most noble Fastosu^ this device will 
doubtless secure all these three princes, as so. xmax pillars^ 
to support my infallibility .. But what of the Jcing of Englaod, 
sir, I dread those islanders. Is there no medallion charov 
by which that invincible prince can be secured to our inter* 
est ? 1 pray you» good Fastosus, lend me an hand in this. 

I shall endeavour to serve your holiness, replied I, and 
then he withdrew. Soon after I presented him with a medal 
suited to his wish.- It bore the inscription. Defensor Fide, 
and was given to the monarch of England ; but, alas ! it has 
not answered our expectations; for this same monarch, in- 
st^ad of defending the cvrthodax faith of Rome, was the fint 
crowned head that protested against the supremacy of the 
Italian bishop. 

AvASO. It is somewhat droll, that the king of England* 
having shaken off the yoke of Rome, should stiU keep poop 
session of the medal, which his predecessors received as a 
preseut from the pope* One wouU think that when the 
pope himself was renpunced, in strict justice, all bis gifts 
should have been restored, and the title^ Defender of the 
Faith, have been by a. Protestant prince rejected amoogst 
the rest of Romish trumpery ; but wonders never cease* 
Did you finish here, sir ? 

Fastosus. No,^ Ava,|Oy I assure you, maay titles besides 
these were first issued fvom my office, such as his grace, a title 
claimed by many a gracelesa duke, a^ well as anti-christian 
priest. His lordship, a title by which many a piofane noble* 
man and irreligioius bishop are distinguished. His honor, 
claimed by many who never felt one desire after true honor. 
When a gentleman's honor depends merely upon his estate, 
table and equipage, such a title as his honor, very ill beconoes 
him, yet many such there are who claim the appellation. 

Ataro. If high.bifth, and an ample fi>rtune» do npt entitle 
a man to his honor, I pray you what will ? 

Fastosijs. An honorable conduct, Avaro^ without whidv 



he 10 only a clbwn in- diguiae* And maoj such fools you 
may find wrapped in scarlet and lace, with swords daogiiiig 
by their side^. 

Impiator. I beg leave to obsKsrvc, that according to modeni' 
maxims in my country, he is esteemed a man of honor, who 
can inutate the popish priests in scorning wedlock, and fre- 
quenting the company of lewd women. He who is a stran- 
ger to every delicate and chaste sentiment ; who scorns re-* 
ligion, disregards morality, and thinks it beneath his dignity 
to keep any of the commands of €rod ; ot even for a moment 
to reflect that there is an hereafler. It would be difficuk to* 
persuade some people, that the British senate is too much 
composed of such men of honor as these^ I should be glad, 
sir, to hear your opinion of a man' of honor more at large, 
for I know that you are wise. 

Fastosus. a gentleman of true honor, faild tnoi to itA^ 
prove his estate, be it great or small, to the best advantage ; 
for he is neither indolent nor extravagant. His increasing 
revenues are not heaped up for adoration, nor laid by as 
useless lumber, but applied to clothe the naked back, and 
Mtresh the empty focHy. Hiar pnnctpcti-aftfe hn^ how he 
>v)Efty aggrandize his family. But how he may best serve hi» 
king and country ; for he lives not to himself, but to the 
public good. He adheres to strict truth, is an utter stranger 
to impertinent raillery, and perfectly detests the voice of 
slander. In his civil affairs, he does the same things to su- 
periors, inferiors, and equals^ which he would wish others 
kk Kke circumiBtanceff to do for himself. If at any time he 
» so unhappy a» to give his neighbor just cause a4* ofienee,, 
he ifir free and open in confessing hi» error, and ready to re- 
trieve it to< the utmost of his* power. The title oThi^ honor 
h^ weH becoming such a man as this, whether his estate i» 
great or small, his birth illustrious or obscure. But merce- 
nary statesmen, plunderers of the public^ ill deserve the 
titles with which they are distinguished. Happy might it 
be for Britain, if she coutd always procure officers for every 
department, m government, who would prefer the welfare 
c^ the nation to their own personal and domestic etnolument I 
And this every man of true honor will be sure perpetually 
to do. 

AvASo. Then, uncle» I am inclined to think, that men of 
honor are not quite so plenty as some people have imagined* 
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Fastosus. I am aorty to say it, Avaro ; but, bad as th^ 
world is, there are still many to be found, who with proprie- 
ty may be called men of honor : biit it is well for us, they 
are mostly of bbscure character* They cannot act the 
cringing knave, add vilely flatter their superiors, in order to 
gain preferment. Their countenances-, adorn<ed with come- 
ly modesty, cannot contend with the impudence of fools and 
rogues, therefore continue obscure when the most worthless 
are exalted. But if a truly honorable man should, by some 
miracle, ascend to an eminent station, and be intrusted with 
public concerns, his country is sure to find a nursing father, 
and not an accursed step-dame in him, as is often the case 
with other governors. 

There is, likewise, his reverence the parson, a title as- 
cribed to thany men, who lead very irreverend lives. 

AvAKo. True, sir ; but it is the vulgar opinion, tnat the 
reverence of the parson does not depend upoil his moral con- 
duct, but upon his- investiture, received from the hand of the 
bishop. 

FitSTO'sus. I know it Avaro ; but it is a prevailing mtv. 

lake. Joopoaition of tho haik4a, ovon of au apuBtle, COUl<f 

never make any man reverend, whose doctrine is hetero- 
dox, or whose conversation is immoral : otherwise our friend 
Simon of Samaria might have been mimbered among their 
reverences. Indeed, AVaro, were any man hardy enough 
to attempt it, I know <^ no subject more proper for satire 
than the pretended reverence of the parsons. But he must 
be daring indeed, who would set himself to oppose theortho- 
dox priests of the day, for that would be thought by many 
the very same as to oppose God Almighty himself, and ev- 
ery body wowld cry Atheist at him. 

AvABo. Pray, sir, what is your opinion of reverence, and 
to wh6m may the epithet of reverend consistently be given ? 

Fastosus. To very few of the leadels of any denomios. 
tion, Avaro ; and yet perhaps to some few of every denonn- 
nation among Protestants. I hate them, cousin, and coukl 
not bear to talk of them were it not to oblige you ; for they 
are avowed enemies to our administratioa^ as you will see by 
the descriptiofi of them. For he is a reverend minister, 
whether he was educated at Oxford or Aberdeen, who makes 
not gold, but the glory of Imroanuel, and the wel&re of im- 
mortal souls, the first end of his labors ; who is assiduous in 
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hie study, fervent in his ministry, and has a paternal afiec- 
^on for his people ; who studies not how to please the great, 
or to gain the esteem of the staring multitude, hut to approve 
himself to God and the consciences of men, not shunning to 
declare the whole counsel of Grod, without any mixture of 
the inventions or traditions of men. 

You may follow this man from the church to the market, 
from the pulpit into his family, and find him all of a pieces 
His whole conduct is one chain of uniformity. But it is not 
every gownsman, either papal or protestant, nor even every 
dissenting minister, whom'this description suits.. Some there 
are, and who can deny it, who are haughty and overbearing 
in their spirits ; indolent in study ; cool and lifeless in their 
ministry; thoughtlesa and unconcerned about the real wel- 
fare t>f their people. Yea, some are so wretchedly lazy, 
or so much taken up with idle and vain amusements, that it 
is with difficulty they can bring forth once a week, an ora- 
tion, Meen or twenty minutes long ; and that scanty pro- 
duction- perhaps, when it is exhibited, proves no more than 
a lecture on moral plnlosopfay ; or it may be a libel against 
some different party or denomination of Christians. You 
may follow some of them from the church to their families, 
and be fulLy convinced, they are divines only in name. They 
neglect in their families the very duties which they recom- 
mend to others. And what is still more, connive at the 
same vices in their families, which they expose and condemn 
in the pulpit. But after all, they have the cure, of souls, and 
aore the venerable and reverend clergy, in the same manner 
as the pope is the head of the church : I mean by craf\ and 
usurpation. 

AvASO. I have got a noble company of tlrase same par- 
sons In my coi|K)ration of Avarice,' whose business it is to 
vend wind in order to obtain wealth. - A company eonfined 
to no one denomination, but made up of all. Every one of 
this ccHonpany has got his own system of priestc/aft, but all 
are intent upon the main pomt, viz. to get as much wealth 
by his crafl as possible. Indeed, the mother church of Rome 
▼ery far outstrips the rest, for she may lawfully boast that 
her clergy, to a man, are the stedfast woishippers of the god 
Avaro, their great benefactor* 

However, the Protestante both Cdlvinists and Luthenms 
jdl who are freemen, in the company of Avarice, keep a 
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near as posnMe to the orthodox priests of Rome, in mAiag 
a . lucrative trade of what the^ call the gospel. And however 
fhey diflfer about what is, and what is not, gospel, they see 
eye to eye in regard to making profit of it, and turning the 
altar of'the Lord to th^r owa eroolument. 

IiVFiOBLis. How should it be otherwise, my 80«, 4Meing 
there are in some places manufactories^ on ptxapoae for ma- 
king parsons ? 

Fastosto. So I have heard, brother, with this addidon^ 
t^At the making of parKna is reckoned both a lucrative and 
honorable emj^oyment, not unworthy of my own patronage. 
But, between you and me, the paraon-makers are gnevouidy 
^iiaappoioted lireqaently, however little they ace sensible of 
3t : iow when ihiey put their materids into the refining for- 
naee, they hope to see at the end of the process, a bright 
and shimng numster «f Jesus Christ conse forth : but lo I m 
learned calf is |NPoduce^ and a fervent adoter of the god 
Avaro. 

iNFroausi. It cannot be otherwise; ibr, to eor grief 1 
4Sfeak tt, the unalterable Immaauei hath reserved to hunself 
the wisdom, power and prerogative, to make ministers of Ae 
gospel ; and if rmen^ce Jannes and Jambers, will take v^poa 
them to imitate the immutable works of the Almighty, tfas^ 
may be permitted to make things wlndi may, for a time, be 
mistaken fi>r gospel ministers, even as those magiciatts pei^ 
formed miracles by divine permission. 

bcviAVon. 80 then, gentlemen, I perceive your opinion k^ 
^at loarninglhe hmgaages and sciences, Mits a man fow 
lieuig a gospel tministen 

Fastosus. No, Impiator, no such thing, or the gift ef 
longues had not been given at the foaat of Penleooat^ bnl 
it may be averred, diat if a man has no more learning tlHus 
Ike most learned univeniity ran give him, he cannot pe». 
«bly be a aainister of lesus Ghorist. It is vesting in theos 
Hiiiigs as theenly qualifications^ we thmk pvoper to leugk 
at, ]»piatQar» 

Ai^AnOk Among those imereenaryonrtOTS, there are wkonr 
we call the Jumblers. They are such wheatody not thav 
sermaas firom the seriptuvs, iMt compile' tlwB» ftom the wn* 
tings of other men. Being desHtulie of judgment to dneot 
tkamin^heiFConipifllkmBy tkwf aie okigedteieJ^impliaiUy 



on the Aeatiments of their authors. So it comes to pass, that 
they contradict on one Sabbath what they asserted and half 
proved the day before, merely because they happened to 
stumble on authors of dil9ereiit sentiments. But, alas ! poor 
men, what shall they do? It ii their trade ; they know not 
'how to get a living without it ; they cannot dig, and to beg 
they are asl^amed ; therefore are under a necessity of junv- 
bling forward, in the best manner they can. Of late years, 
indeed, this jumbling tribe have hit on <a more happy meth- 
4od of management, hy which they both save their reputa- 
tion and laborious study. Amongst learned men, there 
Jiave always been some few of genius and industry, who 
Jiave found means to tum^he dullness and indolence of their 
.-brethren to their own emolument. They compose -sermons, 
print and sell them to the others, who pay first a good price 
for them, then preach them, that is. to. say, read them toiheir 
several congregations. Enfield'f, and Webb's, and Trus- 
ler's sermons have been of great use to many a diill and la- 
zy clergyman. 

Fastosus. How is this, Avaro ? You speak of the par* 
<80DS as if they were at best but.learned fools. How is ii 
pcfisiblethey should be so highly revered by the people if 
^hey were such? 

.AvABo. I speak but of some of them, uncle : andtomalse 
^ood.what I-say, 1 can tell you thatat js not the man, whom 
<the ignorant populace revere, so much as the.gown, cassock, 
jBLad band ; and these they would revere if they were seen 
.upon an ass, provided always, his esjrs were hid with a bush 
(of well-powdered hair. I assure you, gentlemen, amongst 
the intelligent jaity, it is deemed a maxim, that any block- 
iiead will do very well for a parson, if he has but friends to 
recommend him to% living: as a proof of this IshalLtell 
jrou a short story. There is one Mr« Proirident, a meichaat 
in London, who had four sons at a grammar-school, under 
the direction of a learned gentleman of excellent sense. It 
was lately Mr. Provident .naade. a visit to his Kms find their 
.tutor, when he took occasion to ask Mr. Teadium's advJce, 
in . regard, to his disposal of them. 

To which the schoolmaster replied : " Sir, I have oflen, 
jwith pleasure, observed a penetiratinjg judgment, sdid un. 
/derstanding. and an inviolable attachment to truths ennobled 

O 
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with the generous prinrciples of true benevolepce, in your 
eldest son» These qualities, sir, are. excellently adapted to 
the mercantile life. I would therefore advise you to train 
him up in your own business. Youi* second son, Master 
Thomas, has genius enough for any business ;. but I hope, 
sir, you will excuse me, if I tell you that 1 have discerned 
one thing in him, which, in my judgment unflts-him for the 
capacity of a merchant. As I know, sir, you would have 
me to speak freely, you will not be offended with me, if I 
tell you that it is a selfishness and co'ntractedness of spirit, 
together with a violent propensity for lying and equivocation, 
tf he were my son, sir, I would bring him up to the law, in 
which he will very likely make a conspicuous figure. Your 
youngest son, Master James, has, if I mistake not, along with 
a very considerable degree of dullness, an heart that is a 
stranger to sympathetic feelings ; but possesseth genius suf- 
ficient for a physician. I would point out the royal college 
for his residence." 

Here Mr. Provident, the merchant, interrupted him, and 
said, " Sii^, you have given your opinion of the two eldest, 
and the youngest ; but you say nothing of Harry, my third 
son. I pray, what do you say of him?" To which the 
teacher, with a blush, replied, " If it is agreeable, sir, I 
would advise you to make him a clergyman." To this the 
father, with a mixture of grief and anger, replied, **^What, 
sir, do you think he hath genius sufficient for nothing else t" 
'^l am afraid not, said the master, but you can easily make 
friends with my lord bishop, and procure him a consideraible 
benefice. Take this step, sir, and his lack of genius will 
scarcely be known, as he may preach and adminiister the 
offices of the church by proxy, which you know is very 
gentleman-Iike." • 

Infidbijs. And do you really think, Avaro, that it is want 
of abilities to preach, that causeth so many vicars to keep 
journeymen to do their work for them ? 

Avaro. With some^ sir, want of abilities is the principal 
cause, and with the rest, an utter aversion to the wonc ; 
though, by the way, they once professed to be drawn to ft 
by no less an influence than that of the Holy Ghost , but that 
was when a b^oefice was the object of their pursuit, and 
theieftirenot to be regarded after their end is obtained. 
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Fastosus. Cousin Avaro, here I believe we must stop, as 
we have certainly overstaid our time. I hold it good, there- 
fore that we depart, and meet here at the usual time to- 
morrow. Business, you know, must not be neglected. Adieu 
my kinsmen. 



DIALOGUE Kit. 

ALL THE DIALOG EAXS PRESENT* 

Pasto3i?s. Well, gentlemen, I hope, no idleness has at- 
tended any of our fraternity, since last meeting. I fifent 
directly from you to assist a London jeweller in forming a 
set of ear-rings and pendants upon a new construction. 1 
made him sensible of the most elegant plan, enjoined him to 
pursue it, give the praise to his patron Fastosus, and so I 
left him. 

Imfiator. 1 pray you, sir, what is the real use of eai** 
rings? For my part I have never been able to apprehend 
it, unless it is to save a apnall matter of gold against a day of 
penuiy. 

Fastosus. They are of no use at all to the wearer, Impi- 
ator, though they help the goldsmith and lapidary not a little ; 
but they are of excellent use to our government. You know 
the' boring of the ear always was and now is an emblem of 
servitude. Yea, it is an incontrovehible point that the act 
of boring, and suifering the ear to be bored, is a token of 
subjection to the infernal monarch. 

Impiator. Ah, sir, how violently the spleen would rage 
among the ladies, were they to know what you say of them. 
Fastosus. And let it rage, c<)usin. What is that to met 
— The ladies are too much in love with courtly Fastoi!tus, to 
banish mo from among them even in their spleenish fits ; but 
to explaifi the doctrine ot earrHngs, be it observed, that the 
crafty Beel^bub hath an invisible chain fixed to the ear. 
ring, by which he leads the wearers a wild-goose chase 
through all the vanities ef the timesK No sooner does the 
sable governor tug a lady by the ear, than she feels an im- 
pulse upon her heart, which directs her to the play*house, 
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Opera, Vauxhall, Sadlers^WeHs, or elsewhere ; bof very sel^ 
dom to the church, if, at any time for the sake of comnaDy, 
she takes hep pleasure at churchy the great deceiver keepar 
such a giDglitig of the chain id her ear, that she cannot at^ 
tend to one word of the service ; by these means: the Park, 
the Mall, the Play-house, and the church, are, in efieet^ the 
same thing to many ladies of fashion. 

AvARo. And are all who wear rings in* their eanrto be 
k)oked upon as slaves to the great Beelzebub, unele ? 

Fastosus. No, Avaro, not all ; for the iavincible ImmanueV 
hath broken the chains and loosened the bands of servitude 
from many. Nevertheless, they still wear the rings in their 
ears, to testify what they have been. .And what news fpom 
ywtrfriends^ Avaro? 

AvAKo,- Very Httle, sir ; only that diligence, frugality, and* 
good husbandry, go on as' usual. All heads plodding, and all 
hands active to get and to save ; for getting and saying is al^ 
the ery with them. 1 had a little matter to attend to last 
flight at the Swan tavern, where there was a vepy respect-^ 
able meeting of manufacturers, by whom some few; thingsv 
tending to promote emolument, were' considered. The first 
consultation was, <' How they might conveniently lessen the 
quality of their goods, that their profit might be somewhat 
advanced." In order to this, a plan was proposed by Mri^ 
Bolus, a very great tradesman*, which was unanimously 
agreed to by the rest. The second thing was to settle the 
prices, and come into mutual engagements, that no oire 
should Hndersell his brethren ; wjiich, afler some slight al- 
tercatioo,Vas as unanimously settled. You must know, 
mankind are not satisfied with being oppressed by infernal 
tyranny ; but to add to the devil's work, are got into the 
happy way of joining in combinations to oppress and de. 
vour one another. Nor is this practice peculiar to any one 
set of men, but is common with <]ea]ers of every kind and 
denomination, from the opulent farmers to the dealers in 
boal and candles. 

When this was done, a question was put, How they should' 
finish a certain quantity of goods against a certain day then 
proposed ? For it seems they have large orders at present. 
To which one of them said, he thought it necessary to ad- 
Vance the journeymen's wages in order lo encourage their 
^ence. fiut this gentleman's motion was unammouslj 
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rejected, as an unprofitable way of proceeding, very ill. 
suited to the growing demands of their several families. It 
was then proposed, that a isunali premium should be given to 
every workman who should finish a certain quantity of 
goods in a limited time, then and there to be stipulated. 
But this also was objected to, it being alleged, that some 
method might, be found that would produce the desired end, 
and yet save all those unnecessary premiums, which, if 
given, would introduce a very bad custom. 

At last, an old gentleman, whose hoary looks shone as 
silver from under his weather-beaten wig, arose, and roost 
judiciously addressed his brethren in the following manner ; 
*< Gentlemen, you all know that such is the indolent dispo- 
sitipn of journeymen, that, in general, let their wages be 
ever so good, they have no notion of obtaining more than 
will procure them a bare maintenance through the'week^ 
and a few quarts of strong beer on Saturday night and Sun- 
day. Therefore, to advance their wages is the certain way 
to have them work less than they do at present. But let 
us lessen their wages in propottion to our extraordinary call 
for goods ; for by bow much the more w0 drop the prices of 
workmanship, by so mqch' the more work shall we liave 
done* A bare living they must have, let the prices be ever 
80 low ; and but a traire living they will have, if they are 
ever so high. If. we advance the price, they work less, and 
if we drop it, they will, they must work tnfir&. 1 say then 
let us drop the prices.'^ 

The old gentleman's advice was. cokKally embraced by 
theiu all, and every one blessed the sagaeity of the old fbx> 
now grown gray in wisdom. And tkia day, or to-morroWy 
the journeymen's wagea are to be lessened accordingly. ^ 

Fastosus. In the close pf our last interview I was going 
to observe, that my prevalency is great amongst the nobility 
and gentry « By my indefatigable industry, the greater part 
of them are lendered altogetheir insensible of their origin, 
so that they look dawn upon their inferiors as a «et of despi. 
cable oreatiues, of a speciefli very different from themselves : 
uot Qonsidering that my lord Superbo and poor La«ar As. 
kalms are by nature Istretbren, foumied of the same materials 
and conceived in the womb of the same earth. 

AvABo. Yet, sir, if my observations are just, I think they 
have some kind of an imperfect notion that they were origin- 

O 2 
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filly ibfm^ of the earth ; but as one part of the substance 
of the ^rth is esteemed much more preciops and yaluabk 
than another, perhaps the people of fashion have the happi- 
ness of being formed of the more rich and esteemed par- 
ticles, and the rest of mankind the infelicity of deriving their 
beings from vulgar clay. .This is the more likely, as there 
is a manifest difference between their constitutions and those 
of people in the lower spheres of life ; the first being brittle 
and feeble^ the latter more robust and healthy. 

Fastosus. That is false philosophy, A varo* The brittle- 
ness you speak of does not proceed item any def^ in the 
natural constitution of their frame, nor from any rottenness 
in the materials of which they are made, but hath its cause 
firom themselves. Many of them in their infancy, are nearly 
g^rved from that infamous notion that enough of whol^ome 
food is injurious to them :* and you will commonly find that 
Ibie food which yields the most healthful aliment, is wilh^ 
keld from them, at th^ instance of Dr. Scrawl, the iamiljr 
physician. This same gentleman has not so little sense un< 
der his great wig as not to know that bis own penonel 
emol^ument is intimately connected wilh the weak consdta« 
^tom of people of qualijfcy, ei^pecially the ladies. By his 
many year's study of physic, he has proved to a demonatl«* 
lioB, that if the yxMUig gentry were suffered to eat enougk 
0f wJholesome loodv like the farnoors' eKildten, his bosinese 
would net be worth foUowiog« 

AvARO. I know it well : for there is one of my disoi^les^ 
% certain physician eminent in praotice, who had acquired 
1^ genteel ibrtuoe by presc^ption, and who, if be iS' indis- 
posed hioiaelfi will not sufl^r an apothecary's drug to pase 
his gaSet; a plain indication that he knows it to be hurtfbk 
1^ have often thought, a good constitution put into the hand 
^' a doctor, is like a good cause put into the hands of the 
JAwyem; it gets worse with deceitful handling. lIVhenaniMi 
ifh by the force of medicine, fiiirly got down, the skilful phy*. 
ficiw knows veiy well bow to hokl bim betwixt life and 

* ^S^l!?*!]?^ J^r>i«itas, thtm celelnmtad defhiudeif of Ui« gravi, have Ib«s4 
MtlM|fena«itM&; wMdi haa Sm» vieoiDMltbeatair of Ufe in aU ^ 

x»M tq.4ie«0MatatlQ«, and t|Mmfi»ra to ba««ai Wia$ emtOtm im A 

!»ei9eciallriaeli naara Hft«Ue to fee the doctor ia caaebf peooB- 

^ .>. Ar ibr Um MOTf i»ia leaiiiiatMr* wlMi thM «M, at tba ftMHii 
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death as long as possible ; until at last he dies by inches of 
that prevailing distemper which kills so many people of 
fashion. ' 

Fastosus. True, Avaro. But farther to preve the gen- 
try the causers b( their own infirmity, 1 would observe, that 
what, in infancy, penury and want leave of the constitution 
unconsumed, luxury and idleness well-nigh finish in^outh ;: 
so that when the lady comes to embrace an husband, the 
one-half of her remaining days are spent under the hand of 
the doctor, and the other half in pleasure and dissipation. 
As fiir the yoqng gentlemen, before the boyish dowix on 
their faces is able to resist the razor, they have commonly 
eontracted such loathsome disorders as render them more 
fit for an infirmary than for the marriage-bed, and have 
more need of a surgeon than a wife. Thus, Avaro, you 
may see by what means the constitutions of the gentry are 
so frequeittly enfeebled. 

That they are ft^rmed of the same materiala with their in- 
feribrs will afipear, wheayeu consider Ibat there were none 
either noble or ignoble in the original state of mankind ; 
M were on a common^ level ; but when we had made a 
conquest of them, if became aecessafjr for the Almighty to 
dissolve the original equa^ty, that the world might be i^i- 
defed.in some measure tolerable to alt, amidst the confuaou 
and disorder which our dominion over them had introdueed. 
For if people ciy oat that the world is bad now, it Is eertaia 
it would be infinitely worse were superiority and in^riority 
iitteriy abolished. Moreover, the Almighty, to manifest the 
equity of his procedure^ has so ordered it, that the system 
of superiority and inferiority is perpetually upon the change.. 
You may find- some persons now asking alms from place te 
place, who are descended from princes and nobles ; and 
ethers in (he most exalted stations^ who had their descent 
froiq v^ry beggars. 

Infedelis. Ay, brother, that very consideratfoii, to arge 
no more^ if duly attended to, would prevent the contempt 
which people of elevated rank are apt to let fall en their 
Mbrioiv. But 1^ them go on until Hie grand leveller Deatii 
approach. He spares neither rich* nor pooi*, noble nor ig- 
noble. Samael knows no distShction, cannot be bribed like 
temporal judges^ admits of no excuses, and is an utter stran- 
ger to pity. Al prinooi aH^peasant^ «!' tlM nobis eui eend hi^ 
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servile groom, at the dame of honor, and -the scorched cook- 
txmdy he aim^ alike his. unerring ahafl, and brings all again 
to the dust, from whence they were taken, to rot in their 
original equality. 

Fj^STosus^ There is another race, which we distiaguish 
by the name of mongrels, with whotn I am deeply coaceia* 
ed. This gener^^ition of half-bred gentry includes trades- 
men, th*e gentlemen of the law and of the faculty, together 
with the farmers* These gentry conjsider themselves pretty 
near, if not altogether, on a level with the country 'squire, 
and there foxe affect the, mAQuers, of their superiors, as much 
as possible. They are gentlemen, their wives are ladiea 
and madams,^ their children masters and ipisses. Hundreda 
of such gentlemen and ladies have I known, who could not 
hoast that any of their ancestors, back to the tenth genera^ 
tion, were proprietors of so much as a cottage with a cabn 
bage. Yet they imperiously assume a title of address, equal 
to tbat of the queen's majesty ; and no laborer or mechanic 
must dare to approach them« without a air or n^adam in his 
mouth. 

Infidelis. I ha^e sometim^a thought thosie ladies you 
speak of, are either ashamjed of their .given names, or hold 
them too sacred for the profane mpuths of servants and vul. 
gar crea^tures. ; ai^ indeed he would be d^emed the naost 
unmannerly i^retch that ever trod upon English ground, 
who should say that Sarah Allgood is his mistress ; for Sa- 
rah must give place to .madan^ and she is, now madam AUn 
good, the shopkeeper'a lady ; and it would be more than her 
place is worth, for a servant to. name her mistress in teona 
less respectful. 

AvARo. Excuse n^, gentlemenv yon know I love to be 
concerting schemes of profit, and here is one ready proj^cti 
ed, which, if faithfully executed* would either fill the ez^ 
chequer, or make a distinction beti^ixt pejrsoos of real equal- 
ity and their apes in middle life. - 

Fastosus^ What ia your sohem/e, oouain? let us: hear il 
if feasible. 

Atabo. I would advise the nobility, gentry, ^sc.oever la 
go to an faorse-conrse, Gook<«pit, or play-h,on3e ; not to. ga to 
Bath nor a bawdy*hQuse» that is to say, never to rest until 
they have procured a bill, in which it shall be enacted* tkal 
every man shall pay the aum of ten pounds sterling p^ aa^ 



num who suflfei's his wife to assume the name of madam, 
would likewise have a tax of half the ^alue laid upon ever 
young master and nrfssj the farmers^ apothecaries, attorney 
and tradesmes's- children*, unless the husband or father cai 
make it appear tha^ his- annual rent, clear of alt encum 
brance, is not less thaa four hundred pounds ; if so muoh, o 
upwards, he should stand exempt from* any such' penalty 
and enjoy tiie free use of such' names- of qucJity in hi 
family. 

Infidems^. Although' it is quite fo)reign to my puk'pose U 
dictate any thing, to ^mankind which may be of service t 
them, I. am free among ourselves to say, that my son' 
scheme is. well concerted, and might answer valuable pur 
poses were it carried into execution. The numerous bank 
ruptcie^, which make trade so precarious in England, hav< 
their spring .in this fatal imitation of people of quality, s< 
prevalent among tradesmen. Could thi9 so very perniciou 
practice, by any means* be suppressed, the industrious mer 
chant and manufacturer would meet with fewer losses b] 
their retailing customers. 

To youp scheme, however, 1 would add another tax equal 
]y necessary, and that is upon every play-house, assembly 
room, and place of pleasurable resort. One fifth, at least, o 
every tieket to* Almack's, Ramelagh', every play-house 
Comely's, Sadler*s-wells, the Pantheon, and every rou 
whatever, ought to be sacred to government. Until this, o 
some such' thing is* done, it will be difficult for the sensibh 
English to believe that their governors- aim at any thing be 
yond their own emolument. As for the* tax upon (madam 
it appears indispensably necessary, and can admit of no de 
lay. However, we interrupt you, Fastosus. 

Fastosvs. t have a great deal of ptieasure in stirring o] 
people to quarrel with their Mak«r, and to say unto him 
Why hast thou niad(@ me thus? I love not the station thoi 
hast placed me in ; I have got parts to qualify me for a bet 
ter than this in which thou hast placed me ; therefore I an 
not dealf with according to my merit.*' The poor laborer 
who, by the way, is the most happy and contented of hi; 
species, is not altogether pfes^ed, because he was not bori 
a gentleman, and heir to a good estate. The 'squire aad^hi 
hidy aare almost mad with anger, because they were not de 
scended of noble ancestors. The nobleman himself takes i 



?ery unkind that he was not born to govern a kingdom. He 
that is born herr to a crown hath two things at which he is 
much offended : Fret, because the Almighty is so long in 
taking the father to himself,, to facilitate his own accession 
to the throne : Secondly, he is not well pleased, because it 
is a regal and not an imperial crown, to which he is born 
heir« As for the man who is born to imperial dignity, he is 
Ai^gry* because he is not appointed lord of the whole world* 
And one you know, who, having obtained the sway of the 
whole world, was angry with God, because he had not made 
two worlds for him to govern ; even so angry, that he is 
said to have cried again. Thus, in all ranks £uid degrees of 
life, I make people quarrel with their Maker. 

Infidglis. 1 have oflen heard it remarked, by our infer, 
nal sages, that if the ambitious mind were to obtain what 
it is now in pursuit of, true contentment would be as far 
distant as ever ; and an Alexander, who covets a second 
world to ravage, could he get that, would want a third, af- 
ter that a fourth, and so on, until he , had plundered the 
many millions of worlds which Grod hath made. Even then, 
were such a thing possible, his ambition would be as insatia- 
ble as ever, and his last effort would be the same as that 
of father Beelzebub's ; I mean, he would attempt to plunder 
the eternal throne itself. Thus, they allege, that the lowest 
degree of ambidon and discontent in map, if the Almighty 
were continually to gratify it, would ascend to the most da. 
ring attempt of which the infernal monarch himself is ca- 
pable. Afler all, I have observed that the greater part of 
people are so far from deeming ambition to be criminal, 
they think a spice of it is indispensably necessary to a roan 
of honor. 

Fas rosus. I know it, brother ; but that is a striking proof 
of the blindness to which we have reduced them. Ambi* 
tion, discontent, dz;c. reigning in any person, are infallible 
symptoms of a heart totally depraved, and altogether under 
my influence. But let them go on to cherish an: ambitious 
spirit, they will find their mistake at last. That * judicious 
pagan, Epictetus, seems very capable of instructing many 
who are called Christians, and who have the advantage of 
the Bible. Yes, Infidelis, you and I both know, that ambi- 
tion is the very vice which ruined our black fraternity : 
but for it, they would have been in heaven to this day. 
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As some quarrel with their Maker, on account of their 
situation in life,' L am equally successful in stirring up 
others, to take offence at the manner in which the Almigh- 
ty hath formed their bodies : as to their souls, they do not 
regard them ; indeed they seldom consider that they have 
an immortal spirit belonging to them. If, by chance, such a 
thought, as that they have an immortal soul, should pass 
through their minds, it gives them no concern, in what po- 
sition it is found, because they take it for granted that no- 
body sees it. So very inconsiderate and stupid are many, 
that one who understands the language of hearts, provided 
he could delight in the voice of discontent and murmuring, 
might meet with high entertainment amoiigst bur people. 
For, 

One young lady says, O ! if the Almighty had made me 
an inch and a half higher, then my person would hav« been 
abundantly more proper. . Her neighbor is as ill at ease, be- 
cause she thinks the Creator has bestowed superfluous la- 
bor upon her, in giving her a couple of inches of redundant 
height, which she looks upon as a very considerable de- 
formity. Another says. Why did he make me with round 
shoulders ? Might he not as easily have made them square ? 
I am ashamed to go into company, because I have not a 
handsome carriage of the head and neck. What the back- 
board and girdle can do, has been tried to press in the promi- 
aent os humeri ; but sad experience teaches, that she may 
as soon wash the Ethiopian white, as make that even which 
the Almighty hath made crooked. Nor less aiBicted is her 
kinswoman, on account of yellowness in her skin. 

AvARO. I have heard several people of allowed know- 
ledge, modestly wish, that all court ladies laibored under the 
same misfortune the last unhappy sentlewomaa does ; being 
persuaded that if it were so, na^ed breasts would never 
more be brought into fashion,, to the annoyance of the gen* 
tlemen and the scandal of the ladies ; for you know, fashions 
are all bora at court. 

Fastosvs. Not at the court of Lcmdon, Avaro, but Ver^ 
sulles; therefore it would indicate better sense in your 
knowing people, to wish the French ladies the above mis- 
fortune. It is hdd an act of high treason against the 
French, for the English court to receive any fashion, which 
hath not had a oertificate ffom Yenailles. This policy 
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se^ms indeed Yery myBterious, when we consider that the 
British heroes can so effectually drub the monsieurs, as to 
make them cry fucaxi^t and at the same time the French 
ladies should have the English in such absolute subjection. 

It is impossible for any person to conceive the trouble 1 
have, in preparing those ladies for the ball, or assembly, or 
pantheon, .and what art I am obliged to employ, in biding 
their supposed defects and redundancies* ^ The lady who 
fimcies her stature to be somewhat too low, obliges me to 
add to it the whole length of a super-tall pair of wooden 
iheel», and is extremely carefiil to set off her little body to 
all advantage possible, so that .every beholder must be struck 
with the most jperfoct gentility of .her appearance. On the 
other hand* her neighbor, who is over-tall, is as careful, on 
iicur part, to hai^ theilattast heels that^an be worn, and is 
.equally industrious in decking, to the .best advantage, the 
whole^f her extravagant height. 

Nor hath their neighbor, who is affected with. a dun, or 
yellow skin, less trouble and anxiety of mind, .besides her 

Sreat toil of body. The waste she makes of wash-halls, and 
le best recommended cosmetics, together .with her own, 
and her servant's labor, in endeavoring to tub loff-the native 
tinot, is not to be conceived. 3ut,.alasJ it is, labor in vain. 
All the. comfort which re^lains ibr her, is derived from a 
J)lack necklace, assisted by^woor three weU-disposed patch- 
«s, which ssbe hopes may^ in some measure, overcloud the 
hated yellowness orthe;iLdjacent parts. 

.Bo absolntely .foolish are they, thaf I have some subjects 
who say, << Ah me, why were my ankles made so strong 
and fleshy ? O that they had been slender and genteel, then 
I should not have been thus dependent on the mantuamaker 
for a covering for them/' However, gentlemen, were it 
not a rule est^lished among the fair sex, that ankles some- 
what gross ave altogether oingenteel, it WQuld puzzle a j>hi- 
losepher to deteonme how it is that small feet and slider 
ankles come to have more virtue and real worth in them, 
than those that are otherwise. But certainly it is deemed 
lOibe so, andthose imperious dames, who have been favored 
to their liking,.do what they can to mortify those who are 
less happy in their pedestals. Against this disease there is 
jM) effectual remAdy. Small-sized shoes fozmerly gave thenn 
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f^reat hopes of relief; but alas^ thoy generally made crip- 
ples of their wearers. 

Infidblis. I havealM^ays observed, that when people have 
applied to the artist, to have that mended which they think 
the Almighty hath marred, the punishment is connected 
with the crime, as a token of the just resentment of a jealous 
God) who hath lefl none of his works amperibct ; and who 
would have them all, as indeed they ought to be, well e8« 
teemed. Jlence come corns upon the feet, and far greater 
unevenness in the synrunetry of the body, than Was before 
their application to the-meohanic. 

Fastosus. Another of -my .iliscipleB has got hair of a 
madder red, and such is her folly, that it grieves her beyond 
measure. ,But with all my wisdom, I could never find out 
the reason why red hair should be any more scandalous than 
yellow or flaxen locks : or how .it is, that scarlet is held to 
be such a- courtly color upon broadcloth^ and yet so scan- 
^lalous for a Jady to have -her head cf scarlet color. But the 
lady herself, is so apprehensive of the scandal, that she is 
Obliged to .exchange her native locks, with a neighboring 
barber, for. a set of flaxen false curls; these she flatters 
herself, ^will very well become the native fairness of her 
skin. 

Perhaps, indeed, to spare the natural crop, ahe may blind 
the eyes of beholders with powder, which. inay help to con- 
ceai the awful secret. The like expedient is used by women 
of a coquettish disposition, when to their great grief and in. 
consolable sorrow, they first perceive oldage dying a white- 
ness upon their temples^ in order to prevent the world 
having any suspicion that she is advanced in years, the co- 
quette procures a defence against the hoary hafrs ; and thus 
4^e keeps herself, as much as possible, from the belief thai 
she is growing old, until the detested wrinkles on her fore- 
head betray, the &tal secret, and then she declines faster 
than other women, because her grief gives swiflness to her 
decay. Another lady is exceedingly grieved, every tim« 
ahe looks in her glass, because, as she thinks, her face isKoo 
much upon the firo to ^be adeemed lovely ; but she comforts 
herself with the .reflection that she has good features, and 
4be great artist, *when he finished her, has lefl a dimple in 
her chin. On the other hand, her cousin beholds a systeqi 
4>f agreeable features in her own countenoiice : hut oh! 4he 
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dejection of her heart on recollecting the paleness of her 
lips. To supply the defects of nature in this, before she 
goes abroad, she has recourse to her pencil and vermilion 
shell. Thus she has some means of comfort within her 
power ; but her poor sister, who is seained with the small 
pox, is quite iDC(»isolahle. If at any time she expresses sat- 
isfaction, it is in speaking of the former agreeableness of 
her features, and fairness of her skin. But alas ! her joy is 
presently clouded with the melancholy consideration, they 
are forever gone. Some ladies are highly offended be- 
cause their hands are so big, others, that their fingers are 
* too short ; and now and then you may meet with one who is 
dreadfully tormented underneath a king Richard baok; 
which is sure to prove an intolerable burthen all the Ufe of 
the unhappy woman. 

IftFiDEi.18. Nothing more fully demonstrates our domin- 
ion in the hearts of mankind, than their being ashamed of 
their shapes and physiognomy ; the supposed deformity of 
which, they could by no means have prevented. Every de- 
gree of this kind of shame, is a tacit reproach of the Crea[- 
tor, and therefore daringly impious. Many you may find, 
ashamed of the innocent defects of their outward frames 
who are not in the least ashamed of their vain YiYea and 
unmoral conversation ; to rectify which ought to be their 
principal concern. And were there but as much pains ta- 
ken to rectify the disorders of civil life, as th^re are to hide 
the supposed defects and redundancies of the body, and to 
alter the tincture of the skin, the world would be very 'dif- 
ferent from what it is. But you take care to prevent that, 
Impiator. 

DiscosDANs. One who has made mankind no paiK of his 
study, would deem it impossible for rational beings to be 
ashamed of, and' concerned for innooent deformities of the 
t)ody, with which'no'person of common sense will ever up- 
braid them, and which never can by any means lessen the 
esteem of the judicious ; (for who can make that straight 
wiiicih the Almighty hath made crooked, or white which he 
listh imade brown T) and at the same time neglect the infi- 
iiilely more valuable mind. 

' hmnBisis. By your account, shr, your vassals ^have got 
a wrong notion of beauty, as by our long observation it ap^ 
fean, ^iv^ 'taiay *iiMk)i^timeB see a greilt deal of bsauty in a 
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person whose bodily parts no way tend to recommend hini« 
Keal beauty Jies in the constitution of the mind, and the 
praper use of its intellectual faculties : every thing else 
compared with this is. like tinsel when compared with the 
purest gold. 

That person appears truly amiable, without external' 
comeliness, who can bear the lack of it with a becomings 
grace, and who, to make i>p for all outward defects, is studi- 
ous to embellish the immortal mind. I'hat is a. part of man 
always capable of improvement ; but for the body, they may 
fret, murmur, and repine at its defects, as much as they will, 
they plainly see it does not mend the matter, for who by ta- 
king thought can add one cubit to his stature, or make one 
hair whiter or blacker ? 

FastosuSk Such is my dominion now ; nor was it less in 
the'more early ages. 1 made rude work in the tents of Ja- 
cob, bet v/cen his two wives and among his sons; and by 
those means I greatly disturbed them whom 1 could not de- 
stroy. 

Invidio. I have, until now, been silent ; but beg leave to 
observe, that I think our labor is far from being lost. See* 
ing, though we are permitted to destroy none who are good 
and virtuous, we have the pleasure of distressing and disr 
tracting them. And certainly no music can be so agreeable 
to our ears, as the sighs and groans of our enemies. There 
is something so agreeable in the destruction of infidels, and 
distracting ihe rest of mankind, that I have oflen heard our 
father Beelzebub say, he would rather aggravate his own 
torment a thousand degrees, than be robbed of that pleasure. 
His and our happiness lies chiefly in distressing mankind, es- 
pecially the virtuous and good, notwithstanding he over- 
heard Immahuel, when he said, '< I give unto them eternal 
life, and none shall pluck ^hem out of my hands." 

AvARo. One would wonder i% did not wholly discourage 
him from making further attempts against such people, e8» 
pecially if what I have heard is trire ; f mean that every a& 
fliction which they endure by his means, will be an aggra* 
vation to his own misery. But his hatred against them is 
implacable. 

FASTQsns. It is not altogether his , hatred and malice 
against them, which excite him to persecute them with such 
unwearied diligence : but it happened oa a time, that Beel» 
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aebub was by, when one of the heavenly heralds declared^ 
« That in aW the afflictions of his people, Immanuel himself 
is afflicted." And at another time Ke heard another say, 
" That Immanuel is^touchcd- with a sense eP hitman infirmi- 
ties." Nay, then, said he to himself, they shall not want 
for afflictions, if I should eindilre a thousand hells; It will be 
a heaven of delight to me, to see my fiery dartsr bound off 
from the persons to whom they are shot, and strike him 
whom 1 have in the most perfect abhorrence. So that it is 
Immanuel himself, rather than those who believe in him, at 
whom Satan is so much enraged. 

To return ,to my story. By my meanathe knot of sister- 
hood between Rachel and Leah was <]isunited, and friend- 
ship and love fled to a distance far remote fr6m their tentsv 
But' this was not the finishing strol^e of my artifice ; for 
when one generation passed away> you might always be 
sure to find me with those, who made their appeamnce next 
upon the stage of action. Hence I^ was found with the sons 
of Jacob, and made them perpetrate deeds very unworthy 
of the patriarchal character, and that even in the life-time of 
their father. The destruction of rthe Hivltes, by the sword 
of Simeon and £revi, in revenge of Shechem's^rapeon theii 
wster Dinah, wa^'WhoHy by my instigation. They griev- 
ed, and that justly ; but pride alone caHed up the demons of 
Revenge and Cruelty, who drenched themselves in Canaan^ 
itish blood. . « 

When Joseph dreamed of his- future advancement, I pre- 
vailed- with his brethren to hate him, and give admission to 
every baleful demons; under 'whose infiuescej even at the 
hazard of their father's life, they sold him into Egypt. 
There I stirred up Sabrina,. the wife of Potiphar, to revenge 
her slighted charms uppn him; Joseph himself to swear by 
the life of Pharaoh, and to carry it very strangely to hi» 
brethren in the time of their affliction, notwithstanding he 
himself had seen such wonders of Divine Providence, a9- 
mentioned by the writer of his life. Just it was that his 
lirethren should have been afflicted for their former perfidy 
and baseness ; but Joseph could never have been persuaded 
to be instrumental therein, but by my instigation. 

IvPiATOK. I am surprised, sir, you should selfect the his- 
tory of those reputed the best of men, for exemplifying your 
dominion ; whereas you make no mention of Ham, Ishmae^ 



OF DS7ILS. 178 

£sau, dsc. I thought your dominion over them was more 
full than over the other. 

Fastosvs. I mentioned the best, on purpose to save my- 
self trouble, cousin. For when you hear my power over 
them, you will easily conceive tliat my dominioa ov^r the. 
rest of mankind must be absolute. [ might indeed do my- 
self honor by telling you of the part 1 had in the lewdness of 
Ham, the despite of Ishniael, Bsau's revenge, &c. &;c., but 
I understand it as all implied in the present plan of my nar- 
rative. Indeed it would be endless to tell you of even a 
thousandth part of my achievements; and I am persuaded it 
is more agreeable to you, to hear of my occasional prevalence 
over the virtuous, than to have a full display of my uninter- ' 
rupted dominion over the inlidel part of mankind, without it. 

Yet it may not be amiss, by .way of specimen, to give you 
one instance of my influence over infidels in general. 
Amongst the millions I might adduce,J shall refer you to Ba- 
suris Pharaoh, king of Egypt, in the days of Moses and 
Aaron. Notwithstanding the mighty signs and wonders 
which God wrought by the hands of his Hebrew servants, 
he was so absolutely under my dominion, that he hardened 
himself against the Almighty, disregarded the voice of his 
prophets, and would not sufler the people to go into the wil. 
derness to worship. Moses and Aaron wrought works un. 
precedented in the presence of the king and his nobles ; but 
I persuaded bim that the whole was eflected by the power 
of magic, and that Jannes and Jambres, his own enchanters, 
could do the same, were they called to it. 

I had such possession of his heart, before any miracles 
were wrought, that he thought himself inferior to no beings 
whatever, and scorned subjection even to the Almighty. 
Pharaoh's magicians, in divers instances, by a divine per- 
mission, imitating the wonders wrought by Moses and 
Aaron, he persuaded himself that he was at least equal to 
that God who sent them,, and in the most haughty disdain he 
said, " Who is the Lord, tha.t I should obey him ? 

You have all heard that no man hath hardened himself 
against God at any time, and hath prospered : nor did he 
prosper. 1 hardened his "heart against every divine injune- 
tion, until, the God of the Hebrews utterly confounded the 
Memphian magicians, and made the haughty monarch, not 
only willing to let the people go, but eager to thrust them 
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•ut tiifr huuL However^ they had not tfavelled very &r> 
before Pharaoh, being a little recovered frooti hia conaienM^ 
tioD) was ioduced by me topursue and oblige them: to return 
to thieir drudgery, alleging the- great loss whiehboth hism^ 
jesty aad the J^yptiaa moaarch would sustain, by the de- 
parture of such a number of vigorous slaves. Punniaat t» 
this purpose, he mustered his chfiriots and horsemen, aif tb» 
Egyptian chivalry, pursued the fiigttives by dint of sword to 
compel them to their spades and wheelbarrows. Every 
one must praise lay noble intentions.; for I designed thai 
both hosts should have perished, the one by the sword of the 
Egyptians, and the other by the thunderbolts of heaven. I 
conjectured, upon good ground, that if Phamph destroyed 
the Hebrews, the Almighty would avenge their blood upon 
hil39iand his kingdonv 

'^he host of Pharaoh overtook the Hebrews near Pi-ha» 
hinoth^ where the raging ocean met them^ in the front, and a 
vast ridge of impassable mountains enclosed them, on either 
handi: ^ Glory be on me ! cried the e^uUine naonarch. Sea 
bow my happy stars have hemmed in the nigitives! Now 
ahall they either return to their servitude^ or perish on the 
points, of Egyptiajnsworda; and Pharaoh sbali no more be 
upbraided with a God greater then himself." But Phanu 
oh's boastings were premature; his hopea were Uaated be* 
fore they were lull blown : for it earoe to pass, that the Al* 
mighty took the cause of his people into, his own haads, 
wrought salvation for them, and wiUi an high hand destroy-^ 
ed him and all the Egyptian chivalry. 

Business calls me hence, gentlemen* I h<^ it good, tbat 
vf». aifioum until to«mocrow:.. 



OV DEVUIU m 



DIALOGUE XllU 

ALL TH£ DIAL0GEAN8 FRBSSNT. 

AvARo. Indeed^ gentlemeo^ what I tell you is true, you 
caanot conceive how much I aoicaressed by the grovelling 
slaves. 

Fastosusw Do not boast, cousin, nor let it once enter 
your mind, that your reception amon^ mankind is more 
cofdial and hearty than mine ; for where there is one per- 
son who prostitutes himself to ^; devil A varo, there are at 
leaat twenty who fall down at the shrine of the adored Fa8«^ 
tosus ; though I will still own 3*our craftiness has subdued 
not a fe,w to your grovelling sway. 

AvAso,. Not a ie.w, indeed ! Every nation fumisheth its 
quota, to make up the number of my abject slaves, who 
adore^ me under feigped names, suitably adapted to tiie ge. 
nius of eacl) country* For instance, in Holland, I am called 
Mynheer Industry; in FraQcey Monsieur Prudence; in 
Spain, I bear the name of Don Diligence ; in Austria and 
Blissia, as also at the Hague, I un knowji by the name of 
Good Policy ; and in Great Britain and her colonies, I am 
called Mister Care, alias Mr. Frugality ; but my true name 
beiog rightly translated will read Q>vetousness. 

Great advantages arise to us from the concealment of oor 
prpper names. The word covetousness, you know, is of 
such a true brimstone color, that unless I had some method 
of disguising it^ I could get but few adorers in comparison 
of what I have. There are thousands who delight to keep 
me under their roo6, by the feigned names of Industry and 
Fnigality, who would be afraid to be seen in my company, 
mider the name of Covetousness. They rise up early, sit 
up late, they eat the bread of carefulness, can never get 
enough of work done by their servants and laborers; they 
buy as cheap and mM as dear as they can^ and are for ever 
eono^nittg schemes of money-getting ; and yet they are not 
covetous ; all the world could not petsuade them that they 
are the worshippers of the devil Avaro. Even those whose 
q^ming and evening desires run in the following strain :. 
«Whal8h«UIdP teget naomeyt How shall 1 maiiagji t» 
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keep what I have got out of the reach of piHering rogues?" 
Such are their desires, and yet they are not covetous. Not- 
withstandiag, their iacrease, they cannot^ with pleasure, a&. 
sist the needy, unless by so doing tliey can serve themselves ; 
and yet they are not covetous. Such people are very apt 
to consider gain as a proof of their godliness, and it is diffi- 
cult for them to believe a poor man i» honest. If his honesty 
is so clear that they cannot deny it, they will tjacitly charge 
him with either indolence or want of economy, as they take 
it for granted, any man may prosper in the world if he will ; 
and yet they are not covetous. 

Ii^FfDBLis. Your disciples, Avaro, it seemSj have but little 
acquaintance with that divine providence which we are 
constrained to confess ; that providence which emptieth the 
store-house of one and fills that of another, according to the 
dictates of unerring wisdom. But by long ob^rvation, we have 
learned, that the race is not to the swid, nor the battle to 
the strong, but to whomsoever the Arbiter of the universe 
is pleased to give the blessings What most surpriseth me, is, 
to see so many of your people among the professors of reli. 
gion. Do you think they have never beard that those wbe 
love the world,^ have not the love of' the Father in them;- 
and that fHendship with the world is enmity against God ? 
Or do they suppose themselves capable- of serving both God 
and maoHnon? 

AvARo. With your leave, sip, such texts of scripture are 
of no weight with our people. Some consider them as in- 
terpolations, others mistranslated, others still deem them. 
erroneous, therefore not to be regarded; and all agree that 
the force of such passages ought to be reasoned away. Yes,. 
brother fiends, you may meet with many, who, if their men-, 
tal sentiments' may be , known by their outward conduct, 
believe themselves capable enough of serving both God and 
manKnon, and that it is very consistent to Ibve both God and 
the world at the same time. ' All the week round, they are 
80 earnestly engaged in pursuing werldly advantages, that 
one would suppose they had got an assurance- that for one 
thousand years, at least, to enter a{>on> their sou4s shali not 
be required of them ; or indeed one would think they believe 
not a syllable of the Bible» or that there is either God or 
devil, heaven or belt. Yea, so ardent is their chase after 
gold, they cannotspare so much time as to ask their servants^ 



OF DE1^ICS. Vt'7 

whether tfiey intend for heaVen or hell at their death ? 
Whether they serve God or the devil? Whether they read 
the Bible, oi* idle plays and novels 1 Whether they go to 
church or ale-house on a Sunday ; or, indeed, whether they 
are Pagans or Ghristjans*, Papists or Protestants? And yet, 
they are good Chrfetians themselves, members of churches, 
and worshippers of the God of heaven. 

Notwithstanding their fervent zeal for, and unwearied 
diligence in; the cause of mammon, they will not absent 
themselves from church on a Sabbath day on any considera- 
tioti ; but, with all sincerity imaginable, with the devotion 
of one holiday wipe off the stains of the former six, and on 
Monday come forth, as fresh for th6 avaricious chase as 
ever. Thus, you see, my subjects, by their conduct, plainly 
tell yotti they believe it veiy possible to serve both God and 
mammon ; and thus- they give the lie to divine testimony. 

It i9 now a9 it always was; many people follow religion 
with the same views with those of the loaf and the fish fol^ 
lowers ; they take up religion to procure a character among 
men, that it may serve as a cloak for their mercenary pur. 
poses. The person deemed religious, being capable of ex* 
ecuting avaricious schemes with greater facility and advan- 
tage, than the laaxv who' is' known to be an enemy to all 
religion. 

Fastosus. It seems, Avaro, your money-hunters can 
adapt religion or any thing to the great end of getting. I 
know thousands, who would not attend the worship of, 'God 
at all, if they found not their account in it. 1 have laughed, 
many times, at seeing the atheist and the deist come to 
church and receive the sacrament, to qualify them for places 
of public concern. It may safely be supposed, that men 
who believe not the sacrament to bo of divine institution, 
have some ends, no way religious, to answer by their re* 
ceiving it. It is not a littb <ftt)ll too, to see many, who, for 
conscience sake, dissent from- the church of England, when 
they have the prospect of preferment, come cerdiaHy to the 
altar, and receive the consecrated^ elements* from the parish 
priest. Mortal man could not db more to secure all the 
emoluments of both church and state to their own party for 
ever, than the authors of the test act did, and yet many dis- 
senters play the devil in cheating them. It must be a closa 
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ha4ge indeed, m which some people wili not find a hole t» 
cteep throughr 

* Impiator. Ay, uncle, and it is every whit as droll to see 
many of my subjects^ who never attend at church, except 
upon those oecasions ; men who spend their whole time in 
drinking, gaming, and whoring, admitted to the table of the 
Lord, to serve a turn in politics, contrary to every rule, di^ 
vine and human ; and yet those men commence the pillars 
and governors jof the church, without coming near its assem- 
blies on other occasions. These things make antazingly for 
our interest. 

IiiFiDBU^. Not many days^ sinde^ your son Discordans 
gave us a most agreeable account of some of his operations, 
by the instrumentality of Prejudice and False-Reasoning. I 
9hould be glad, my nephew, if you will be pleased, to go on 
with your story. 

DiscoRj^ANs. I have no phjection,. sir, if my honored pa- 
rent will be pleased to permit. But Discordans cannot so 
much as breaihe, without the instigation of great Fastosus. 

Fastosus. You do me great honor, my sen, and have my 
permission to proceed ; but atf I have urgent business in 
hand, and am already acquainted with your story, I shall 
leave you for the present, and meet you here to-morrow. 
Darkness and confusion altend vou all. 

DiscoRDAits. This same glass, False-Reasoning, is the 
mirror in which the Jewish clergy, doctors of law, scribes 
and Pharisee^, tried the doctrines and actions of Immanuel 
and all his folfowess. By these mean^ they were fatally 
deceived, and led to reject the counsel of God against them- 
selves; yoa,, hardened to that degree, as to say, the light 
which enlighteiketh every man that cometh into the world, 
is absolutely darkness, and to charge the Maker of all things 
with being a magician ; even to put forth their sangainary 
hands, and Knurder the Lord of life. 

You may think I was closely employed in those days, as 
there was not a phariseo in the whole world, whom 1 had 
not furnished with an inverting mirror and telescope. By 
these meiin» they becanrie quite enamored with their owa 
supposed virtue, and held all besides themselves to be ac^ 
cursed ; that is to say, heretics, because |^y knew not the 
law ; that is, they did not measure length and breadth, ex. 
actly according to the standard of orthodoxy, which in all 



ages has been the traditions of the eldeis, andnot theaoiip. 
tures of truth, as some have erroneously asserted. 

Impiatob. Hold, cousin, there 1 think you must be wrong ; 
fer 1 myself was wont to hear Immanuel, (who yoti knoiw 
eould not lie) refer his hearers to the Scripture for the reao. 
lution of all doubts. 

DiscoBnANs. That is nothing at all to the purpose cou- 
sin* 1 readily grant, and none can honestly deny it, that 
the Scripture is the standard of troth; hut truth and^ortho. 
doxy are two things, very diiierent and sometimes diamet. 
rically opposite to one another. Bible doctrine is the same 
in all ages and nations ; bttt orthodoxy in one nation diffieQi 
at least as muqh from - orthodoxy in another nation as the 
several elimiites do from one another. To ^o no farther 
than Britam, you see what is south of the Tw^ aocountad 
the purest religion in the world, is, upon travelling farther 
towards the pole, deemed corrupt, superstitious, and anti. 
christian. So it is vice versa. Moreover, what has been 
orthodox and apostolic in one age, has Had the misfortune 
to become quite heterodox and damnable in the ne%t ; so 
that there is no certain standard of orthodoxy in any nation : 
but truth is always the same and knowsino standard but oncb 

Indeed the synod of Dort, and the 'reformers of the £ng. 
lish church, have done what mortal men^couM do to:fix nm 
everlasting standard of orthodoxy by tying ;all 'future .pro. 
feasors to subscribe their traditions. - But<ev«n that is insu^ 
fieient. For, by the help of mental reftervatian, many subu 
acribe contrary to their real belief; :and others, -who have 
not that address^ even go without a benefice, let them he- 
lieve the. Bible ever so piously. Yea, ]^;have known maagr 
deemed hereties, and burned at a slake, merely for believ. 
ing the BiUe. Orthodox papists, orthodox episcopaliansy 
orthodox presbyterians, and orthodox cengr^ationaltsts, 
have all had the honor of putting people to death for tfamr 
want of orthodoxy ; that is, because they were daringenough 
to think for themselves, contrary to the known maxims of 
the orthodox 'priests, in every age. You know,'it is obser- 
^ablci that the orthodox are eondescendingienough to euSEtat 
other people to hav^e thought for them. 

litFXATOR. What, cousin, hi»« any seetof' Ohristians, be^ 
alAee'otir friends the papists, been found toiperseeuOe tlicae 
who' diftred frsnn 'thenil 
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iDi$ooEDAN8. Yes, cousin, every sect which has at anj 
time beea happy enough to grasp the reins of govemment 
for the time being. The worthy papists bore the bell of or- 
thodoxy for the space of twelve hundred and sixty yeai% 
during which time much blood was shed by open massacres, 
secret assassinations, pretended judicatures, acts of bloody 
faith ; «nd, at lost, to fini^ the bloodv reign of anti-christ, 
England, France, the Netherlands, an'a the valkj/is of Pied- 
mont swam with the gore of such who would believe the Bi- 
ble sooner than the voice of the priests. Qiieen Mary's 
reign furnished the orthodox an her day with a fine oppor- 
tunity of discovering their seal for the church, by murdering 
those who believed and obeyed the. Bible; but her reign 
being short, and Elizabeth ascending the throne upon her de- 
mise, the other scale rose uppermost, and the protestanta in 
their turn became orthodox ; that is, got the government 
into their hands. 

O the violence of reputed orthodoxy ! Those same .gen- 
tlemen were no sooner emerged from .prison than^ they .also 
let the world know, that they were not to be differed firon 
with ^impunity ; that the formula of their faith and worship 
must be regarded with as implicit obedience, as that in the 
fonher reign imposed by the papists. Now the presbyteri- 
ans, independents) and otl\er congregationalists, felt the 
weight of their rage, or if you please, zeal for orthodoxy, 
and the good of the churchy Now the prison-keepers, and 
their friend Master Ketch, had pretty near as ^ONod a run 
of trade as in the reign of Mkry» And now th^ wilds of 
America began to be well peopled with English *prote9tants 
and oppressed dissenters ; and the good episcopalians at 
home, kept Ihe fleece to themseWes, and had all the good 
of the church before them. But those said presbyterians 
and Independents had no sooner crossed the ocean for coo* 
science sake, and found themselves secure from episcopaiiaa 
rage, than they themselves commenced orthodox and set up 
their own formula as* the standard of reUgioii, to which 
they required as implicit submission from others as the good 
bishops of England had orewhile done from themselves ; 
and now the poor antipedobaptists and quakers wese taught, 
that a mittimus is a mittimus, whether it is signed by a pa- 
pist, an episcopalian, or a^resbyterian ; and that sentence 
<«f death is to be dreaded as much from the oienth of the latter 
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«s of the former. Those same dissenters, who had so lately 
found Old England too hot for themselves, by the glowing^ 
of priestly zeal for orthodoxy, soon made New England too 
hot for the poor quakers and ajitipedobaptists ; who, to es« 
ca,pe the rage for presbytery, fled, the one to Pennsylvania 
and the other to Rhode.Island, that they might not be com- 
pelled to worship God according to other people's conscien- 
ces, and contrary to their own. 

Infidelis. So then the old spirit of calling down fire 
from heaven upon heretics, or those who walk in a different 
way, it seems has prevailed in modern times as well as of 
yore. O what a mask is that ! human rage in the character 
of godly zeal ! It is wonderful to see people glorifying the 
prince of liberty, but shutting their brethren up in a dungeon 
for conscience sake ; worshipping the savior of men's lives 
by putting people to death, because they will worship him 
in a different form ; and it is as wonderful that the ambas- 
sadors of peace, as they call themselves, should be the prin- 
cipal agents of this violence. 

DiscoRDANs. But for the ambassadors, persecution had 
never been known in the world, sir. The laity have so 
little zeal for God, that they would, if not instigated by the 
clergy, suffer men to worship him according to the besi 
understanding they have of his mind revealed in the Bible. 
But the ambassadors are quite of another opinion; for, by 
them it is determined^ that God shall be worshipped in the 
very mode by them directed, or he shall not be worshipped 
at all, if they can help it. The honor of persecution, alias 
punishing of heretics, must all be ascribed ta the reverend 
ambassadors. 

Imfiatos. By ambassadors, I suppose, cousin, you mean 
popish priests in contradistinction from protestant ministers. 

PiscoRDANS. I mean both papists and protestants, cousin; 
and with me it is not very easy to determine which best de- 
serve the honorable appellation. 

But to return to my story. I taught tRe respectable 
pharisees in general the use of my instruments, which, as 
you saw in, the late experiment, perfectly inverteth every 
object ; and so, by my prudent management, those very 
people, held to be the most religious of the Jews, were 
wrought up to such a degree of self-conceit, as to fit them 
for executing the will of the devil ; still supposing that they 
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were doing good service to the God of Israel. Cofitemplated 
under the reflection of my ingenious instruments, those 
pharisecs, who were darkness itself, considered themselves 
as angels of light, and each became so enamored of his own 
personal excellencies, that all who were not of their sect or 
persuasion, were held in the most consummate abhorrence ; 
as accursed, and ignorant of their traditions, yea, even ene- 
mies to the Almighty. 

They viewed Immanuel, the brightness of the Father*B 
glory, and express image of his person, by the help of my 
glasses, in which, to them, he appeared as one come from 
Beelzebub, and performing miracles in the spirit and power 
of the great apostate. His imtnediate disciples were, indeed, 
men of whom the world was not worthy ; yet, viewed by 
the help of these notable instruments, they appear as 
creatures the most despicable. Although men of peaceful 
principles, willing to spend and be spent for the good of 
mankind, they were held to be enemies to the public good ; 
men who turn tb^ world upside down ; unworthy of ft dwell- 
ing in the tents of humanity, and therefore thrust out of the 
world with violence. Such wonderful works were accom- 
plished of old, by the help of these amazing instruments, and 
still they are perfect as ever, and fit for operation. 

Even at this day, when the whole system of revealed 
truth is examined by my inverting mirror, it is misappre- 
hended as cunningly devised fables ; a well-concerted sys- 
teni of falsehood ; or a priestly imposition on the consciences 
and understanding of the laity. Yes, my fellow destroyers, 
by my wise government, many who value themselves as the 
greatest masters of reason, are so absolutely stupid as to sap- 
pose that the etenial God has lefl man at large, without any 
given law or revelation of his mind, to which their submis- 
sion is required. Being thus stupidly absurd, you will not 
wonder, that the same masters of reaton have been ingeni- 
ous enough to^^nd out, that this world, unwieldly as it is, 
was dexterous enough to create itself, and possesseth wisdom 
efiough to be its own governor. 

Infidblis. By your leave, cousin, this last part of your 
account belongs to my administration. You preside onlf 
over dissensiun and division. 1 want to hear some of your 
o()erations of this kind^ 

BiacoftDAivs. True, dr. But if 1 preside ofverdisBensioBSy 
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divisioDS, animosities, &e. you know I must be allowed to 
use proper means, by which my works are to be propagated ; 
for 1 am not like those human fools, who expect the end 
without using the means. Besides, sir, that one devil should 
assist another, is by no means against the laws of our fra- 
ternity. If I, to prornote my beloved discord, call in the as- 
sistauce of your bewildering influences ; 1 also, in a kind re- 
turn, by the divisions which I fpment, greatly strengthen 
the slavish bands of great infidelity. Our uoterest being 
mutual, I hope the worthy Infidelis will never grumble to 
lend me ail possible iassistance, in striving to make this 
earth, as much as may be, to resemble the regions of the 
damned. Moreover, our great prince and parent is no way 
careful, about which of his illustrious family is the instru- 
ment in damning a soul, so that the work of damnation is 
effected. 

Infidelis. I have no objection, cousin, to assist you, or 
any of the kindred. All 1 desire is, to have due notice 
taken of my influence. Our leading view ought undoubtedly 
to be the destruction of men, in compliance wi\h the will of 
our great ancestor. But I detain you. 

DxscoRDANS. The ancient pharisees were not the only 
dupes I have had in the world. The great man at Rome, 
the father o[ the world, and bead of the church of anti« 
Christ, has been as much my dupe as people of less em- 
inence, as I shall show you in the sequel. 

Infidklis. What, cousin, have you become acquainted 
with my old friend ? I should like to know how that can^ 
to pass, and what acquaintance you have with him. 

DiscoRDANS. I accomplished it in the following manner* 
First I presented his supreme holiness with a pair of my in- 
struments, of the right Luciferian construction, on pnrpose 
that he might, by their assistance, try all the bulls he should 
publish, and all the causes which should come before him* 
For it ought to be observed, the time was when the whole 
world wondered at his infallible judgment. Infallible, so 
given out, and so for many ages received. Yea, so powerful, 
so efficacious has been the word of his holiness, that ere now 
his very breath has blown the crown off from the head of 
one prince, upon that of another. So very extensive his 
sovereign sway, that to give a kingdom to a devoted friend, 



(84 DIALOGUES 

was no more to hifki, than to give a snuflTof sneezing wooiH 
be to atrusty highlander. 

From the use of my instruments there arises a necessity 
that his holiness's buljs, &;c. siiould be the most perfect anti- 
christianism ; so that in the inverting mirror they may as- 
sume the likeness of unerring truth. It is the same with 
the persons and things which the hoary father is coocerned 
with : the sentence is, in general, contrary to the real in- 
trinsic merit of the party or cause. Hence we find a turbu- 
lent Becket canonized ^r a saint, and placed among the 
Roman deities; and a pious Cranmer condemned to the 
stake. Regicide is rewarded as meritorious, whilst walking 
according to the dictates of conscience is held altogethef 
damnable, both in this and the future world. 

From the proper application of this mirror, popish bulls, 
decrees of councils, canons and churches, human composed 
fortfiulasof worship, are supposed to be stamped with divine 
authority ; whilst the Bible, that only revelation of the di'- 
vine mind, is considered not only as insufficient to show to 
men the way of salvation, but even dangerous to be read by 
thelniiy; and it is absolutely forbidden their use, lest, by 
■knowing too nruch of the will of God, they should perish 
from the popish fiiith. So the good' old vicar obliges the 
• laiiy to go-to heil blindfold without complaining. 

Nothing can be more certain, than that either his holiness 
the pope, or the writers of the scriptures, must be mistaken. 
The former says the Bible is dark, mysterious, difficult to be 
understood, and even dangerous to the souls of men ; where- 
as the latter say, the scripture TVay of salvation is so plain 
and easy, that the wayfaring man, though a stranger, though 
even a fool, shall not err therein. The pope has, for weighty 
reasons, been pleased to forbid the use of the scriptures, un- 
der the heavy penalty of death and damnation ; Jesus, the 
author of the Bible, commands all men to search the scrip- 
tures ; and his spirit in Paul, applauds this conduct ki the 
noble Bereans. Surely this points out the very person of 
antichrist". His holiness at Rome, and all other great lead- 
ers of the church are of opinion that the scripture is not of 
itself sufficient to be the guide ef conscience, the rule of 
faith and practice, therefore canons, creeds, liturgies, dtc. are 
introduced to make the formula of worship more complete. 
But Paul the apostle tells mankind, that the scripture is able 



OF DEVILS. 166 

through God, to make them wise to salvation. So that the 
one or the other must needs be rx^istaken. 

Ihpiator. His holiness of Rome was m the right, to for- 
bid reading of the Bible, and they find their account in so 
doing. The old Bible, I am told, tolerates even a gospel 
minister to lead about a wife, but confines him to one only. 
Therefore this Bible did not suit my good friends of the 
priesthood. But the pope's Bible, which forbids to marry,, 
and enjoins an unreserved auricular confession, gives the 
gentlemen of the cloth an opportunity, under the pretence 
of being righteous more than others, of being lascivious to 
the uttermost, and to defile all the nuns in the convent. 
What full.fj?d friar would not choose a free admission into 
such a seraglio, rather than be confined by sacred marriage 
to one only wife? With them it is a rule, that much plea- 
sure arises from variety. 

DiscoRDANS. So^ cousin, I find you are acquainted with 
our old friends, the priests of Rome. 

Ihfiatoiu I have been long acq^uainted with them. Why, 
cousin, the greater part of them. dwell in my canton of lito. 
lal fornicators, and they are all fi:eemen in the district of mys- 
tical whoredom^ 

DiscoRDANs. I have taken cace to furnish every true mem- 
ber of the Italian church with a partial telescope, by the 
help of which he takes a false view of the^ members of aU 
other communities whatever; and in the very spirit of the 
ancient pharisees, holds all to be accursed who are not of his 
eommuniion. By these means also, the holiness of real saintft 
is called heresy, and the heresy o£ the papists obtams the 
name of holiness* The will-worship, superstition, and idoU 
atry, of those sons of the mystic whore, they call piety, 
whilst the pure spiritual worship of God, in Christ, is by 
them termed schism and heresy. 

' In my instruments the papists, in genera]^ view the right- 
eousness of lounanuel, as the ground of man's acceptance 
with God, and therefore, say they, ^' It is all a chimera, a 
mere shadow, a doctrine of licentious tendency, upfit to be 
{Uiblished amoi^t manjqo^." But when they consider their 
awn personal merit, by the help of my telescope, they ate 
ravished with their own supposed excellency. " A right- 
eousness of their awo,'^ say they* ^< is a work of euhstance^ 
aad will beax oar dependence. Here J9.%iitepu3a998 9£ my 
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own working out, enough to obtain the favor of God, and to 
spare. Blessed be my own hands for working out my sal- 
vation, and more than my salvation. Adored be my own 
heart, for possessing more than 'holiness sufficient to bring 
fne to heaven." Of the same opinion is the Rev, Mr. John 
Wesley, with whom it is plain, that the grace of God. is in- 
sufficient to salvation, without the co-operation of the erea- 
ture ; who yet is confessedly incapable of doing any thing 
aright. There is a very near relation between the old gen- 
tleman at Rome, and his kinsman at the Foundry. Both are 
popes, though the latter is much more diminutive than the 
former.' 

There was a time, when the whole assembhige of priests 
took jt into their heads to promote their own religion, and 
to suppress that which had any tendency to lessen the im- 
portance of the sacerdotal order. For their more success 
they inquired of my mirror*, as an oracle, ft t detection, as 
to means most proper for the purpose. Answer was given, 
" By the power of the sword." Therefore, ir^ the popish 
Bible, it is written, " Those who, in contempt of holy church, 
shall take upon them to live according to the dictates of con- 
science and scripture, shall die the death, and their estates 
shall be confiscated to the prfnce of the reahn, provided al- 
ways that one full moiety of every such estate shall, without 
d^cPuction, be returned to his holihess at Rome, the prince 
over the kings of the earth. Moreover, whoever shall hes- 
itate about yielding his conscience to the guidanee of the 
priest, and shal?^ not with apparent willingness bind his sou! 
to the horns of the pontilfical altar, shall be deemed and 
damned for an heretic ; that is, shall be burned out of this 
world at a stake, and shall burn forever in the world to 
come, according to the good pleasure of his merciful holi^ 
ness." 

Infidelis. Ah, cousin, the devil was sadly outwitted io 
that affair ; for aUhough the burning of heretics was a pleas- 
ing diversion to our good friends the priests for the time be. 
ing, it has brought them into contempt which will prove 
everlasting. Having set the world upon reflection, itis now 
found, to our grief, that the religion of Jesus has no- con- 
toexion with a spirit of intolerance, which, wherever it ob-^ 
tains, is known to be the spirit of antichrist. One wonldf 
teaUy suppose, that the successor of St. Peter had quite for- 



OF DEVILS. 1^7 

gottGD thft injunction given his predecessor, to cease from 
the use of the sword and let it abide in its sheath, seeing he 
accounts its edge to be the most convincing of all argumentEk 
But I interrupt your story, cousin. 

DiscoRDANS. 0(\en have I seen the whiipsical hermit 
and fantastical devotee, take an- ample view of his own re- 
ligious proceedings, with this partial telescope and inverting 
mirror, and thus sounds the voice of self.applause from the 
hermitical cell at the bottom of Sinai, or on. the top of Ararat. 
<< Lo, what a high degree of holiness my own self-denial and 
assiduity have procured me. Behold! what great good my 
crucifixion of the fleshy and separation from the world, have 
wrought out for me; -for which I may thank my own reso- 
lution* By my pious, diligence, 1 have obtained holiness sufl. 
ficient to <)ualify me for, and good works more than enough 
to entitle me to heaven. Happy 1, who have made such a 
good improvement of my timb ! Unlike to those indolent 
people, who, when they die, are obliged either to purchase 
their pardons at an advanced price, or to lie for ages in the 
flames of purgatory,, burning away their rebellions; I shall 
get safe to heaven^ without so much as touchisg at that 
flaming prison on -my journey." 

Ihfiator. Dear cousin, how I have laughed ; laughed roy-^ 
self out of breath, stroi>g and healthy as my lungs are, to 
see the papal penitent, afler he has in. holy zeal whipt him. 
seH with the cat-o^nine.tails,ioF the length of several streets, 
till the impious, oflending gore has. laid on the stones. En., 
amored with his own fortitude, in sa belaboring the sinful 
flesh, I have seen him, afler his penitential work was finish, 
ed, examine every stripe by the help of my valuable instry.. 
ments, and as he viewed, he cried with the voice of exulta. 
tioii, << A h, how infatuated are those who hope to get to hea. 
ven in a whole skin ; without mortifying and punishing the 
wicked flesh ! To. expose themselves to such severe exercise 
in the discipline of purgatory, for want oi devotion enough 
to submit to the discipline of the church, how impious! But 
I shall have a speedy entrance ifito happiness on my dissoh*. 
tion ; for I mortify the members of this body, and these- 
wounds religiously inflicted voluntarily by my own hand^ 
will be so many mouths to intercede for me with the AU 
floighty." 

AvARO. So thoDi cousin, the ifitercemioD of Immanuel is 
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quite out of the question, with your penitents, I perceiye. 
And indeed those people who can whip themselves to hea- 
ven cannot have much need of his advocacy and intercession. 
If the whip, well applied, can save a man from destruction, 
one would be apt to <:onclude, that Immanuel might have 
saved himself the expense of such bloody sufferings and 
agonizing sorrows as he underwent. 

DiscoBDANS. That is true, cousin ; but their first concern 
i^i not with Immauuel, but his hbliness the pope. S»i aboul 
the favor of God, but that of his reverence the priest, wha 
is,thought to have all the orators of heaven under his influ- 
emoe. Therefore, those that hope for favor with the inhabit- 
ants of heaven, must be very careftil not to lose the good 
graces of the parson ,- for it is thought, nO man can meet 
with a cordial reception in the other world, but what brings 
proper credentials with him from the ghostly guide of his 
conscience in this. But Death is a wonderful instructor,, 
and teaches the poor beguiled criminals,, lessons which they 
never thpught of in life ; and amongst others, this important 
one, that the favor of the pope and priest can be of no more 
service to a dying nrvan, than the favor of Mahomet. 

When the true-born sons of the scarlet whore, are pleased 
to view the Protestants with my telescope, indignation rises 
in the heart ; and thus they give vent to their zeal and ven- 
geance ; << Ah, what a goodly heaven woukl it he to see those 
heretics broiling in the flames of belli When shall veo- 
gea^iee fall to the uttermost upop those who dare despise the 
anihority of the church and its holy priest?'* 

liCFXPBLis. It is allowed on all hands in the church of 
tiome,, that to protest against the pope's supremacy, and dis- 
believe^ his infallibility, is the sio unpardonable ; for which 
no dispensation whatever cian be obtained &om the cleigy> 
however much their so doing may be approved in heaven.. 
And it is an article in the papal faith, that fire and faggot, 
rack and gibbet, are the most convincing, or rather invinci- 
ble of all argaments, and therefore never to be omitted in 
tlie decision oCrdigious disputes. 

Ibcpiatob. When we consider., sir, that his holiness of 
Rome is not svch am able logieian as Jesus of Nazareth,, 
and hath a religion very difierent from his to defead, we 
must allow that he is in the right of it to reason^ with the 
edge q£ the coercive weapoiu Prauduient reHgioa is Ikible 
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to many disadvantages to which truth is- not subject ; and 
although the one will eternally stand of itself, against all 
the iiMichinations of darkness, the other will require the 
assistamie of violence and infolerance to uphold il. Who 
then can blame their papal reverences for pulling the sword 
from its scabbard, in order to convince gainsayers? I have 
seon many, by dint of sound reasoning-, most grievously con- 
found the holy fathers, who became like dumb dogs that 
could not bark before them, in a moment's time silenced by 
the end of a cord^ or some such irrefutable argument. These 
are wonderful ways to enlighten the consciences of heretics, 
gentlemen. " But 1 pray you, cousin, have you no concern 
among the Protestants ?. 

DiscoRDANs. Not a little, cousin, which, to-morrow, I 
may give you some account of; but at present must forbear, 
the usual time of interview being elapsed. A<]ieu, my kins- 
men, adieu'* 
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DISCOBDANS. 

Yes, gentlemen, strange as it may seem, I assure you mjr 
advantages by these instruments are great, and my influ- 
ence even over Protestants not to be despised. Though, it 
is true, I am at no pains to prejudice the Protestants against 
the Papists^ or to make use' of my instruments in order to 
render tire latter more disagreeable than they really are. 
For, whilst in the body, it is impossible to make a thorough- 
bred paprst more diabolical than h^ is already, f leave it 
therefore with t[he Protestants to 'examine the worshippefti 
of the pope, iff the mirror of revealed truth, by which the 
anli-christianisra of that religion is sufficiently detected; 
and all the fallacy of priestcraft is brought to open light. 
But, great is the business which I do between one Protect- 
ant and another ; who, atthough they unanimously agree to 
shake off the papal yoke, are most grievously divided among 
themselves. They abominate the high and arrogant pre- 
tensions of Rome ; yet they themselves are severally tho 
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most orthodox, and drink deeper into the spirit of popeiy 
than they are perhaps aware of, even of the precious spirit 
of intolerance and bigotry. 

When a :;ealous ohurchmany such as Sacheverel, or his 
lordship of L- ^-fT, or a DureU, No Wei, or Blackett, ex- 
amines his own party with my teiescope and mirror ; how 
enamored is the good man on " ihp discovery of his own ex- 
cellency! How much of the self-opinionated strain flows 
from hi» boasting lips ! " There is no doubt, says he, but our 
church is truly apostolical ; the purest church in the whole 
world. *We hold fast the form of sound words, and a^re not 
forgetful of the tradition of the elders." 

Infidislss. No, cousin, they are not forgetful of tradition ; 
for with all the pompous parade of lordly prelates, there is 
not a small part of the Episcopalian formula that derives its 
existence from the traditions of even the Romish fathers. 
Cringing and curtsying when the name of Jesus is pro. 
nounced ; worshipping with the face towards the east ; 
keeping lent,- and oiher holidays besides the Christian Sab- 
bath ; fasting on Fridays ; crossing in baptism ; with a great 
many more, are all sprung from Ihe Italian fountain. In like 
manner the names of their priests evidently show that the 
pope stood godfather at their christening. And he that but 
looks on their canonical rpbes, must be instantly convinced 
that they are cut in the true Italian taste. However, they 
are not the only Protestants who hanker ader papal ca». 
toms ; for even the Geneva cloak itself discovers the tailor's 
acquaintance with the shops of Italy. And yet to hear^the 
Calvinists boast of their reformation from popery, one would 
think we could not find so mucli as a shred of the strum- 
pet's garments within the pale of their presbytery. 

DiscoRDANs. It is a rule with mankind in general, to look 
out narrowly for the nnlote in the eye of another, whilst they 
tenderly pass by the beam which is in their own eye ; and, 
as we have brought the world into such a state of disorder, 
it is no difficult matter fur the eye of jealousy to find faults 
enough. Sometimes I clap my telescope to the eye of a 
true son of the church, and direct him to survey the whole 
body of dissenters ; he obeys^ and then exclaims, " These 
same roundheads are schismatics, prone to strife and sedi- 
tion ; self-sufficient, turbulent, and uneasy bigots ; haters of 
apostolic discipline, and lovers of licentiousness, who there- 
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fore spit in the face of their mother, and wickedly leave the 
purest church in the world." 

Imfiator. I pray you, cousin, are there none apostolical 
besides the Episcopalians ? 

DisDORDANs. O yes, cousin Impiator ; aH are apostolical, 
if their own testimony is to be credited. All the Romish 
clergy are apostolical^ and give it out that Peter the fisher- 
man was their great-grandfather. The church lof Scotland 
is also apostolical, and the power of the twelve apostles is 
thought to have been transferred to the Scotch presbytery. 
The Independents are apostolical also on account of the 
soundness of their doctrine, and regularity of some part of 
their discipline. But both they and the north country clef, 
gymen labor under some disadvantages ; for the latter hare 
lost the dfeed of transfer, which conveyed the authority of 
the apostles unto the presbytery ; and the former are un- 
happy enough to be unable to produce either precept or 
precedent from the apostles for infant sprinkling, which is 
notwithstanding a foundation doctrine, and by them account- 
ed Christian baptism. The Baptists, or, as the Independents 
and Methodists respectfblly call them. Anabaptists, you may 
be sure, are not less apostolical than their neighbors, hav- 
ing, besides all the advantages claimed by the Independents^ 
the enjoyment of baptism according to the primitive institu- 
tioa. ^So that no defect whatever, in point of a gospel spirit, 
can hinder them from being apostolical. 

Even Mr. Wesley and his preachers give thetnselves out 
to be apostolical, notwithstanding Mr. Wesley asserts that 
salvation is by works, which the apostle Pstul denied. No 
contradiction whatever will hinder the teachers of the peo- 
ple frojji considering themselves as apostolical. When 1 am 
used to attend the Sandemanian .church, afler service-time, 
and divert myself with their playing at blindrtian's buff, I 
confess I coiild not easily gather from what part of the apos. 
tie's oondact they derived their warrant for this game : any 
more thaia for cards, skittles, atten<Kng play^ and masque- 
rades, going to Vauxhall, Ranelagh, d^c. &c. and yet this is 
the only apostolic church in the worid in His own esteem, 
taken in its proper connexions. However, it ii^ said, some 
of the oldest pillars of the church having had their shin« 
repeatedly broken, and the elders' noses haviag been smtt- 
tetretreDftdUoodshed^they tittv^laid attde iSbat dangerou» 
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play of blindman's buff, j90 very apostofical a few years ago, 
and have found out ways and means of becoming little chil- 
dren, less dangerous and more becoming their infant capa- 
cities, by which they may spend the evening of every Sab- 
bath. 

Ikfiator. By your leave, cousin, I have often been puz- 
zled *to find out how it is the prelates of the church of JEog- 
land came to be apostolical ; and 1 protest I. cannot, afler 
all, unriddle tj^e mystery. 1 hav« heard my father say, that 
the apostles were never consecrated to any see whatever in 
England, and there was not half the number of apostles 
there are of prelates even in this island. Moreover, I have 
heard him say, the archbishops and bishops of the English 
church are the successors of the , archflamins and ftamins, 
the dignitaries of the old British pagan church, prior to the 
days of Lucius. Now if they hold the honors and revenues 
of the pagan clergyncien, how is it that they are apostolical ? 
Is it because the name is changed from flamin to bishop, or 
how? 

Certain it is, the English bishops inust be of a more noble 
order than the. apostles. There. are iord bishops ; they pos- 
sess great revenues; they ape clothed in soil raiment, 
and dwell in king's courts ; they are too high, too polite, too 
dignified* to preach in a common assembly, or indeed in any 
other, more than twice or thrice a year. But the apostles 
were men of mean extraction, not lords, not right rever- 
ends ; plain Paul, Peter, James, &c. They were contented 
if their revenues would purchase food and raiment for 
then ; they seldom appeared amongst great men, in king's 
courts, otherwise than in quality of prisoners ; they were 
willing to spend and be spent, in preaching the gospel to all 
people, and on all occasions ; they had no carriages, no 
equipages ; nothing to glory of but Ntheir afflictions, which 
fell upon them in everyplace wherever they jcame. 

Infidelis. There is some weight in your reasoning, my 
son, and they will understand it hereafter. But, in the mean- 
while, it is not clever iit the churchmen, however zealoos, 
to charge the nonconformists with having separated from 
the church. The church of England, in her rubric, defines a 
church to be ^< a congregation of faithful men, where the 
word is preached, and the^ ordinances are administered ;** 
ffom whence it is plain^ a church may meet in a houss 



^hich has never a steeple ; and a man may leave the house 
of parish worship, or what is called the parish church, and 
yet cleave to a congregation of faithful men and women, 
where the ordinances apoAdmi a istcred and the word preach- 
ed, which the .rubric, as ibeibre observ-ed, acknowledges to 
be the Irue ^church. Churches are built of living stones^ 
wliich.never a parish church, .nor cathedral in England is; 
therefore a departure, from them can never, with propriety, 
be said to be a schism in the, church. My good friend, the 
high churchman, is somewhatrUnkind to the non-<;onformist» 
in this afiair. 

J>iscoRDANs. I allow 4t, sir. But I assure you the non- 
<x)nfbrmist perfectly understands the r law < of retaliation,' and' 
is an adept in the use of my instruments. In some zealous 
hour of self-approbation you may hear his thoughts about 
the Episcopalians. << These Episcopalians, says he, tliese 
mongrels, are monsters in -religion ; like Ephraim, they are 
4ieither baked nor unbaked, but like a cake not turned ; neithev 
^ood protestants nor right papists. Partly they worship 
God, and partly they obey the pope* What consistency' 
^an there be in such a jumbled religion ? Can there be any' 
good where there is so much papal dross and refuse? Anyr 
true religion where there is so much false traditional super- 
«stition ? Can there be any thkig of the substance, wher« 
there is so much of the shadow?" So you see there is neve» 
.a-^ect of Protestants, but wiH occasionally do the. devil » 
^kindness in their treatment of one another. 

Ikfidblxs. This language of the non-oonformists is aQ% 
general, cousin ; for there are many who believe that a per- 
son may reaUy be -saved, although even not of their «eoj]i- 
munity ; and that all who differ from them, are not to be« 
treated as absolutely- enemies to^od and all religion^ The 
tike may be said; of the good people of the church of JSngr* 
.land. For amongst them you will find some who do nol 
really think that every dissenter is absolutely in a state ol 
damnation, and hope at least that a man may escape keliy 
even, though he never sets his foot in the parish choroh*: 
However, I have oflen been highly diverted at hearing th«r 
church parson on the one hand, railing against the neigJh^ 
boring dissenters as worse than the papists, instead, of 
;f)]!eaching the gospel ; and on the other hand, the dis9snte% 
^ith the gseatest dext^ity, baodyiag baek the awmtt upa» 
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his reference as the dog^ that barks at the sheep of Christ* 
Prejudice, cousin, deals all in extremes ; it never touches 
on the fniddle path of judgment, the path reserved for the 
gentle steps of caiidor. 

DiscoBDANs. It is not enough that I persuade the tnost 
bigoted part of both conformists and non-conformists, recip- 
rocally to consider ^ach other as the avowed and incorri- 
gible enemies of Christianity, and themselves to be its warm- 
est votaries. But I find means to procure the non-cons a 
sight of each other in my celebrated telescope, and each to 
treat the different denominations with as much rigor and in- 
justice, as if they were not followers or did not profess to 
be followers of one and the same Savior. The hottest epis. 
€»paliaa rage ever felt by their forefathers, discovered nol 
more bigotry Ihan what some -of l^em discover againsi; one 
another. 

I was greatly edified the other day in paying a visit to an 
Eminent Quaker, who, when with curious eye he was exam- 
ining my instruments, was moved by the spirit of self-con- 
ceit, to examine, try, cast and condemn all the sects of pro- 
fessors around him, as destitute of the inward power of re- 
t^on ; and thus, having my telescope at his eye, he began' : 
-<< Friend Episcopalins, 1 perceive thou art so xsarried away 
with the form, that thou carest not for the power of reli- 
gion. Vain man, shadows are thy delight, and thou little re- 
gardest the substance. Dost thou think, friend Episcopailias, 
Siat the spirit is in the service-book*? Why dost not thee 
lead friend Barclay's apology? Dost thou suppose that 
Christian ministers are ever to be seen shrouded in Romish 
weeds and surplices ? How can thy steeple-house be -a re- 
ceptacle of the meek and peaceful ^saints, when there is 
mich a clinking of bells from the top of it ? Is it not more 
likely a synagogue of Satan, whose servants are turbulent 
and noisy ? Thy ministers preach for hire, friend, they tadce 
Mthes and offerings from the people, and how can ffaey tM^ 
be ministers of Jesus Christ? I advise thee, friend !EJpi8co> 
palius, to consider thy ways, and turn to the light within 
thee ; then thy priests will let one shirt at a time serve 
their turn, and will no longer preach for tithes and ofieiw 
^gs. Then shalt thou thyself be led to renounce the ftnta^ 
ales of this vain life, and solicit neither fer church nor slate 
j^fefennenty but wilt content thyself with getting money in 
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a way of trade, like our self-denying brethren. I say again, 
vai» man, consider how worldly are thy practices. 

" A* for you, roy friends of the Presbyterian and inde- 
pendent denominations, I allow that ye do not conform to 
the corrected mass-book, for which some praise is due to 
you. But, alas-! ye conforn* to the world, notwithstanding. 

Look ye, friends, your women wear ribbons of unholy co- 
lors ; rings of gold, polluted by the profane hands of the sil- 
versmith ; yea, ruffles, furbeloes, and heads frizzled up to an 
enormous height, of downright French profaneness ; your 
women are ladies, madams, and misses^ all of which indi- 
eate that ye are destitute of the inward power, and neglect 
to look to the light within you. Yea, examine but your owti 
clothes, ye who call yourselves gentlemen, and see what ir- 
religion discovers itself in every part of their fabrication. 
Do you see, friends, your parsons wear clothes of an idola- 
trous black, and bands starched with superstition, afler the 
manner of popish and episcopalian^ hirelings. Ye make 
ministers, sprinkle your i»fan(s, use ordinances, and, like 
all other worldlings, are 9» much attached to shadows, as if 
the substance were yet to come; yea, your clothes are 
made of unholy colors, such as are worn by the servants of 
the fleshy ye wear^uttons, made of metal digged out of 
the bowels of the sinful earth ; even pocket-holes impiously 
gaping in the fore-skirts of your upper garment ; and to add 
to the height of your carnality, your hats are wickedly 
cocked, after the manner of the sons of antichrist. I charge 
you all, ye Presbyterians and independentsy to turn? to the 
light within you, and that will lead you to the substance. 
Then will ye forsake all these lying and worldly vanities. 

" As for thee, my friend Baptisnaus, {continued the seri- 
ous Quaker) thou art worse than all the .rest ; they have 
given up some of the ordinances which were in use during 
the apostles^ days,^ but thou retainest every punctilio : in 
this therefore thou art formal and superstitious. By leading 
of people to submit to those primitive ordinances, thou dis- 
honorest'the light within thee, which teaches those who 
obey it to despise ordinances, as thou seest in the case of 
our brethren. Besides, thy clothes are of a dark color, like 
those of other hirelings and men-made preachers. Why 
dost thou not imitate our elders kx wearing cloth of a reli- 
gious color, even of an holy drab ? Observe me, friend^ thy 
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h£Ct is cocked af^er a popiah manner, and tbou wearcaC ar 
button and loop upon«it, after, the fashion of an aotichricft 
Why hast tb6u not bdok»and eyeslo^ raise it only to a half 
bendy after the manner of the spiritual ? 

" It appears but too plainly, friend Baptismus,.that thou- 
art still in the world.. Thy preachers als^ ^wear popish 
cambric on their bosoms, preach for hire, and assume the 
epithet of rev^rendk ~ Thee^and thy iriendd*make a mighty 
hustle about what thou callest the scripture. I. pray thee,' 
friend, turn thee frojsi that dead letter, to the author of it 
within, so shalt thou be taught to contemn ordinances, a» 
we do, and to give honor to none of thy fellow-oreatures. 
Mow much soever it may be due. 

" But thou, my friend Wesley, comest more near to the- 
standard than any of thy neighbors, n Thy priests are not 
hirelings, having only food and raiment, and ijibu wisely 
takest care of the rest. Neither are they of human manu-- 
Picture, but are all like unto our elders^ sent forth by special 
commission from heaven, from whence thou sayest that 
thou derivest thy own commission. 

<< Thou preachest the free agency of man als6, and shut* 
lest none out from heaven, besides those who will not fulfil 
thy conditions, or, as our elders say, refuse to obey the dici 
tates of the true light within fhem. Nevertheless, thou 
fallcst short of perfection ; for though tbou despisest the 
bishops as dumb dogs, thou art mightily taken with the 
steeple-house ; and, ahhough thou thyself wilt be subject to 
no ordinance but what thou thinkest meet^ thou* supersti-' 
tiously bindest both thy preachers and peopl^ Jto^the observ- 
ance of every rite of what thou callest the church. I pray 
thee, friend John, why dost thou pinch thy belly on Fridays f" 
What seest thou in the fifth hour more than in the ninth, 
Ibat thou shouldst set it apa,rt for what thou callest devo* 
tion? Why shouldst thou exhort thy preachers to read* 
the scriptures with thy notes, to read thy other tracts in* 
preference to all others, to pray at certain hours, as if the 
spirit were at their command, and to preach twice every 
day of their lives ? Thou art too formal, friend, and regard* 
est not duly the light that is within thee." 
V Infidelis. And so your friend, the Quaker, is pleased to 
tell all the world, that he is possessed of the spirit of bigotry 
and self-Gooceit. However, he is not the only bigot in the 
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iTorld. Bigotry is an epidemical distemper among maa- 
kind, and I know no > greater bigots than the people who 
profess to be 4he warmest votaries for unlimited charity. 

Who was ever more bigoted than friend Barclay and his 
quaking brethren ? Or who -in the world is more bigoted 
and, dogmatical at this day, than the reverend principal of 
the Poundry, that great votary for universal redemption, and 
the spontaneous agency of men. So very highly is this 
gentleman esteemed, rby many of his people, that I have 
heard his labors extolled above those of Paul the apostle ; 
and indeed himself accounted to be one of the two witnesseSi 
-spoken of in the apocalypse. But in this they must be mis- 
taken, unless by sackcloth, in which the winesses prophe- 
sied, we -are to understand prunella; (or in black prunella, 
instead of sackcloth, have all the {>rophecies of Mr. John 
been published. 

, DisGOSDANs. My friend, the Quaker, having triumphantly 
surveyed the supposed imperfections of his neighbors, turned 
•the telescope towards himself; then gathering his muscles 
into a smile of self-complacency, he said. Yea, it is evident 
tha.t I am a true follower of the light within, for I give 
honor to no man, how much soever it is his due^; prince and 
peasant, noble and ignoble, are all the same to me, my feU 
iow-creatures and equalsu In farther obedience to the in. 
ward light, I do not pray, not once in seven years, unless 
moved by an impulse irom the spirit. My inward bible I 
often read ; but the dead letter of external scripture I leave 
lo those who ar& fond of shadows. My raiment too is all 
made of an approved color, even of sanctified drab; and my 
linen is plain, though £ne and neatly dressed. Yea, and 
Martha, my good-wife, too, is separated from the world, and 
is a isuitabl<$ help-meet to a spiritual man ; she wears no 
furbeloes, no pro&ne cardinals, capuchins, dominos, &c. but 
all her apparel is rich, good and plain, becoming a separa- 
tion from the world. ^ 

Ii^FiDBLis. With the Quaker's good leave, I think the 
faults he finds in his neighbors, are but little gnats when 
compared to the huge camels, which to my certain know- 
lodge he himself can swallow without straining. Besides» 
the virtues of which he makes his boast, even supposing 
them to ,be virtues, are all external, and are no more thai^ 
tithes pftid of anise, mint and cummin, whilst the weightier 
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matters of the law are neglected, perhaps even by this pre 
cisian. 

AvARO. I have often wondered what it is that makes a 
drab color more religious and becoming than another ; yet 
certainly it must be so, for the Quakers are wise, very wise, 
and could not be im()osed on, as every tradesman who deals 
with them is ready to testify. Amongst my disciples I have 
heard amazing accounts of the wisdom of the Quakers, and 
the use they are of, in teaching even novices wisdona, by 
their provident example. ' However, I have as much won. 
dered what the papiists, episcopalians, and every other sect 
of professors, discern so admirable and lovely in black, as to 
induce them to make. it a canonical color; and almost, if 
not altogether, essential to the ministration of the word. No 
doubt they have heard that Beelzebub is said to be drest in 
raiment of the deepest black ; and one would wonder they 
should desire their ministers to be clothed in the same 
uniform, seeing they professedly have declared war against 
him and all his principalities. Yet so it is ; for anv other 
than dark-colored clothes upon a minister, would frighten 
an auditory out of their pews, and the best of sermons would 
BOt be worth hearing, if the preacher were not invested in 
the sacerdotal livery. 

Fastosus. It is I, my friends, even 1, who am at ^ 
bottom of that religious whim. But for me, white woaM 
he thought to, become the pulpit as well as black, and green 
would be as holy as gray. I call it whim, because the 
greatest of the Nazarenes, in ancient times, knew no color 
which was more holy than the rest ; afid the same clothes 
in which the apostle Paul made his tents, served him «• 
canonical robes, in which he also preached the gospel. By 
this you may see that my influence is very extensive, evea 
|b religious things. 

Impiator. What, uncle, had not Pan) a gown and tarn- 
Sock, in which he preached, aiyd a surplice in which he oG 
Ibred np his prayers? 

Fastosus. No, Impiator. Where should he have themf 
Yon may know that the gown, surpKce, dsc. were contrived 
by the man of sin, I mean the son of perdition, whose prin* 
(Npal seat is at Rome ; but in the days of the apostles he 
was not revealed, notwithstanding the mystery of popish 
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doctrine had indeed begun to work. But all this while we 
forget our good friend the Quaker. 

Infidelis. Indeed, brother, we do not use the Quaker 
handsomely in so long neglecting of him ; but to make him 
some amenda, I must tell you, that I have often laughed 
heartily to hear those precise gentry exclaim against the 
form of religion by others adhered to, as if they themselves 
were nothing but spirit, when at the same time they are as 
formal a people as any upon earth. And in truth very few 
of tliem know any thing, at all of religion, besides that very 
imperfect form which they have adopted. But we are wise 
enough to keep our thumb upon that , for if the cheat were 
discovered, I am afraid they would be glad to embrace that 
part of the form of religion which they reject, in order to 
obtain the power of it, of which the far greater part of them 
fkow are destitute. 

DiscoHDANs. I can tell you, the Quakers are liberally paid 
back' in their own coin. And amongst every sect of Pro. 
testants hitherto mentioned, you will find some who seldom 
or never look at the people called Qu;Dtkers but through my 
$e)eseope. Were you by, when the Quaker is examined by 
jthe rest of the Protestants, you would almost split your sides 
with laughing at their partiality apd unfair representation. 
Say they, " The Quaker's religion lies all in their dress, 
speech, and money-getUng. Their religion lies not in the 
head, but in broad-brimmed half-cocked hats. Not in their 
hearts, but in their coats. Not in their actions, but in their 
tongues. .All their public meetings are calculated to pro- 
mote tKe great end of getting money, and increasing comi. 
inerce ; are not religious, but merely political." 

By this ypu may see, that the Quakers a]re abused and 
be)ied in their turn, as well as they abuse and belie others. 
The above reflections are just enough when applied only to 
some or to a great many of them, but will by no means hold 
as a general rule ; seeing you all know, there is now and 
then, a Quaker lybo breaks away from his subjection to the 
god of this world ; an4 despising all that we and our sable 
clan can do to prevent it, gets safe within the pmlace of Im. 
naanuel. Moreover^ there are, at those public meetings, 
some, though c6q9paratively few, who have a truly religious 
desi^ in giving their attendance. From these things yoQ 
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may see, my friends, that prejudice deals all in extremes, 
and koows not how to speak favorably* 

iNFiDBLis. There is a gross mistake, into which we have 
with great vigilance ensnared the posterity of Adam. When 
a small number only, of any particular body of people, are 
found guilty of a certain evil, the crime is usually charged 
upon the whole ; and the precipitate, injudicious conclusion 
is, << They are alike.'' For instance, the Munster Baptists 
were once guilty of certain outrages, with which the whole 
sect of antipedo baptists are to this day very charitably ca- 
lumniated*. And because very many of the Quakers are 
amazingly wise to get money, and to keep it when it is pro- 
cured, it is oAen said they are all such, and that Avaro is 
their lawgiver* 

Heyday, whither has the rule of moral equity gone, that 
the professors of religion cannot set their eyes upon it 1 
Where is that candor and benevolence, which the Christian 
religion every where recommends, that you, cousin, hay« 
gained such an ascendancy over them ? 

. DiscoBDANS. By the instrumentality of these glasses, 1 
got the preachers of salvation by grace, traduced as Antino* 
mians, and the doctrines of the word of God bespattered as 
so many sources of licentiousness. For instanee, the preacher, 
QS his duty is, declaces, " That /utlvation is not of works, but 
grace ;" and may thus reason with th^ people : '' You can 
do nothing that wijl recommend you to the favor of God ; 
the Ethiopian may change his hue,. and the leopard his spots, 
as soon as you, who are accustomed to do evil, can change 
your own nature, and learn to do we|l : for it is not of works 
of righteousness which ye have done, or can do, that your 
salvation ^Cometh ; hut merely by the calling of free mercy." 
I instantly jclap my telescope to the eye of the legalist, aind 
he exclaims, " What an enemy to good works is this sano^ 
wretched A.ntinomian ! According to him, we may as well 
do nothing as strive to procure the favor of God; may as 
well lead lives the most vile and profligate, as study to live 
righteously and holily ; for, according ito this same preach- 
er, our wickedness is as acceptable to God, as our most holy 
and virtuous living. Yea, more aec^table; for he de- 
clares, that harlots and publicans shall enter into the kuug* 
dom of heaven, sooner than those who do what they ccun to 
procure eternal life by their holiness and good wctk», 
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Such is the lairguage not only of the vulgar and ignorant, 
But of. many who profess to knoW rtiuch of reh'gion. When- 
ever the self-sufficient Arminius is in the humor to try the 
doctrines of the gospel in my inverting mirror, and the 
preachers of them in my partial telescope, he Very candidly 
and with great liberality, bestows upon them such as the 
following reflections : ** Theso wretched Calvlnists repre- 
sent the Almighty God as a partial and unmerciful being, 
who hides his gospel &nd withholds his grace from men of 
virtue, wisdom and prudence, whilst he reveals himself to 
the most jwtorjous transgressors. They say, that a man of 
a regular, irtoffensive life' may perish forever, when a mur- 
derer, like Manasseh ; a polluted prostitute as Magdalen ; and 
a wicked oppressor like Zaccheus, shall be saved. If this 
is true, then we had better live notoriously wicked, than so- 
ber, righteous^ and godly lives. What wretched, what daii'- 
gerous doctrine is this! they make God to be the author of 
sin too"; for they say that nothing comes to pass, but by di- 
vine appointment or permission. They talk also of some 
horrible decree, in which God is said to have ordamed the 
thitigs which are coming and shall come. No need of holi- 
nessj if salvation is- not of him that willeth ; no need of.dili- 
gfence, if it i» not of him that runneth. But to whom the AF- 
mighty showeth mercy. If God hath mercy only upon whom 
he will have mercy, and hardeneth whom he will, we dky 
live as we please ; for if we are to be saved, we shall not be 
damned. What diabolical doctrine i»^ this !"* Thus the 
Arminiah' rave» against the doctrine of rtie seripture, aad 
all its' faithfbi preachers. 

Impiator. I pray you, cousin, who are these same Ar- 
minians ? You know I am but little conversant with religious 
people of any name. 

DtscoRDANs. The papists in general", cousin ; and all the 
oneonverted, who have any notion at all about redemption 
through the Wood-of Christ. Mr. Wesley and hi» f<)lTowers, 
the Baxterians and Neooomiarar; for none exceed them in 
enmity against the purity of doctrine. Thus you may see. 



• These devils, I perceive, are not very exact in literftlly copying tlie expressions, 
but content themselves witli expressing the spirit <»f preachers and writers. If any 
render should think that UisCordaas does injustice to the Arminians here, he may 
be satisfied of the contrary, by eonsultlug Selloh against Coles. Fletcher's d^fenoe 
of Wesley's minutei. 
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that the AnniniaD par:(y is by far the most numerous, and 
most honorable among men, and -therefore gains proselytes 
from all quarters. Though, by the way, it is a pretty strong 
proof that it is the doctrine of antichrist, seeing Immanuel 
and his doctrines are eyery where spoken against, by men 
of philosophy and natural religion. 

IiTFiDELis. You know,, cousin Discordans, that we have 
found out many ways- of opposing the pure gospel, and this 
is one among the rest ; under our influence, the grace abu- 
sing libertine censures the true Christian as legal, because 
he strenuously pleads for purity of heart and. regularity of 
conversation. On the other hand, the real legalist, whether 
he be Socinian or Arminian, alleges that the evangelical 
Christian is an Antinomian, because he utterly disclaims 
the merit of good works in the business of salvation. In- 
deed, on all hands, those who choose either of the extremes, 
never fail to censare such as adhere to the middle path of 
judgment ; which you know is the only path of safety. 

Fastosus. Your observation, brother, fulfils what is 
written in Immanuel's own word, concerning these same 
Nazarenes, << As for this sect, it is every where spoken ^ 
against." However the enemies of tr-ue religioa differ 
among . themselves; they agree in stigmatizing the rear 
Christian. Belarmine, Pucksius, Huberus, Hemengius, dec. 
hi)ly fathers of the Romish church, heartily belabored them 
in their days ; Dr. Whitby, Jofin Goodwin, Whiston, &e. 
of the English church, have carried' on the dispute with 
equal warmth,, and improved the same chain of arguments 
against them in latter days ; in the present time Dr. Har- 
wood of Bristol, Mr. Wesley of London, Mr. Sellon of Der- 
byshire, and Dr. Nowel of Oxford have mao aged the popish 
cause with amazing address, and all the while pass for true 
Protestants. So that every where, that gospel which is 
suited only to the perishing sinner is spoken against,.as per- 
nicious and subversive of hotiqess; 

Di8C0Ri>ANs. Our friends, the men of this world, always 
view the sect of the Nazarenes in my glasses, and as they 
look on them they say, " What a despicable tribe is this ! 
A set of mean beggarly people, the ofiscouringb of the earth, 
and the very dregs of humanity. Not a person of any con- 
siderable rank among them. Led by the nose by a set of 
iilliterate dogmatical fishermen. What person, possessed of 
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any sense of honor, would frequent their assemblies, or have 
any connexion with their societies ?" 

Infidelis. Your remarks are very just, my worthy cousin ; 
for mankind in general have forgotten that the scripture 
says, " Not many wise men after the flesh, not-many noble 
are called ; but God hath chosen the foolish things of this 
world to confound the wise, and the weak things of the 
world to confound the mighty." So that the very objections 
raised against them, prove the Nazarenes to be the people 
whom Immanuel hath redeemed out of the world. 

Discord ANs. TTrue, sir, but they see not the mistake. 
But to proceed ; my instruments farther represent them, as 
a set of hollow-hearted hypocrites, whom our people thus 
deride. "What painted deceivers are: these, who make 
such a stir about religion, and affect such an air df sanctity ! 
Hear how they sigh and whine, whilst that rogue sf a fa* 
natic tells them his cant story about 1 know not what. The 
scripture says, < Be not righteous overmudh ; seek not to be 
over wise.' And 1 dare say that we have as much religion 
as they, though we do not make such a sthr about it. I will 
warrant me these hypocrites are more wicked in private 
than we are in public ; for, although they will not get drunk, 
curse and swoar, as we do, they will cheat and he like the 
devH himself." 

Pastosvs. a demonstrative proof of the perfection of -our 
conquest over them; for mankind in general do not only 
bate godliness itself, but even its appearance. And for this 
reason true sanctity, devotion and self-denial are eommody 
censured as hypocrisy. 

DiscoBD/iNs. As our good friends of the world are not as 
yet perfectly agreed in their manner of aspersing good peo- 
pie, it happens thatdifierentpeoj^ie pursue different methods, 
equally absurd and diabolical. Some, for instance, are 
pleased to say, "These peof^e are melan<^holy. See how 
they hang down their heads like bulrushes as they pass 
along the streets. One shall never see them look pleasant, 
nor hear them sing a merry song, as others occasionally do 
with, innocence. I hate that religion which makes people 
melancholy." 

Infidelis. People greatly betray their own ignorance, 
when they assign the cause of melancholy to the religion 
of Jesus ; the end of which is to revive and comfort the 



melaooholy sinner, whose heart is oppressed unth a sense 
of guilt and defilement. To revive the spirit of the oon- 
trite, to bind up the broken-hearted, and to make the lame 
leap for joy, because they obtain the prey. Nor do those 
revllers of religion consider that they themselves, by their 
contempt ot Christianity, do «I1 they can to excite the grief 
of the sincere Christian, wlio cannot see his fellow-sinncrs 
walking jocosely in the paths of perdition, without dropping 
over them a tear of commiseration. 

Discord ANs* No, they never think of 'the (Teal cause, but 
with a disdainful sneer continue to say, <<See how they 
melt in sorrow ; hark how they sigh and grOan, whilst their 
artful parson tells them an horrible story about death and 
judgment, he»v^n and hell, salvation and damnation, with 1 
know not what. They are driven out of their senses with 
such terrible doctrine. Who would thus subject his <x)n- 
sqience to the pedantry of those enthusiastic bigots, thdr 
uncharitable parsons ?" 

Fastosus. The .fashionable part of the world hate to 
think of death or judgment, because the very thought would 
deprive their beloved pleasures of all their imaginary 
sweetness. 

DisooBBANs. That is just the case, sir ; ixc another of 
my friends says of the .above people, ** These ways, which 
their pa^rsons teach them,, are enough to drivo a man out of 
his senses. Whatoaaan of spirit coi^d endu^ne restraint from 
all manner of pleasure ? According to them, one must eoC 
so much aa play at cards, spend a cheerful evening at the 
tavern, nor so -much as take a Sunday's airing. Play.ho^ises, 
halls, and assemblies, must, all be laid aside. And prsa^ how 
is our time to be spent? Read the Bible, truly, the most 
tinesome of hooks ; pray the one hi^f of the time, and, fi» 
aught I know, hear sermons the other half of it What per. 
son of any !taste could bear to be bound to the ohseivanee 
of such oieasures?. Let them oread the Bible who will; 
give me a good play or novel. I will have none of their 
religion, fiot L" . 

IvFKSELis. It isf true, plays and novels are light reading, 
and well suited to the taste of people abandoned to diaaipa. 
tioo* Nevertheless, even people of fashion imay, if they 
pteaaSf redact that reading- the scripittre%<{)nyiQg, and bea»> 
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tag sermons, are subjects unfit for their ridicule ; though, 
by the way, I do all I can to promote this irreligion. 

Fastosus* And as for me, I bold it good we visit our re. 
spective divisions, to see tbat the works of darkness bo not 
neglected ; and that we meet here at the usual time. 



DIALOGUE XV. 

ALL THB DIALOOEANS PRESENT. 

PsivY to their appointment, I watched in my solitary re^ 
treat, impatient for the rolDm of the black fraternity, whom 
I always found extremefy punctual among themselves, and 
oheQrvaat of every appointment, unless some very urgent 
business demanded their presence elsewhere. At the hour 
appointed, they arrived at the place of rendezvous, and hav- 
ing seated themselves on their respective thrones, the con- 
Yersation was opened by 

Fastosus. 1 have been thinking of the 'stupidity and. ig. 
tiorance of mankind, exhibited in our last interview, and 
cannot btit wonder, however dark and blind, they do not isee 
that the very people whom they censure as enemies to ho. 
iiiiess, because they oppose salvation by worlds, are the same 
identical persons who are said to . be melancholy with being 
righteous overmuch. Reason^ even unassisted, might easily 
discover the palpable absurdity, and for the future avoid a 
contradiction so glaring. I would have my slaves consisteitf 
with themselves, seeing I have given them the name of ra. 
tionalists. But error will always be inconsistent. However, 
DiscordanSj we will leave the blind sons of infidelity to hug 
t^mselves in their fancied rationality, and attend to the re- 
mainder of your story. 

DiscoRDAzrs. My sire, I am all obedience to him who 
alone ebuld give me beibg; and to resume the thread of my 
flftory, woiild observe. That, strange as it may seem, I do, by 
the help of these amazing glasses, make onei evangelical 
minister quarrel with another, and that mei^ly because they 
do net anderstand each otfai^ manner of expression. One 
man, fbc^ instaace, will have it that immanuel obtained his 

S 



personality by eternal generation ; another will kave kto ke 
by divine filiation ; and another still is content to believe 
him to be the only begotten of the Father, without attempt- 
ing to explain how, or in what sense he is begotten or fili- 
ated. All of those three,* are firm in the belief of Imman- 
uel's sonship, his Deity and mediatorial capacity, as well as 
every doctrine of faiih. . And yet, strange as it may seem, 
those very men shall be so prejudiced against one another, 
that they cannot comfortably have fellowship together; but 
may even prove injurious to each other's- usefulness. And 
it may pef haps be very difQcult to determine which of the 
ihree discovers- most of a gospel spirit. Bvery one is in the 
right, and infallibly assured that the Qther two ou^t to 
come into his opinion. 

.It is the very same with respect to diversity sof giftSb 
One is led, in a peculiar manner, into the doctrines of fiiith^ 
well able to state, define and defend them against opposi- 
tion. Another is widely led about in the wilderness of 
temptation and afflictiony by which he obtains peculiar ta- 
lents in comforting the disticessed, and pouring oil into the 
bleeding wounds of broken hearts. And a third is kept on 
tSie mount of enjoyment ; bis heart is kept warm by a sense 
of interest ; by which enjoyment he is active and lively^ ia 
the work, a zealous promoter of practical godliness. All of 
which gifts seem to be essentially necessary to a gospel 
minister, and are all by the same spirit. And yet, would 
you think it, these yetj men shall treat one another as un- 
sound in the_ faith, in one sense or other? The first is deem« 
•d a tlead, dull, and useless preacher, whilst, at the same 
time, he' is efiTectually stopping the mouths. of gainsayers^ 
The second, it is feared, loves to be peciiUar, and verges m 
little towards Antinomianisro^ notwithstanding many a feeble 
knee is strengthened by his ministry. And the third ism 
rambling inconsistent preacher, notwithstanding by his in- 
strumentality, many are brought to a sense of their sin and 
danger. 

These quarrela are of great use to our government, as 
they (&i\ not to reproach Christianity, stumble the weak be- 
liever^ and grieve all good men. But thia is not all. You 
know that two men may have the selfsame- sentiments in 
religion, and yet one shall choose to express himself in tins 
planner, and another is that, which difference of expiessioa 
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etily may be attended with very serious consequences, if 
candor is not present on the occasion. This, was the case 
with Trebonius and Theodorus. Theodorus heard Trebonius 
preach, on a particular occasion, found himself offended 
with some of his expressions, and thought it his duty to 
make the preacher acquainted with it as soon as possible. 
But as Trebonius has too good an opinion of his own attain- 
ments, easily 1o retract a saying, he vindicated not only the 
doctrine, but the mode of expression. Theodorus was now 
more than ev6r persuaded, that Trebonius was unsound in 
the faith, and was not satisfied with verbally defending the 
truths of tbe gospel, that is, his own sentiments, but com- 
menced a paper war with Trebonius. His apology for this 
step was indeed artful, for he lugged in both Christ and re- 
ligion into partnership with him, and under their authority, 
or pretended authority, he did what he could to impeach the 
orthodoxy, and mar the usefulness, of Trebonius. 

When Trebonius read the performance, he found himself 
aggrieved, and something, within him being deeply wound- 
ed, he resolved on retaliation. To work he goes : First es- 
tablishes his personal orthodoxy, which he also called the 
gospel of Christ ; then vindicated his own proceedings, 
which, by an happy turn of thought, he also linked with 
the honor of Teligion. Though the truth is, neither the 
gospel of Christ nor the honor of religion had any concern 
at all HI the squabble. However, having first set himself 
and his doctrine in respectable point of view, he proceed- 
ed diligently to search out and expose every blemish in the 
performance, and in the end did as much for his brother as 
he before had done for him. Thus those two champions for 
the gospel, that is for their own honor, went on exposing to 
the public, all they were acquainted with of each other's 
weaknesses and foWy ; nev«r once suspecting that by so do- 
ing each was exposing his own want of wisdom, and a true 
Christian spirit. Meanwhile, the friends of both were ex- 
ceedingly 'concerned, and in vain studied a reconciliation 
between them. *But O what pleasure did it afR)rd our socie- 
ty ! And how did Ambitiosus and me, and other jocular 
devils, laugh at their folly and tjhildishness ! From sources 
of no greater importance than this, I assure you, most of 
the quarrels' amongst professors arise. But when the con- 
teotioii is once begun^ it is hard to saj where it will end. 
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By these means we get the affections of Christians divided 
one from another, an^ instead of being mutual helpers of 
each other, as the Almighty designed them, we make them 
mutual' hindrances and burthens; so that, though we can« 
fiot indeed destroy them as we would, we disturb and dls- 
tract to an amazing degree. - 

Fa8tosu«. My sari, you would have had, eomparativelyy 
little advantage over these same people but for my inven- 
tion of school divinity. That is the great, engine of the 
devil Discbrdans. But for school-divinity, you might even 
have retired to hell, or contented yourself with doing busi- 
ness amopg the laity, or in the unconverted world ; for if 
the professors of religion were content with what is writ^ 
ten in the scripture, and cHose, as much as possible, to ex- 
press themselves in Bible language^; there would be such a 
likeness in expression, as well as sentiment, that very prob-^ 
ably you would find little to do amongst them. 

Infidblis. J doubt it not, sir. ^ Notwithstanding,! must 
assure you, my kingdom has suffered greatly by controversy. 
For nothing has a more direct tendency to inform the .mind 
than well-managed controversy. But when it springs from 
blind prejudice, and is carried on in a party spinf, it has a 
wonderful tendency to strengthen my interest; especially 
if the contending parties mutually agree to expose each 
other as much as possible, as in the late squabble between 
Parson Horne and Alderman Wilkes ; and which is, jTor the 
most part, the practice of polemic divines. Those two im- 
portant gentlemen, the person and patriot, gave as much 
pleasure to the court party, by flinging rogue and atheist at 
each other, with so much patriotic zeal, as ^me divines, in 
their polemic writings, have given the devil, by throwing 
heretic, Arminian, Calviniat, Antinomian, 6ic, in .each 
other's faces. Few divines can dispute without calling 
names. 

DiscoRDAzra. 1 have before now stirred up fi spirit of 
jealousy between a minister and his people, and between 
one minister and another, in a manner inexpressibly mas- 
terly. For example, about a centuiy ago^ the accurate Ca. 
millus preached an excellent-sermon at Potheina, which was 
beard by several of the people to whom Junius was pastor; 
and th^, being greatly affected with the se^sonableness of 
the subject, and the practical niianner in which it was handled. 



anvited Camillus to visit them, and preach in Junihis^ pulpit, 
j[iot doubtiBg j»ut it would be altogether agreeable to their 
i>eloved pastor. Full of the sermon, whenthqy came home, 
they could not help making Junius partaker of their pleas- 
ure. Thiey expatiated largely upon the excellency of his 
method, the fertility of his illustration, andj the propriety of 
his application ; all of which they did not doubt but Junius 
would admire as much as themselves. But this was not 
precisely the case. Junius could not help being sensibly 
.affected with what he had heard ; but prudence forbid bin 
io deny Camillus his pulpit. 

When retired,, and reflecting on wifaat had passed, he 
strongly suspected that his own honor was injured, by his 
.j)eople's high enceraiums on Cainillus's sermon. << My peo- 
ple, said he, allege they.neyer heard such an excellent ser* 
mon as that which CamiUus preached. It is something 
Grange, that this one sermon should a§ect them more than 
all my «ieven years* preaching among them. 1 nev^r heard 
them say half so much about any sermon, of mine. It shows 
a great want of affection and respect to me, as their own 
minister, 1 conceive; aad they shall hear of it at a time 
<x)nyeaient«^ 

Fastosus. With . Junius's leave, I think he discovers a 
love of praise, which is by no means the ofiipring of an hum* 
ibie spirit. He would ra^er be flattered than his people 
should be silent in his commendation* But the judicious 
fieldom think it ^prudent to say much in praise of any person 
to his face, how well soever they may be affected towardv 
him; and that for two very good reasons. 1. Such com- 
mendation has not a little the appearance of Battery, how- 
ever sincere it may be in the ^party who bestows it. 2. . 
There ave bij^ few who are able to bear much common- 
dation, without sustaining damage by it. A man mu<t 
be led deeply into an acquaintance with his own nothing- 
noBs and insufficiency Jbefor^ be ^ap bewr to be praised aniil 
•caressed.* 



* It it a verjr eofonoii tUag,ia fospel cbuicheB, tliptif tkcir hure a diember ff 
more uaefuliiefls than othere, they ezjilt and extol him dbove pis measufe ; so that 
he becomes elated with eelf-eoiiceit, and in the lanw, Wb^^c cannot carry ereiy 
point his own way, he tams^againiit hie former caMwen, and hecoiiies a scoivae > 
«t the community. In tbis the righteous Judgment of God is manifest, who wQI 
have all men to apmarin their aiatiw BOttaingneai ap^ uhsiiI)BihIi aftWirtby df 
/tbe,fnift.M)44«P«iid«|iP<LPf one anotber. . 
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Infideli8. That is true, brother ; and yet people may err 
even on that head, and be cautious overmuch ; for fear of 
puffing him up by unseasonable commendjation. may depress 
the spirits of their minister, by withholdii^ from him that 
countenance and encouragement, which his spirit and cir- 
cumstances require. 

People are, in all things, given to extremes ; and either 
a minister is caressed and almost adored as an unparalleled 
person, or he has* little or ho notice taken of him. I remem. 
ber a remarkable instance of this in the last century. There 
was an independent church, who, having a minister of a 
lively address and sound doctrine, one who bid fair for great 
usefulness among them ; yet a lineal descendant of the great 
Diotrephes, who loved to have the preeminence ; and one 
who cho$e to direct th^m in all the concerns of life, in their 
families, in their business, as well as in the church. To his 
government they yielded themselves implicitly, and almost 
adored the ground upon which he trode. With caresses and 
favors they loaded him, until they had raised him to the very 
height of self-sufficiency and importance ; from which they 
themselves at last assisted to cast him down ; and the con- 
tempt they poured upon him, pretty nearly equalled their 
former caresses. After him they had another, of an alnoost 
contrary disposition. He had but a very mean opinion of 
his own abilities, either for preaching or governing. He had 
such constant acquaintance with the power of his own cor- 
ruptions, that he was commonly low and depressed in spirit. 
He never assumed any superiority over even the meanest 
member, firmly believing hirnself to be the vilest and most 
unworthy sinner pf the whole community : he stood in need 
of all encouragement possible, in order to hearten bim for 
his work. Yet the same people, who had destroyed the for- 
mer with unseasonable kindness, suffered the latter to drag 

, on heavily all his days, so that from them he seldom or never 
heard of his word having been made useful. And 1 suppose 
he must have sunk under his discouragements, if strangers, 
who afterwards came into the church, had not been more 

' free with him in discovering some decree of affectionate re- 
gard. Different spirits will require aifierent usage in order 
to preserve their usefblness : what was death to the former 
of those ministers, would have been life and vigor to the 
latter ; and what so exceedingly weakened the bands of the 
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latter, would in all probability, have been the preservation 
of the former. But we forget parson Junius, cousin. 

DiscoRDANs. Sir, Junius would have his own humor ; 
and accordingly, when the time came, that Camillus made 
his visit, any person attentive to Junius's behavior, might 
easily find that his friend's room, would, to him, have been 
more agreeable than his company, notwithstanding, for de« 
ceney's sake, he forced himself to carry it to him with some 
degree of seeming civility; I say seeming, for even Chris- 
tian people have not as yet, learned to be exactly, on all oc- 
casions, what they seem. But Camillus is a sagacious man, 
and soon perceived Junius's coldness, through all his formal 
civility and seeming deference. He began to question with 
himself from whence this coldness might have proceeded 1 
In what he might have given offence? But never dreams 
that jealousy is at the bottom. Is he not offended with my 
doctrine T said he to himself. What can be the meaning 
of this distasit carriage of his? What have I done or said 
thai might give him umbrage ? So Camillus reasoned, but 
hit not upon the. real cause. And as Camillus is somewhat 
fond of his own sentiments, though a man inferior to few 
who are accounted good and religious, he could not help 
being in doubt about the orthodoxy of his friend. By these 
means, happily invented by me, this welUdesigned visit,. in- 
stead of answering the valuable ends of promoting religious 
friendship, rather tended, by my intervention, to alienate 
their afiections from each other. 

Junius would still have his own humor, and from that day 
forward, discovered a shyness to those who seemed most de- 
lighted with Camillus ; and when occasion offered, he did 
not spare bestowing on them, what is called a dry rub. 

This was not all ; for Junius could not leave his prejudice 
behind him,. when he went to the pulpit, where he adapted 
his discourses accordingly. On the oth^r hand-, his people 
could easily see he was not in his usual spirit ; and they 
concluded that they had given him no just cause of offence. 
. Meanwhile, both parties mutually watched each other's 
words and deportment, if Junius happened to speak any 
thing harsh, either from the pulpit or in common con versa, 
tion, it was said to proceed from a bad spirits On the other , 
hand, if any of them happened to object to any thing spoken 
by him, he immediately concludedy either that his people 
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were prejudiced against him, or did not love sound dbctrine ; 
for he had not a doubt of the soundoess and truth of his own 
4octri^« And so they went on, until in the issue, there was 
a final separation. Behold, gentlemen, how great a fire a 
little spark of my nature kindleth. Erery well-wisher to 
the Beelzebubian government must aoknowledge, that the 
devil Discordans merits much applause. 

Fastosus« I speak for the r^, my son^ and owti that yoof 
usefulness is of great extent. I persuade myself your royal 
grandiaAer will well reward you, by giving you eternal 
duration among the people of the nether regions ; for cer* 
tainly your achievements merit the greatest esteem. Why, 
my son,' you make the Nazarenes weak as other men. 

JOiflooitOANS. After all, I assure you, at certain times, I 
have haird work of it. i mean when Mr. Submission, my 
avowed en^my, and me happen to meet. This Siibmission 
is one of Immanuel's own children, n. very great peaeefOiaker, 
therefore his business m directly, opposite to mine ; aw) al* 
though I hate him, 1 must say, he is one of the meekest per* 
sons upon earth. Never is he known to quarrel with any 
•person, except myself. And I confess, that in every seuffla 
with him hitherto, I have had the worst of it ; but I thaak 
my stars^ it is very seldom 1 meet with him. When we do 
meet, meek as be is, I am quite nonplussed,. and am obliged 
either to flee, which I abhor, or to fall before him, which is 
yet a greater mortification to a spirit so nMe as 1 am. 

Infidelis. So then, cousin, I perceive you are as ill pat 
to it when you meet with Submission, as 1 am when I en. 
counter his elder brother Fides. Fides is a warrior with 
whom I have maintained a very long though not doubtlbl 
war ; not doubtful, becauae I am worsted as sure as ever I 
enter the lists witn him* With great factUiy I can overturn 
the power of every other heavenly chieftain ; but this fellow, 
this same Fides, is Inimanuel's champion, and has performed 
the most unparatteled achievQtlients ; such achievemc&ts as 
never were performed by any hero besides himself. Be bath 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promisesi 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness hath made 
people strong, causing even the fainting to wax valiant in 
fight, turning to fli^ the 'armies of the aliens. He hath 
given to ^women timr dead children again, sustained otheif 
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Under the most cruel tortures, in such a manner, that they 
would.^not accept of deliverance ; gave a good report of the 
promised land, to those ancient worthies, who walked about 
in sheep skins and goat skins^ destitute, afflicted, and tor* 
mented, of whom, notwithstanding they lodged in dens and' 
caves of the earth, the world itself was undeserving. 

These arc a specimen of his achievements. But great and 
heroic as he is, he finds that .1 also am of noble deeds ; a 
spirit not easily rendered inactive, and' more difficult still 
entirely to subdue. Although he has the promise of the 
most complete victory in the end, I put him to exert his ut* 
most ; for when, to appearance, I am dead as a pebble, and 
Fides has the sole pre-eminence in the soul of man, I play 
Reynard with him, and feign myself dead, in order-to escape 
the vengeance of his arm. 

In time he finds out my deceit ; for I watch the opportu« 
&ity when he is in the very height of a paroxysm, and can 
scarcely breathe. He is exceedingly ^troubled with fits, 
which will sometimes hold him for a long time together, and 
io which yon would take him to be wholly dead. Then I 
take the advantage, and rise upon him with all my powers, 
and beat and bruise him, until life begins to return, which is 
not always of a sudden. But when he feels the weight of 
myarnny and the smart of the wounds which I inflict on him, 
his spirit returns with renewed vigor ; he pnlocks the maga- 
sines of grace, and brings forth such implements of war as 
I am not able to stand against ; so that before he is well 
out of his fit he is as strong as ever. At other times he is 
a long while before he is freed from the elects of his fits ; 
weakness, indisposition and languor, hang upon him for ma- 
oy months; at which time he receives no mercy «t the hand 
oflnfidelis. 

This fellow is of the most amazing cdnstitution ; for 
whereas, on one hand, idleness never fails to throw him into 
a lethargy, so on the other, hard labor, severe conflicts, and 
cruel buffetings, never fail to make him strong and vigorous ; 
aad what is very remarkable in itself, but very tmlucky for 
^) is that the more he is beaten and bruised, the stronger 
he grows; and these fits^ in which you would take him to 
fe just a-dying, it is said, only tend to make him the more 
robust and lively ; which is the reason that, although I fre- 
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quently put him to great pain, I am always discomifited in 
the issue. 

However, gentle friends, you niust allow, when, ciircum* 
stances are considered, my valor will at least equal, if jio( 
prove superior to that of Fides. . He fights under a certain 
assurance of victory, and knows, of a truth, that in the end 
he shall^ be more than CQnquei-or ; I as well know that I 
shall ho discomfited, which would dishearten any besides my* 
self. Tet, notwithstanding the discouragement, I give him 
many a vigorous turn ibr it ere I desist, and foully trip up 
his heels ollener than thrice. Even when I have him down, 
sprawling and gasping for life, 1 am conscious he will after* 
ward renew his strength, and give me a most severe drub, 
bing; and, that his victorious hand shall, in the end, put a 
pe^'iod to the days of great Infidelis. Yet this noble princi- 
ple of royal malice promps me on, and 1 will not yield an 
hair's breadth whilst life endures. O the fearful conibats I 
could relate, which I have had with this heavenly champion, 
this same Fides ! 

Fastosus. We shall be glad to hear of them, my brother, 
at another time ; but at present^ if agreeable, I should like 
you to resume the story^ part of which we have already had, 
respecting the progress of your kingdom. 

iNFtDELis. You have already heard how agreeable to his 
holiness my instructions were, as also of the laws by which 
the whole system of religion was inverted, and how the 
pious priest had invested himself with the perfections of De- 
ity. I knew that the introduction of this new Christianity 
might be attended with. some difficulty, therefore advised 
his holiness, the father of the world, to deify some others as 
well as himself; but, at the same time, lest his supremacy 
should be in anywise infringed, to take care that nonesbouM 
be deified until after their death, and that only with an in- 
ferior rank of godship. He took my advice, canonized a 
vast number under the title of saints, and ordained masses 
to be said to them out of his own newly composed Bible : 
for the old Bible, in use among primitive Christians, having 
its laws so contrary to those of the pope, was by his authori- 
ty, made null and void ; and Rome, once the mistress of the 
world, became the mother of harlots ; once more the seat 
of paganism. But, for distinction's sake, we call the letter 
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Christian-pagans ; because they exercise all their villainj 
under the specious show of Christianity. 

In order to support the Christian pantheon worship, slaugfa. 
ter-houses were built, and called holy inquisitions ; where 
every one who was known to deny the supremacy and infal- 
libility of his holiness the pope, or so much as halrbor a suspi- 
cion concerning the papal faith, was treated with as little 
mercy as if he had been in hell. By these means, people 
were kept in the most dreadful awe ; so that, if any man hap- 
pened to be intelligent enough to see through the cheat, he 
was obliged to keep his mind to himself; well knowing, that 
one word spoken against the lucrative faith of the priests 
would have insured his certain death, by means the most bar- 
barous and cruel. By this amazing subtility of priestcraft, 
with the utmost security they carried on their villainy, under 
the mask of sanctity, ^for many centuries, and all £urope 
trembled at the indignation of the priesthood. For by means 
of my brother's medals, and titles of ecclesiastical dignity, 
together with my blinding influence, the various orders of 
reverend fathers clave as fast to his bohness, as scales to oo^ 
another on the impenetrable back of leviathan. 

Yet, terrible as the priesthood were, they could not total- 
ly prey ent the light of the gospel shining, less or more, in 
some parts of Christepdom, especially in Britain ; where 
Wicklifie and his disciples gave their reverences no small 
uneasiness ; for which they poured vengean<5e upon his bones 
forty years afler his demise. This same scripture light, kin- 
dled in England by Wicklifie's ministry, spread itself to the 
continent^w here first John Huss and Jerome of Prague gall- 
ed the sidA of popish prelates: for which the very pious coun. 
oil of Constance, first recommended them to the care of the 
devil by excommunication, and then, in the name of the 
God of mercy, condemned them to be burned to death for 
believing the Bible. It is amazing to think, with what dex- 
terity they have ,lu^ed in the name of the Almighty, to 
sanctify their murders on all eccasiops. 

About a century after this, a very strict inquiry dfter truth 
began, by the instrumentiahty of John Calvin and Martin 
Luther, two avowed enemies to popish wickedness. This 
revival of religion was very alarming to the priests of Rome, 
and very injurious to my goyemment. His infallible holi- 
nessy instigated by the devil Crudefis, voted their immediate 
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desliiictioii, by fire and fagot, bj poisop^ a88U8iii«aioii, or 
any way ; for there is nothing dreaded by this same vicar 
of Christ, so much as the spvecMling of gospel knowledge. 

These measuves, however, I withstood ; having from past 
experience found, that coercive measures are by no means 
the most likely lo reduce profisssors of religkm to the Qbe- 
dience of infidelity ;[ and I thought it better to seiad the 
devil Diseordans to visit them, with instructions to make 
^k»m quarrel aibeut the forms of religion ; this 1 took to be 
the most lUL^ly method to invalidate the testimony of both, 
and to baffle immI ponfband their followers. This was done, 
md they jarred exceedingly about circumstantials ; but do 
what we would; they spake of the doctrines which« are ab- 
aohitely necessary to sal^^aliOB, with per^t uniformity, 
which greatly frustrated our datk desigbs ; and this fire of 
reformation so lately fanned, by degrees spread 4tself on the 
continent, and in Great Britain, where it arose in the days 
ofWickKffe- 

^ The pope uid nue, being loth to give up tjie government 
we had oIwbjh he&a accustomed to have in these nsitions, 
did what we eoaldto JBtifie the r^ima^n: but alas! k 
went on with rapidity in the daiy»ef Edward, and might 
have made gieater advanoea than it has ever yet dpae, i/^ 
luckily for his hdiness and me, that prince bad not been 
taken away to early life. Mary, being a princess just fitted 
to ear turn, na<*tooner ascended the ^rone, than I fiew to 
Bngland, accompanied by the devil Crudelis, reserving, at 
aU events, to erush with oppression all who rebelled agakmt 
me and his holiness* To this salutiury purpose, mre tr«iB. 
ported from the pope's arsenal abundance of h^pencord, 
and fagots beyoiMt number, that we might oblige the pep. 
pie to renounce Jesas Christ, and worship his Romish inihl- 
Itbilhy. 

There weie, iir those dava, two lusty bMiops, rtsht rev. 
erend tyrants in the ^evil, Bonner 6£ ijondon, and Garduter 
of Winchester, who, hearing of our am^, <»ihe equipped 
in their prelatfe robes, to do us- greeting, and bid us wel- 
eone to the British shore. This brace* of right reverend 
prelates, we appointed prime inquisitors in matters of ^ith, 
andprineipalagents of our 'intended cruelty. Indeed none 
thait ever sustaiDel the^oAne of prienc^ wer wele more^rusty 
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friends to thiei government of Rome and hell, than were those 
worthy prelates. 

The vigilant devil Crudelis ceased not, day or night, from 
persecuting the .saints, so that many of the ringleaders of 
the sect of the Nazarenes were apprehended, tried, con- 
demned, and tormented to death, at a stake ; such as arch- 
4>ishop Cranmer, bishops Hooper, Liettimer, Ridley, &c. But 
as it happened in former persecutions, so it fell out in this, 
the ashes of burned saints proved such fertilizing manure- 
to the church, that, in defiance both of hell and the pope, 
the detested Nazarenes became by far more numerous. 
Wherefore, if our friend Mary, of zealous and scarlet mem. 
ory, had not been summoned hence to receive her reward, 
the poor devil Crudelis must necessarily have desisted, 
merely from incessant and unsuccessful fatigue, and the 
Nazarenes would have obtained rest solely from our despe- 
ration. 

But when Immanuel beheld such havoc made of his church, 
and so many places bathed with sanctified blood, his wrath 
took the alarm; in his judgment, he cut down the zealous 
queen^ and her two trusty bishops, and raised queen Betsy 
to the throne of England.: Now the sword of persecution^ 
was wrested from the hands of the papists, and the good 
people of the church of England did for the j^uritans what 
the zealous papists had done for them, darings the reign of 
queen Mary. This same queen Elizabeth wasa|^reat zealot 
for high church, and 4 vigorous nurse of Episcopacy ; but 
the Brownists, and other dissenters, felt the full weight of 
her regal vengeance. 1 happily prevailed, unexpectedly, 
with the divines, of the estaJi)lished church, to retain the 
niore refined part of the popish system ; which those men 
who were for a more thorough reformation, both in doctrine 
and discipline, could not comply with ; and, for their non- 
compliance, we tfsiught them that the arm of Episcopacy is 
every whit as heavy as that of popery, when it id exerted 
for the good of the church. And, for my own part, 1 prompt- 
ed their reverences to coercive measures, being very appre- 
hensive that the reformation might have been carried on 
farther than it really was. 

AvABo. Atid I assure you, I myself was not idle in those 
days, but played my game into the hands of great Infidelis. 
\ met their lonUiipf the prelates, (I aball never forget it) 

T 
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infull cottToeatonr, aad reasoned with them on the iat«ided 
reformation, and unto my arguments^ they lent a willing 
and attentive ear. << We!l» gentlemen," said J, " do you in- 
tend to come to a thorough reibrmation, then, aiid reduce 
Christianity to its primitive simplicity ? Have you conad- 
ered, gentlemen, that in so doing you must lose your prince- 
ly rev.enues^ and descend to a level with plain Peter, PibuI, and 
Barnahas, which must' Qeed» be a very tnortifytng step to 
some of you? Recollect, 1 pray yoo, how long your present 
profits and dignities have been enjoyed by your predeces^ 
sors in your several sees. Long before Christianity was 
known in Britain, even beyond the ken of history, this na- 
tion was divided into the. several . bishopries and ttrchbidi- 
oprics by you, enjoyed. Through all the a^s o£ popery, 
the same division of the niE^on into archilaBiiitries aod 
flaminries, continued under their present denominatioitt; 
and will you discover such a degree of mortification, as to 
give^pthe profits annexed, to your ecclesiastical dignities? 
That were to show, iqdeed, that Piroteatant biahopB have 
less providence than Pagan fkmins. Tet, if you are detei^ 
mined to porge your religion from every relic of popery, 
your profits, gentlemen, must be parted with, your revenues 
must be enjoyed no more ; and how will this be r^ished by 
you ?". By s^h sensible and seasonable remoDStramses, I 
won greatly upon <lhe minds of their lordships.; and, in the 
issue, it was ireso^ed, thpit rather than part with their dicni* 
ties and revenues, they should submit to many things whidi 
have no foundation in scripture* 

PikSTOsus. You bring to my m&id, cousin Avaro^ the re- 
ception I met with by the dignitaries of the ancient ehnrch, 
on tke distribution of the forementioned' medals. I w«nt» 
attired in my robes, of state, to deliver one of my arch-epia- 
copalian medals ;to a certain priest j whom I instantly cie- 
ated << His grace and most xeve^end.? H^ murpUed ovnr 
to himself several times, " most reverend, Us. grace," view- 
mg, the medal with the closest ttttention. It is, it is, saidl 
he^ a very soil and agreeable naode .of address^ Most tsv- 
erend ; his grac^. Yes, tay< lord, said I, it is veyy>inusicnl, 
and what I myself only am capable of cc^posing. A mode 
oCiaddiess.ivevytbeeomkigr thd. dignity- of aa archhisihep. 
HittBbleipiisaelieiB,saeh as.Peter, Auii^ TinKitfay,and Titos, 
<RP«lA»J)ei<vtti|bavell(eoate|ited^ witfannt kmt%*^M$ji 
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^and' most roverend ; for they were not, bm you are, cour- 
tiers, clothed in soft raiment. But for a spiritual courtier, 
lor the primate of a province, to prostitute his nam^ to vuU 
gar mouths, would be highly unbecoming, would greatly 
eclipse the honors of your elevated station. « But, worthy 
sir, returned he, you know this is a very censorious world in 
which we live, and some people may be wicked enough to 
suppose) that such a title-as his grace, does not so well be- 
come a man whose breath is in his nostrils, and I may be 
censured as f.mbkious.^' { hope, my lord, replied I, you will 
, not meditate too much on the gloomy subject ofmortality, or 
that will mi^e your- dignity cumbersome, indeed. Honors 
fade, sir, on the prospect of the grave. As to your being 
^censured, as prroud and ambitious, I hold the contrary ; it will 
he deemed essential to your high estate, and the use of the 
Bible being prohibited, the laity will not know but your or- 
der is of apostolical institution. Besides, there is my lord 
duke enjoys the same title of address with your grace ; se 
that, instead of being censured as proud and antichristian, 
all ranks of people will revere you the more for it ; especial- 
ly, as it will make you a^fit t*.ompanion for princes. The 
oobiltty will consider you as their superior, inasmuch as 
a spiritual duke is superior to a temporal ; so that, in the 
-church, your seat witi be next to tlie cardinal's, and in the 
senate house, next to the prince hiniselj^ l^e gentry will 
fawn upon you, spaniel-kke, in order to Atain prefermeist 
for younger sons, and the vulgar will adore you as a demi- 
god. 

I would &rth&r advise you, to fay aside preaching to the 
vulgar race^ and apply yourself wholly to the affairs of 
«tate ; unless called to it, may be, once in seven years, to 
preach to the king and his nobles. ** Ay, replied the wbr. 
thy prelate, but how shall I dispense with the obligations I 
am under, as a bishop, to meditate on these things, to give 
myself wholly to the ministry of the word and prayer ; yea, 
to be instant in preaching the word, in season and out of 
season 7" Oh, shr, replied I, you need be under no concern 
about that. « Surely, sir, that is the duty of a bishop," repli- 
-ed he. Yes, very true, said !<; the duty of bishops such as 
were in ^e apostles' days ; such bishops as are^ppointed in 
thel^eil' Testament. But what has that to d%with the dio- 
cesan bishop, or on archbishop, of whom you yourself are 
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the first. There were none o£ them, you know, in the apoS' 
ties' days ; none appointe.d in the word of God. And there- 
fore the laws. which hind scriptural bishops to obedience, 
can have no manner of power over you, as diocesans ; much 
less can a metropolitan, such a bishop as the apostles never 
thought . of, be under any such injunctions. Surely your 
grace must know that a lord bishop, or a gracious metropoU 
itan, must have enough to do without preaching the gospel. 
Yet if these things are not sufficient to rem6ve the scruples 
of your mind, and you should still have a notion, that 
preaching is a duty incumbent on you, I 'can put you in a 
way to satisfy your conscience, without abating any ihlfig of 
your greatness. 

"Pray, sir, be so kind," said he. May it please your 
grace, replied 1, it is neither more nor less than to preach by 
proxy, as people plead their causes in a court of judicature. 
You know it is the same in effect, whether you preach in 
person or by proxy, so that your numerous flock have 
preaching enough. 

Farther, with your grace's leave, I do not think it becoming 
your dignity, even to say prayers in your own family. How 
far beneath the character of such a spiritual dignitary, to be 
down on his knees amidst his servants, worshipping his ma- 
ker ! Let me advise you, either to lay aside family worship 
altogether, or ^av^it performed by a chaplain. This will 
have two very ^eat advantages attending it. 1. It will 
save your grace a great deal of hard and unpleasant labon 
And 2. It will make your grace's piety to be admired by the 
vulgar. Methinks I hear one say to another^ " What agood 
inan is my lord, the archbishop I For although he is too 
high for saying prayers himself, or has got so much that he 
has no need to pray, he gives a good salary to Mr. Honey- 
lip, duly to perform the offices of religion in his stead." 

All this while, the good archbishop continued absorbed in 
thought, and, awaking as from a trance, he said, with aaton- 
ishment glowing on his countenance, " Sir, you amaze me ! 
So pertinent your counsel, so persuasive your address ! You 
have more than half brought me over to your opinion, as my 
future conduct will testify.". 

Having succeeded, even beyond expectation, .with his 
grace the a»^bishop, I waited immediately on all the dio- 
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cesans, within the pontifical jurisdietion, and took tine mQs$, 
likely measures to bring them over to our interest. 

1. I persuaded them, as I had done the archJ)ishop before 
them, that the worldly grandeur, with which I and his holij. 
Bess hdd invested them, was certainly too heavy a burth^a 
ffoT them, to be able to ascend the pulpit stairs, above once 
ror twice a year ; and that even then it ought not to be to 
,preach.to an ordinary congregation. 

2. That they might discharge their duty, to the souls 
rwithin their respective dioceses, by providing vicars to 
,watch over thera in their stead, in their several parishes or 
;<li visions,. that they might freely spend their time either at 
ihe cour<t of liome> or at the courts of their several princea, 
without sustaining Joss at home. 

Jt>iscoRDA»s. Why, sir, according to your account, the 
readiest way tp stop the mouth of a noisy preacher is to 
■make a bishop of hHTi. 

iNFiDEiiis. Thepnly way in the world, cousin. Had the 
Jiing pf England giv^n a bishopric to the noisy Whitfield., 
,as he was advised tp do by a certain nobleman, it is un. 
known what mischief might ;have been prevented. A bish. 
^pric would have done hiip n^pr e .real injury, than if all the 
bishops in England had written against him. You rcmeou 

4)er well hpw Ik, D A once thx^atened our ruin, and 

promised fair for doing a^mischief to ouir government ; until 
^ur happy. stars fixe^ him in .a prebend's artall, and a r— 1 
xhaplainship ; since which time he has been quiet enough, 
;and lets people sleep on and tak^ their rest, securely. 

Fastosus. Ha,ving secured >oth orders pf popish bishops, 
I took care to establish dean^, abbots, t^ioi^, .f^i^i*s, vicars, 
x^hanters, prebendaries, canons, mii^pr 4;anons, ^c^ &€. 
From thence I proceeded to persua(()e the higher orders of 
clergy, to encourage plurality of divings, well knowing thi|t 
if ^country vicar couM but procure a fat and fruitful ben^* 
4ice, he would eveii iinitate his betters, i^iid preach as little 
^ po^fiifole. I have ,oflen, mith great pleasure, observe49 
that if a benefice exceeded two hjund red pounds per annun^, 
the poor yicar who enjoys it, ifinds himself yery unable to 
preach, and is therefore obliged <to hire a joviifneyman, tp 
whom He leaves the bulk of the businiei». By tbesie mean^, 
we got curates introduced into the churcfb ; a set of ^enUe. 
jpgifinpold to slavery and ipure^ tp ppverty, not jSo^ ^^ ,<(jf 

7 9 
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parts and learning, hot always for want of piety, but for 
want oif what is by far more necessary to preferment, a pat- 
ron. A joui*neyman weaver^ watch-maker, or cabinet-ma- 
ker, can afiR)rd a better table than many a gentleman, who 
lacks nothing but & patron, to make him equal to the very 
first of bishops. 

Happily, it just answered our desire ; and it was not long 
before, a sharp > conflict between the vicars and curates en- 
sued. As it is not without a vein of drollery, 1 shall give 
you a sketch of it. There was a certain vicar, who having 
obtained a living of about SQOL a year, called his curate to 
him one day, and thus addressed him : << Mr. Curate, I am 
now in a station which will admit but of little preaching ; I 
must therefore get you to take that part of the service 
principally upon yourself. I am under the necessity of visit- 
mg the neighboring gentlemen, and assi^ing them in their 
polite amusements, as has been the custom of my predeces- 
sors from time immemorial ; so that little of my time can be 
devoted to preaching or praying, and less still to study and 
contemplation." Mr.^ Curate replied, " Indeed, sir, I am 
but a poor hireling, whose scanty allowance is no way ade- 
quate to labors so extensive. I am resolved, sir, to measure 
ifty services by my atinual salary." The vicar's benefice be- 
ing sufiicient to raise him above preaching, .and the curate's 
allowance so small that he could not afibrd to preach much, 
it. so fell out between vicar and curate, that the parishioners 
could not obtain above twenty minutes' preaching weekly, 
in return for their tithes, many dues and ofierings. This, 
you know, was greatly to our advantage. 

Another instance of altercation between the vicar and 
icurate I well remember, which also was decided in our fa- 
vor. " Hark you, Mr. Curate, said a ciertain vicar one day 
to his journeyman, I expect you shall take the care of all 
the souls within my parish, upon yourself; as I have much 
business of a very different nature on ray hands." " I take 
the care of them, sir, replied his curateship ; what have I 
to do with them? I shall take no care of them I assore 
you." ^* Well, but, Mr. Curate, said th6 vicar, I hired you 
on purpose that you should take the care of them ofiTfrom 
me." '< Indeed, sir, rejoined the curate, I will not, T am re- 
solved ; do you think that for the scanty allowance of 
twelve shillings per week, I wiU put my own soul ia tiie 
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place of your parishioners ? No, sir, let him take the care 
of them who is best paid for so doing." " Then, said the 
vicar, let my lord bishop take care of them, for he is better 
paid than either vicar or curate." By these means the pa- 
rishioners may go to heaven or hell, as most suits their incli- 
pation, provided always the fees are punctually paid* 

Impiator. Well, father, I really think those curates were 
in the right ; for as they receive but journeyman's wages 
for doing the drudgery of the business, it is unreasonable to 
desire any more than journeyman's labor from them. If 
they perform the most servile parts of the office, for their 
scanty allowance, it seems but meet the vicars, who receive 
the far greatest part of the profits, should take the burthen 
of souls upon themselves. If I am not greatly mistake, the 
far greater part of mankind, the vicars and high-priests 
alone excepted, are of the same opinion with me and the 
curate. However, that was all in the days of popery, and 
the church of England hiAth since been blessed with a great 
reformation. 

Infidelis. It has so, Impiator, and been deformed again, 
almost far enough. Some time afler the reformation, in- 
deed, the gospel was preached almost every where in £ng. 
land, which made me apprehend the most dreadful- conse*> 
quences, and made me exert my utmost influence, in order 
to reduce the clergy to obedience. 

This important point was in a great measure carried, by 
fixing their attention inordinately upon tradition, and kind- 
ling relentings in the boson) of many a gownsman, towards 
the old scarlet lady, whose government had been rejected. 
So that, by degrees, 1 drew them to take counsel, as for- 
merly, from the wise Infidelis ; one particular instance of 
which I shall give you, if you think it will not too long de- 
tain you from necessary businesis. 

Fastosus, That is well thought of, brother. Idleness, 
belongs not to our fraternity; I hold it good therefore, that 
we adjourn to our usual time of meeting. 
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ALL THE DIA^6G£ANS PEESE^T* 

Fa«to8U9. When we painted 7e8(;erday^ you mentioiied 
fome particular iostance of the clergy seej^jug to you for 
direction, brother i; will it please you to j^oXe ^t po us now 1 

Infidsus. It is ooly a little CQufabuia^ioa ^bi^d with my 
good friend^ jparsoQ Out^and-iQ. The case wa^ this: i set 
out oi^e 9K>rQing for Rome, to remoye ^me itcruple^ which 
infested the mind of his holiues9> the father of the world i 
but, pacRsing by parso^ Out-and-in's garden, 1 beheld the 
reverend gentiemen in his morning gown and yejivet cap, 
talking ^low and pensive, to all appear^n/se in a dejected 
manner. Charity bid me stop and relieye the thoughtful di^ 
vine. ' At \i&r command 1 stopped^ and called }: So ho, Mr^ 
Out-and-in : how do you do ? the good gentleman, awaking 
as from a t^nce, erected his body into a pcrpendicuhir posr 
iure, pushed up the 9nout of his cap from pve^ his eyes, and 
finding it was me who called^ instantly replied, " O my 
good fnet^ Ratjonalis ! j^lbr that is the na^e by which I 
Am known i)^y t^e clergy, of all denomihajtiop^) am I so hap. 
py as to meet with yon, in this so difficuU seaspn? I pray 
you, most l^QQoraJUe ti^r, be pleased to #top^ and give me 
ypur advice.*^ 

I went to him, and thus the old Levite jbegan: *< Moat 
frilly, noble and intelligent sir, I and my brethren^ the geiii> 
uine children of learning and science, have long been muck 
grieved at the rapid progress of &,naticism, which now 
|»re vails amazingly over the people. So prevalent is if , sir. 
that fanatical preachers are n^ore followed^ m^pre esteemed, 
^^aa we, the votaries of almighty reason. In these days, 
sir, there are sonoe, who, in a frantip manner, ^ecry the no- 
ble powers of the human soq], which we e^tee^i to be almost 
jdiyine ; who preach salvation, by viiajt they call the righte- 
ousness of Clirist, contrary to the instructions, which we re- 
«ceiveid froin that il;)umination, which thou hast given us. 
We have lopg j^^en studying how to suppress this fanatidsn^ 
and to promote the more consistent doctrine of sajyation by 
o^r own works, and ^he li^herty and Ireedo^ of oqr jpwxi y^ 
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to perlbrm perfect righteousness. It is intolerable, sir, to 
hear men of virtue and piety, placed on a level with vile 
publicans and sinners, who know not the law, and are there- 
fore accursed. Impious in the highest degree, to suppose 
thd^ the benevolent Deity will not reward our good endeavors 
to please him, by working out our own salvation, without 
trustfng in the righteousness of another." 

To be sure, said 1, to gentlemen of virtue and goodnesS) 
it must be mortifying to submit to be levelled with those who 
walk not, but believe in him who justifieth the ungodly* 
Very trying, indeed, to one's own self to be aa hell-deserv- 
ing sinner, when your own reason bears witness, that you 
deserve the inestimable blessings of everlasting happiness, 
for your own personal goodness. What man of virtue and 
moral goodness, what gentleman of a clear he€ul and good 
h€»art, like yourself, can bear to be told, that harlots and 
publicans shall enter the kingdom of heaven sooner than 
you ? I wonder not, my worthy sir, that the preaching of 
salvation by the works of another, should be a stone of pecr 
petual stumbling, and a rock of invincible offence to you. 
And this offence will never be' removed^ until we can so 
manage it, that this same book, called scripture, is made to 
truckle to the more consistent dictates of human reason ; by 
which alone the authenticity of doctrine ought to be attest- 
ed, independently of any records whatever, either ancient or 
modem* 

I myself have beheld the preaching o^the cross of Christ, 
with a great deal of uneasiness. But for seeing the self- 
righteous Jews break their bones by stumbling upon it, and 
the wise philosophic Grecians turning merry-andrews, and 
laughing at it as foolishness, I should certainly have sunk 
into despair ; because I was unhappy enough to see it prove 
both the power of God and the wisdom of God, to those who 
felt themselves actually in a perishing condition. But my 
good Mr. Out-and-in, permit me to tell you, that whatever 
pain I endure on account of a preached gospel, I can do no- 
thing that ivill effectually prevent it, without the concur* 
rence of the clergy. By the way, let me not do much as 
hint any defection of the clergy. No, sir, I thank my aus- 
picious stars, by far the greatest part of* them are upon the 
right side of the question. There are but few, very few, 
who preach those enthusiastic doctrines, M^ith Which the ar- 



ticles, homiUtto, and nibric are stuf&d ; very few who coii» 
corn themselves about what is, or what is not the doctriqie of 
the Bible. 

' But, to the matter of yojur troubles, sir, I appfeheiid they 
may be reduced to these two heads only ; to suppress the 
growth of fanaticism on the one hand, and secure to your- 
selves the patrimony of the church on the other* *' These 
are all, returned he. If we can but accomplish these, we 
desire no more." Then, sir, if no more is aimed at, I shall 
put you in a way, by which you may accompUsb them. 

Observe me, then, my good friend Mr. Out.and^in, the 
first thing to be done, is, to draw aS thick a v$iil as possible 
over the personal excellencies, grace, and righteousness of 
Immanuel ; for tfaese^ wherever they are preached, have a 
tendency to eclipse all human glory, and greatly to diminish 
the profits of the altar ; which, you know, are the principal 
things that ought to be advanced. The holy trade of priest- 
craft can never prosper, but in propdrtion to your departure 
from the doctrine of the cross. Yet, this must be done with 
caution, lest the eyeei'of the people should be opened, and 
the propagation of your rational religion be prevented.. The 
important question then is, *< How you may retain the char- 
acter and authority of Christ's ambassadors, whilst, at the 
same time, you are laboring to extirpate the doctrine of sal- 
vation by his blood, from the rational world V^ as you cannot 
expect to be so much regarded by the people, if ever you 
lose your claim to ambassadorship. Of tlua, therefore, you 
^tqst be very cautious, and by no means declare yourselves 
avowed enemies to. the gpspel, in so msmy express words. 

No, sir, you must find out the most glorious names which 
possibly can be ascribed to the Son of God ; yet such names 
as do not imply his personal divinity ; these would spoil your 
scheme, and therefore must be rejected. For instancy, you 
must not call him Immanuel, the mighty God, the everJast*. 
ktg Father^ God manifest in the fiesh, Jesus Christ yester- 
day, to-day and for ever the same ; Alpha and Omega, &e. 
dcCk These, and such like nameS) must absolutely be laid 
aside, for they make directly against the rational scli^me. 
On the other hand, you must be equally careful not to speak 
slightly of his person, name, and authority, by barefacedly 
calling him, but a man, like yourselves^ as Dr. Priestley has 
precipitately done, and by so doing betrayed the cause of 
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lational religion into the hands of the orthodox, to be man. 
gled and tortured after the manner of that wicked Shaver. 
In short, yon must consider, that the people are not ail ra- 
tional alike ; and therefore a downright denial of the irod- 
head of Christ, may be attended with very serious conse- 
qi^ences." Somie people are firmly attached to the Athana- 
sian creed, merely out of deference to the judgment of their 
ancestors, and others are as firmly attached to the scriptures, 
from an inward conviction of their divine propriety ; so that, 
without the greatest- care, you may be baffled in your very 
first attempts to promulgate your rational religion. 

Inshdrt, sir, notwithstandmg you believe him to be but a 

man Kke yourself, or at most but- a dignified <;reature, yoa 

must'Of iieoessifty, for fear of the populace, ^v^ him « kind 

of suffragan Detty or <]eptited Godhead, like that of Miars or 

Meroury^ in- the pagan theology, four friend, Mr. Wbis«/ 

ton, aMmaB of deep -intelligence, hito shown yoa what may 

be done in this way ; do you, nly good Mr. Out-ftnd«in, imi* 

tate the same Homer.like minister.''' You must never omit 

when you speak of hin'i', to use gr^l and swelling words 

■of seeming respect, as if you had the noost profound venerau 

tiion for his person ; call him the only son of the mos^ \ngfi 

God ; the fitrst-bom, and most exalted of creatures ; a being 

faF««bove men and angels ; under God, the great dispense 

of all things, both in earth and heaven* NotasyKable of 

hi» measuring the seas in the hollow of his hand; of his 

meting out heaven 'With aspen; of his comprehending the 

dusfc c? the easrth in a measure ; weighing the mountafni9 in 

scales^ and .the hills In a balance; or of his ttlking tip the^ 

isles as <a very little thing. That is a descdption of' Jesus', 

most adverse to what you ^woukl have^hought to be nftional 

religion, which considers him as no more than a roan, like 

yodraelvesi It is ^ good, therefore, that ■ such deseriptionibr 

should never be qucied. By keeping close to those appelw 

lationsj which' are proper to him, only as man and mediator, 

you witt veil his real personal dignky ; and, in titmej youir 

audience will quite fot^ all their old orthodox notions^' 

coDoeming the> proper Deity ^f' the* Lord SeffOB Christ', 
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* Hom«r-like minister. Homvr was a wonderful, creator of gods and goddesses. 
mad «(i was Jir; WJiistoBi fttAtHls own aeeoant of the Tftmtf, WUSiili M makes to" 
eoBiiit 4tf •of^iuiQqail^di/aiiditiPa.ciMtBd^Mff <■ . 
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which at pieseot are^o very offensive to you and jour 
brethren* 

When you. happen to hear of any man, who is a zealous 
and diligent preacher ofChriatcrucifiecl) as the <xaly founda- 
tion of the sinner's hope, you must look to it that something be 
speedily done, to prevent his success : , for sueh a man is ca- 
pable of being very injurious to us, and~our rational reUgion. 
His Ibllowers will consider you as no better than hirelings, 
mercenary priests, and enemies to the gospel of salvation. 
Therefore you must, but always with th6, greatest art, at* 
tack his character. Stigmatize him with such names of re. 
proach as you think will be most likely to take with the vul- 
gar. Howeveitf you must beware of touching his moral 
character, for that will be like the body of Achilles, invul- 
nerable even to malice itself. His religious character, be- 
cause less unde]:stood by the conmion people, will be more 
easily injured ; and is^ therefore^ the most proper object of 
your attacks. >% 

You may call him an enthusiast, which is a name under- 
stood by very few ; therefore th^ greatest, part of the peo- 
ple will consider him as some outlandish monster, and avpid 
faim, as they would shun the pajth of Ik crocodile. Or you 
may call him a methodist ; this also is^a name well calcula- 
ted to excite popular abhorrence, as you know many would 
rather choose to be papists than methodists. Or you may 
call him an anabaptist, or fanatic. In short, you may dress 
him in what names you think will most effectually stir up 
the people to bait him, as. they would do a bull or a bear from 
the forest; and so far as your influence goes, you may to- 
tally prevent his usefulness ; which, you know, will be a 
great service dpne to the devil^ aiid to rational religion. 
, But, my good Mr. Out-and-in, take care that you be 
not too barefaced in your slanders, as Doctor Priesdey lias 
been in his against the orthodox dissenters. His zeal for 
rational religion is so furious, that it prompted him to rend 
the disguise, which ought by all J^ieans to have concealed 
his implacable hatred of the orthodox. This, however, he 
has thought proper to discover in suph a manner, that his 
word, in a way of slander, will now scarcely be taken by 
anybody, so that even the rationals themselves are ashamed 
of his rashness. But you, my friend^ may avail yourself of 
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ho miscarriage, and avoid the rock upon which he founder- 
ed under full sail, by considering that, amongst the laity 
there are always to be found a discerning few, whose pene- 
tration may be too keen for a flimsy disguise* Now, should 
your malice be detected, your very reproaches would bring 
him proselytes, as in the case of Dr. Trapp, of crabbed mem- 
ory, and the late Mr. Whitfield. Therefore, let all your 
reproaches seem to fk)w rather fVom pity than malice. Do 
not fail to commend something of the good that is in him : 
'this will be an excellent cloak, from under which you may 
with the greater freedom shoot your arrows of calumny. 
For example, when his name is mentioned in company, you 
may say, << He is a good sort of man, I believe ; but I am 
dorry for him. Poor man, he hath embibed sad enthusiastic 
principles. The poor, weak, well-meaning man, would do 
good if he could, I believe, but is sadly led away by metho- 
distical notions." Sir, there are a thousand ways of vending 
scandal, with seeming pity, which some people are perfect 
masters of: but your divines are too warm, and therefore 
their arrows fall to the ground before they inflict any wound 
at all. 

I have known an important minister, ere now, ruin the 
reputation of his neighbor, with le^sthan ten words speaking, 
and those too seemingly spoken in much pity. O, Sir, there 
requires great art in scandalizing to purpose. Nothing 
gives such a point to the arrow of scandaJ, as seeming con- 
cern for the welfare of the party whom you want to ruin. 
I could recommend you to certain gentlemen, in great esti- 
mation for religion and virtue, as the most accomplished in 
this necessary art, did not 1 know that you disdain to learn 
from any inferior to myself. 

If you would invalidate the doctrine of imputed right- 
eousness, you must begin just here, and proceed in the fol- 
lowing manner, v That it is a doctrine ivhich must be 
brought into contempt,^ as you would wish to preserve the 
honor of the creature, is clear to a demonstratk>n ; seeing, 
whenever a man is brought cordially to embrace it, hk 
looks, however lofty before, are brought down, and he lies 
at the feet of Jesus, as a perishing and lost sinner; which, 
you know, is inconnstent with the dignity of a philosopher, 
or a rational Christian. 

You must, my worthy Mr. Oatomd-in, you most indeed, 

U . 
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declare that man, haying received no damage at all bj the 
fall of Adam, and coming into the world in perfect innow 
eence, is capable of having a righteousness of his own> 
which will justify him befoie an infinitely holy God. *< Ay, 
but Mr. Rationalis, said he, how shall I manage i&this, see- 
ieg there are so many pkin passages of scWptare, which 
contradict me?" Oh, my gcx)d friend! Yott must not 
mind that, if you intend to be a rational preacher. Yoo 
must show yourself a man, and kap over them, a« many, 
have done befdre you. Imitate the zealous Dr» Priestley^ 
and like him tell your hearers^ that the scrfptmres do not 
mean what they say.^ What man of reasoix would regard 
a lew adverse texts of scripture, when the dignity of humi^ 
Bature is the subject in question ? 

For your encouragement, permit me to assure you, that 
however adverse the scriptures may be to your rational 
doctrine, the popi:^ace will be very propitiousw 

You can never please men so welf as by clapping them 
on the shouldersy telling them that their heart» are good,, 
that they need not doubt ofgetting safe to heaven, whether 
they believe in the Son of €kk1 or not. ^And I engage, sir, 
your auditory will caress you, for the sake of your pleasing 
4octrine* 

As to the Holy Ghost, 1 would not have you absolutely 
refrain from mentiomng him, and his assisting influence, 
because your people read of him in your church lituigy so 
Tory often* But be sure roundly to assert, that it is mer^ 
enthuSiaStn jfbr a man to expect to receive the Hohr Ghost, 
ha these da:ys ; and let them solve the difficulty, how the 
thoughts of a knan's heart can be deahsed by the ifiiipimtioi!i 
of the Holy Ghost, whom they cannot receive, as they shall 
find opportunity. It seems I proved as a kind of remem- 
Wancer herof for he stopped me short add said; ^^Let ine 
i eo * I think I should remember something' tibout the Hbfy 
€rho8t sootewhere^— ^um-^If i mistake not, it was rela- 
ting to the ottce of ordination.'* 

Yes,lii)^, Said I, it was; you only professed to my lord 
tehopi that you were moved by the Holy Ghtdist, to take 
«poti yOli Iho office of a deacoti. Thai i^^ all, sir. He 
repliM : *«I beliete it Was some mith ch^g. But pmy, 
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Wy was it rafidnal in me so to do, seeing 1 did not then be- 
lieve that any man i^eceives the moving influences of the 
Hory Ghost.in these tiroes?^' Surely, said I, it was. You 
know, sir, no oaan <;an get a benefice without it in your 
way : and 1 pray you, who would not do as much as that 
for a good living ? Why should you have any scruple of 
conscience, seeing you ha^^ got some hundreds a year by 
It ? I know many, very many, who did the same,. sir, wh« 
can hardly procure thirty pounds per annum. On my word, 
you sold your conscience well. But for those sons of science, 
they foolishly threw theirs away, without the pfOS|)ect of 
^ny comfortable return. I assure you, a journeyman 
-weaver can afibrd >a better table than inaqy a clergyman of 
the rank of curate. 

Once more ; as the works of the Savior of mankind must 
not be wholly omitted ; should you be asked. What jfesus 
xlid for his people ? you must answer, as it were, in a rap. 
^ure : << O! Tie hath done great things for us. He descended 
from the lieaveniy glories, and assumed our nature. He 
hath abrogated the severity of the old, &ad introduced a new 
and mild^ law ; liv<ed agreeably to the precepts of it him. 
self, and when his instructions were finished, he confirmed 
us in his ways, and sealed the truth of his <k)ctrine with his 
own precious blood." Thus, my friend, you may by good 
management, if grace prevent not, deceive the very elect. 
Tears of thankfulness trickled down the old gentleman's 
beard ; \^ gave me most hearty thanks, and protested, that 
ao instructions could be more agreeaUe to the dictates of 
his own reason. 

. Fastosus. 'lean tell you, brother, your advice was not in 
vain, but has 4)een invariably fblk)wed, so lliat this rational 
religion is now very little injurious to our interest. 

Ikfidexis. It U very moderate, sir, and rany well be tol- 
erated even by our governors themselves. It has not the 
l^ast affimty with the doctrine of the cross ; wtiich is justly 
the abhorrence of every partisan of ours, as .will c^ppeat 
from the creed whic^ { cooKpos^dt and put into the hands 
of my fri^d Mr. Oat-and-i&« which, if agreeable, 1 shall 
■recite, 

Discostn^NS. I pray you, sir, let us Tiave the creed. 34 
may afford maitter of entertainment to have tthe '^reed of the 
^enemieis of all pr^eds and oonfesaioi M u 
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iNnoBus. Not enemies to all creeds, cousin ; only to those 
creeds which they deem orthodox ; those which debase the 
sinner, exalt the Savior, and thwart the views of human 
arrogance. But they are very fond of such creeds as tickle 
proud nature, eclipse the sovereignty of grace, afid debase 
the Savior as insufficient of himself to save to the utteranost 
those who come to God by bifh ; as you will see in the fbl- 
lowing* 

<• I believe in the great God, the Father and fountain of 
Deity, as an absolute and, supreme being, eternal, immortal, 
invisible, omnipresent, all-powerful, the Creator, Supporter, 
and Governor of all worlds. I believe in another God, Who 
is not eternal in his existence;' not omnipresent in his es- 
sence ; not omnipotent, but entirely dependent on the ^reat 
Crod for his very existence ; not supreme over all, as Paul 
the fanatic thought ; but subject in all thipgs to him that 
made him ; not immortal, but actually died about seventeen 
hundred years agone, for purposes afterwards to be mention- 
ed. I farther believe, concerning this second God, that he 
was created, as the famous Whiston says, by the great €rod, 
in an ineffable manner, before the foundation of the world, 
far above all angels, and app(Mnted to be the mi&ister of the 
wrath and mercy of the Creator. I believe in a third Grod, 
called the Holy Ghost, created by the second God, or sufira- 
gan of the Supreme Deity, and that, therefore, he may prop, 
erly be called the grandson of the great God." 

«< 1 beg your pardon, said Mr. Out.and.in, interrupting 
me ; it would be more rational still, to ascribe no Deity 
whatever to the Sbn of God." 

O sir, replied I, we shall fit you in that, in the most agree- 
able manner ; then to the article of faith in the great God, 
add, " I believe in Jesus Christ, as a mere roan like ourselves, 
yet pious and holy. A man sent of God, as a great teacher, 
whose business in life was to introduce a new mild law, 
comnoonly called the gospel ; because God had altered his 
mind, respecting the salvation of mankind, since hid giving 
of the old law, which upon examination and long experi- 
ence, was found to be too strict and severe, consequently 
unjust, and fit for abolition. Wherefore, he raised up ^is 
same Jesus Christ, a man like ourselves, and sent him to 
correct the errors, which infinite wisdom had fallen into, is 
giving what we call the moral law. 1 believe, that when he 



obtained a .|)erfeGtcorrect oopy, he taught it to mankiod, and 
^called it the new law, or the gospel. I believe that this good 
.man did actually make such corrections, alterations, and 
^amendments in the moral law, as he saw meet, notwithstand- 
ing he positively declared, that, ^although heaven and earth 
sbould both pass away, not one jot «r tittle of the old law 
should &i],'' that is, be superseded by any other law what* 
«ver. Ibeliove that Jesus Christ, this g[ood man like ouf- 
selves, having rendered the old law a perfect system, and 
having taught it in its purified state, died te confirm the 
truth of V his doetEine, just as Cranmer and other good men 
have done since^then^ I believe farther, that he continued 
under the power of death for three days, and then was raised 
from the dead, to show that he was no impostor, but wasac* 
tually oonmissioBed to amend the dd law, which, prior to 
his correction, was neither holy, just nor good, as the mista- 
iLen apostle thought it to be. Farther still, I believe that, 
in his exalted state, he is, aa good Or. PcieBtlej observcsi, 
4>n\y a man like ourselves, notwitlistanding the orthodox ig» 
norantly worship him as Immanuel, Gocl, with them ; God 
jnanifest in the flesh ; the true God and (Eternal life ; the 
Alpha and Omega; the first 4ind the last, and I know not 
what enthusiastic tkl^, such as that book, called the Bible^ 
4i8cribe8 to Jesus of Nazareth. 

«< Concerning the original state of nan, I believe, that 
Adam did not beget his cliildren in the likeness which ho 
himaelf ^otre, at the time of their beiw ^begotten, but in the 
likeness which he bore before he had sumed ; that, although 
the fountain became polluted, the streams coatinne pure and 
limpid^ and, although the root was depittved by transgress 
.•ton, the branchea and fruit are holy and innooent. So that 
there is no such thing as original sin in any sense; nor haTSr 
the poitortty of Adam any share » the gmilt of hia traMk 
^ressions. And, whereas tho ^esfth'Of lin^ats is frequent^ 
alleged, by fanatics, and orthodox ChiriBtians, as a proof of 
Anginal sin; I^do moat rational^ beliere, eoncemhig thosd 
that die in infancy, that either God, in an arbitrary unjust 
manner murders them without cause ; or their death is oc* 
casipaed by someain of their own, oomeaitted either frhilai 
they were in the womb, or before they had faeiiag ; ibr no 
aum eaft die ibr the sins of anothei^ ai^a yoilr jasaete, aibi 
vet it is clear that infants do die* 

U8 
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'< MoxiBOver, 1 believe that every man is possessed of power, 
to justify himself by the deeds of the law, and to procure 
salvation by his own willing and running, contrary to the 
opinion of Paul, and the rest of the orthodox ; that sahration 
is obtained by works of righteousness of our own perform^ 
ing, and not by the obedience and death of any other person ; 
that the glory of our salvation shall redound to the absolute 
mercy of God, and our own good endeavors to obtain it ; and 
not unto Christ, whom the orthodox enthusiastically say, has 
loved them, and washed them in his blood, by which be has 
redeemed them to Grod, out of every nation, kindred, people, 
tongue, and language/' 

This ereed being cordially received by my votaries, I 
laughed in my sleeve, and said, A fig for you all, my enemies ; 
Groodwin, Chamock, Owen and Crisp, &c. where are you 
now ? A fig for all your snarlings at my principles ! JLift 
up your heads from the dusty pillows, and listen, whilst your 
own descendants, ye Puritans, with all the Ibrce of eloquence, 
plead the cause of great Infidelis. 

Imfiatos. Hono^d father, I admire your subtilty, and 
afanost adore your craftiness. Who would have thought, 
when we -heard of the old Puritans raving against unbeli^ 
and profaneness, that, in such a short time, their descendants 
would have forsaken the principles of their progenitois. But 
I give you joy, my sire, your operations have lacked no ad« 
vantageous success. 

Infidelis. You are very obliging, my son ! But I perceive 
you are not aware of all the glory of this conquest. Perhaps 
my friends would think it strange, if I should tell them, that 
\ij this device, I have again introduced into Britain, as gross 
idolatry as ever was preached hy the ancient druids, as ever 
was known at Rome or Athens ; and that British divines 
have arrived at an higher degree oC heathenism than ever 
was known in the celebrated pantheon. 

Ikpiatob. Nay, then, my bewildering parent, out with 
it^ and explain yourself What^ idolatry i^^ in Britain I 
Happy stars! 

Infidblis. Hold) son. Restrain yourself, I say. Do not 
yen remember the charge I gave you, Impiator, when I sent 
Ibrth my several worthies to sound my sleep^ving trumpet. 

IxFiATOB. I can remember nothing at present, so great is 
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my joy ! O idolatry ! How glad am I that the Britons have 
again embraced thee ! 

Infidelis. This, son, was my charge, and I desire you will 
remember it. Take care, said 1, Impiator, take care what 
you do. It is a matter of great importance to our infernal 
interest, to which a blunder of yours might on this occasion, 
be very injurious. These men are gone forth upon my busi. 
ness ; with a commission from me, your father, to counteract 
a preached gospel, and as much as may to sap its foundation 
doctrines. Now, my son, in order to be useful to me, it is 
highly necessary they should bear the appearance of the 
strictest sanctity, and be not any wise defective in tithing 
anise, mint and cummin, or how can they impose the cheat 
upon mankind with success? Whereas, the appearance of 
devotion and sanctity, will give energy to their arguments, 
and greatly recommend their doctrine ; there is no beating 
it 6ut of the heads, even of the most ignorant, that there is 
such a thing as devotion and sanctity inseparably connected 
with religion. 

Now, my soii, thou art but a purblind devil, and at best 
piecipitate ; therefore, thou mayest overturn my well-con- 
certed scheme. I charge thee, therefore, Impiator, as thou 
wishest well to our maUadministration, that thou shalt re* 
frain from tempting these men into any of thine openly no- 
torious ways, and to leave them entirely to my government ; 
for -they cannot miscarry, whilst I have the pleasure of reign- 
ing in their hearts. 

Fastosvs. a very necessary caution, and it ought to be 
regarded. 

Impiator. I remember it very well, and have hitherto 
acted accordingly ; notwithstanding, I would rather allure 
every person to take up his dwelling in some part of my 
dominions, fiut, sir, I never knew that your rational divines 
were properly idolaters. 

Ihfide£is. Do you consider, then. They tell their hear* 
ers, that Immanuel is no more than a dignified creature, 
who has no personal claim to the essential properties of 
true and absolute divinity, notwithstanding many of them 
pay divine honors to his name. Now, my son, the worship 
of a creature, how dignified soever, is by all allowed to be 
mere idolatry. 

Fastosus. They deny the charge of idolatry, brother. 
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by allegiagy that they offer to Immanuel, only an ii 
worship, suited to the inferiority of his person as a created 
being* 

IivFZDKLis. The very thing in whieh their idolatry cob* 
aists, and i» on a tevel with the anctent pagans. It was an 
inferior kind pf adoration, which the ancients paid to their 
heroes and oommon deities^ in comparisoii of that whicb 
they offered to Jupiter their great god, the supposed kin^ 
and father of all the rest. Mars and Mercury, for instance, 
were nev^ ooosidered as supreme, but as actiag under the 
direction and delegation of Jupiter; as such, and such only, 
they were adored and worshipped ; so that to distingniah 
between the worship of the father as si^reine, and that of 
hit son,, as inferior and subordinate^ instead of exculpating 
them from the chaise of idolatry, doth Actually enforce it. 

Fastosirs. But, to dear themselves from the charge of 
idolatry, they allege farther, sir, the command of God him- 
self, for their worshipping, the Son, notwithstanding his infe- 
riority. The great God, say they, hath given command, 
that all the angels of God should worship hhn, and that all 
m^ should honor him ; shall then our abedieiLce draw upon 
us the reproach of idolatry ? 

Infidklis. So they say. fiut if they knew the scripUuros^ 
only half as well as you and me, who have labored all our 
days to clond their evidence, they would see that these 
commands, instead of exieulpating themr from, do actually 
bring ^ome the charge of idolatry upon th^n. God hath 
expressly commanded, that, *^ Mankind shall have do other 
gods before him," as objects of religious adoration^ either 
by ofloe or otherwise. And he would hardly have himaelt 
introdneed another, of a different nature, and commanded 
all men to worship him ; seeing ia this case, one command 
would have clashed with the other. Thisr would have been 
the spring of wild confusion, and ever lasting uncertainly ; 
for the two commands being diametrically opposite, no man 
could ever have known which of the two might be obeyed 
lirith safety. 

Would we but suffer them to reflect upon the divine 
oommands, th^ must unavoidably see that their worship. 
|Mog of the Son of God, as merely delegated, with an infe. 
rior kind of worship, is absolute idolatry. When the first 
be|{Otten was bfonght into the anorld it was said, «« Let all 
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the aDgels of God worship him," which they accordingly 
did at his birth. When he revealed himself to Israel, the 
Father gave command, that, << AH men should honor the 
Son, even as they honored the Father." That is, with the 
self'Same honor, as is paid to the Father, on the foundation 
of his being one (in essence) with the Father. Whereas, 
had the Father ordained divine honors to be paid to any be- 
ing of a different essence from himself, he would not only 
have overturned the first commandment, ** Thou shalt have 
no othcir gods before me," but have given his glory to an^ 
other, contrary to his own express declaration. I would 
not, therefore, have those sons ofsuperior reason think it at 
idl strange, if at last they find themselves ranked with idola^^ 
ters. 

Impiatoh. But, father, if I mistake not, you said, that, 
with them, paganism* is brought to as great perfection as 
ever it arrived at in the Roman pantheon. How is that, 
sir, seeing they are rational Christians 7 

IifFiDELis^ Yes, my son, they call themselves rational 
Christians, because they believe and teach, <«That the 
world by wisdom may know the Almighty," and adorn their 
harangues with ivords, which men's wisdom teacheth ; but 
they are pagans, notwithstanding, as will appear, when you 
consider, that they worship more Gods than one. Arians 
and Socinians both agree to worship one, whom they say is 
truly and essentially Grod, and the king and father of the 
other Deities. Besides this object of supreme adoration, 
they have other two, the Son and the Holy Ghost, whom 
they honor with inferior adoration, just as the ancients did 
the common Deities. I suppose, gentlemen, you will allow 
that the worship of two or three objects ofdifierent ranks, is 
as real paganism, as the worship of so many hundreds : but 
I choose to distinguish the modems from others, by the name 
of Christian pagans, because they allow Jesus Christ to be 
one of their secondary Deities. 1 am greatly obliged to you, 
my brother Fastosus, for your assistance, so kindly given, 
to enable me to accomplish my purposes ; without it, I could 
not have brought my affidrs to their present happy situation. 

Fastosus. No, brother, you could not ; but you are at all 
times welcome to my assistance, in counteracting the sim* 
plicity of gospel truth. I myself should greatly sufiTer, were 
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the Anani and Sociaiaiid to discover what pan we have ill 
their rational religion; and 1 am not without my fears, that 
tbe capacity of the preachers for making proselytes, the 
dwindkng away of their congregations, and the contempt 
in which they are in general held, will in time convince 
them, " That the world by wisdom knew not God,^* and so 
bring them to change their present system of rational reli- 
gion for that of the cross of Jesus, which is truly rational, 
and ennobles every reasoning power of the human squI. 

IxpiATOR, Ab, my sire! What a subtle spirit you are! 
With what laudable craAiness must you have acted, to bug* 
oeed in introducing pagan idolatry amongst modern divine^ 
even amongst Protestant dissenters, t have long known 
that the papists are pagans in disguise, but had no thou^t 
of rational Christians being so far in alfiance with us. 

DisctosDANs, Pagans in disguise, cousin ! What do you 
mean? There is no mystery. at all in your father's doc- 
trinedi ; nor is there much difierence betwe^i the ancient 
Itag^ns, and modem papists. The principal difference is 
this: The popish Juno, whoin they call the mother of 
God, is far greater in power, and more exalted in glory^ 
than the wifi^ of Jupiter» the pagan Deity, The pagan 
Juna acted in all things subordinate to the will of her bus. 
band, the king and father of the gods, who bore absolute ' 
• sway over the heavenly synod : but the popish Jupiter acts 
in subordination tp the will of his virgin mother. He rules 
the creation, indeed ; but then he is still subject to maternal 
direction ; so that it is not God, the saviour of sinoers, but 
the virgin Mary, tbe popish Juno, who possesses absolute 
foveieignty ; and what good they expect at the band of 
God, is expected as to be done in obedience to his virgin 
mother. 

In all other things, there is little or no disparity between 
the ancient and modern pantheon worship. The pagans 
worshipped angels, whom they called Gods; the papists 
worship them also, knowing them to be creatures. The 
first had their heroes and heroines, whom thoy adored un- 
der the name of demi.gods ; the li^tter, also, have their he- 
roes and heroines, whom, they worship under the name of 
9aints. The ancients had their ambiguoud oracles and lying 
wonders, and the moderns have both| in far greater abun* 
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daneQ ; so that he must be blind indeed, who does <iot see 
amongst them undisguised paganism. 

Im^iAToit. Then it must follow, that the papiMs are 
greater friends to my father Infidelis, than the Arians and 
Socinians ; because these bear something of the appearance 
0f truth ; but {hose have cast off both truth and its appear. 
ttice. 

lNFiDi:Lis. That is your wisdom, again, my son. Impiatot 
would make but a blundering mifiister ofstate in my court, 
gentlemen. But, my son, you may know, it is with us a 
maxim of policy, that, ^ Whoever comes nearest the truth, 
atid is/notwithstanding, destitute of it, is always capable 
of doing the most essential service to my interest.** Popish 
paganism is by fkr too barefaced to succeed in England, 
where its Absurdities have been so long detected, finglish 
Protestants WiH not worship a god of the bakei^'s making, 
whilst their women retain the art of making good plumb, 
pudding, which will at an)r time be prefbrr^ to the sacra- 
mental wafer. But AHan and Socinian paganism is so sub- 
tiily invented, and so Well refined, that kpasseth with many 
for rational Christianity. 

bfPiAt'oii. I fidd, sir, you are under neCesnty, as well tts 
myself, to act wisely, with craft and cunnii^g, finding that 
the same device will not with all people, at all times sue 
■e^md alike. We may sometime, to >K)me people, appear in 
our own infernal likeness ; and at others we are fain to ptkt 
on a deep disguise, iti order to aecomplish ouY desigtis. But 
no matter how, so that we hare them safe at last. How- 
ever, gentlemen, there being such a prospect of plettty, I 
begin to fear there will scarcely be room left in hell for tt8\ 
doviiis. 

Infii>£lis. Another stroke of my Son's wit. It is W6I1, 
bnpiator, that your business is to tyrannize only over the 
thoughtless part of the humah race, or you would be of little 
fl^rvice to obr fraternity. But have you never lieafd, thSit 
Tbphet b wide ttkid lArge, without either brim or bottom? 
There is no fear of w«mtitfg room. Besides, Wh6rSter th<9 
fiends may happen to be, they aire always at home, bemg 
sure to carry their hell along With them. 

PAStotfOQ. 1 have somewhere seen a tnap of that part of 
your dominioti», brotinsr, whe^ Ihb idolaters dwell ; if yoti 



240 PIALOOUBS 

have got one about you, I should be glad to have a doscmp- 
tioDof it. 

Infidelis. I have, mr, and am glad it is in R17 power to 
gratify my much-honored brother. You see, sir, it is divi* 
ded into two grand provinces, each inhabited by difierent 
sects of idol worshippers. That province on the left con- 
tains the various sects of civil idolaters, and this on the right 
contains the many denominations of their elder brethren^ the 
religious idolaters. And, I assure you, they are two bodies 
of people very respectable. 

The province which contains the civil idolaters, is divided 
into several counties, all of which are very populouis. In 
the first county live the worshippers of vain pleasure, and 
this county is divided into several regalities, in which the 
several sects or denominations of idolaters dwell; according 
to the diversity of their inclinations. The first regalhj 
is appointed to the worshippers of living creatures. Iliis 
swarms with jockeys, and gamblers of the turf, both of 
noble and ignoble extraction. Along with them live the 
worshippers of foxes, hares, and hounds^ a very }olly raee, 
I assure you, well skilled in the literature of the kenoeL 
But it is better to be a slaVe in a Turkish galley, than held 
as a divinity in this regality ; for adoration never &i]8 to 
procure torture to the idol, as the panting of the hare, and 
the well-plowed sides of the horse, sufficiently demonstrale. 
A little nook of this regality is, by royal mandate, made over 
to sterile wives and maiden ladies, who, for want of more 
agreeable objects of adoration, worohip monkeys, parrots, 
and lap-doffs. The second regality is the habitation \ of those 
who worship the dramatic poets, ^d their apes, the players. 
At the shrines of those idols, the worshippers sacrifice health 
and virtue, undc^r pretence of learning wisdom. They are 
a very fashionable and honored people, with whom legiahu 
tors and guardians of public virtue are not ashamed to ae* 
sociate. Here you may find legislators patriotically saeri* 
ficing their own virtue, in order to protect that of their na- 
tion ; iheir own estates, in order to assist in public economy; 
and faithlessly wasting their own time, in order to teach in- 
dustry to the inferior ranks of subjects. 

In the second county, you will find all the worshippers of 
false honor ; a set of gentry extremely divided in their 
sentiments, relative to the object of their . adoration. One 
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holy father falk down prostrate, like Cardinal Wolsey, be« 
fore the triple crown and pontifical dignity. A second is 
equally devout at the shrine of a cardinal's hat. And a third* 
l^ aspiring, pays his devotions to a bishop's mitre or pre? 
latic robesj and the highest of his present ambition is a bish- 
opric. Other reverend gentlemen offer a more humble wor- 
ship to a deanery; prebend, or vicarage. 

It is very observable, that in this county, people never 
worship that to which they have already attained ; but hav* 
ing compassed their purpose, burn incense to the idol next 
in rank, and thus the worshipper goes on, if death and dis- 
appointment do not prevent him, until he has worshipped 
every shrine in the pantheon. 

For instance, whilst a curate, a vicarage is the idol ; the 
vicarage obtained, it gives place to a prebend or deanery ; 
W{hich once enjoyed, they also, in^their turn, give place to 
a bishopric ; that to an archbishopric, which is the principal 
idol of the English. But in other countries, there are idols 
of a. superior r&nk, so that the moment an archbishopric is 
obtained, incense smokes to a. cardinal's hat ; which also ob- 
tained, loses its worshipper, who is now converted to the 
worship of the triple crown, the great god and father of all 
the other idols. 

Nor are the laity less devout than their reverend breith' 
ren f for one jman worships universal empire, like Louis of 
France, and some others ; but it is said that George of Bri- 
tain is an apostate from this religion* Another worships a 
crown and ^ceptre, like the descendants of a certain bnck- 
layer ; and^m^ny adore the place of prime-minister, chan- 
cellor of the j^iiigdomj first lord of the treasury, with every 
other place of hoiib^ and trust In government. Some yoH 
shall see fall prostrate before a star and garter, whilst others 
are all obedience to a coronet. The husband lies in the dust 
before " his honor," whilst his wife in raptures adores " her 
ladyship." <• His lordship" as bended to by one,and another 
pays all his devotion to <* his grace." 

In this county, you may find some men religious enough 
to worship a corporal's knot, or e sergeant's hcdberd. Some 
worship an ensign's sash, others a, lieutenant's commissioA, 
whilst the captain is absolutely^ as much devoted to a re^ 
n^ent, as his colonel ie to a marshal's staff. 

The third county is the. dwelling of those who worahip 
•• ■ V ■ 
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Ihoir owB bodies, than which, i presame, there is nctt a in«rv 
iNiveitoous idol in the ^nod. Aroimd the shrine of this gixi» 
stand the baker, brewer, pastry-cook, confectioner, distiller, 
weaver, and male and female tail<M^ Hard by are a oon. 
steliatioR of the sofWr seJt prostrate before an Indian shrub, 
the leaves of which are in great veoemtipa. At no great 
distance are a cloud of wershippeis of Yirgi»ia tobacco^^ 
they are. divided into no. leiss than four difierent sects. The 
firat of whom woriship the tobacco in tlieneat leaf, cut sroall, 
or well rolled together, l^e second worship it after it is 
well ground into fiour. The third put it through the fire to 
the dear sensation. And the fourth are of such a Cath<^ 
disposition that they worship the dearly beloved tobacco in 
all its ibrma. [Of this last sect the Listener professes him- 
self.] 

The belly is worahipped by many, as the principal god, 
and so profuse are they m tbetr ofierii^,^ that its altar is 
•ometitnes almost oveitcrmed, and the idol, greedy as it i8> 
is un^Bible to bear th0 fruits of their devotion. The sect of 
ghittons, a devout race, ransack both earth and sea to imng 
plenty of offerhigs to the idol ; and that of drunkards, in no 
less devotion^ pour on the wines in such profusion, that ail 
the surrounding trenches are gorged to the brim. This 
same idol differs exceedingly fVom most other objects of 
idolatrous worship ; for when» it has swilled to excess in the 
drink^offmng, h invites the brain to share in the feast, to 
%hicfh it presepts every vaporish effluvia, whilst it reserves 
^r Its 4>wn use only the parts exerem^ititious. Moreover, 
thIssaiMebdily fs«pt tores^t the profusion of its worship* 

Crs, and <seiids forth the bluest plagues, most chilling agues, 
rning, putrid aiki malignant fevers, with all manner of 
«Gute and chronical <dfsiempers, amongst the worsh^pera, 
and thus provides employment for gentlemen^f the faeol^r; 
wlMse business poshively would be worse than that <h a 
IM»bbl«r, but for the reUgioB df belly-worshipping. 

In the fourth county dtrell the worshippers of gM and 
toge p(Msessi<»is, some of whom you will find )ying pros, 
tsate, inthe deepiM delation, to a fine: well situated house 
4mA gtindeift ; sch«rs worshipprng a fertile entate and weif 
^tloftei haivis, ti#>bk of fleecy sheep, -or an herd'of fattening 
bullocks. One raitn iid^M tho brace of nags, which Imrl 
MM#(mflace t» {>iMss^ wYaHftt his fiiend is prostnle tefoie 
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splendid idol, and attracts the attention of many^ whilst some 
adore a coal-pit, or a mine ofieaden ore. 

Had I time, I would give you a more full account of the 
Teiigious idolaters ; bat as business is urgent, I shall only 
touch upon some of their gods. The greatest of which is 
his holiness the present pope, who dispenseth blessing and 
cursing, casteth down and exalteth at his pleasure. This 
gody who is exalted above all that is called God, issueth 
dispensations and pardons, for money and price, coptrary te 
the manner of the God of heaven. The one pardons and 
gives salvation freely of grace, but the other sells his par- 
dons as dear as he can. Next to his holiness, on the right 
liand, stands the popish Juno, or virgin^Mary, whose pow« 
^rful command of the God of nature, is greatly adored by 
every zealous papist. On the left hand stands a Jesus Christ 
of wood, wJiom the papists also highly revere ; forthey are, 
almost to distraction, fond of wooden deities. Some indeed 
have a Jesus Christ made of gold or silver, and others, more 
-lowly, worship a paper Savior; but the most humble devo- 
tion is^aid to the gods which the baker makes. These are 
•the most ravenous idolaters in the whole world ; for, wirk 
the greatest eagerness and devout veneration, they eat the 
object of their adoration. Thousands of these breaden gods 
•are devoured annually, and as soon as devoured, they are 
replaced by others from the sacred ovens. The people, wor- 
ship, and service of the true Jesus of Nazareth, they abhor 
and persecute with as much fury as ever their ancestors the 
Romish pagans did. But if their own godsmiths, carvers, 
or statuaries, -happen tO|>rodtice a handsome Jesus Christ, or 
a mother ef 'God, the country will presenlSy wonder after it, 
in the most profound adoration. 

DiscosoANs. I have sometimes thought, brother, that th^ 

4)opish religion is the religion of Moloch inverted. That vo- 

racious idol was used to devour the children of his worship. 

pers; but here the greedy worshippers devour their god, 

after he is well baked in an oven. 

Infidxlis. The ancient pagans were even foolish enough, 

in giving their children to that greedy devil, Moloch ; and 

Hhe papists are not much wiser in worshipping the works of 

the artificer, or believing that they can eat their Maker. 

Here are, likewise^ the greatest variety of venerable reJici^ 
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fludh as St. Peter's b^ard, the.ear of St. Francis, the milk of 
the virgin, v^ith atbousslnd fooleries besides, all of which are 
in some sense deiBed. , 

Besides these already mentioned, there dwell in this prov- 
ince, all who worship their ancestors, which renders the 
country very populous. I meanthos^ who hold the canons, 
^confessions, and liturgies composed by their ancestors, to be 
nearly equal to the scriptures in authenticity. Likewise, 
those who are of this or that persuasion, merely because it 
i^as the faith of their progenitors, without giving themselves 
the trouble of searching the -scripture, to know the trQth of 
the doctrine. It is also here that the wbrshippers of the sa- 
cerdotal livery dwell. I mean those who venerate a man 
merely for the sake of his gown and cassbck, without in- 
quiring whether his doctrine and' conversation render him 
venerable. ^ 

But I should tire your patience, was I to give you a mi- 
nute description X)f my vastly extended country, as well as 
lead you to imitate the sloth of the children of men. 1 shall 
therefore beg leave here to desist.- At the usual time I will 
meet yoii. Business calls me hence at pre^nt. - 



DIALOGUE XVIL 

ALL. tHE DIALOGEANS PRESENT. 

Privy to ]their appointment,* I made business- give way 1o 
curiosity, and I was as punctual in my attendance as they 
were in theirs. At the same time before agreed to, they 
assembled, resumed their seats, and Fastosus thus began : 

Fastosus. It is true, sir, your son Avaro hath greatly 
exceeded my expectations, and proves himself to be an ex- 
pert devi). He will, I think, do honor to the name of Infi- 
delis, and may greatly contribute to the * flourishing estate 
of the kingdom of pride. I should be glad if Avaro might 
now a little enlarge- upon the hints he has already given, 
that we may Parther see the prosperity of your general in- 
terest. 

Discord ANS. That will be very grateful to me, coa«n 
Avaro, as your sordid and griping influences have the mcBt 
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•!happy effect upon the reign of contention. How have I 
heen delighted, when one of your slaves has dropped into 
the grave^ Jeavuig behind him vast possessions, by the dis- 
«ord 1 have«own amongst his children and kinsfolks ! Your 
£ilave8 dare not rthink of dying and entering into another 
world.; therefore itsoraetimes happens, that«ift€a* the muclu 
worm has been, by every means, and every kind of rapine, 
scraping, weakb together for many years, he drops into eter- 
nity^ without leaving behind him any authentic direction how 
his plunder is to be disposed of. This gives me a fair oppor- 
<anity of setting his relations together by the ears, aboul 
who shall ^et most of the miser's effects to himself; and 
1 have the happiness, frequently, of ^planting irreconcilable 
enmity in the heart of one brother and sister ^against anotlw 
er, which, you know, is a comfortable sight to our infernai 
Qo^lity^ 

Sometifnes, the griping miseFr, that enemy to himself and 
a^l -mankind, is over-persuaded to make his will, though se- 
icretly hoping he shall not die ibr a^reat while yet to come ; 
and then thecase is very little altered : for when the wretch 
^oes to the place appointed for the covetous, his will is un- 
^satisfactory tojsome bfthe relatione^; one has too much, and 
the other has too litile leA hira. Here, disagreeable alter- 
«atioB succeeds the lyneral obsequies, and division and ever- 
Jasting disgust sums up the whole. Unless, indeed, that re- 
latioa who ha« too little bequeathed to hinii should call in 
the gentlemen of the law to decide the matter 4n some court 
of judieahM^;; ;and who, having fleeced both the fools, as 
handsomely as the nature of the thing would admit of, refer 
them at last to an arbitration. 

I assure you, cousin^ I scarcely e«er see one of your in- 
dustrious slaves, .hut I Matter a hope of having some employ- 
rinentin hia family on his demise ; nor<io I know any other 
real use that the .miser's ill-gotten «nQney is of to society, 
i)esides sowing discord amongst friends aad relatious. The 
wretch lOieanly robs his own back and belly, as well as all 
ke deals with, to answer purposes no more valuable by his 
having* But i prevent y<)u, cousin. 

A V ARo» I .<»nBot easily depart from the tent of the scarlet 
lad^^ whose name is mystic Babylon, without making fasi. 
ther honorable mention of her prudent children. The wise 
disposal of purgatorial &re ba9.beea lUready ezempUfied^ ajcuf 

V8 
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Ihe dispensation and pardon market has been glanced at; 
but one way of getting money besides these I shail now in. 
stance. I have laid my claim to the popish clergy in gen- 
eral ; but of them all, there are none who exceed the worthy 
lords, the inquisitors, in veneration of my golden image. 
This religion of the golden image was first invented by Uie 
clergy of Babylon, and I assure you, to this day, the clergy 
•of Babylon invariably follow it. But the inquisitors, of all 
others, are the most zealous devotees of the golden god, first 
set up by the parsons of Babylon. 

Never did any eagle look out for a dove, nor an hawk fi>r 
a sparrow, with greater vigilance than their lordships are 
wont to look out for a prey. If, within their jurisdiction, 
there happens to be a stranger, whose circumstances are 
prosperous, and who is likely to be a good bone for their 
reverences to pick ; it shall go hard but they will provoke 
him, by some of their emissaries, to say something against 
the inquisitive tribunal, which, in seme countries, is deemed 
the unpardonable sin. No sooner has the insinuating priest, 
l>y indirect means, obtained qoatter of accusation, bat be 
makes information in the holy office, before the fathers, who, 
on hearing the blessed report, are as much delighted as the 
wolf, when he has fatiged a prey. The merchant is ap- 
prehended, his estate confiscated ; he is immured in the 
prison cells until consumed, either by famine or yermin, 

' otherwise he is tortured privately to death, by the hands of 
their sanctified ruffians. 

One instance, of the many which 1 might produce, shall 
serve to exemplify the equity of the inquisitors. When 
Syracuse was in its glory, there was one Bellarius, a for&ga 
merchant, who, in the course of business, had amassed 
great riches; andwho, atthesametinoe, wassocircum^KCt 
in all his ways, that even the eye of an emissary of the 
office could find nothing, of which to accuse him to the 
tribunal. Thus he lived in reputation and affluence for 
many years, to the great hnpatience of the holy inquisaton, 
who. could find no plausible pretence, by which they miglit 

, fanff his substance with their rapacious talons* 

fiidllarius had an only child, a lady about seventeen. Her 
penon was the perfection of symmetry, and her mind a copy 
of the purest virtue. By her they found means to accom- 
pli their purposes, and bring oomplioated ruin en the «•• 
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happy pfireot. The family, retired to peaceful repose, were 
one nigbt alarmed about one o'clock, first by the approach 
of a coach, and then by a smart rapping at the gate. Bel- 
iarius from within asking ^< Who is there ?" was answered, 
^< The holy inquisition." Down stairs he ran, fiew to the 
gates, in obedience to the dread tribunal, and opened to re- 
ceive those ministers of darkness. Understanding they 
were come for his daughter, in farther obedience to those 
leaders of the church, he went himself up to her chamber, 
brought her down trembling as she was, and delivered her 
into the hands of the horrid ravishers, who carried "her off 
to ihe seraglio, in the office of the inquisition ; where for the 
present we leave her, through fear of death, seduced from 
her virtue, by those pretend^ patrons of religion, and return 
to the unhappy disconsolate father. 

IxpiATos. Well, brother, I find then the priests of Rome 
are not so much addicted to eunuchry as they pretend. Jt 
is lawful, it seems, to ravish virgins, however unlawful it 
may be to have a married wife. I have often heard of the 
seraglio of princes, but not so oflen of the seraglio of priests, 
and those priests too, who, of all others, are the most jeal- 
ous wanderers after the seven-headed beast. 

AvAKo. Distressed and comfortless, Bellarius remained 
at home ; forsook all company, and conversed only with the 
various cogitations of his own foreboding mind. *At one 
time, he conjectured that his hapless dauber, in some in« 
advertent moment, might have blasphemed either the wood* 
an virgin Mary, or the great high priest of Rome, or the 
holy inquisitors ; in which case, he gave her up for lost, and 
doomed her to fail a sacrifice. Yet he could scarcely for* 
give the rigor of that religion^ which bad in such a merciless 
manner ravished her from his fond embrace. 

It was not long afler this, an Armenian merchant, said ts 
be newty arrived in Syracuse, called on him, under pretence 
of buying a large assortment of goods. Generous, and un. 
suspecting, Bellarius bid him welcome to his house, during 
his stay ; which he, after some seemingly modest apologies, 
thankfully accepted. The pretended Armenian, perceiving 
Bellarius to eat but little supper, and now and then inad» 
vertently to let slip a sigh, took occasion to rally him, in a 
friendly manner, as if troubled with the hyp% advisipg him 
lo cheer up and hope ibr better times. 
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Be!lariu8, havijig but little relish forajest,seHous1y repli. 
ed, " No, sir, the hyp' is not my present disease, neither 
have ray affairs in trade taken an adverse turn ; and yet 
there is one thing which gives me great distress." The 
friendly Armenian was now more importunate to know his 
grievance, that he might at least sympathize with him in his 
affliction. Lktle suspecting that he was conflicting with 
priestly subtility, he thought be might s^ifely lodge his dr- 
cumstances in the generous bosom of a merchant* He re* 
plied. Sir, I suppose you are a stranger in Syracuse ; as 
such, let me advise ypu, as you value your life and liberty, 
to be careful of your words, and every part of your depoit. 
ment, during your'abode ; for this is a place of danger. 1 
have, sir, one only daughter, the perfect image of her lovely 
mother, whom I had the misery to bury but a few months 
ago». I know not by what temptation, but my poor girl has 
said something dishonorable, either of the lady of Loietto, 
his holiness the pope, or their lordships the inquisitors, for 
which she is imprisoned in the holy office, and I suppoas 
must answer it with her life. 

Oh, sir^ I hope not, said the Armenian ; the lady's youth 
will intercede for her, and aAer some gentle admonition, 
your daughter will be returned to the house of her fother. 

Ah, sir, rejoined disconsolate Bellarius, I cannot but fear 
that her youth and beauty are her greatest enemies and ac«. 
cusers. These are qualities capable of impressing the heart 
even of an inquisitor. If this is the case, my poor daughter 
is already either dead or debauched. Or should it happen^ 
that any thing has been alleged against her religious cod* 
duct, there are instruments enough in the inquisition, and 
their lordships want not skill to use them; instruments suf. 
ficient to make an helpless Virgin confess that, which even 
never entered her thoughts : so that, at all events, her death 
or dishonor is insured. No, sir, it is not possible for me to 
hope for better, seeing the least* hint thrown out against the 
inquisition, is condemned as unpardonable blasphefny. 

Itw4i^ not long aller this discou»e, before the Armenian 
feigned a nece^ity of going out ; went straight to the inqui. 
sition, and made information, being a Jesuit disguised as a 
merchaiit ; and that very night a coach was sent toconduGl 
Bellarius to the cells of their dreadful prison. Next day 
his effects were seized by order of the holy fathers, who 
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BOW rejoiced that at last they had grasped the long wished 
for prey. Confined in an abominable cell, he was greatly 
ennoyed by vermin'; and, being divers times examined by 
torture, he died with grief for his daughter, who, as she 
could never freely yield to the loathsome embrace of those 
murderers,' in a few months tired their patience. Then one 
of their sanctified ruffians first murdered her, and then burned 
her to ashes in the*^dry pan. It is amazing, gentlemen, to 
"what lengths the lust of money and women will carry men. 

Fastosus. Indeed, cousin, I think your friends, the inquis* 
itors, bid fair for equalling the most subtil of our fraternity* 
Oh what means of procuring wealth have you taught their 
reverences of the Romish hierarchy ! Selling of dispensa* 
tions and pardons, begging of money for masses, &c. &c. 
are profitable articles^ and turn to a good account. But, if 
I remember rights you told me a few days since, your vas- 
sals are divided into several companies, or communities, and 
that people of all kingdoms, ranks, and professions, are, at 
this day, worshippers of the god Avaro. I should be glad 
to hear something farther about them. 

Avaro. 1 did so, sir, and shall be ready farther to oblige 
you, if to give you a brief view of our corporation, which, 
like all other towns corporate, consists of divers companies^ 
will do it. The first of which is that of 

. The lawyers. A very wise set of gentlemen ; who ex- 
ceed the children of light, in the art of money. getting, as 
far as any of the inhabitants of our territories ; of course 
they are held in great estimation, as gentlemen of the first 
intelligence. In our city of Avarice, there is no knowtedge 
deeined of any avail, no conduct accotinted virtuous, be* 
sides that of money -getting. He is always the wisest, best, 
and most virtuous man, who best succeeds in the lucrative 
art, whether in law, or in trade, or otherwise. There was 
a time, you know, when the law was' as straight, as clear as 
a beam of light, and needed no expounding, bo that every 
man was his own counsellor. But ever since* the kings of 
England were kept prisoners under a guard, lest truth should 
become familiar to the royal ear, the case has been quite 
altered ; now it is so full of pleas and demurrers, doubts and 
exceptions, &c. that it is a perfect labyrinth ; dangerous for 
au honest man to enter. For, in the lawyers' company, it 
10' a standing rule, that, whether the plaintiff or. defendant 
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lose the caose, the iawyers, on hoth sidesy are sure to fas 
coD8i<ierable gainers. Indeed, it is very seldom, but they roan^ 
age the isatter so^ that all parties, except themselves, are 
kieers ; and if he who gains the trial, finds himself in the 
end to be a loser, how do you think it must fare with the 
wretch, against whom the verdict is given. If an honest 
man has a mind to purchase an estate ever so fairly, and 
pay for it ever so honestly, he will find it a difficult matter, 
so to secure, his title, 4>ut if aiiy succeeding heir be bred to 
the law, or heiress be married to a lawyer, he may run a 
risk of being jostled out of bis property, by some knavish 
quirk in law^ without any allowance made either for the e» 
tate or its improvements. 

Indeed, sir, it may be said of my faithful disciples, the la#* 
yers, attorneys, bailifi^, dec. that they pay aS little regard to 
truth as the greatest of ourselves. Right and wron^, cKjuity 
and oppression, are no pbjects of their regard, providing the 
case will yield good advantage, and bring large grist to their 
inill ; an instance of this, if. you please,*genilemen, I shaH 
give you. 

Coptumelius was a Yorkshire gentleman, of distinguished 
birth and ample fortune, but somewhat akin to tbe mad Ma» 
eedonian. His country-seat stood by the side of a lane, 
through which neighboring farmers passed with,their teams, 
from time immemorial. But so much passing and repassing, 
of the whistling clowns, following their wagons, at last 
proved very offensive to the worshipful 'squire, so that he 
resolved to remove the intolerable nuisance, by blocking up 
the way. A gate was accordingly put up, and fastened 
with a padlock> efilffctually to stop the clownish passengers 
from passing as before, and turn them by a way considenu 
hly more dbtanL . 

As soon as the 'squire^s proceeding reached the ear of 
Mr. Loveright, a neighboring farmer, he ordered his wagon 
to drive directly to the gate, and Ending it locked, took an 
axe, which he brought with him for that purpose, and, to the 
great mortification of 'Squire Contumelius, hewed it to 
pieces. His worship, in a rage, posted to Mr. Decehful, a 
very eminent lawyer in a neighboring town, for his advioe. 
The worthy lawyer, finding this a proper occasion of aerr- 
ing his own interest, advised the 'squire to send for a writi 
and commence an action against the farmer for his intolera- 
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Ue insolence. In a few days, the writ was served on Love, 
right, who indmediately waited on lawyer Deceitful, in order, 
if possible, to compromise the matter. 

He no sooner entered the of&^, than Mr. Deceitftil took 
him aside, and thus addressed him : 1 am heartily sonry, 
my good Mr. Loveright, that i have been in a manner 
obliged, by his worship CodtumeHuB, to send for a writ 
against you. But I assure you, sir, in my opinion your side 
of the qCtestion is by much the safest ; and might I advise, 
it would be to stand a trial, and by no tneans submit to a 
compromise^ Knowing the farmer to be a man of substance 
and resolution, he continued, There is no bearing with such 
insolent treatment. For my own part, Mr. LJoveright, 1 
woald' much rather yon had been my cHent, on the present 
occasion^ than the giddy 'squire ; but he first applied to me, 
mttd insisted on my doing what I have done, if you please, 
you may apply to i»y brother Falsehood, who is skilful «s 
any man, and as hcmest as any lawyer I know. In the 
meanwhile, "sir^you may depend on me as your real friend, 
ready to serve yon, in every thing consistent with my repu. 
tation. 

As eoon as Loveright wasdepatted, Mr. Decehftrttook 
horae, Mad rode direetly to tlie 'squire's hoose ; toldiiim the 
farmer had heen with him, heartily repented of his folly, 
and was very destiious of coming to terms of agreement. 
Bitt were the case mine, said he, I would listento no terms 
of aeeommodationj but punish his insolence to the utmost 
rigor of law. The low^l^ fellow, havii^ got Ibrwiani in 
the world, has fe^rgotteki himself; and, if su^ered now to 
esoape with impunity, he will he the pest of the nei^xmr- 
hood. Thus 'the >v^orthy lawyer irritated both parties, until 
he had made sure o£ an assize hearing, that Vhi'the debate, 
he might likewise insure to himself a aum 'very considera- 
ble. For he knew vorywetl, fhatif^ver a d^rence falls 
into the 'tosaticKb^ maw of fhe'Court> it will never be dis- 
goi^d^ until all 'costs of suit arefoiiply paid off; Ibr it^is 
impossible ior my mercenary seribbtefs to give any credit. 
Let thefti act justly or unjustly, they inake sure of theiir 
iees; and, as the one party must necessarily lose, hoth 
counsc^Uoriuid'i^tomeytfike'care to father the miscarriage 
<^ the oansej ^oa sometbmg 'Which -the jeHenit has done, 
which he ought not; or omitted, which he ought to have 
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done : and, notwithjStaDding all their fraud and deceit, both 
of them come off good honest lawyers. 

The second company, and next in reputation to that of 
the la^wyers, is the parson!s company, which is also very 
flourishing and reverend* That you may not mistake my 
meaning, by parsons, I intend all, in general, of every de- 
nomination, who are ministers merelv for the sake of a liv* 

* 
ing ; more especially, 

1. All who profess to my lord bishop, that they are mo- 
ved by the Holy Ghost, to take upon them the office of a 
deacon, when, in reality, it is the hope of a benefice, by 
which they are stimulated ; and who^ aflerwards, in the 
course of their pulpiteering^ teU the people that it is enthu- 
siasm in any person, to expect to receive the Holy Ghost in 
these days. 

2. All who, sustaining . the sacerdotal character, lead 
men into sin, or harden those who are insensible, either by 
conniving at the sins of their people, or by being guilty of 
the like themselves. These gentlemen are pretty numer- 
ous. 

3. All who act rigorously towards their parishioners, in 
regard to temporal things, who evidently show more con- 
cern about tithes and offerings than about the everlasting 
welfare of their people. 

4. All in holy orders, who, through covetousnesa, idle- 
ness, or any other unjustifiable cause, withhold from their 
people the stated ministration of the word and ordinances* 
Set a mark upon them, for they are all my disciples. 

. 5. Wherever you meet with a gentleman in holy orden, 
who is so far above the bulk of his auditory, that he will 
not condescend to convulse even with the fneanest about the 
state of his soul, the work of the Spirit, and way of ^salva- 
tion, such are idle shepherds, unnatural pastors, and alto- 
gether devoted to the god Avaro. . 

IxpiATi»a.. So then, cousin, I find you have parsons of 
more denominations than one ; they are not all engroa ood 
by the established churches in England and on the conti- 
nent, it seems. Yet I meet with many who, with great 
warmth, will vindicate, their own. denomination by whole- 
sale, and deem it little, less than blasphemy* to suppose that 
they embrace anything erroneous.. Yet none more ready 
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to censure 'and condemn those who are of a diflferent persua- 
sion in religious things. 

AvARO. The truth is, my parsons are scattered abroad, 
among all sects of professors ; for the time is not yet come, 
that any. one sect can justly assert, that none of their minis- 
ters have any other object in view but the glory of God, 
and the good of mankind. Nor will the time commence, 
before that important question * who shall be the greatest?' 
is finally decided ; which it is thought will be a great while 
first, seeing it hath already puzzled the schoolmen and lead- 
ers of the church for sixteen centuries back. 

But, to return to the parsons' company ; wherever you 
meet Virith a clergyman, who answers the description I have 
given, you need not ask him whether he is a churchman or 
a dissenter. All you have to do, is to put Beelzebub's mark 
upon his forehead, and take assurance. of him, that at a cer- 
tain time, he shall not fail to visit the nether regions, and 
take his abode in the infernal palace. 

In this very populous company there is a great diversity 
of ranks, even where there is an equality of genius; for 
some, having scarcely finished theit apprenticeship, are in- 
ducted into livings, and instantly commence rectors and 
tithe-gatherers. Others, for want of friends, are obliged, 
much against their inclination, to continue underlings all the 
length of a tedious life. I have seen a handsome parson, ere 
now, riding upon four or five steeples at once, and having 
more in expectation ; whilst his fellow-student could scarcely 
procure brown bread and VVeish butter. And amongst all 
the plurallsts in my acquaintance, I know not of one that has 
got livings enough ; but, Give, give, is still their fervent 
prayer to my lord bishop, or some other patron, who has a 
benefice to bestow. Many, indeed, think they should be 
quite contented) if they had but one more benefice added to 
what they now enjoy ; but I can tell you, could thi^y ex)n\e 
by another, there would still be another wanting. It is much, 
now so many clergymen find themselves uneasy in the tram- 
mels,, if they do not at last take it into their heads to per- 
suade the legislature, that a clergyman cannot preach ia 
three or four churches at one and the ^ame time ; and that 
, it is ndfLperfectty consistent, either with Christianity or rea« 
son, th^ one clergyman should have three or four livin^B, 
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whilst another has none. Should it come to this, my 
pany must be terrible sufierers. 

Impiatqr. One would really think, if the cure of souls 
is as weighty a concern as some people make it, the parsons 
would not be so fond of pluralities ; of adding living to bving, 
and parish to parish.^ 

AvARo. The cure of souls, forsooth f My parsons care 
Bot who take -the souls. The fleece, cousin, the fleece, at- 
tracts their attention. Give an avaricious parson the fleece, 
and you may make fairies of the souls of the parishioners,. 
if you will. Many of them do very little of the priest's 
office besides collecting the tithes and offerings ; at which 
they are wonderfully dexterous. But as to preachings they 
have no notion of it, and less stilt of visiting, the sick, were 
they even in the jaws of death. I assure yoii, gentlemen, 
those idle shepherds are of the grieatest use to our govern, 
ment. The interest of hell could not prosper as it does, 
were we not weH befriended by many gentlemen in holy 
orders. 

Fastosus. Indeed, cousin, I have often thought,^ that 
without their assistance, we should be ill put to It to main- 
tain our ground, against the votaries of Immanuel. What 
''posting to and from hell is there amongst our sable brethren, 
when but one fefthful and zealous gospel minister arises in 
a nation T Yon may remember when Luther and Calvin 
broke the chain of the pope and devil,^ lifled up the voice of 
the gospel trumpet, which resounded through the bowels of 
hell, and made the pillars of our infernal kingdom totter, 
iri^hat hurly burly we all were in ! What deep consultations 
in the divan ! What diligence in action with our forces up- 
on earth! 

AvARo. True, sir, but times are much altered for the 
better. Many a well-paid parson, now.a-days,is so obliging 
as to sing a lullaby to his people when he finds them sno^^ 
ring in the sleep of security, and will sufler no man to at- 
tempt their awakening. He kindly tells thena, <*that they 
may sleep on now and take theilr rest, for the wolf is gone 
out of the country, and will not fbr a great while return. 
Let no man disturb you with idle notions, fbr t^jimay all 
go asleep to heaven, without ever knowing what.t^|||fpion 

Ihiwbus. k is admirable what power these 
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tlemen have gotten over reason and religion. 1 have ot\eii 
thought, that if ever they were to read their Bibles with 
attention, they could not be off from seeing that ihey them- 
««lves are the identical persons intended by the idle shep- 
herds, and unfaithful watchmen, against whom so many 
curses are denounced in scripture. The idle shepherds, 
you know, are such who feed and adorn themselves with the 
spoils of the fluck, which is suffered to perish unwarned, and 
•to die for lack of knowledge. The idle shepherd is that 
lordly priest, that downy doctor, who keeps at an awful dis- 
tance from men of ordmary rank, and is too much of the 
gentleman to give himself any concern about the souls of his 
parishioners. 

Many of those idle shepherds f know, wlio possess some • 
hundreds, ay, some of them thousands per'antiutn, who 
will not so much as ask one of their cure, whether he in- 
tends to go to heaven or hell at death, or whether he serves 
God or the devii ; yet if a parishioner di«, they will keep 
as penetrating a look-out for their fees, as an^agle for his 
prey, and seize it witl) equal eagerness. Moreover, for the 
tiakeof this same fee, they will own the deceased for a bro- 
ther, which privilege was always denied him whilst alive, 
unless he should indeed have happened to be one of the fat 
of the flock, who was capable of yielding -a douWe fleece. 

AvARo. ft is the fleece, sir, which my disciples regard, 
tind not the flock. How have I been ^diverted sometimes, 
both £rt church and meeting-house, to hear the parson, with 
an air the most supercilious and contemptful, railing against 
the most useful of God's ministers, as enthusiasts, fanatics, 
and methodists ! Ah ! said I to myself, what poor honest 
devils were those of old, who confessed Chtist and his disci- 
ples, and thus dedared to the sons of Sceva, " Jesus we know, 
and Paul we know, but who are you ?" 

Sometimes [ hear them crying with vehemence, against 
the divinity of Immatiuei : one making him -some kind of a 
■super-angeticni being, fend another asserting that he is only 
a man, like ourselves. Then say I, What a pusillanimous 
«piHt was that same devil Legion, who, without receiving 
either tithe or oflfe ring, •confessed Jesus of Nazareth to be 
the on^* Son of God, to whom the scriptures ascribe evefy 
divine honor ! But these parsons are well paid for coufess- 
tiig hijffi^i^d yet deny bim with the utmost insolence. 
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There is never a day but I hear some of this company 
charging the lie upon one text or other of the Bible. One 
tells his people that there is no such thing, as one being 
chosen to salvation more than another ; but that the love of 
God is equal unto, and upon all men, whether Jew or Gen- 
tile, Turk or Pagan, Papist or Protestant ; nay, then, say 1, 
master parson, you ^re become a dissenter from your own 
seventeenth article* And, to speak within compass, there 
are at least a thousand pulpits in the church occupied by 
such dissenters. 

Then 1 hear others, railing against those who preach sal- 
vation by grace ; tmd, at the same time, assuring their peo- 
ple, that they must be saved by their own holiness and good 
works. Very well, say I, then I have my desire, for upon 
these terms-they will never be a-ved at all.- But still 1 am 
at a loss, how they dare so barefacedly give the lie to Paul 
the apostle, who taught the church, that,. "By grace they 
were saved through faith, and that not of themselves, but 
the gift of God." I hear many clergymen of the establish- 
ed church, in entering upon the service, thus address the 
Majesty of Heaven, " Lord, cleanse thou the thoughts of 
our hearts, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit ;" and in 
less than an hour after, telling their parishioners, that it is 
mere enthusiasm in any man to expect, in these days, to be 
at all influenced by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

So glaring the contradictions, which sometimes they axe 
guilty of, that I tremble with fear, lest the people should be 
convinced of the truth ; but these are favorable ^times, gen- 
tlemen, very favorable i iTor the greater part of the people 
have something else to think of, when they go to church, 
besides either preaching or prayer. 

When I hear the parson, whether churchman or dissenter, 
telling his people how holy and pure the heart of man is by 
nature ; how aptly formed for sentiments of the most exalt, 
ed piety, and for entertaining the love of God ; 1 am wonder- 
fully at a loss to know, how he came by more extensive 
knowledge of mankind than Jesus Christ, who . expressly 
taught, that whatsoever defileth the man proceeds out of the 
heart. Your influences, Fastosus, are of excellent use, in 
, keeping them where they are ; you take care to persuade 
each of them separately, that of all others his own know- 
ledge is the most refined ; and hence it is, that Goodwin, 
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OweQ, Chafneck, aed all «uch authors, are considered em 
weak, though well-meani49g divines. 

It is very diverting to hear my parsons boasting of their 
superior knowledge, even when by their ministrations it is 
plain, that they are acquainted with almost any writings, bet- 
ter than those of inspiration ; when their auditories dwindle 
away to nothing, aod the few people who abide by them are 
destitute of all religion. Did they but know half as much 
:as the most illiterate devil of our fraternity, they would at 
least believe, that there may be a possibility of their mista- 
king the way, and that, afler all their pretensions to a supe- 
rior knowledge^ they may run some risk of a final miscar* 
riage. But, as our good friends, the Roman doctors, are 
wont to say, «* Ignorance is the mother of devotion ;" so say 
J of my parsons, " Ignoranceis the springof ail their knaw. 
ledge ;" and whilst my father Infidelis can keep them ig^ 
norant, my uncle Fastosue can easily puff them up with a 
•flense of the clearness of their heads, and goodness of thetr* 
hearts; so* that I can do very well with tkem, and retaia 
^hem amongst our worshippers. 

The next company in our corporation 4s that of the straiiL. 

ing landlords, a very noble and reputable company indeed ^ 

notwithstanding, sthey are far from being opulent. In the* 

^daysof yore, when iuicary was but little -in vogue, the fre^ 

holders were attended with fewer wants, and, of 4^urse, this 

^company was less flourishing ; but since these happy dayip 

^commenced, in which people iof quality are trained up in tfb- 

^solute idleness and dissipation : in wluch virtue is of no ac 

^ount, and luxury, pride, and dissoluteness are arrived dt 

their zenith, the {>eople of quality are amazingly poor, and 

arc attended with an undescribable train pf .necessilie*. 

What is very remarkable, their pdde has grown Ifi li perfectt 

•proportion to their poverty,' so that now it Is aa established 

•law andongst them, to lode upon themselves as of a drfl^reilt 

blood from the rest of mankind. Indeed you cannot affiroM 

«a person of quality worse, than by Itkenifig'him'to one •df 

•those, who arecatled vulgar creatures ; <notwithstandifig,'.b3r 

the way, it is those same vulgar creatures wiiieh enable poiv 

<80ii8 of rank and fashion to support the dignity cdf their ata* 

ftion ; an(i were there no vulgair'areatttreB,theve would iilw 

he no ladies df qualily. 

The distiaction, which the quality pay to themselves. It 

W 2 
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of the utmost use in my administration, as will appear from 
the following story. 

, I went, one day, to the house of Sir Pop Mortalis, a very 
famous gentleman in the country, with a design' to pay my 
devoirs to madam M ortalis, his lady ; a gentlewoman, who 
abhors to have the least comparison made betwixt her and 
any person of inferior rank. The chambermaid informed 
her mistress, that good Mr. Prudence waited below, desir- 
ing to speak with her ladyship, if convenient. The lady 
soon descended, aud, compliments passed on either side, she 
conducted me into her parlor, where she and I had the fol- 
lowing dialogue. 

Lady. Good Mr. Prudence, you have been a very great 
stranger. It is many months since I saw you at our house; 
but 1 am glad to see you now, and I wish in my heart Sir 
Fop Mortalis had been at home. 

PiiUDENCE. Urgent business, madam, demands ray attend- 
ance so much elsewhere, that I cannot so frequently as I 
could wish, pay my respects to Sir Fop and my Jady Mor- 
talis. But now, madam, 1 am come, if possible, to rectify a 
growing mistake amongst mankind ; and must teli your la- 
dyship, that I am heartily sorry to see the world arrived at 
such a pitch of ambition as it is now. Indeed, my lady, it is 
become a very difficult matter, in, a concourse of people, to 
distinguish between the farmers' and tradesmen's wives, and 
ladies of birth and fortune ; nor can we more easily distin- 
guish between their several children. Why, madam, the 
farniers' and tradesmen's children are all masters and miss- 
es, young gentlemen and ladies, now-a-days. I know not, 
for my part, what the world will come to, if some measures 
are not speedily taken to prevent the confoundiug of base- 
ness with dignity. 

When I was last at church, 1 was surprised to see, as 1 
thought. Miss Mortalis, your daughter, there ; well know, 
ing, that neither Sir Fop himself, nor any of his family, go 
of\en to any place of public worship. Because you know, 
my lady, few of you great folks love the tedious duties of^. 
ligion. 

Ladt. Not we,^ indeed. Give us the cards, or musical 
entertainments, for our money. We hate their whining, 
doleful cant. Let them choose religion who have taste &t 
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nothing more polite. We will have none of it, I assure you, 
Mr. Prudence. 

PsiTDENCE. 1 know it, my lady, 1 know it, and am mighti. 
ly pleased with your determination. But, as I was telling 
your ladyship, being at church, as soon as service was over, 
I said to a man, who sat in the pew with me, « 1 am surpri* 
sed to see Miss Mortal is at church to.day. Do you think, 
sir, that any body has been daring enough to tell her that she 
really is a mortal ?" To which the plain countryman, in his 
own clownish way, replied, << Miss Mortalis at church ! 
quoth^a : no, no, sir, you are quite mistaken ; fpr Sir Fop's 
family are people of quality, and therefore meddle none 
with religion. What should they do at church, seeing they 
fear no hell, regard not God, and believe not in the devil. 
As for heaven. Sir Fop is willing to leave that to the poor, 
and desires no greater happiness for himself and his, than is 
implied in an earldom." . 

Ladv. That is, indeed, what Sir Fop has long been so., 
liciting, and it is believed is now very near obtaining. 

Prudcncb. But I said to the fellow, Pray who is that 
young lady, whom 1 took for Miss Mortalis ! Poh, lady ! 
quoth^a, wtiy, 'tis John Tillground's daughter, o'the Five 
Elms, Tillground's daughter ! said I ; you surprise me. 
She is as finely drest as 1 have seen Miss Mortalis, when 
going to a ball. And pray, continued I, who is yonder 
lady, with the French head-dress and furred cardinal ? I 
thought you had no people of quality in this parish besides 
Sir Fop's family. No, sir, returned he, we have none, who 
are such by birth ; but we have many who are quality by 
their dress. The lady, sir, that you inquire after, is Mrs. 
Watson, the landlady at the Three Tuns. 

Well, madam, I followed them out of church, and was 
amazed to see the plaitings of hair, the tires of ruffles, and 
the labyrinthian furbeloes, with which the women were 
decorated. Indeed, my lady, if the world holds on but a 
few years, in its present career, we shall not be able to dis. 
tinguish betwixt the highest and the lowest ranks of people. 

Ladt. To be sure, sir, the world is now at a sad pitch 
of pride and ambition ; for people of fashion can do nothing 
aa to dress, gesture, manner of speech, or living, but we are 
mimicked by those vulgar creatures. 

PBVD£iiqB« It must undoubtedly be considered as an in- 
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sufTerable insalt upon people of breeding, when they aie 
thus taken off by the vulgar. But, madam, I have a scheme 
■to propose, which, if adopted, will tjffectually correct their 
insolence, and soon oblige John TiUground and Timothy 
TurPfi daughters to lay aside their furbeloes, ruffles^ and 
tea-table, and betake themselves to their spinning-wheels. 

Lad¥. What is it ? i pray you, good Mr. Prudence, b« 
80 obliging ; I beg yon would, sir. 

Prudkngb. indeed, ipadam, your farmers are all become 
gentlenien of late. They talk of fortunes for their children, 
and consider themselves as very little inferior to the 'Squire 
himself But let me tell you, madam^ the fault is not so 
much in the farmers as in the landlords themadlves, who let 
their farms upon terms by far too-low and easy. There is 
this same John Tillground, and his neigbour Timothy Turf, 
as I am informed, have both of them money lying at interest, 
when my worthy and right honorable lord Noble, a gentle- 
man of the first quality, is obliged to pawn his plate for 
cash, to pay oiT the four thousand pounds he *lost the other 
flight at cards ; and whilst his gentle neighbor, 'Squire Fitz- 
folly, is obliged to fell his timber, to stop the horrid gap 
which his malevolent stars oponed at Newmarket races, 
where the gamblers of rank and quality occasionally try 
their fortune. 

It is insufferable, madam, that the farmer's oirounistanoes 
should be easy, whilst people of fashion know not how to 
keep off the duns from their doors. What right has any- 
body to any thing besides slavery, except people of quality t 
Were not those vulgar' creatures originally designed as^yoor 
slaves, madam ? And yet, for any thing I see, they will 
soon be on a level with you, unless some method, lucky 
enough to pre vent it, is speedily devised. 

Lady. Ah, sir, I fear it indeed. If you do knew of aay 
miitable means to prevent it, I beg, good Mr. Prudenoe, 
you will inform me. 

Pbudbnck. There is only one way that I know of, madam, 
«nd that is to raise their- rents to the uttermost. As eveiy 
lease expires, it will be an easy matter for Sir Fop, in the re- 
newal of it, to advance the rent as high as he pleases. The 
^slaves dare not go away ; and if th^ should, there will be 
others foolish enough to agree to any terms, rather than vmm 
«fapm. Tbjs^ooe, and all your teoants-setcled upon 4fa8 
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racked farms, if any of them happens to rear a handsome 
colt, let Sir Fop himself, or young master, fall in love with 
it, demand it of its owner for so much, never exceeding half 
its value ; he may privately grumble but dare not refuse, 
for fear of offending his honor. By these means and others, 
which occasion will suggest, you may make them all hum- 
ble enough. 

Lady. Most excellently spoken, good Mr. Prudence. 
Then Tillground's wife will be obliged to sell her china- 
ware, to procure rags for her brats ; the daughter must take 
to her wheel and wash-tub, and my son, master Thomas, 
will ride a better horse than he now does. This scheme 
will certainly conquer the ambition of the farmers ; but will 
it do for the tradesmen, good Mn Prudence? they will still 
continue an eyesore. 

FavDBNCE. Indeed, madam, th^ same scheme will pro- 
duce very humbling effects upon tradesmen of every kind ; 
though 1 dare not assert, that you will ever be able perfectly 
to subject to your ambition and avarice, that honorable body 
of merchants, whom you affectedly call cits. No, madam^ 
I am afraid that nobility itself must give plqce to the public 
spirit of the merchant; yet even them you may greatly in- 
jure, and prevent their being of such essential service to 
their country as otherwise they might be. But as to inland 
trade, by racking your tenants in the noanner prescribed, 
you may absolutely destroy it. That you may see the utility 
of my scheme, I shall a little explain it to your ladyship. 

If the farmers are racked to the utmost, they will be 
obliged to sell the produce of their lands at an exorbitant 
price, otherwise it will be altogether out of their power to 
pay- the stipulated rent. And besides selling their crops, 
&c. for an advanced price, they will be obliged to abridge 
the wages of ail their laborers, smiths, carpenters, &c. 

By these means the farmer will find it difficult to live, 
and of course will rarely visit the mercer's and draper's 
shops ; and as for his laborers and workmen, they will find 
but little money to lay out in clothes, especially if their 
children be numerous, as the demands of the back must aU 
ways give place to the louder calls of the belly. And as 
you know, my lady, sterility very rarely dwells in the labor* 
€|r's cottage, it is unknown what misery you may happily 
introduce amongst them by the scheme proposed^ The 
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draper's goods will lie upon his hands, unless indeed he lA 
pleased to give credit to the poor; if the former, he will be 
sparing of his orders; and if the latter, we shall soon have 
him a bankrupt, so that he will be effectually ruined. 

You see, madam, that here We affect the manufacturer, 
equally with the farmer and shopkeeper ; for when the re- 
tail trade is ruined by the dearness of the provisions, the 
manufacturer will find little call for His goods ; the issue of 
which will be the disbanding of many of his journeymen, 
and abridging the wages of the rest. The disbanded jour- 
neymen, being incapable of finding employment, and not 
having learned the art of living, like the cameleon, on the 
air, will be driven to thieving, by which means America 
will be peopled, and Tyburn Chronicle rendered respect* 
able. I 

As to the manufacturer hrmself, his capital being soon 
converted into manufactured goods, he will be obliged to 
sell them under their value, that he may keep up his credit 
with the merchant, and be able to carry on a little trade, 
vainly hoping that times may alter for the better. 

Lady. Indeed sir, youir scheme is very feasible ; and yet 
there is one thing that will put the manufacturer absolutely 
out of our power. I mean sir, the exportation of their 
manufactures. 1 do not know how it is, but these cits of 
merchants can send goods any where, and they, sir, will 
support the manufacturer. 

Prudence. No, madam, I assure you, my scheme, if cor- 
dially adopted, and executed with vigor, will put it abso- 
lutely out of the merchant's power. There is nothing can 
recommend the English manufacture at a foreign market, 
bat (he price being inferior to that of other nations. Now, 
if an Englishman must pay twice as dear for his provision 
in his own country, as a Frenchman does in his, it is easy 
to see that either journeymen's wages must, in England, be 
double to what they are in France, or the journeymen must 
starve ; which few Englishmen are fond of doing. The 
consequence of Ihis is, the French manufacturer can send 
his goods to a foreign market upon better terms than an 
Englishman, and, of course, destroy all the foreign trade of 
the English nation. Thus, madam, I have pointed out a 
method by which you people of fashion, in order to support 
your own grandeur, may suck the blood of all inferior ranks 
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of people, and make the British subjects absolutely slaves, 
even in a country which boasts its freedom. Nay, more, 
this is a method by which you may ruin the most flourish, 
ing nation in the world. 

Lady. Spoke like an angel, good Mr. Prudence. I pro- 
test, upon honor, 1 will not sleep until 1 have consulted Sir 
Fop on the matter. 

AvABO. I took my leave of her ladyship, who could not 
rest until she had communicated the matter to her acquaint- 
ance, and they to their acquaintances, and so they again to 
theirs, that it had very soon made the tour of Great Britain 
and Ireland ; an ordinance was instituted, in the company 
of avaricious landlords, that in every future lease, the farm- 
ers should be racked to the last extremity. This ordinance 
has been universally complied with, by the whole company ; 
so that there is reason to hope, in time, all the blessed con- 
sequences proposed, will arise from it, as you see to what aD 
exorbitant price all manner of provisions is already arri- 
ved. What may not be expected from such hopeful begin- 
nings? 

Fastosus. a noble company indeed, and near akin to 
our destroying clan. And yet many of them set up for pa- 
triots, even when they are drawiqg ruin upon the nation, by 
their pride, luxury, and avarice. 
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all the dlaloobans fbbsent. 

Fastosus. No, Ayaro ; know assuredly that you are not 
more in esteem with the Dutch than myself. It were 
strange, indeed, if 1 had no concern with Mynheer. 

AvABo. Indeed, sir, to see Mynheer equipped in his holi- 
day clothes, he makes pretty near as awkward an appear- 
ance as a Laplander ; and one would certainly conclude, 
that he is a perfect stranger to courtly Fastosus. But all 
the world knows, that Avaro is a very respectable person- 
age in Holland* 

Fastosus. I told you before, oousioi that you have an 



364 mxsjoQVEB 

ugly way of encroaching upon your neighbor's right. I do 
not like it cousin, and will assert my dominion. Do you 
think that M3rtaheer is not full as proud of his multiplicity of 
garments, as an English hero is of his scarlet and lace ? 
Or, that he is not the best fellow who can wear the greatest 
number of' pairs of breeches? I assert, there may be as 
much pride under a Dutchman's cap, as under a Scotch 
bonnet, or even under a iPrenchman's hat ; notwithstanding 
there is a very great difference between the first and the 
last. The first, you know, is a fixed (K)nderous substance, 
and the last is mutable, as the weathercock on the top of St. 
Peter's. Yes, Avaro^ i may assert farther, that there may 
be as much piide Under a red cap, as under the coronet of a 
peer, or even under the mitre of an archbishop. 

iNFTDeust That Avaro is in high esteem in the Nether- 
lands, will not be denied ; btit to suppiDse Fastosus excluded 
fiTMn any people whatever, is highly dishonoring : therefore, 
my son, you must learn to h6 mote cautious, and, for the 
present, U> m^e atonement for your error, proceed with 
your account of your corporation. 

AvARO. If to retract an error, and endeavor in future 
to oblige, wilt prO<3ure' fbrgiveiiess, it shall be done. In or- 
der to which you will please to observe that the 

Fourth Company of my cOl'pO^dtion, is that of the letter 
retailers, otherwise called mercenary scribblers, and false 
publishers. The transcribers and abridgers of other men's 
works, and especially those whose sole aim is to get money 
by their writings, are free 6f this company and on the 
livery. 

To give you a proper ideCi of vThich, I shall read you a 
letter, which I stole the other night, from the chairman of a 
reading society in the country, designed to be isent to the 
Reviewers, critical and monthly. 

GENTLUltlfeN, 

We are what country people c&ll a tldadfttg society, itkio 
whicb we had forced ourselves some yfSAta before the first 
Review madis (ts pubhc appearance. We had not long 
taken iH boekS) to^fore We fouiM] several articles of otir pur- 
chase to be stdteil from other authors ; and but very few of 
our titular authors, had either honor or honesty enough, to 
infem the public frottf What sources th^ compiled their 
volumes. We would advise all witters to live upon Uieir 
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"Owii proper genius, deeming it pity that pilferers should he 
sufiered in the republic of letters. At the last meeting of 
our club, this question was put and canvassed, << What can 
induce one writer to steal from another?" 

To this important question, one replied one thing, and 
another said what he could to confute it, as every member 
was willing to display his abilities ; at last, Dick Keene, a 
testy kind of youth, but of good sense, gave us the follow- 
ifig satii^actory .answer. 

" Very probably, said master Dick, some authors may 
steal from others, for the same reason, which that celebrated 
fbolof old had, who'^urnt himself and the temple together, 
in order to perpetuate his name. There are authors endu- 
ed with the same laudable ambition, who, not being happy 
enough to be born free in the literary republic, are obliged 
to stoop to dishonest measures, in order to gratify their am. 
bition. Their geniuses (if it be lawful to speak of their 
geniuses^ being destitute of every prolific principle, and their 
fancies fixed as the Pyrenean or the Alps, they cannot pos* 
sibly gain repute but on the credit of their predecessors. 
Therefore, what frugal nature, and Gramaliel have with- 
held, must be supplied by industrious freedom ; and as the 
end proposed, must, at all events, be obtained, h«nor, truth, 
and honesty, smoke at once on the altar of anffition. Ta 
work goes the writer, plunders every volume in his own 
and his patron'^ library, at last completes his scheme ; and 
\o ! we have an entire aew work, by the iearned Mr. Dunce. 
And so it comes to pass, that we> the honest purchasers, pay 
three or four times over for the same matter ; and perhaps 
In almost the same mdnner likewise. 

<< There are others, who, as a just judgment on their fof- 
mer indolence and extravagance, are now condemned te 
live upon their wit ; which being dull and tardy, somewhilC 
akin to the brais of an ass, of itself can afford but a very 
penurious taHe, and uncomfortable 'lodging. Bitten with 
'hunger, the unhappy tnaa is obliged to steal where he can, 
and then sell his i^l-gotten collection to the bookseller, im 
•order to 'procure a gc3«d holiday dinner. The bookseller, I 
believe, is pre'ty well convinced of the truth of my ro^ 
marks, as he has paid for his ceanexioa with literary. 
thieves. 

X 
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«<Or these two kinds of pilferers, in my humble Ofnoioiiy 
the latter is by far the most excusable. He cannot work, 
he is ashamed to beg, therefore must either steal or starve. 
What can he steal with more safety than the works of the 
learned ? in my opinion, there is no more danger in roblnng 
a gentleman of his literary honor, than for a statesman to 
rob his mother country : few such thieves are conducted, by 
the county officers, to Tyburn. O solemn tree, what frawis 
are committed against thee ! Of how many necks, equita* 
bly thine, art thou cheated annually !" 
. It was now Bill Candor, a good-natured youth, interrupt- 
ed him, thinking his reflections somewhat severe. Hold ! 
Mrk Keene, I think your reasoning is too full of acrimony. 
If all transcripts^ extracts, and abridgements, w^re to be 
suppressed, it would be a very great loss to the public. 
Those men, therefore, who take the trouble of such a aer* 
vice, deserve open acknowledgment, for raising up valuable 
authors from the vaults of oblivion, instead of being lashed 
with the rod of merciless satire."" To which Dick replied : 
«*That maiiy ancient writings are ti^uly worthy of being 
introduced to public view, I am so far from denying, that I 
should deem it truly l^idable, for any gentleman of capaci- 
ty and leiaure, to draw forth the remains of antiquity from 
the cells oPofascurity, and should be one of the first to vote 
him the most public thanks. But I would hiave it done in 
such a manner, as to come ' within the reach of the middle 
classes of people, amongst whom the bulk of all sorts of 
readers are found. Moreover, 1 would heive all yfiritings on 

V. religious subjects so contrived, as to c:0^e;>vithin the reach 
of the poor, for who else give theft^iyes aiiy trouble about 
religion, or have any pleasure in slfibiis writings ? If a 
commentary on the Bible must go beyond the extent of 
their finances, it might as well be locked up in in Pool's 

** Synopsis, where it was before the commentary was written. 
Ch>ulent tradesmen, you know, are such slaves to the laws 
of gettmg, that they have no time to read, and therefbie 
nntay prudently avoid purchasing. And people of fa^ion 
are generally perfectly satisfied with having such or such 
books in their libraries, without so much as looking farther 
into them than the title-pages. Surely, gentlemen, no man 
is to be vindicated in making merchandise of his neiffhbor'i 
gemnt." 
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Here he concluded, and we were soon convinced, that there 

was much weight in his reasoning. We must beg leave to 

tell you, gentlemen, that when your worships erected your 

tribunal, and every author was summoned to appear before 

you, we flattered a hope, that all pilferers would have fled 

i out of the republic of letters. But alas ! we have been 

hitherto disappointed, and in reality, they «tiem to be on the 

» increase, so that a man can hardly claim personal right to 

i; a single idea, how justly soever it may be his property. 

We earnestly beg that you, gentlemen, will be obliging 
/ enough to publish your aversion to this era A ; to command 

"Ull who are destitute both of fortune and genius to reconcile 
< themselves to their destiny, and show their submission to 
, the higher powers, by learning some handicrafl business, by 

; which they may gain an honest living. There are a thou- 

sand ways to live in this world, if that of an author were to 
. cease. For instance, there is carrying a musket, or beating a 

I drum by land, and furling the sails by sea, either of which 

r are honorable employments, when compared with that of 

> book-stealing. 

; A.S we know not to whom .we can apply, with any degree 

^ of success, but to yourselves, we must farther beg, tbat yoq 

will not only detect the theft when you meet with it, but do 

as the worthy inhabitants of St. Giles's do on similar occa- 

I sions. That is, pursue the delinquent with a Stop thief! 

. Stop thief! Indeed, gentlemen, it will not lessen you in the 

, public esteem, should yt)u commence even literary thief 

catchers. Should it please you to comply with our request, 

, we doubt not but the streets which lead to places of public 

I resort, will in a few years be well lined with many authors, 

having assumed the more honorable employment of beggar. 

Thus the imposts would be taken off from the studious; 

real authors would preserve their honor, no one. daring to 

invade their rights, for fear of exposing themselves to public 

infamy. Perhaps that most villanous of all practices may 

be put a stop to ; we mean the vending of cloudy comment. 

aries on the Bible. Few people, we should thinly, would be 

fond of purchasing such books, after they are informed that 

most of the materials are stolen. Eflectually to put a stop 

to tbis iniquitous practice, we would recommend the publi- 

cation of the above named Synopsis in English, and then 



every reader may take what human seo^ of tHe dime 
word he pleases. We are^^ gesitlemea, your most humble 
servants^. ^ > 

'a Reading Socikty. 

Fastosits. Indeed, couskiV I' think the request of that 
society reasonable enough, and ought to be granted : for, as 
the world now goes^ it is a diffieult matter for a .man to 
know to whom he is obliged, for any profitable hint he meets 
with in the course of his reading. And flimsy as modem 
productions in general are, there is now and then a proQta- 
ble hint to be met with. But when any thing of a recom* 
mendatory quality happens to emerge from the teeming 
press, the whole race^f catch- penny imitators swarm about 
it, and gobble it up, then spew it out, as if it were their own^ 
However, cousin, it must be owned, that there are some of 
your mercenary scribblers, who are mucii more honorable 
than others; and let the public know^ that what they write 
is not the fruit of their own genius, but is borrowed from 
this or tfltat respectable author, under pretence of making^ 
k more public, on' accoiuit of its- great excellency. They 
desire not tarob the author of his honor ! All they deem 
necessary, is a loan of his genius to supply the defects of 
U)eir own, and to help them a little forward in the world. 

But of all writers, commend me to polemic divines. O ! 
it would be a pleasure to the devil himself, to see with what 
dexterity they put ofl* their own anger, under the name of 
zeal for God ; just as the industrious tradesmen of Birming- 
ham do their manufacture for the coin of the nation, it is 
amazing to think how Protestant ministers can lug the 
Almighty into both sides of their quarrel: and how they 
would make the world believe that their cause iathe cause 
of heaven, and that they have got authority to dispense the 
curses of the Most High. Nothing can be more pleasing, 
than to see men of wisdom and religion, vigorously contend* 
ing for their own honor, and at the same time making. Itie 
public believe they have nothing in view but the Redeemer's 
glory. And I assure you, it is not every divine, even of 
great parts, who takes time to distinguish between the glory 
of God and his own reputation. 

Next to this,, I anv delighted ta see men of learning and 
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religioD, bickering \yith each other about subjects which the 
greatest of all apostles would not presume to pry into. But 
we have divines so expert, that they understand what never 
was revealed ; and so zealous that they will oblige others to 
have the same degree of intelligence with themselves, under 
pain of their implacable displeasure ; and yet they are the 
true ministers of the meek and loving Savior. But a very 
few are to be met with, who have humility enough to sub- 
mit to the simplicity of scripture. However, cousin, although 
I love to set forth my own powerful influence, I would not 
willingly prevent your proceeding with your story. Mean, 
while, 1 want you. to be more explicit with regard to your 
company of letter venders. Do you mean by them printers 
in general ? 

AvAKo. No, gentlemen, I do not mean, either all the 
booksellers or printers* Printing has been to mankind one 
of the greatest of all temporal blessings; and will, I much 
fear, be the total ruin of the kingdom of darkness ; as wher- 
ever the freedom of the press is suffered, it carries reforma- 
tion along with it. But, amongst those concerned in literary 
affairs, there are many villandbs people, who, when their 
trade runs low, take up with printing corrupting qovelSy such 
as the Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure ; blasphemous plays, 
such as Sammy Foote's Minor ; schismatic harangues, like 
the greater part of political essays ; vain disputes about 
things of trivial import, &c. All such, and many such there 
be, we rank with the false pnblishers, because truth and 
falsehood are, with them, of equal value, and their choice is 
fixed by what will serve a present turn. The patriotic al- 
derman is a leading man in this learned company. He has 
not learned so little by the giA of second. sight, which he 
has had from his cradle, as not to know, that more than truth 
is indispensably necessary, to support some particular per- 
sonal characters* Besides, there are others, who will soil 
both soul and body to the father of lies, in defence of some 
particular state t and others, to ruin some public character. 
The celebrated Mr. Maubert, of Brussels, is a great man in 
this way. 

Free of this company « are another set of men, imp^acabfe 
enemies to honest industry^ who live altogether by thehr wit ; 
appear m all sh<\pe9 and oharaeteiti, and stick dt Dothtng to 
get money. Although these people have nothing hnt gtL 
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mace to sell, (through a folly, formerly almost peculiar to 
the metjopolis, but now diffusing itself everywhere) ibey 
have, for six months in. the year, a very plentiful market; 
and many, who would suffer the miserable, to perish unie* 
tteved at their gates, will liberally contribu>tetp support the 
hixury and libertinism of the players. In the days of yore,. 
Ihe devil Proteu^. was, but now David Garrick, Esq. is, their 
foreman ; a fast friend to our government, and a fiii^ul 
djsciple of careful A varo. 

DiscoBDANs. I think you must be mistaken now, coosiii ; 
for the end of all theatrical enteptainments, which I perceive 
you have in view,' is the exposing of vice and reformation 
of manners.; eoB8e<|uent]yv their design was originally re]i> 
gious. 

AvABo. I allow, that m th^ darkness of paganism, the 
ancients had a religious design in the exhibitions of the stage ; 
but what of that 1 They had likewise, a religious design, in 
passing their children through the fire to Moloch. 1 allow 
farther, that in the days of monkish ignorance, these blink- 
ing priests made use of the stage to convey their instrue- 
tions ; but then it ought to be ol^rved that the same fathers 
were equally pious aod devout in persecuting the best ot 
men. So then, cousin, the one is as much authorized by 
ancient practice as the ether. - Indeed, when you consider 
that the stage is peopled by extravagant, spendthrift gentle- 
men, broken tradesmen and lazy mechanics who always 
were avowed eaemies to moral integrity, they will' appear to 
be a very unpromising race of reformers. 

Should you follow them from the stage to their lodgings^ 
and trace their steps through the lanes of private life, you 
would soon be convinced, that Sir Joha Fielding's runners 
bid much more fair than they foi reforming the manners of 
the people. And you know, tho said runners have never 
as yet been considered as the most respectable characters. 
S^orely it must be thought requisite in those who set up lor 
reformers of others, that, in some tolerable degree, they 
should moralize themselves. 
^ DisooBDANs. 1 know it, cousin ; and I thwarted yon on 
purpose, to see how you could justify your ehiim upon the 
gentry of the stage ; and must confess, you have done it to' 
my satisfActioR. I am highly pleased with tlto entertain. 
awQtAof the theatre myself, and am. greatly delighted t» 
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see gentlemen and ladies crowd to them. Gentry who 
would worship God in neither church nor meeting-house, 
can he devout enough to attend the theatres, in Covent Gar- 
den and the Hay Market. It is truly pleasing to see gen- 
themen and ladies who cannot possibly find money to pay 
off their tradesmen's bills, find plenty of cash to purchase 
playhouse tickets. 

Infidelis. As we came along, cousin Discordans, you 
mentioned some sport you lately had with two female com- 
panions. Pray, what bf them ? 

Discordant. You must know Leonora and Matilda have 
been intimate from their infancy; and, as such, continued 
their friendship even to mature life : but, when 1x>th be- 
came wives and mothers, I taught them to behave more in- 
consistently than they did when they were children. Ma- 
tilda, being quite fatigued with domestic concerns, for atten- 
tion to which her mind is not very happily turned, resolved 
one day to spend an aflemoon with her friend Leonora. When 
she went, she found her exceedingly depressed and hysterical, 
by no means in a talkative humor ; a circumstance which 
frequently happens to the ladies of middle rank, ever since 
luxury and idleness became so prevalent amongst them. 

Matilda, not being sufRcientty skilled in physiognomy, 
to read the sentiments of the heart by the position of the 
features of the countenance, was led into a mistake, which 
proved fatal to their friendship. She discovered, or thought 
she discovered an unusual and unexpected shyness run 
through every part of Leonora's conduct ; which discovery 
proved no slight mortiBcation to her own sensibility. Said 
she to herself, " Well Leonora, I perceive, notwithstanding 
all your formal civility, that my company is not the object 
of your present desire. I wish I had been aware of it in 
time ! Then, I assure you, my presence should not have 
drawn a cloud over that settled countenance of yours. But, 
indeed, madam, let my company be ever so disagreeable to 
you, yoiirs, I assure you, is now very little more pleasant to 
ine." 

Whilst she was meditating some plausible pretext for 
withdrawing, the tea was unhappily brought in, which pre- 
eluded her removal for a little while longer. Thus con- 
strained by decency to stay, her glowing resentment of the 
gupposed slight forbid her to taste a morsel of the toast, or 
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to drink above two dishes of tea. Having finished, she pie- 
tended she must retire on some urgent business which had 
just occurred to her mind, (for ladies will lie to serve a 
turn) and after a dry compliment or two, she went off resol- 
ved never to return. 

As she went along the streets, her wounded heart boiled 
with a thousand cogitations, how or when she bad ofi^nded 
Leonora. << What have I done or said, that should have 
given her umbrage 1 I know of nothing: and therefore I 
care not for her anger, if {icpple will be ^ odd in their 
temper, they must even come to themselves at their leisure. 
And so your servant, Leonora." 

Infidblis. Thai was a visit more innocent than many I 
have known, for I hear nothmg of slander, or defamation of 
absent characters carried on in it, which very rarely hap- 
pens to be neglected in female visits. ' 

Discord ANs. True sir, but the matter did not end here. 
Poor Matilda, being unable to hear the conceived slight, 
made free to Qalt on Letitia, on her way home, that she 
might give a little vent to her turbulent passions. Letitia, 
being as destitute of innate ideas, as she is of fidelity, readily 
listened to the plaintive account, how Matilda had been 
served; without hesitation approved her departure, kindly 
fanned the flame of resentment, and at last advised her to 
let Leonora come to herself when she should find it- conve- 
nient. 

Matilda had not been long gone, before Letitia, who 
burned with impatience to have a little tittle-tattle, went to 
Leonora, and set Mischief abroad with her also. She told 
her all Uie former had said of her, and happily gave it such 
a turn as to render it very offensive,, notwithstanding she 
kept strictly to the letter of truth. Some 'people are re. 
majkably happy in talents of this kind ; by their manner of 
representation, they caaturn things quite from their natural 
appearance, as I may perhaps show you in some future con. 
ference. Leonora could not but think herself very ill-used» 
and resolved, weakly as she was, that she wcrtild be a slave 
to nobody's tempev. 

When Matilda and Leonora met next time, being prepos- 
sessed with motual disgust, their compliments were dry 
and starched ; and eaoh secretly blamed the indiflference of 
the other. By (his time, 1 fitrnished each of them with a 
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telescope, by which they might thoroughly examine each 
other's conduct, and so reciprocally strict is their mutual 
watch, that nothing can escape them. Thus from the small- 
est beginning, founded too in misunderstanding, I raised per- 
petual disgust and enmity. Absurd and ridiculous as this 
is, I could point you out a thousand differences, sprung from 
incidents equally frivolous and unimportant. Indeed, if 
Freedom and Submission keep at a distance, I can blow, up 
a flame of contention the most violent, from the smallest 
matters imaginable. And 1 thank my stars, Messrs. Free- 
dom and Submission are in no great esteem with mankind. 
But, wherever they come, they destroy my seeds, and effec- 
tually extinguish my flames, for they are irresistible peace- 
makers. 

Fastosus. It is I, my son, who have brought those gen^ 
tlemen into disrepute. I persuade people, it is beneath them^ 
to submit to their equals, how much soever they have been 
in the wrong. 1 have, ere now, persuaded one man to do all 
he could, to ruin the reputation of his neighbor in order to 
esttbtis^ his own, when he found it in a tottering condition ; 
and that too amongst those who take themselves to be more 
righteous than others. 

DiscoRDANS. I have great pleasure, sometimes, in making 
parents become the instruments of their children's ruin. 
Or, as some people say, to kill them with kindness. I make 
it my business to prejudice almost every parent, so farin fa- 
vor of his child ren> that every one considers his own as the 
most witty and active ; or, to use the^ words of a good wo- 
man, concerning her son of two year»old, the most manly 
ofany child in the neighborhood, even as the crow con- 
ceives her own to be fairer than all the children of the feath- 
ered people. 

I shall trouble you but with one instance, out of the mil- 
)ions I might produce. Little master Jacky was one of 
those extraordinary children, whose almost every action 
was out of the common way, the wonder and admiration of 
his astonished parents. Jacky must Aot be chid, when he 
pinched, bit, or scratched his nurse, but must have his own 
pretty little humor ; it was even pleasing to see his lovely 
fist darted into his parents' faces. So, yon may be sure, the 
child must not be suffered to cry upon any account, but 
must always be kidulged in whatever he wanted. Thus 
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this extraordinary child, in whom, however, none besides 
his parents could see any thing out of the common way, not- 
withstanding every visitor was plagued with the history of 
his wonderful feats, upon which his parents dwelt with rap« 
tures ; — I say, Jacky found himself master of the whola 
family ; he acted accordingly, and -took his way in every 
particular* 

By these means his tempers gained strength, so that they 
became habitual, not to be broken by ordinary means. 

When he got a few more years over his head, still grow- 
ing in his humor, the poor parents began to see and lament 
the errors of their former conduct. Too late ; master Jacky 
being now in breeches and grown a great boy, will not 
readily give back that dominion they were pleased to put 
into his hands, when but in petticoats^ He thinks it very 
hard he should not choose for himself now he is ten, as well 
as when he was but three years old ; rightly judging, that 
he was not more wise then than he is now; eund if they 
thought him fit to be all their masters then, be is sure thai 
by this time he is much more fit to govern. 

Apprehensive now of the ruin of his son, the father ex- 
hibits exhortations, injunctions, reproofs, and threatenings, 
with great severity. In vain, for not being bended whilst 
tender and nialleable, master's tempers are not now to be 
turned out of their native channel. As, in former times, I 
p1ie(]Kthe parents, in prejudice of their darling, it was now 
time to ply him also in his turn. I furnished him a pair of 
glasses, and directed him in the use oT them ; and now the 
youth began to reason upon his father's conduct. ' 

** What a change is this come to my father ? Once he was 
something like good-natured, but now he is the most self. 
willed and rigorous man in the world. Surely no reasona. 
hie person would impose such laws upon his children as he 
does on me ; laws, such as nobody of any spirit would submit 
to. I was formerly his pretty lad, his good boy, and every 
thing I did was right. Times are strangely changed ; for 
now I can do nothing to please him. 1 could have bad what 
I would, and gone where I pleased ; but now I am perplexed 
with warm exhortations, which I hear unreasonably frequent; 
and can go nowhere, without his leave, as if I had no more 
sense now, than when 1 was little. His reproofs are too 
harsh ; 1 bear of nothing but- my stubbornness and wicked- 



or DBVU.8. 275 

ness; of his and my mother's sorrow ; and of breaking 
^their hearts, on my account. I should break none of their 
hearts, I assure them, if they would let me alone. 

" Cannot my father and mother grieve for themselves, 
and not teaze me about their trouble ? I am no worse than 
my neighbors ; though, by their account, I might be the 
wickedest wretch that ever lived. It is not enough that I 
must go to church on holidays, but we must have lectures 
on divinity at home ; and forme, I am roundly told, that if 1 
go on as I do, I must certainly perish. Yes, I must even be 
damned and go to hell. Old people are surely very con. 
ceited ; I will warrant me they think they are so very good, 
they are sure to go to heaven. It is a brave thing to have 
a good opinion of one's self, which surely must be their 
case, or they would never plague me thus with their repeat- 
ed lectures. Well, for my own part, I am not so vain, and 
yet I think I am in no greater danger than they are. When 
they were young, I dare say, they loved pleasure as well as 
me ; but now they get old and cannot relish it themselves, 
they would absurdly restrain me from it. Reasonable pa- 
rents ought not to form their commands upon what they now 
are, but what they were when of my age. But I aia de- 
termined to submit to no such government. I will even 
take my pleasure whilst I can havo it, and let them grieve 
on if they choose." 

Thus, gentlemen, I persuade many to lay up future afflic- 
tions for themselves, in the early ruin of their children, by 
over-indulgence. I say, early ruin ; for, if little master is 
Bot taught to submit to government whilst in petticoats, it is 
much if he ever learns submnsion after he is in breeches. 
He who always had his own way when but an infant, will 
take it very iU to be restrained when he rises towards man- 
hood.* Yet some, yea many parents, will let their children 
do as they please, whilst but little, and increase in their strict. 
«ess as they advance in years, so that they become mutual 
afflictions to each other. In manhood you know children 
should be used by their parents as friends and confidants, in- 
stead of being kept at an awful distance. . Yet those very 
parents, who have laid the foundation of their son's ruin, by 
early indulgence in his infancy, very often complete it by 
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unseasonable strictness over htm, when lie is verging towards 
man's estate. You know parents should always act, so as 
that their company shall never be burdensome to their chil- 
dren. But I shall become a moralist if I go on thus. 

Impiatob. Many such youths as noaster Jacky fall into 
my hands. If once they can, by any means, be brought to 
despise reproof, I reckon myself quite sure of them ; and 
when they oome, I commonly employ them io my deepest 
mines. 

Infidblis. It is always a hopefbl sign, when the heart 
is hardened against reproof. If a young one can be brought 
to despise the commands, reproofe, and advice of his parents, 
he bids fair for being one of the devils' companions for ever ; 
and, indeed, nothing but the grace of God can prevent iL 
It is very agreeable to us to see how happily successful our 
influences are over mankind, especially in Britain. There* 
many parents bring up their children, just as if they design- 
ed them purposely for the devil. I have great hopes of the 
next generation, gentlemen. 

DiscoBDANs. I make myself very merry with the ladies, 
in another way, which also turns eventually to everlasting 
aeparation. • I join a little knot of them together so close^ 
lor a time, that they cannot be separated, nor bear to be 
asunder for a day together* 1 prejudice them so- stronffly 
for a while in each other's favor, that they show a manifest 
slight to those who are not happy enough to be admitted into 
their society. Family necessity, and ^very domestic duty, 
must give place to their firm attachment to one another. 
When they get together for a Ivttle chit-chat, they are as 
happy as the birds in May ; not only examine every absent 
character, within the circle of their acquaintance, and report 
to each other all the evil they know of their own sex : but 
each dwells severally upon the excellencies or failings of 
her husband ; who is, at one time, the best of men, at an. 
«ther time the worst, just as her ladyship happens to be in« 
good or bad humor with hira. Thus they go on, until every 
one is fuHy acquainted with the family affairs of the rest^ 
and thus they bring themselves into the power of one another. 
This is the zenith of that happiness to which I am to bring 
them ; for even the devil will give present happiness, in 
order to introduce future pain and sorrow ; and I assure yon. 
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I am too much akin to my worthy grandfather, to suffer that 
felicity to go along uninterrupted. 

First, I sow a spirit pf jealousy among them : says Chloe, 
" Delia seems more attached to Phillis than to myself or 
Lucia ; Portia is never happy but when her and Arabella 
are together." And so, round the whole club, the spirit of 
jealousy happily operates, and gathers strength by every 
day's duration. 

It is not to be thought that a whole society, who can cor- 
dially join in picking holes, according to the old proverb, in 
their neighbor's clothes, can long refrain from doing as much 
for one another. Now they begin to meet; two and two, ac- 
cording to their various attachments, and those two who hap- 
pen to meet together, regale themselves with a very pleasant 
conversation, about the faults and weaknesses of those who 
are absent, and thus round the whole society they serve one 
another. By and by it is whispered what Chloe said at such 
a place about Phillis ; what Lucia said of Arabella, &c. until 
I blow them all up in a pleasing flame of resentment ; and 
every one says the worst she knows of her neighbor, which 
commonly is a great deal. Out come personal faults along 
with family affairs, and a hundred etceteras, and those very 
ladies sit down, just as the devil would have them, in impla- 
cable hatred to each other. 

IicpiDBLis. I pray, what do you smile at, Avaro ? 

AvARO. I was thinking on an encounter I had with the 
devil Lunatic, whom I accidentally met last night, with his 
hair standing upright, and his eyes flaming with madness. 

Fastobus. And pray, where had that mad brained devil 
been ? What account could he give of himself ? 

Avaro. He. was quite snappish with me, and ran on in 
his discourse, as if he hadl)een very angry. There, said he, 
is my father Infidelis, there is uncle Fastosus, they reign un- 
controlled over the greatest part of mankind ; they are ca- 
ressed, even adored, by the most respectable characters in 
both church and state. You yourself, grovelling as you are, 
reign an absolute monarch in the will and affections of many 
eminent personages ; but I am hackneyed by the basest, and 
when I have done, am denied the honor of my labors, and 
people are taught to believe that I reign only over the bed- 
lams, and other mad-houses of the world. Whereas I could 
make it appear to all the infernal divan, that there are people 
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who go about at large, and are deemed m their perfect seo- 
868, more mad than any in bedlam. 

Well then, said I, brother fiend, atop and give me a sober 
account of your proceedings, and I assure you I shall give 
you ali due acknowledgment. 

Lunatic. I have, replied he abruptly, a great deal of busi- 
ness among statesmen, to drive people to their levees, which 
they dearly love to have crowded, and which never could be 
without my assistance. For who would attend the levee of 
my lord Superbo, or of his grace the duke of Parkland, un- 
less he first turned fool ? Would any man feed on the prom- 
ise of a courtier, if he were not mad ? The dinner of the 
cameleon is as weighty as the promise of the greatest states- 
man, were it even confirmed by a smile of the countenance 
and a grasp of the hand ; for it all means no more than " I 
am glad to see you thicken my levee." There is never a 
levee day but I am obliged to bestir myself to drive the fools 
together. 

If the premier, or the head man of any department, finds 
himself on the decline, and that he shall, without some good 
assistance, be obliged to resign ; that is, be turned out of 
his place ; I am beseeched to procure some verbose, intrepid 
scribbler, to cry up his abilities, and proceedings, asjmuch 
superior to those of all his predecessors, for time immeino* 
rial. But a man must first be reduced to a state of lunacy, 
before he will venture on a work so difficult, and which is 
likely to be but very ill rewarded. In the first place, he is 
likely to have truth and fact to overturn, before the end can 
be obtained ; and these, you know, are stubborn and obsti- 
nate. In the second place, if he is happy enough to suc- 
ceed, and sets down his patron firmly in his ^hair again, he 
is soon made to understand that his service has done him 
little or no good ; he is thanked for his good intention ; bul 
is given to know, that things would have been just as they 
are, if no defence at all had been made. If his patron is 
turned out, the scribbler is blamed for having omitted some- 
thing which might have been of service, instead of being 
rewarded for what he has done. So that, at all events, he 
must come off loser ; and therefore none but .a madman will 
venture on the undertaking. 

The lawyers also would, but for my influences, be obliged 
to drive teams, or follow plows ; for who but madmen would 
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ever find them employment ? But in consequence of their 
firm attachment to our government, I persuade some to ex- 
pose themselves, by slowness of payment of their just debts, 
to the Tonga of the lawyers ; others, to quarrel about trifles, 
and refer the itiatters to them for decision. Sometimes I 
advise a father to leave his daughter under the guardianship 
of an attorney, or an uncle to leave his estate to his minor 
nephew, under the care and inspection of a counsellor ; ei* 
ther of which is likely to be a lucrative job to the gentlemen 
of the law. You know very well, continued he, that none 
but madmen will ever refer their differences to the decision 
of those gentlemen, whilst there are three honest men to be 
met with in the nation ; nor will any man in his right mind, 
ever leave an attorney executor to his will. 

There are abundance of people, who live above their 
revenues, and others still, who have abundance, but dare 
not make use of it, dare scarcely allow themselves the com. 
mon necessaries of life, for fear of future poverty. I have 
known a lady of sixty, possessed of two or three thousand 
pounds per annum, actually afraid of dying for want. Those 
gentry are all under my dominion. Besides, a very great 
share of my influence rests on many others, who are griev- 
ously oppressed with troubles that never happen. Some are 
so remarkably ingenious, as to apprehend difficulties for 
themselves and of&pring, for a great many years to come) 
as if the evil of the day were not sufficient of itself. 

Stop, Lunatic, said I, there you touch me sensibly. I will 
not thus give up my careful subjects. True, replied he, but 
you and I may play in one anodier's hands. And, although 
I alio w them to be youra, it is easy to see abundance of mad- 
ness in their disposition and conduct. What wisdom I pray 
you, is there in any man's burdening himself to day, with 
what may or may not happen a twelvemonth hence ? Less 
still, in pretending to forsee what may happen in future ; 
seeing all future events are locked up in the council of the 
eternal mind. 

There are people of property, who sink their rents, fell 
their timber, mortgage their estates, in givii^ grand ent^- 
tainments to hungry visitants and hangers-on, afler the ex- 
ample of Timon of Athens, in order to be tiylHight generous 
and great. Not once considering, that the 'nearest way to 
esteem is still to preserve the golden cord in the hands of 
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the owner. Let all be once spent, the insatiable hangera- 
on, who crowd the plenteous table, will drop off like leaves 
in autumn ; and if the wretch retains the loving regard of 
Argus his dog, he must expect no more. Away with the 
ibol to Bedlam ! He ought to go no longer without shackles* 

Parents there are, so dotingly fond of their children, thai 
they strip themselves of their possessions, in order to make 
them respectable in the world, long enough before their own 
lives are at a period ; leaving their future support to the 
gbod-nature and mercy of the dear boy or girl, who, it is 
thought, are so well disposed as to be incapable of ingrati- 
tude to those who gave them being. But, let the dear boy 
or girl once get the parents' estate into their power, and they 
will give them occasion enough to lament their folly, when 
every shilling received shall come with a very intelligible 
frown. The language of which, to the parent is, << I wish 
you were once in your grave." Such parents ought to be 
provided for at the public expense^ and kept in some place 
of confinement, like other lunatics. 

Other parents, to avoid falling into an error which they 
foresee may be productive of great personal inconvenience, 
with an equal degree of madness flee into the opposite ex. 
treme. They can find in their hearts to part with nothing 
whilst they live; they will find some plausible pretext or 
other, for which they will retain the sole possession of their 
goods and chattels ; rather than give a suitable measure of 
parental assistance, will suffer the young people to begin 
the world under all possible disadvantages. Send such pa* 
rents to Newgate,.! say ; for they are worse than mad ! 

You do me injustice again, Avaro, in claiming the sole 
power to yeurself, over parents, who will oppress their ser- 
vants, overreach their neighbors, grind the faces of the poor, 
and sell their souUto the devil, in order to procure fortunes 
for their children. This is so far from answering the end 
proposed, in gaining the love and esteem of the young peo- 
ple, li^t it has quite a contrary tendency. The greater the 
ditate, the more impatient will the heir apparent be, to be 
put into (|uiet possession for himself. The more there is 
dep^ding upon the death of a parent, the more eager will 
children be to ^ave him out of the way. So eager have scmie 
been, that they have been obliged to use violence, in order 
to get the' cumbersome old man out of the world. Deliver 
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them up to me, Avaro, for they ajre all the children of mad- 
ness. And yet Lunatio is deemed a foolish devil, and a 
son of idleness. 

You are very prone to ascribe to chance or accident, and 
other such chimerical gentry, works, the hqnor of which is 
due only to myself. Aye, you are apt to conclude that there 
is even madness in religion. Pride and covetousness may 
prevail ever so ; but you never think of madness. What 
less than madness is it to worship a wooden Savior, or a 
Jesus Christ of man's making ? To adore a god that has 
been baked in an oven ; or to pretend to eat the Deity ? I 
could open such a field before you, as would make you 
wonder at the boundings of religious madness. 

Go with me to the chambers of the sick, and see the 
works of madness there performed. That lady having over- 
eaten herself at dinner, finding her stomach uneasy, took a 
glass of brandy to help digestion, ailer that another, <Sz;c. 
until she is now very ill upon it. The physician is sent for, 
and, afier feeling her pulse, asks her a pertinent question or 
two, as^ Do you feel an uneasiness at your stomach, madam ? 
Does your head ache, madam ? Have you a thirst upon you, 
madam ? You were taken ill after dinner, were you, madam ? 
He prescribes a gentle purgative draught or two, to assist 
nature to throw ofi* her load, after having thus learned the 
cause of her disorder. Now there is an instalkice of a three- 
fold madness for you. In the first place, although the food 
was rich and delicious, it was madness to eat c^er nature 
said it was enough. Secondly, it was madness to pour such 
a quantity of strong liquor into a stomach already glutted. 
And, thirdly, it was madness to send for a physician, seeing 
she would be well enough by to-morrow noon, by which 
time nature, unassisted, might have' struggled from beneath 
its burthen. Shall I never have due honot paid to my ope- 
rations ? 

This other woman before you, is indeed in a dangerous 
fever ; but she will have no -assistance. It is only a deep 
cold she has caught, and she hopes to get better in a day or 
two, with care and keeping warm. By and by, when the 
symptonas of death are actually upon her, the physician must 
be sent for in all haste. And when the fever alone is more 
than nature can sustain, she must have the additional tor- 
ment of swallowing medicines, even without a possibility 
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of their being of the least service. Is there no madness in 
this case ? Is it not madness to trifle with a disease in its 
beginning, the only time^ perhaps, in which medicine can 
afford relief? Is it not equally madness to torment the sick, 
and throw money away upon the doctor, when the disease 
is evidently beyond a rem^y ? And yet you would ex- 
elude me from having any share in the government of man* 
kind. 

No, Lunatio, returned I, we do not exclude you. We 
should even be glad to have a, full account of yonr openu 
tions in some of our friendly meetings. 

Lunatio. I could give you such an account as would 
surprise you all, might the honors doe to my operations be 
properly acknowledged. But I cannot stay now, having 
urgent business in the west end of a certain metropolis. 

Pray, cousin, may a brother fiend be acquainted with it? 
said*!. He replied. You know, that almost the one half of 
the nation is in a starving condition, and are, as it were, on 
the tip-toe of rebellion, yet are in a very great strait how to 
act* They think it is hard to famish amidst plenty ; to die 
of hunger whilst the bams are full of corn, and the pastures 
are well peopled with cattle; whilst their governors can af- 
ford to spend thousands at a horse race, or in an evening's 
play. On the other hand, they think it hard to be sh<»t at, 
by those who are murderers by profession ; or to be hong at 
Tyburn for seeking to procure bread for their families. 

In < this dilemma, the poor wretches are raising their 
voices to government, beseeching their lawgivers to i^Mure 
so much time from their own pleasure and amusement as to 
take their iwretched case into serious consideration, that 
they may not die by artificial famine. What I aim at is, t6 
persuade those in power to treat their complaints with neg- 
lect, and themselves, as clamorous, uneasy, and tiffbulent 
people. Instead of redressing their grievances, to threaten 
them with the strict execution of the laws against rioters. 
If I am happy enough to gain this point, as I think I shall, 
we shall soon see the spirit of madness raving all over tlie 
nation, and even the wise will become fools. 

Oppression, you know, will make even a wise man mad. 
Therefore, when their oppressions can no longer be bome, 
there will go forth a spirit of insurrection among the peoj^e ; 
and that shall be followed by a spirit of murder, until all the 
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liots are sufficiently quelled, and the leading insurgents 
punished by death or transportation. Then will follow a 
spirit of emigration, and every one, almost, A^iil wish him- 
self to have been transported at the expense of government. 
At this very time, there are not less than five hundred thou- 
sand families, who are kept in their native country, by no- 
thing but the want of means to get cleverly out of it. Neigh- 
boring nations will give all possible encouragement to the 
poor to settle with them ; every opportunity will be taken 
to cross the Atlantic, until the nation referred to, shall be- 
come almost if not quite depopulated. 

Now, the madness of the scheme lies here. The true 
riches of a nation are its inhabitants'; and the grandeur of 
the great depends wholly on the number of those in inferior 
stations. In proportion, therefore, to the oppressions of 
the poor, will the nation decrease in its strength. Every 
emigration from the mother country, will either increase 
the number of colonists, or stretigthen the hands of natural 
enemies ; of course, the neglect of the present complaints, 
will eventually be the entire ruin of the great men them- 
selves, and the translation of the empire to another, and 
very distant seat. Yet, afler all, perhaps it will be alleged, 
that Lunatic hath no influence. But I shall raise myself 
an immortal name, upon my own foundation. I deign no 
more converse with a grovelling spirit. Adieu. 

Infidblis. This same Lunatic is a spirit active enough, 
and we give him due respect; but he is, like all his disci* 
pies, fixed in his own views, and there is no giving him 
proper ideas of things. I should be glad, Fastosus, to hear 
more fully what you were saying last night concerning the 
Sadducees. It might be informing to these younger devils. 

Fastosvs. You know, sir, they were a sect of deists, 
among the Jews, who, like the modem deists, did not be- 
lieve, that there are any angels, good or bad, or shall be 
any resurrection from the dead. 1 did not only persuade 
the scribes, pharisees, and doctors of the law, to lay aside 
judgment, mercy, and the love of God, in order to establish 
their own traditions ; but wrought upon the Sadducees to 
prefnr their own reasoning to the plainest declarations of 
the word of revelation. ] assured them, that the well-in- 
formed author of the book of Job, was under a delusion, 
when he said, by the Holy Ghost, «I know that my Re- 
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deemer liveth) and that I shall stand with him at the latter 
day upon tl\fiearth ; and although, after my skin, worms de- 
stroy this bcSly, yet in the flesh 1 shall see God." I per- 
suaded them also, that the prophet Isaiah was under the 
like mistake, when he foretold, that death shall be swallow. 
ed up in victory ; as also Daniel, who asserted, '< that many, 
who then slept in the dust, shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to everlasting dishonor." These, together 
with the testimonies of all the prophets, 1 persuaded them 
to reject, merely because they could not comprehend them, 
nor account for it how the dead should rise. This, yov 
know, is the very reason why modem deists are pleased, 
under the same influence, to deny the whole system of re- 
vealed truth. 

DiscoRDANS. I have oflen feasted my mind on the pleas- 
ing prospect of that amazement and surprise, which shall 
oiiiertake those infidels, when the avenues of immortality 
shall open before them, and the terrors of an incarnate, a 
despised God and Saviour, shall overwhelm them in the 
floods of horrid despair. Their pretended virtue, their phi- 
losophic fortitude, their boasted reason, will fail them, when 
they see, to their everlasting confusion, that he who de- 
spiseth the Son^ despiseth also the Father who sent him. 

Fastqsus. The deist is my faithful, deluded disciple. 
Wherever you meet with a man of deistical principles, you 
will easily discern my image at large on his forehead, and 
my mark on his right hand. Nothing but pride can induce 
a man to prefer his own reason to the dictates of sacred 
revelation. 

Fastosus here stopped, seemed in a terrible agitation, and 
thus addressed his brethren : Let us flee, my friends ! Let 
us flee ! For yonder comes Michael, the archangel, and 
with him a numerous train, with whom we are not able to 
contend. They instantly took wing, shot through the yield- 
ing air, and I saw them no more. Nor am I certain if I 
shall ever have an opportunity of listening to their friendly 
conferences again : but if I should, as is not impossible, 
the public may expect to hear what passes among them, so 
far as may come to the knowledge of a sincere friend of 
mankind. 

THE LISTENER. 

FINIS. 
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